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12:ij.O am 

Pike County/McComb TWO BOMBINGS 
^w O ChlXdxan-Jtfprf? InjnroH uitien a re* idp.nr.e and a eh urch - - both 

connedte^Tlvith thc> movement - - were bombed, here l a s t n i g h t . A l l 
but one of Mrs, Aleyaenne Quinn 's e i g h t rooms home in McComb were 
damaged by a b l a s t be l i eved to fee dynamite a t 10:50 pm, Miss . t i m e . 
Mrs. Quinn 's c h i l d r e n , J a c q u e l i n e , 9 , and Anthony, 5>, were i n j u r e d . 
A b a b y s i t t e r - a l s o in the home a t the time of t h e b l a s t - escaped 
i n j u r y . An angry crowd of Negroes gathered a t the home a f t e r the 
b l a s t . When p o l i c e a r r i v e d t h i r t y minutes l a t e r , they were p e l t e d 
with b r i cks and b o t t l e s . One p o l i c e car was damaged and one Negro 
g i r l s l i g h t l y in jured by a r i choche t i ng b r i c k . Another group of 
Negroes formed a roadblock nearby and t r i e d to s top a l l pass ing c a r s . 
In Baertown j u s t South of McComb the Soc ie ty H i l l B a p t i s t Church 
was almost comple te ly des t royed by an exp los ion a t 11:20 p.m. The 
church was used e x t e n s i v e l y for vo te r r e g i s t r a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s in 
1961 and a major i ty of i t s members p r e s e n t l y suppor t the M i s s i s s i p p i 
Freedom Democratic P a r t y . The bombings are the e igh th and n i n t h 
in Pike County s i n c e Augus t""27th and t h e ' 1 3 t h and ll+th s ince the 
summer began. 

J e s se H a r r i s , SNCC P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r in McComb, had warned J u s t i c e 
Department C i v i l R i g h t s Div is ion head Burke Marshall on September 9 
( in a t h r e e page l e t t e r ) of the worsening s i t u a t i o n In Pike County. 
In a l e t t e r asking for increased f ede ra l suppo r t in the area he s a i d : 
"We plead wi th you t o take a c t i o n now before i t i s too l a t e , " There 
has been no i n d i c a t i o n of any a c t i o n t aken on the l e t t e r , ( e s s e n t i a l l y 
the l e t t e r summarized the bombings, b e a t i n g s , t h r e a t s t h a t have 

\ occurred from August 27 -Sep t . 9 th and po in ted out the Mccomb SNCC 
y s t a f f ' s b e l i e f t h a t someone could e a s i l y — In f a c t , would — be 
I k i l l e d i f t h e r e were not some change in the J u s t i c e Department and 

FBI p o s i t i o n on what a c t i o n t o t a k e . The l e t t e r a l s o pointed out 
V t h a t the FBI force had been cut to tj. (from 16) which seemed to 

s r e p r e s e n t t he a t t i t u d e of t h e J u s t i c e Department, i e . now t h a t the 
summer v o l u n t e e r s have gone home, f ede ra l o f f i c i a l s can r e l a x . ) 

19-year old Mrs. Johnnie Lee Wilcher — Mrs. Quinn 's b a b y s i t t e r — 
heard the thrown bomb thump on the porch of the home. She was phoniftg 
for a id when i t exploded . The two c h i l d r e n were in a r e a r room a t 
the t ime of the b l a s t . If they had been in the f ront room they would 
probably have been k i l l e d , Mrs. Quinn was next door . E a r l i e r in t h e 
evening she a t tended a d i s t r i c t meeting of t h e Freedom Democratic 
Par ty in Jackson . At the scene of the Quinn bombing a policeman 
s a i d : "All t h i s happened because of those damn COFO workers down 
on Wall S t r e e t . " A c i v i l r i g h t s worker i n spec t i ng damage t o the 
church was cursed by a pol iceman. Only the f ront door and r e a r 
frames of the church a re l e f t s t a n d i n g . The explos ion came from 
the c e n t e r of the church , which i n d i c a t e s the bomb was p laced , not 
thrown. No one was in the church a t the t i m e . 

