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Report of intc::vi.c-,; :;.:. -:: ..•. crn:m .G. tes, 17 , lli~ school stucent from 
llcl.zoni , ::umphreys Co ·nty. · 

Accort inc to G:!tcs, "t ·ouble started in ~elzoni \:hen Jt!mes Mcr<:!di.tll 
\nr::: enrollee! :1t \.:le ~.iss . " L'n the night of r.:eredith's a.rriva~ in. 
Ol:ford, there \Jere one or t•.:o cro:;s burin;:; in Delzcl1i ~!ld the •·alic e 
trie~ to o;:!.:e •• e~;rccs close: t' ~ir l:lusine~ses. Gntes reported tbat 
his Entltcr refu:;.:d to clasP. his cn('e hcc11 se he couldn't O'f'ord to 
do i-1: . ~oo:'l .~..:rcafter, \.bite-. elted tile Gates • house with rottcm 
eggs :md \•>hP.n rc ::mtn • s 'a ":.'her :t~nt out on the street to shoot :'It 
tbC!:l, lle _pol ice reas:lurod hie ti!a.t they ble\o/ \1hll ~~as cgusinc; the 
tro\Wle . 

On llnllO".:ecu, t'1erc "c:::e further incidents of e:-<:-tllrollin~ rmd 
utt~,;u,•ts to run c!Cim .. c;;::o c.hlldren in tho streets. 

,hen . .:.uy Shm1, :..;sec tt.ield St:c~:etary, b 3nn \rocldng in Belzoni 
dl.!rinr Octob-~r and l!ovcr.iber of 1963! He= G:::tes heC:\t!'-! oc ~u~dntcd 
with l!.i.m ::.nd 1:~ :;~:.n ,oiug to cect:cuss mc:t tnlkinG to hil:l. Soon 
after, !lcrm::.n beCIWC the direct object of inti!lidation. 

lJUrinc tile ['Cried of Sh:nl's stny, r.~nss meeting!: t:.'ere ocmm, th2 bi<>gest 
l:leinr; !'! r..ll y - lt:.ue co:ring p;u-ade he~d on the d:-.y Kennedy was assas$i llll ted. 
A bir; l;)ect illcr t1es l:eld in the ln"l• C'lle 1/0t::on w.:1s fired <m ac:count of 
her att:::nding suclt t:ll.!~tiQ£s , st\ldents 'l'lere thr eatened witb being thrO\'m 
out of school. 

In January, llero.an wcs cuttinr, across. t!le f':;iry Ilar p:u:lti.t!c: lot \1hen 
a group of \:eite lti.~ll school. students tded to run bin dC\1111 ttith their 

·~ 

car. c-~~1 ~~ 
t>.'hLast cdnesday, April 8,D64, •c·-rlll.n ' s youn:;er brot~~~t~td n fi:-ht ~..J-e .f 
Y uith •~e t1:o sous of a ~~c-,:;ro conficant" to the llel~i police , one 
~~'·1"Uadc!y" !!..:nry. IICcordi.nv to G tes Joe \l:l:l noi: nr<>vionsly 

awlU"~ thct • enry ~:::.s cc:mectccl with the :l•..:thor:l.b.cs. en .:edncsday, tJo 
'i:l tile d.:.y of tllc fisnt 'i tJ1 !Je::mm' s youn:lcr . "Other, •:emnn, uhile - .1 . . Cf.A \ 
<1~'t~cutt;n;;._:<hrou;ll tile J.unru:~::.Q.. t~a::J assailed by ci::ht >e~ro lloys . (~ _.::...~\ 

Prom the tiDe they first hit him "'until llc "uoll:e up in jnil~' !:c=n 1"~- v 
can.aot :o:c>.e:ntl~ w-1at he cicl. llis f"tlu;r told him ti1.at he c.:rle heme, 
and rot his s!:!o1; cun c.nd thct he fir~d t;o shot:: at the boys-- others 
said h~ fired one :;hot by tlle rt!ilrond trc.cl:s . :Je~ore ilc 11cnt llcoe 
to get <;be cun, the 'J:lys told llerean that tlley ucrc r.o:il:~; to net: tltcir 
o'm g•m and sh ot hi:l before lle could get !:lis. 

llcrtnnn ::-ru . .tOmbar!;. t!J.r,t u:t tbc z. ... ue t:ii:!e •. enTy l s r.cns~d:! 'F!tn:b~· 
=m~IJ- • ,r ~t±trr !!." .t¢.tc o<J '''n t·:::tll :1 :;:1ot crun eftc.r he returned, 
a cor fu.L of ~llltc stul!eu~s P:l.S:.OCd cin a Car, a 22 riZlc tlQ.S rointed 
out tl'..e uindo·..: "tt .tcr.n:~n. o1 sllot-c"n bl:lst ''...s fired , ::t" arently 
by the nen:o:y boys. ' 
t ·mr..r. returned i•ooc =d \1:: i tcc 
he simply h;mdcd thou I 's (ltlll . 
boys \l~ J:e not released t:t.e next 

fo::: the pollee to cone. ,.,.en they did 
Hc=:l.n \·:~s in jail ovcz::ni~t, the :re.nry 
dny, Thursdny. \:hen he Nns . They m~re 
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all eb:1rc~e ·.:it!.l :::.a;:.:lt it~l c clc&.lli' c~ or:. c:y i~).~f'! tt"'i<?d 
in t"'c ;•tut~ co:::~ v!l • • •l.Y,;c.y. ~1:-tc lno;ycr, ~1.'C t:o~t1 £.~ic· ~~ 
t!c.rc.cn !{~a n .... t.l!i:t:., \·01 .. }~ ~~;.;t ::.::!C ~-:: l~c ~.-o~·d ~clp ~:.m.. ' 
Y.c. -tcrlcy, ~~ri~'lt \ .il 
l~,:J:,lic _c!...tJ-1. in uc:.::cni. 
c·cye!li!\~;.:in~ , tL::lt h .. · .. 
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