
REPORT FROM C,REnT LAKES MOVENENT FOR A DEMOCRATIC $11LIT \RY

This report is mainly in response to the CAHP proposal9 bu# is somewhat more detailed than that
proposal called for, We hope that it will give .p?ople a general idea of where our project is at
politically, and what kinds of things we are doing &nd want to do+

Ie NA:PURE OF 0UR PROJECIT AND 0UR VORK:

\nut is now MI,m grew out a small number of sailors and civilians who got together9 to put out
NAVY TIMES ARE CHANGINt (NTAC) 1 in the first months of 1970, About five months after NTAC first
came out I hIDm was formed from the people working on the paper ! adopting bagcia11y the same pro-
gram as Pendleton '}IDM, Altogether! NTAC and_WDM have been here almost two years, Our project
works mostly Y.,itn sailors at Great Lakes Naval Training?Centert s Service School Command1 and
the Transient Personnel Units, Great LaKes with a total population. of 429000+ t is the largest
of the ttweb Basic Training.-.Tec}ulica1 Education facilities maintained by the Navy, it also has
a ve€y. large hospital complext and a school for Corpsmen and Corpswomen, it is located in North
Chiaago9 one of the heavily industriajized northern suburbs of Chicago! about 40 miles north of
the city, Presently we ate working out of an apartment about a five minute walk from the base ;
WItH last jture r,’e had an ideally located office which Ms an even shorter distance from the base
but our lease expired and the landlord was less than anxious to renew,

Great Lakes is an oddball basel in that among other anomalies it is located in the middle of the
ooantry9 and =.,'ith the exception of the Admiral1 s yacht! it has nothing to do with boats, The
nature of our project and our work are determined largely by the nature of the base : predomi-
nately white, overwhelmingly male , and a relatively priveleged temporary duty station! the aver--
age length of stay here bQing about 5-6 monthg , - ife have va#ing but generally limited contact
-with Th:rid World (hereinafter TV) peoplet and almost no contact with the small. Wave contingent;
the former as a result of the practically all-white c6mpQsition of N[DIVI and the resulting low le--
vel of activity! the latter as a result of a lack of . time and pergorInel, Vle also are very igc-
:Lated from the boot campf and more especially, they are isolated from 'eveIvt lang, IVe have some
contact with people doing work in our community9 but it is generally -limited to coordinating som€
political education activities and mass demons+;nations, There is v6zv little that can be done
around Navy wives and dependents! since not all. that many people here are married, and the fer/
that are usually dont t (can1 t) spend the money to have their families move here for such a short
time ,

Our work is in several areas.. publishing NTAC on a more or less monthly basjg ; veekly political
education cla99es dealing with communist theory and struggles around the world; u-eekly films,
speakers! and discussions on a. more general political level- than. the PE. 61 ass; on_going =uss
work suph as thc-3 . Tyrrell-Hallmark boycott and propaganda distribution; and serve the people
work in the areas of counseling and legal aid9 with this latter work being in conjtulction with
CAM I .with whom we have worked practically without interruption for well over a year In our
PE and coqnseling we attempt 'to conciously relate to the working class origins of the majorit:
of the people -that vle meet

We see our work here as being primarily conciousnesg raising and educational ; the ndttue of
b&se making it difficult to envision a stable9 8ro'r.'ing mass movement on or off the base,
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The staff opel.,ites on the basis of democratic centralism9 practices crit--self.CPit9 ie re9uired
to pa,.ticip,it,e in PE classes ! and become familar with various veapoTg and their uses in bi-n'?n-
th].y practice ',t a nearby range , it is important for us ton ot;e ( altho it doesnt t quite fit
in ;iih anything mentioned so far) 9 that the staff has for all intent3 and purposes de-
cided to ”-{)hase:outll women at t.hib- pro ject1 or at least TIe will not actively recruit single wo-
men to come here, The reasons are iI.any, the most obvious being male chauvinism and isolation
from other sisters, We invite discussion of this , but ’grill not gO further into it right now+
4, ) Atore politically advanced people who expre3s a desire to become communists are ' Invited
to join the collective which exists outside of the LiD).FI structure proper, The eo11ective eva1''
turtes the work and individuals against comr,lunist criteria9 and engages in cri+;-self crit and
PE more intensively than the staff ds a =, 7hole can be expected to,

II , OUR VIEW OF AMERIK’iN SOCIETY :

