
nPORT PROf THE FOqF BRAGG COLLECTIVE (HAYMARKET SQ,VAnE CQFFEEF10USE}

We hail from all corners of tho count:ny and
have joined together for ? cc'mmI'n revolution-
8ry objective . . . , Our cadres must show concern
for evory soldier, all(] all_ pco!)ie in tha
revolutionary ranks rnust care for oach other,
must love and heID each other.

.--- "serve the People ti . Mao

A brief description, of Fort Bragg, North Caro]_ina :

Ft , Bragg, NC , nhomo of tho Airborne !1, is the home; base of the 18tih Alrbo_"t.'=
Corps whIch is the S ,S , is ground strike f orc8 used for instant doployment
anywhere in tha world where the dollar is throatonad . Unitis making up th:.'
18th Abn Corps include the 824 Ahn Div, Corps Staff , Corps Arti11ary and
the 12tih Support Brigade , The IC)lst Airborne Div, , locat;od now in Viet;na!’:
And usually auartorod at Ft , Campbell is also a part of tho Corps ,

The 82d Abn Div, BAmorica : s Honor Guard it, is the major unit on post and
shares notority with the JFK Center for MiIItary Assistance (Green Berets ; ,

The Division is the only unit other than those in Vietnam that is kept up to
full strength and always has at least one third of it on ready alert cons'JanE-
ly, Examples of its rnobility is the 3rd Brigade , 82:d Airborne Division,
which was d8ploy'oe] to the Dominican Roi-;ullllc irl 1965 to prevent its liberation
and it was also .used as a part of Wostmo=eia ncI is reinforcements after the
Tot 1968 Offonsivo , The Division is aiways kept on alert for any Movemen';;
action whilo constantly- being trained i:''. riot control tactics and was used
during the D,C , May !)ay activities . Other alerts were the Jordan Cris:ies ,
Pakistlab , and New Haven , The Division is ccnsbantly sending parts of nit;self
to Panama ,. Kor8a , and Turkey on training missions to impress upon the local
peoples in that 8roa the capabilities of Anrerican ImFnrialsm. Another
function of the units on Ft Bragg is the 1:solilng of the Pentagon", where
massive and expensive dIsplays of - mIliliarT hai"dware and firepower are giv8n
to high military, government and business ieador8 .

The JFK Center is used to train S -3cia1 Forces and off icors of puppet arm:Los
throughout the world in counter..i_:LSlrrgency 'bechntqL-1, 3 o

Both units ara ultra ma-cho al.,d. anti-'co:nmun'i.st in thoir propaganda to the
on:Listed men , For instance , on training o!*era iitons the opposition is a].1~’ 3)s
:Lab:Led the Aggressor, which is a satillit6 of the USSR or People tS
Ropub:Llc of China , Aiso the glorious J'.is'i".or'i-es , traditions and acc omp:1-is:-*-'
ments of both unIts are st; Posse d ,

The co11ecti+o fools that hbo Corps is the k JOSh area on which tO concent;Tate
organizing sInce it is the most well '.r£;ed and Llatont 'boo1 of the U+S ..
aggeossion in the Tird World a

The average trooper at Ft Bragg is usually quI.te yQUng (17-29) , a voluntoGr
for parac Huta duty and vary impressionaillo , Perhaps these points mako tho
Airborne ooldior both challanging al' Ii Bra’blfy IIng tO work with e

WorkIng on base is quite difficult I'_\ecnuse of Itn sIze , the large distance
from FiyobLevi110 ( in mi) and the Bras8 : 8 ha:'-,'a8sment of anyone distributing
any litoratlure on past ,

VOLARts image appears to Ilo in for a tarnislring soon bocauso the word is
around post is the haircut policy is going bo t,O cha ngo(i to a shoTtoT
longthp ang that mandltory formations are also comIng back . Both of those
oha6gos and other ’ttightening up” actions will further destroy its
credibiIIty about modernizing ita Image .



