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;'££Jr1 ::tilt IEg:eg:it :::td:st:d:1:dO§ee::DTI’:ie tB:tG;It;,n=::jjI: ’t: a:heCk ':
: thE–fast ;row i.n£ rebellion among the troops, the PerltaLon is revealing .
'. the despeiat8 straits into which theY have f&:Lion• . . + •

In Vietnam the COII,bat effectlvness of the Army, MarInes and EnvY
river-units , is practically zero , As Col RaIn:L pUt--nIn VIetnam t's8arch
and eva<,on ;ncanin8 tacit avoidance of combat by units in the field IS
now virtually ,a principle of war+" lje does on to saY-'-"Desertion rates
are going st;d&gilt up in the Army, Mt'Pines, and Air Force. In 1970 tl*e
Ar,ny--had-653043:deserters 9 or roughl,'- the oqui ii:Lent of four infantrY
divisions ,-a:i.liE : def,or.tion rate is well ove,r twl\be the peak rate for
Korea, it iT alo ro then quadruple the 1966 rate ,g

This situation has -been reco€,nized by the TravIslorlal Revolutionary
3over’no srt of ,Vietn aa 7Irb;o earlier this year ordered the l:? troopS tO
refrain from,;attackin,B American units who we?o &voindin6 combat+ and
to give air End support to units and l;idivic1dl&l GIs Vr;iO vt’ere carrYing
pegdo IIterabure, in a very real sense the enlisted men of /bnericas
around force:3, in opposition to thier offIcers, 7_l&ve made a truce with
the Vietnamese people ,

To quote col, Heir,I &gain..-'!Sedition, coupled with diss afeet;ion
Wittjeia the r&nks, and externally fonent;ed with an audacity and illtensitY
previously IAconccl\7able9 infest£; the Armed servIces , At best count

there appear to b8 ear,ie 1&L} underground newspapers publlshed on, or
aimed ai;p US military bases , At least 1& dissident ::[ organizations now
operate ,more or less openly , A three man :Law office v.'as set up last
Fall in $ai€o lr to provIde !’nee civilian :Legal service eor dissident
soldiers beIng court-In artl&led in VIetnam, 26 off base anal-war

t+coffeeho.Use8n ply GIs with music, coffee, anti-war literature, how-to-
dow it tips on desert;long and simi liar disrupt;ivo cornsel8 ,I’

.The ! GI movement is not just a refusal to bc cannon fodder for US
imperi ailsa, it is emerGinG as a 8enuin6 revolutioa8ry movement, The
figb,t' &e8in3t racisn9 both on and off base, bei% :Led by Third iT'orld
GIs is one of the most Import&nt aspects of the liberation struggle in
America, 1-ne sItuation in the Army and MarInes is so explosIve that the
brass m&y soon bae needing cIvilian poIIce to quell anne(! uprisin€ on
mi]_itary basos,•.-Fjrat would happen is the Army 'x as cal:Lod in, nowp ta
supress a ghetto uprising llke :lc}roit is a question that the Pentagon
prays will not have to be answcrec}\:

For the first tt,Tie since the -:F930s lar iia numbers of white working-
class youth are involv IIne thenselve8 in a revolutionary movement, Coming
to:ether to fIght the oppresion of military service begins a process
that reaobGS far bo •ODd the b&p't)ed -tV Ipo confines of the ba86 8 Th:pouch
stru::glc as ainst the brass workinG class you't,h have an opportunity to
aquire j'nfor-natIon and know:Ledco that the systom has dot tied tIIIen in tho
DaBt , I?leT havo put this unders-Landinc to work urd out _Qf it is developIng

a revolutionary class consciousness and orca,ii_zation, IIn the pt+st t:le
orfic8rs have a]ways been able to count on the whIte GIs- to keep the
Thrid t.or:Ld brotl'ror8 in their place, Now the brass is often confronted
with Black and whiLe soldiers fiallt;inc tollother against a common enew,
This process is just beginii-,b, but the direction is clea=I
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The inDo!.tance to the General :novement in AvIerica of the

