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PlATS LINE DIGEST . 9 July - 11 July 

9 July -- 

GREEJIllV"OOD: Phil lioor-o NCB slu~l;ed by c. ~rhi te man wh i.Le canvassing. As Ph i.L 
wa.Lkcd Q.\·my, the nan yelled at him to c;ct out of t own , them jumped back in 
his car to f o Ll.ovr him. Pur t hez- on, the man jumped out and hit Hoore again 
several times. Phil has since swor-n out a war r-arrt aga.lris t the man who proved 
to be a local insurance salesman. 
YAZOO CITY: Folk singer ROGer Johnson \JaS arrested in Bentonia, Yazoo County 
for "r-e ck Lee s driving.rr He was given a hasty trial in Bentonia au!. fined ~>124 
and t alre n to t he County jail in Yazoo City. He was released on payment of fine, 

CIAillKSDALE: Har-Le George was arrested in the City Hall for violating a city 
ordinance 8.gainst taking pictures in the courtroom. £'1o.rie was not in the 
courtroom, but out in the hall llavi:18 a cigarette. After a semi-comical scene 
in wh i.c h Police Chief Ben Collins sprayed violet scented room deodorant on 
a couple of Girls, sle tried to photograph the reactions of bystanders. She 
was held on ~100 bond. 

GULFPORT: Four volunteers were arrested because they refused to cross the 
street in front of the courthouse, leaving the la:al people they had brouGht 
d ovm to register alone. They we r e held. on .)500 bond for violating the Anti­ 
Picketing Law. Ano t he r volunteer was ordered out of town by the police in 
front of the courthouse. :~s he started to .wal k away a gr-oup of wh i.t e youths 
began folloHinc; him and then kicking him. The police intervened and picked 
them all up. Gibb Ki.nd e rman , the v .Lun t e e r , Has r-e Le aa e d right away, however, 
with renevred orders to leave town. Uhe n he heard his car description and 
license number being broadcast, he got - to Mis~issippi City. 

SELNA, J~Ll\.Bl\.l1A: Three t.e en agej-s were arrested in a voter registration p i.c ke t 
on the steps of the Federal Building_ The FBI and Justice Department men ----,........ ere s1;a-nding there Hatching ••• 

VICKSBURG: Some of the F'r-e edom School students were s t onel on their way to 
classeS:-The same s t ud e nt a later s avr the same truck which had stoned them 
parked in an alley whe r e the wh i. tes we r e t a Lkd.n g to a policeman and to the 
'Hayor of VicksbuX'~. The Hajor called over the students and asked them where 

. they were going, Uhe n they replied that they wer-e c om i.ng from FS classes 
iqarned them, "You better not s t ar t any trouble. You don' Im01.",7 what hell is 
like until you Get in me." 1'[hen the students tried to explain themselves, 
the policeman told them to shut up. 

MOSS POINT: Five local Negroes were fired from their jobs, all becuase they 
attenCfeCi:t1ie Honday n i.gn t mass meeting. Another vrom an ,,,,as fired from her job 
for housing two COFO Vlorkers. 

CLARKSDALE: Chief of Police Ben Collins has been hnrassing workers, Giving 
tickets and warnings to "get out of town or I'll be on yOl.~ till I get you. II 

He threatens local business men not to serve workers. or he'll close them 
down. Cursed out Project Director Lafayette Surney. Collins has also been 
arresting and harassing local pe op Le , 

Later in the day Collins came up to the SNCC office wh e r e a white man 
was turning off the light meter and said of Lafayette, "one more smart word 
out of that nigger and he will find his ass in jail." He then asked for 
his stick out of his car so that the other workers gathered around would 
move. 

10 July - 

CLARKSDl LE: NAACP youth wer-e refused service at Elite and Deluxe cafes. The 
chairs have been removed from the desegregated library. 

HATTIESBUHG: Three canvassers, Rabbi Ar t hur Lelyveld, Larry Spears and David 
Owens we r e badly beaten by 2 white men as t liey we r e Hall ing a Lorrg a rr track 
in an uninhabited part of town. The Rabbi took the brunt of the attack. He 
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was be at en l..-.ri t h D. Lar-ge metal car Dart and' was hit on t h e head and f o r-e hc ad 
and brusied on his chest and abdomen. The Rabbi vlaS hospitalized for 24 
hours. Owens VIas hit on the head w i t h the same instrument. Sl')ec.rs vras beaten 
with a small steel rod and pushed dovrn the r af.Lway emb anlsm errt , His aas a.i.Lan t 
seized Larry's notes and tried to shove them in his mouth yellinc;, "eat this 
shit, nigger lover!" 