Army poli'cy -soe'ils - -to be directed into a post.-Vietnam mc>do and new troops ,

are romindo(i that tho war is over f or them and thus depriving the movemer':; ,
of the opportunity to show GI is a personal ,and blator ' contradicit;ion of
A mori can involvement overs Gas + Other contradictions will have to bo so ' : ’.- . ' #

and exploited in order to ko-ep the GI movement going wllilo still keop Ing
mind that the war d'till effects GIs :Like all Arlldr'icans, but in a loss
porsonalizod sense , The co11oct;ive feels that t;hQ problems_ and soluti cnr ' -?

oppression, capita.lis-ra and irnporiallsm should be explaIned to the people
on how they apply both in the military and in civilian life .

Another tact that can be used is to encourage the continued study cnd
involvom8nt; of Gis after they got out of the service and to get a referr I
sol.vice started for GIs out of the service to get in touch with movemen'-
groups in .their homet;owns , C)nco out; they can build up more class consul,’
ness and to st-rugg:Lo ,

Racism and ' sexism can b-o attack6d bu omphpsizing solidarij=y With a:LI.. oppi"-esR( d
peoples and by humanlz:Ing poople that the military and s9cio'by have cib-
hurna nized ,

Heavy drufs and alcohol use is wldo spread among 811 units:, eppQe.ia+l.}- b! i
82d Abn, called tho u JunOing. JunkIes ’t,--, Tho ' Army is attempting~. to -(5491.
with alcohol in no way, 'and with drugs in tiwd ways , An 911 out. praGk.dow
on users/dealers is One of the methods , but alienaties the hip-.cbltural£s'
favored by the brass and -th6 second is called ' I’Project Ajarpneqs."J ..g plat
propagandized rehabilitation program, The program is opp99e(] by the Bre;
underfunded and refuses -to deal with the social/£>olit;ical_ reasons for.. dr
us03ge . We think that the collective can provide. t+16 8}tprngtlvep....naea.Q,'.. . I

The Haymarket Squdr6 Coffee Hous6

The coffeellouse is located in an old warohous8 in' th d . 6689.. of the . dpl'Jn IOL.- I - „_
area in Fayetteville , it is about 10 miles form base -- . gn the . same sb ?G.qb

dhich comes . in from'-Ft Bragg, There is a strip- of bars , pawn .'sbopg , etc
-- "rip.-off alley" -••. which runs from the coffee Irouge tQ - lh9_.?hopp lot; .
district of downtown Fayetteville , Across the 'st;root from the Coffeo' b-;_/ 3 :
Is an abandoned gas station and garage, whIch a local church has ,takt’3.p o-,.,3r
They nova a small stage, -chaIrs and tables in the old garage , and an oili'ILof
for counseling drug us8rs , 0ccasionally they havo evangelists come ':;o rF,orE
to the crowd of pushors , junkies , and street pooplo who hang out in the
parking lot. That carne+ has been the center of the white ; high school
( primarily) street crowd , heroIne -pushers ,-- jubkiog -qnd 'bad ac:}ii/grqgs dQ!.lai's

The insido -:of ' the cof:foo housd is long and nafrow, with a 'booksto=e al c,lie
end , a food counter, moot;ing room and st;ora room at the other and ; The
bookstore has basically political books on the struggles of GIs , ,Blacks.,
Women j Third world COuntries and pooples , and a small culturo' .a.nd .iTict;ion
section, ' (it is a rejatively big bookstoro with a-bout;' 1,000 titles). :In
betw08n tho bookstoro and food counter is a big area with a reading -area
( newspapers) , a stage and tablos with chairs f6r about 150-250 people .
The decor of the placo, an.d the barn-;liko building, create an 3.€nosphe.re
whIch many people caritt relati to. The walls are decorated with :pos.to.r_s
of the Russian revolution, women is struggle , and US revolutionaries . These
factors , plus others , add up to an atmosphere which .is. int.imidating to
women, non-.radicals , and often to woking c-lass GIs , (althoUgh moro. working.
class GIs have boon coming in 18toly, )