Mrs. Quinn 's two c h i l d r e n who were s l i g h t l y in jured in l a s t n i g h t ' s 
bombing were t r e a t e d and r e l e a s e d from a Jackson h o s p i t a l t oday . Mrs. 
Quinn and the c h i l d r e n held a p r e s s conference in Jackson with 
C.C. Bryant , a t r u s t e e of Soc ie ty H i l l B a p t i s t Church. B ryan t ' s 
barber shop was bombed in Apr i l and dynamite was exploded in h i s f ron t 
yard in l a t e June . ; 

- a ro lyn Quinn ^eckenr idge , a daughter of Mrs. Quinn, and 
Johnnie Lee Wilcher , the baby s i t t e r , were picked up from the Quinn 
Meanwhile, C; 
J o h n n i e L e e n m - n B r , m « u&uy sx,>.«•«? 1 , w&i &, ^x^n.i&M u^ *» y,u *»«»» ^"if**** 
home a t 7 a.m. today by men o r i g i n a l l y thought t o be. r e p o r t e r s . When 
nothing was heard from them for some t ime , Jackson c a l l e d McComb 
po l i ce who sa id t h a t t h e women had been booked, but would not i n d i c a t e 
on what charges 
The j a i l , howeve 
abouts ' . C i ty A 

, and t h a t they wanted to give them l i e d e t e c t o r t e s t s , 
e r , refused t o say t hey had a record of t h e i r where-

wt-y a t t o r n e y Reeves was contac ted and s a i d he would only 
give information t o the a t t o r n e y for the women. Meanwhile po l i ce 
brought the two women back t o the Quinn house and were prepar ing t o 
take, them t o Jackson for l i e d e t e c t o r t e s t s . J e s se H a r r i s , of SNCC, 
and o the r s refused to l e t po l i ce take t h e women. The o f f i c e r s c a l l e d 
headqua r t e r s and l e f t s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r w i thou t the women. 

MORE - MORE - MORE 



WATS r e p o r t / September 22,1961). (Tuesday am) 

12 midnight — Tension cont inued to mount today (Monday) and 
helmeted county p o l i c e poured i n t o McComb, The s t a t e po l i ce 
had come in t o McComb in t h e e a r l y hours of the morning and were 
s t i l l v i s i b l e , A r a l l y was held a t the s i g h t of the bombed church 
and was a t t ended by about 150 p e o p l e . During the r a l l y Dennis 
Sweeney, 2 1 , from P o r t l a n d , Oregon, t o ld of h i s conve r sa t i on e a r l i e r 
in the day with Mrs. Quinn. He asked her i f she had a place t o s t a y 
and she s a id y e s . But a moment l a t e r she broke down and c r i e d saying 
she d i d n ' t know if they would want her t o d t a y t he re because they 
might get t h e i r house bombed, t o o . S h o r t l y a f t e r Dennis was f i n i s h e d 
speaking and encouraging people to s upp o r t the v o t e r r e g i s t r a t i o n 
d r ive he was a r r e s t e d by p o l i c e ( s t a t e ) and taken t o be booked for 
i n c i t i n g to r i o t . He was i n t e r r o g a t e d by p la inc lo thesmen who appea r ­
ed to be s t a t e i n v e s t i g a t o r s . They warned him t h a t he wasn ' t wanted 
in town and s a i d he 'd b e t t e r l e a v e . One i n v e s t i g a t o r t o l d Sweeney 
t h a t McComb was "a powderkeg t h a t could blow up a t any minu te" . 
They a l s o ques t ioned Sweeney about h is f a t h e r , where he worked; they 
took out a l l the c o n t e n t s of h i s w a l l e t and r ipped the pages out of 
h is addres s book. He was then r e l e a s e d . 