involvement- and leadershIp of Third \Torld and white working-class youth
can not bo stated too strongly, it is these ,nea and women and their h
brothers and sister already an the uneupioyment lines that wIll be the
backbone of bile inc>vc:!ent in the coming years ,

iI projects and or:arILzat;long have been integrating the strue=616
of enlisted men with the str.:::Bleu 8':'i nd on in the civilian co:a£unity,
; to have been active in labor 3trLkCS , campaiGn to free politIcal
prisonera+ tenant strikes, etc , 'lo:iron at most projects are woIIrlr18 witkr
bIle v,' Ives a:le de;e!!day ItS of the :Is a;-,d there is an org&:ri.zins project
at the major :.:,'AC base, GIs have, of courso9 particIpated oxtensivly in
the ayIt;i.+v&r =ove:aent , On Arrrai Forces Day :Last Z lay 179 there Ivere ant;IM
var dc,lolrctrat.ions at over SO base8 , for oxauple the march by more then
:L, 000 act Iva duty GIs at Ft, I load Texas,

All of t’Iris has llot; gone unnotIced by the pentagon, Repression in
tPie mi. J. It;t'.ry ?l&s been greatjy Intensified, ’iilit; arT 3tockad03 ara
dea 'LF;nod to be so trduruan t:’tut deIItIl on the battlefIeld is pro=forred to
confinement in a brig, in order to doa:L with the growing political
i’rsurect Lon of :Is, 03,>eel all.)' Black C}Isp the stockade8 have been turned
into co:lcerltration car: lps of urrb6lievable brutaIIty , These conditIDn3
’nave, over the last 2 y3ar3 , sparked literally dozens of stockade uprlsln
= ally of triern resultinG in tHe -nurder of inmates by the 8aurds , BehInd
bile wall of military secrecy iILtle news of the beatIngs, gas sIIngs 9 ald
L=ill.iiI.TS has leaked out , Cut-off from the cIvilian cozmtrrity wrd operatin
under 1 Pull it an, justIce" the brass is able to frame and jail GIg almost
at y,’iii , R'be on 1_7 dei'err3e the Sls have is the 30l'liar ity of t?rler
.irot:icr's and gl_star8 , A case in point is pVt, BIlly SmIth who is one
trIal gc)r !!is IIfe at Ft , Ord C&llf , The brass is trying to execute hla
for a ori ''!o to which they have no witnesses nd no evIdence+ ottlenr than
the statement by B111yt s co'3rn&:lder that he is a tttroublenak8 rn ,\B111yt B

brothers are not going to let the offIcers merder him, last week over -
200 black GIs sta .ed & march through the base to bd8,in a Free BIlly
carIpa Ign ,:

ouR \htm: that bbc al noverne Ilt needs is cIvilian support+ The noaa
for inoney jg critical, BxistirIB projects have been unable t.o implement
despcratiy nece8sary programs bee&use of lack of funds, Gi organizatIons
at many na8es have asked for projects to be set up but there is xxX no
money for new projects , Ls; bal =ost8 ure s:ryrocket;ing, Every week r\ex
underground par)ers are 1a'lnched, all oF thorn depending to one flagree or
another on civiIIan support , The GI also needs pol ’.tical support froEI
the cIvIIIan COnD3tLr, It7 and !3vol-v’Bent by civilians in the defense of
nil it;arT poIItical pr=_son'irs ,

t: it is niv&rs been my contentIon that if we could raise the
hard left millt&rF arIa political cadre in f&s£i3t America, that
cadre wouic1 cone 3:roll; either the prisons or the dissident ol8rnentis
wi. th-in the WIred s'_rvices,’t-..nGeor€;e Jackson,

SU )port Our Soldiers T’.O. Box 3061 Oaklald CA9h609
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