We viev/ present day Amerika as an over developed imperialist nation which ha8 gr6'irrr fat' thru the
exploitation of the entire working class! the super-exploitation of TV/, workers 9 &nd the plunder-
ing of the rest of the ’,-,'orld, it survives in part as a re$ult of the pacific a+ion of some geg-
ments of the white ’./orking cla8s by force9 fear9 racism! and the - ti(1 bits some workers receive
as a result of the super exploitation of the internal and external .'imerikan colonies, Nevert;he-
less ire viet'.' the workjng class as a ’ahole as being the only social group that can- bring about
the final destruction of imperialisn9 and build socialism! and this vre believe it' h'ill do, T/e
see racism and sexism as being basic parts of the foundation upon =.vtrich the enpite is built,
Theoretically we vi'e lv the class struggle as being fundanenta1 to all else9 but .it this time we
think that the s.truggle of TV people against the imperialists (at home and abroad) is the pri.-
IIjary contradiction 'dittl h'hich we must deal,

PTesentIY thq imperialists are fighting for the survival of . the US as the pre•-eminent 'iiperial-
ist poqc?r+ Under attack from within and without;9 the US government is resorting to - openly fas_
cistic repTessicn of all progressive struggles! md attempting to reassert its control over an
lncfeasingIY restlesg jabor force , From this turmoil -,ie see two possible ’ ' . ou{cones :

i? : : I : : : n } } ; i : +B : pll r 0 :r; 0 H: : : I i : : n : ; viiI : i : : i iv : Eea { : t : : : it ! : : : ai it : : TiLT ; gtS ; : 1 irb : IS : : : IS : : d
clalism' will triumph; the question is whether or not a period" of fascism can bb?,lv;,rte£+ - I
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II:[e THE MILiTARY IN A}{Rim :
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tion of all the worst aspects of US society: it is a bas$ion of raci3m9 sexism, and politic??I
reaction.I and makes the clms divisions of of civilian socIety a point of law+ Like anY nil-
itary establishnentp it m}rrors the society it serves-. it is wracked bY struggles ag'l1 pst Pa-
cisn1 rotten living conditions ! fascism, sexisn p fascjgml and bullshit• Like .the working class
from which nOSt GI 1 $ are drawn? it iS increasingly unreliablep
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IV, OUR PAST 9 PRESENT 9 AND FUTURE :

Past : Our '.york at Great Lakes has been pretty consistently of the tYpe described above : concious
ness raising and educational, -,: e have three miss demonstrations to our credit- two AFI)1 s and
a rally-rock festival, Our STP pr68ra,ms in counseling and legal aid have also been consistent
and of high caliber,

The existence of MDl[ at this base has put many people thru a lot of changes p61itically, ' have
sent quite a f ev/ potential and actual revolutionaries to the fleet;9 and returne,(} nany more tp
civilian society, V,re rarely find out what happens to the people 'aho . pass thru F'EDFi! but Ive like
to think that ye have had a little influence on the events on the Conste11atioh and Coral Sea,
We also make ': effort .to steer vets into movements in their home towns When ive can,

We have nade = lot: bf mistakes in the past, and expect that more will be made in the future,
Altho bye often times can1 t or dont t prevent relapses and new fuck ups ! we have learned enough
to be able to recognize our errors I?hep they occur,

Pt-esent : Our present work has been described. above : PEI iITAC;! the boycott9 etc, Vie Liention one
problem we are having in hopes that people may have sone suggestions, Our problem results from
circumstances fairly '.veil out of our c=ntr31, The o=,b'ner of our a,partnerit has forbidden us to
advertise - our address , . The effect of this has been a downward spiral in the nIh",rbers of people
who .know where' :ve al:ep consequent:by :fe\ver and ferrer people are able to learn frc,n others ! and
with the high rate of a+tri+;ion here 9 it .',.-,-on1 t be long before n,e are sitting here all alone + in
additic>nt the GI cadre8 v,’ho .have been ',rorking with aDa the longest are up for -discharge sh(.)r{.,
ly, Ve are fortunate enough+;o have two of then planning on staying here to work with {he pro_
ject7 but a strong civiiian staff with nothing to do is of little value, The logical s,)lu lion
_of courge is to find a place that ve can publicize , bu+; such places are fe\T and far bet;, din up
hereg We have considered buYing a .house (and th; it looks like what we \all end up doing) 1 but
y? don it want to stick that puch moneY into something for lack of anything better if vri can help
it• . Alsop none of us are especially anxious to sign our nance to a 30 year contract B Any stB_
gestions vi:LI be appreciated,