On his release, the Rabbi issued alan:::; stateHent, which commended the 
hospital staff and praised the COFO wor-ker-s and COFO :project at length. He 
also criticized the police for not having made an arrest when so many parti­ 
culars of the men and their truck were given to them. He urged Jews in His­ 
sissippi to' "stand up for decency and freedom with all the rislcs involved." 
If they cannot do that, he thought it better that they leave Hississippi. 
The TIabbi's statement provoked statements from Police Chief Hugh Herring 
and Hayor Claude Pittman condemning the brutal assailants. 

VICKSBURG: Andy Barnes and 3 others were chased in a c ar by a narr VJi'ch a re­ 
volver. 11. 2nd c ar tried to b Lo ck his CSCD.:'Jc. T~lC next day an un Ld on t Lf Le d 
~olicc officier said he had been in the 2nd car and they were trying to pro­ 
tect Barnes' car. Tye policeman, however, had not even notice the license 
taGs of the other car nor had he tried to inhibit the actions of the first 
car. 

11 July - 

LAUREL: Local NAACP President Dr]; Nurphy received 2 death threats dated 19 
July. The first came to his ,'life over the phone, the second Vias delivered 
him personally from a white man who claimed to have overheard a plot to 
kill him. Other r umos tell of whd. tes p Lann i.n g to ride the white niggers out 
of town on a rail. 

1,0,.:=11 NAACP youths test lunch counters at Hoohmrth' s, Kresses, and the 
Gre;y-bc,r·:"l(i. Bis Station, Incidents at Kresses: (1) 3 kids ages 18, 14 and 12 

--.------su:t"i:-eLre'O. lnj4Yri~ .. c; On.8 'rori efnb;-1:lrrTn fI~irJith 8. "3ase a -"--ba~-o-t-ke 
from a knife c uc .. (C:'[1" vrh i.t e of 10 arrested). (2) After the initial test 
another Vias acco~te~~ 1here were witnesses to the fact that cops stood by 
and watched; C:;) Th •. ~ a ame afternoon a 14 year old girl Has attacked l\y a 
whi te man witt r:'. Lr. . .i f e , Cut on face, neck and arm. 

Jackson: SOule .s'2.te senators are !lvlOrrj.ng!l that the regular Democratic Party 
delegates will nc.t be seated in At Lc.nt I c City. j'They're 2-LlOSt as b ad Ly 
confused as you are ..•• " (sc.id with a s!!lile). 

Browning (rre ar Gr e e nwo od }: A NeGro c hu rc h vras 1:urned to the £~round in the 
early morning lours. It 1:W.S located in the u"ite c omnun i t y and wh i.c es hr d 
been -nressurin;~; t he Church to sell its ·,ro·)erty. 

Holly S'9r~~~: A staff J1:i_cnic held jU'st sOllthwest of HS was br olce n up by 
the police, who said t.1e cro1x' of 12 wc'.s on »r-i.v at e ,'ro .e r t y arid t.h at local 
peo:.}le we r e ob j e ct Lnr, to t h e :.:ixed Grou·-l. They were t hr e c.t e ..•. ed with ar r-e s t • 
No picnic. 

Clarksdale: An NAACP member testinc; a b ar b e r s hop \'lOS driven f r Lm t Ye s hoo 
at gun point b the pistol ;I~'cldng own e r , 

Carthc:.ge_:. The ~Iolice h c v e b e gun visitinG local r.e g.r o e s who h.w e h ad contact 
with COFO wo r-Ite r e , f o r-c Lnr: t.h em to si~n rre ac e bonds. The' -o Lf.c e COPle ar-me d 
with a war-r an t to search for liquor. 

V=!:-cksbur_g: The "Op e n Hous e '! , a neGro Cafe was bombed ',!ith an amat eur­ 
ex~losive device. No one was hurt. The police mRde only a feeble effort 
to f o Ll.ovr t'le attack~n[-'; C13.r. 
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,9ANT,.Q.!'i: Harry 1'1alm arrested on charges of im:;?roper parking and, impfElper 
license wh i.Le in the process. of backing and turning a truck loaded with 
books for Freedom Schools •. He Has held for :~200.00 bond wh.i.c h was reduced 
for .~50. 00 after a dis cussion between a Lawye r and the judge. Released 
July 12. 

SHAW: Volunteers and one staff member were in the Community Center when 
news came from a local Negro that he had been offerred $40.00 to give out 
addresses of where workers were staying and 3400.00 to blow up the Com­ 
munity Center. Unmarked cars circled the Centef for seve~al hours. Some 
of the men wore helmets. 

