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Meridian ATTEMPTS TO SEE GOVERNOR from RI ta Schwerner 

JU ta went v1ith Rev. E.d ]ling and Bob Zellner to try to se .. e Gov. Johnson 
this a.rternt>on, 1::-ie<.1 fl,_;-_~t. f!l C£.J?ft_ol, A fat man zo.ollied ahead of the 
three into PBJ's reception room, and ifu,umed Lhe cJr,m•, tried t-o keep it 
shut and npened it a fc1v seconds Later. R'ita bandy introduce<l herself 
when the man yeJ,1.,d back: "He•s net in." Tiley spoke with PBJ 1 s speci.11 
assistant who is also a state senator - Frar.J~ Barber - who was "extre­
me.ly rude." Barber said the governor cannot be re2ched and won't be 
back, Left that office anrl wer,,t downstairs. The rcc,;:ptionist tl1zre 
sta,·ted telling Rita wh.n. a beautiful state Mi:,-,i-ssipoi v,'-\s. 
Next they wer,t to thE: Q.?_:,Ernr.r':; m_s,nsi.£Q_ .. Ar-rived t.h€re just as PBJ 
was escorting Gov. Waila~e {Ala.) and Mayor Allen 'I'horr,pson (Jacl{son) up 
t.he steps. They too wal/.ied ur bhe step'> and reached the top in tlme fo. 
Bob to overhear a ne·,?sman or someone ssk Johnson about the three missin::_ 
men. Gov, Johnson replied: ''Gc-.:ernor Wallace and l are the only two 
people who lrnow w!ler-e they are and we•re not telliag." At tr.at po-int 
Bo-b sLepped forv1ard to introducB himself. PBJ :;;tx-etched out hanEl to 
sha!{e, and when PBJ realize-d wh:1 Rita was, he started wallung, slamrnecl 
the door and locked it. Rite spcic<? to a highwaypa 1.ro1ctan asking him tc, 
take her name and te 11 the governor she had tFieo to see him. JPJe de­
clined to give t.he message. 
Then they went to the .f.ederal building to, see Al Jen Dul !es. They spol,e 
with him about two lllinutes. He assured them the feds were doino all 
they could. Bob repor-ted what he had overheard. Dul !es insiste~! it 
was a misunderst:-ir:d.ing_ twice. Rita then said: "You may be sure b'efore 
we brought you any information, we 1d check, Since we know y?u'll try 
to discredit it." Rita stated she was confident anything she told him 
(i.e., Dulles) would not leave the room - meaning t·he feds weren't do 
lng anything. An FBl agent sl tting in the r.?om stated he thought it 
was a poor joke 1 n poor taste. Bob retorted that ind; ca ted something 
about the kind of invesU.gatlon being made. Dulles c-xtended his hand t. 
Rita. She -pul 16d hers b:,.,~l(. He said: "I want to offer yo,; my deepest 
sy:npa n1y btLt 1 !)c-'.>e tt.not~er m-,,,t. i ng lo at t«nct. 11 Rita to.ld him she did.-
111 t w:int sympathy, but \'.'e.nLed h£r llushoncl back. 
They filed report of tbis w.!th J1P, UPI, Bill Minor. 
thing was moved on it howev~r. • Rita syas ti]e press 
t:~sed the numerous stateme:.ts ,:nd taces sh.e has made 
to be maudlin or s-3nllmerital and daals with issues; 
pv.rposefully refrained from usli.g her statements. 

From: Freddy Lee Wat~on in MerLdian. 

Don I t th i nlt ar.y-
ge nera l ly has not 
because she refuses 
feels they have 

"We went Into the county (Neshoh:,) today. We dido' t see any pol i-ce 
cars or FB.l and we w-ant over lots of [)vrtions of the county, ""h<i only 
th.lng we saw was a marine helicop.ter f!ying above us, The pBOp!e said 
tt,e she, if f was com.i. ng through the a,ea everyday .before the fire 
(-C!~urch burning June l6) for two weelts, and then that Tuesday there 
was the. fire .. and four men be<'.ltr:?n, J3ut we didn't see any FBI." 

June 24, l 9b4 From Don Harris (in NYC) re DAWSON, GA.RAPE CHARGE 

Herman !Ute hens, 22 { ?) , was arrested on a rape charge Sundc;y or 
Mon<Jay night {June 2l er 22). He was held .\n a: Dawson jail with•;ut 
any food, and police tried to force a co,,fession. r'olice claimed he 
held a gun on rapid girl. No further de-tails. Have to checl{ with 
Mantz.. Kitchens was kn,:w,n in area ro-r, activii:.y with mcver.ient. 