Five o the rs were a r r e s t e d Monday n igh t but l a t e r r e l e a s e d . They 
were: Jesse rtarris, p r o j e c t d i r e c t o r ; Cephas Hughes, Negro SNCC 
worker from Washington, D.C. , Ursula Junk from Germany, B i n Powell 
from B r i t a i n and Roy Lee, a local r e s i d e n t , 

Ursula Junk was t h e f i r s t t o be ques t i oned . She was i n t e r r o g a t e d 
by p la inc lo thesmen who were surrounded by p o l i c e who came in with 
i n t im ida t i ng remarks t h roughou t . She asked what was she a r r e s t e d 
for and was t o l d " i n c i t i n g to r i o t " . Ursula then said " I have a r i g h t 
to c a l l my embassy and have them provide a lawyer for me. The i n v e s t i ­
ga to r answered: "When you e n t e r Mis s i s s ipp i you a i n ' t got no more 
r i g h t s . D i d n ' t you know t h a t , " ? Ursula answered ," I heard about t h a t 
but d i d n ' t know i t could be t n u e " . And the i n v e s t i g a t o r responded: 
"Unless you leave Miss i s s i ppi v o l u n t a r i l y we a re going to help 
you leave f a s t e r , " The ques t i on ing cont inued — was she engaged? 
No. Oi<3 s he date n igge r s? The answer: " I go out wi th peop l e . " "You 
mean white people or n igge r s?" The answer: "I mean peop le" . Then the re 
followed a long per iod of t ime when U r s u l a ' s i n v e s t i g a t o r s t r i e d to 
i n s i n u a t e t h a t she was a p r o s t i t u t e . For example they sa id they 
would have t o give her a medical check up and asked did she have 
any venerea l d i s e a s e s . They asked where she l i v e d , e t c . Af te r 
e s t a b l i s h i n g t h a t she was a Ca tho l i c one s a i d : "oh those n i g g e r s 
cl imb on C a t h o l i c s , t o o , " Other policemen chimed in with s i m i l a r 
t a u n t s . Then followed a lengthy i n t e r r o g a t i o n about conrnunism. 
Af te r the hour and a h a l f of ques t ion ing from po l i ce she was t aken 
i n t o the Mayor's o f f ice where she was ques t ioned by FBI agent Murphy 
for an hour . Af ter Murphy e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t Ursula was Ca tho l i c he 
s a i d : "But you d i d n ' t go to church l a s t Sunday". "Yes ," she s a i d , 
" I went t o church wi th one of the Negro worke r s . " "You offended the 
whole c o n m u n i t y , . . I t was the f e e l i n g of the community t h a t you came 
t o church in order t o d e m o n s t r a t e , . . a n d you s t i l l wonder what the 
reasons for the bombings whre? The reason was you offended the 
community. Don ' t you see the connec t ion? Church bombings and 
Mrs. Quinn 's house?" (Ursula had been s t ay ing a t Mrs, Q u i n n ' s ) . 

Quest ions for Jesse H a r r i s f o i l owed. He was t o ld t h a t they would 
"ge t him" for c o n t r i b u t i n g to the del inquency of minors and for 
" i n c i t i n g t o r i o t " . And then , "we are going t o lock you up good," 
s a i d the p o l i c e . B i t l Powell from B r i t a i n was n e x t . When he 
asked Murphy, the FBI a g e n t , i f he complained t o h i s embassy would 
anyth ing be done Murphy r e p l i e d by t r y i n g to convince him not t o 
complain t o h i s embassy but t o give him (Murphy) h i s c o m p l a i n t s . 

F i n a l l y a l l f ive were r e l e a s e d . Jesse H a r r i s a nd Cephas Hughes were 
r e l e a s e d s e p a r a t e l y , though and had t o pass through a crowd of 
whi tes to get t h e i r c a r . They were followed to the Freedom Hof"" 