Future : Unless conditions here change dra.stic£'-11y9 our goals are basically to involve great nunn.
bers . of people in developing .really effective prograns of political cducation9 agitatic,nI and
serving the peoples =';ie knox:,’ that it is sometimes possible to organize fairly la;ge numbers of
people in individuals schools around living conditions and harrassnent I but these tend to be
short lived. and dead ended, Ideally ve would like to see a militant movement dra.,:m from all
sections of the base- but \ve are not idealists and bve see ' ow project nainly as a rana tean forthe movement in the fleet,

V. Tm GI Momm'F AS SEEN FRC)!\.t GREIAT IL\KES

TIe see the Gi Movement (Cim) as an anti-imperialist movement with gPe3t revolution'-„rY potentla1.
IVe believe th'.t it should function to : spread the conciougnas9 of the nat IIrQ of US imperialism
in its many === acts ; fully exploit our ability to strike concrete blows against the imperialists ;
and become an integral part of a broad based anti-imperialist movement, These three functions
we term eciucntiont action7 and integration,

EDUCATION: We should educate ourselves and the masses about the nature of inperialisml and the
role of the nilitary in an imperialist society, Ve should concentrate on the role the miliatrY
plays in naintaining US domination of the Tir cl T;erici. ; the =./ays in which the uiliatry perpe+;u-
al.es racisn and is a tool of a racist ruling class; the ways in which the nilita'T is used to
defeat the people ' 8 struggles for better living conditions ; the uses of the military as a means
of fascist repression! and the fascist nature of the niliatry in general ; and the ways in which
the military perpetuates sexist attitudes and practices , Because of our analysis of the mil-
itary as a working class institution1 and in order to lay the basis for a people is army essential
to the defense and achievement of socialisnp we should develop a clear class perspective in our
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edueati6na:L work,

ACTION: The' GEM already has won may victories 1 aid will have many nor:eb We should be =eadY to
ni.)ve as 'quickly, ' ds- deci9ively1 and qq; !a}itently as posH}p+e whenever possible and hecessa;rY:
He can and shduld look to the the when I tirrning the guns jiTFound- beclones .a political and pra$>ti-
cal reality on a nass scale, Our particular areas' of attica-Man 'should be around internat+om.I
adfe;ltur es such as SE Asia9 or more likely in the future9 Doclinic£’.n Republic tYpe actions ; aFound
riot control and strike-breaking avtivities ; and fa9cjgt ri$.offg bY -the nilitaJY•

Ive should engage in day to day struggles ag;inst r'.cisn! sexism! and the usual bu11shit of~ the
Eli}itaryl and neVer ignore our abD+ty ;;o toss one9 two? n.any monkeY wrenches into the wopks• He
shouLd become better able. to Serve the people by increagih£ :ota-; chp abilities in- the arQas of . leg-
a:I did . and counseling,

The vh61e novedent;'- should begin thinking hard about a non-.bqteavcr.atic national structure that
wf11' facilitate exchange of inf ornrltion! coordinate actions-9 abV6}op our politics and unitY on
higher levels , arid generally be less h.IP ,hazard about tbd ;hi Ie thing, We support the idea of
a .recognized national newspaper as .a first step in that dirdction,

INTEmTiON: Our education9 &gitaji,)nt and actions must not ' only be concerned with the Hoveaent
inlt;he military+ Ve 8hou3.d learn .£roFl our ' experiences and con-tinub to relate our itruggles to
what- is going on in .oUr conuunit.iep ,and around the country, -lie - should offer whatever support
We can to the day to day struggjes .of people in base. connunitie’sg particularly strikes’.In- near--
by factories and on the base, This kind of solidarity goes fat in' moving the entire gtrugg16
tb a higher level,

It iP important. to develop a conciouness that- 6ppresgjon does not gtop at the gates of. the base,
By 'i:inking up struggles now! .we s.tire.ngthen the entire progressive nQvenentiI and encotuage .GIf 9
to, become involved in .the civilian s-truggle following disdhrhge-,

He_ should be looking to the ddv91opnent of a vezV broad anti..imperialist novenen-t, .GI1 st because
of their direct relationship to as imperialism can and should - play a leading tele in the
fight against inperialisn+ Furthernlore1 since the Gl Movement is ogsentia11y a novenent; of -work_

iHitl::si£e:l}elhi! ;to}!!scanciously become a working 91a3g moverlent I and put forward those

That IS all folks !
ALL PO:'IR TQ THE PEOPLE ! ! ! ! ! !

GREAT L;":KES MDM