CANTON: A fire-bomb was thrown on the front lawn of the Canton Freedom 
House: No damage to building or persons, License number of the car was 
obtained. The s ame car was later seen at the Valley View Freedom House near 
Canton. 

GREENlJOOD: A local Negro girl in the company of 2 \,Thi te voter reg:Lstra:tioft 
wor-ker-s was hit in the chest by the elbow of a wh.i t.e man. Another white man 
had a lead pipe so the 3 workers walked away quickly. No police cooperation 
in repremending the assilants. 

CANTON: Two summer volunteers Nancy Cooper and 1'1i6hael Piore, and the Co-' 
Head of the Parents Committee'for Hississippi Volunteers, Dave Finkelstein, 
all white, were refused admittance to the First Methodist Church in Canton 
where they had been welcomed by the minister's assistant before the congre­ 
gation the previous week. 

JACKSON: 'Hhite teenagers slashed 2 tires of a local Negro woman's car and 
spat in the face of Karen Pate, :y:.olJ.lnt-e~t., after they at e Lun ch _with 4 others 
- ,t :n ai'Teady-tested- downtown r-e s t aur-ant , Treatment from management of the 
restaurant, however, vl8.s very good. 

JACKSON: A local Negro woman was attacked by an elderly wh i t e nan in the 
Greyhound Station receiving cuts on her head e..nd hand. She \las charged with 
disturbing the peace and a bail of ~50.00 was set. 

BILOXI: Barry Clemson, volunteer, picked up while canvassing. Told that 3 
people in the community complained about him. Released after 25 minutes. 
Had an interview with 5 men from the Justice Department af t ez-war-d s , 

COMMUNITY CENTER &. Free40m School Report: 

The greatest phye Lc a I need in s cve iaa'L areas is for adequate ho us i.nr, for 
the Center's activities. The greatest ':Jrogram d em arid is for citizenship 
training. A Citizens hi, Progr~~ is complemented in most centers by a 
basic schedule includ:img: literacy, art, music, recreation, day care, 
library facilities, and health consultation. 

The following towns h;:-ve both community centers and Freedom Schonls. 
(The first number is the number of FS, the second the number of FS students). 

4 - Clarksdale - 50 1 - Vicksburg -60 
3 - Mileston - 35 3 - Canton - 75 
1 - Holly Springs - 35 1 - Meridian - 200 
1 - Greenville ? 5 - Hattiesburg - 500 
1 - Gr-e e nwo od - 85 
1 - Ruleville - 50 

e- 
1 - Shav! - opens soon 
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The following areas have Pr-e ed om Schools, but no community denters: 
I - Mt. Olive, Ho Lmes Cty. - 35 
I - Pilgrim's Rest, Holmes Cty. - 25 1 _ Leake County _ ? 
1 - CarthE'ge - 60 1 Laurel - 65 
3 Rural Hadi'son - 125 1 _ Moss ?oiiit, 2 sessions - 80 
1 - Columbus -? 1 - Biloxi 30 

Ii 

At the present time, Batesville has a cowaunity center, but no FS. 

The only major difficulty reported from Freedom ~chool teachers is 
in Leake County, where a property d i.s nu t e is r ag i.ng between the Negro 
landowners and the County Board of Supervisors who claim the school 
property. The FS may have to find a·new location. 

"or •• ',...~.- -,' ,'~"r'J. 

vfi thin a week, the Theater Group 1rlill begin tour of the Freedom 
Schools performing "In vfhite America" by Martin Dube rman , Aro 

FREED,,!·I DKiOCR!'.TIC ~) RTf f'.CrnVITY: 
Precinct meetings in general are falling in the 3rd week of this 

mo nt h (July 19-25j__af].d_~l._unj:..y -me-e-tings -du.r-i-n-g- - pt-h :W,eeK:-::::'~' ""'-"""iii __ .~~~~=-----,,,,,,, 
-~~~- TJ:1~ere8.reno totals "0 mumb e r s of Freedom egistration forms 

signed to date, but a tremendous among remains to .be done. 

Around August'first a c nvention of students from the Freedom 
Schools \'Jill be held to d:i3:uss what can be done to im'"lrove education 
for young peo le in Mississippi. Pending for the futu:r.~ is estahJ_ishment 
of a Sc olarship Fund for Freedom School c.;_;FcJ.8)J~.:·? -i;,' study at in}..;e­ 
grated schools in t h» North. 