'-1

Programs presently going on in the coffee house include a. .Friday_ ,nIght
folk jam which sornotim8s includes pootry reading, a Wednesday_ night fi -

program wh.on dd show- Newsreel films , as well a-s f.:L:Lpg. on Ch.ina and Cuk2}. ;
and periodic bands (folk--:rock usual::Ly) , Q-h,a- f-i-IIn prog,rdm.._ha'.s . bQon. gr 4w!::g
this fall, and :is beComing 'i bet-tier tool, - hodbter' Shone arg- several. drawt'aQ.Is
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Little rapping i8 done by colloctivo members with pooplo who see the films ,
Often the sound tracks get lost in the_ ra:Pt;ers - (duo to .coffee house design
problems , as -well 'as;--poor- sound tEaoks) , and noise. from peoplo who are nat
watching the films -often distracting-, We have had 'a history of .people leaving
the coffee house when. we start to- show films ; or people not coming in during
fil.ms , whl-ch.-means. that .there is u$ua11y only 10 or iS people watching
at nrost= , (This. history was not born true last Saturd9y when a crowd of people
watched.-!’Peoplois Paricf’ and ltHigh School Rising”, ) . Our regular crowd of
street p6opl:8 and a few OIs usually attend the folk jam, .with varying size
cr6w-ds- for the bands .(a- big -soourco of molloy.-makingi )

In -tie-rms . of antort;aiLment at- tho coffee house, we h8ve also had the FTA
show ( ib April) , -tIlhd San Francisco Mime Troap© '(Which; was a hugo success
and 8 .gQod stimrlb.tIt -for other political activities -for about; .a week) , and
Bd-rb-ara Dane (which was only a - partial success9 for ,a variety of reasons . )
We also h9v6. had a program of political spoakors Including, most recently
Pi,- a br-ottr'e-r. froM- the Young Lords ,Party in New York who. was in Attica
during the massacre , Wa had a group of people moot;ing about the county
jaII aftor our demonstration and rally in rosponso to the Ab_t:ica murders and
tho qurder of George Jackson, The Gl Union also meets regularly-'witih 15-
20 GIs now e

Ganges in peoplo' coming into the coffee:house : Basically there are more
st;ro-at people and fewer (}Us comIng into the coffoehouso , However, of thoso
@Is - who come -into the place, dore are worKing c-lass , and. fewer are middle
clas-s , - The regular$ usod to 'b:a maInly middle ,class Gis; now tho regulars
are- working ' class (}Is , . When goQd publiQity is ciono about a big, event , a good
number of ' GIs- come into the pla.co , . And there . are more Vietnam Vet;eros

Egg;:Bgt;iehgh$a9ev6 ' tbd.pot-entia.i f-op b-Qing a sTpong baso fo 'Viotnam Veterns

Major o\rents and speakers :
1,- FTA or-USSF shaw : "slnco tibore wa.s 8'wholo analysys Qf this in the 1'larch
U$SF Bull6-tin, wo 111 only briefly mention it here , it obviously. brought
in 8 hugo; orowd that thoroughjy. on joyod the show, it did raise soma
consciousness J= but there 'seemed .to' be littje- long•'rango pollt;:Ical value ,
bocauso tiherd was no follow-up, -. Thjs .has been the biggest , problem with
this ovont 'anc]: -all others ment;ion9d below : a good .number of peoplo . are
brought Into~the .c-off6ehouse at .that ' time and afterwards , but sinc6 .there
is- litit;l8. to ’ hot;' involved in/ q.ybs8quo6tZy J l;boy’ asd611# c08s8 coning, I ,

Tho -UssR -show- also demandod an incredible amount of time , energj. and cost ,
Who can really measure if it 1 s worth it ?

2, Barbara Dane and her son came down to do a joint show '.-- her. singing and
his showing slides and rapping about Cuba ( in Spetmbor) The prob1.oh. -is –that
she was very late , which' we considor6d Ivory bad since $60plo had Vo wait for
boars’' --. since; people were restless whon'.she finally_ ariived , we felt sho
spent. too:' much tirne talkIng instead of ' singing , So a numI)or of people
left ,, Her son did not: show the slides until real late , so that only a few
people saw them, AgaIn', there was the same prot)lam with lack of follow-'
through ,

3 , San Franc lsc.o Mime Troupe ---. This theater group performed Tho Dragon
, ':Et was so relevant; Tang
There was ahuge crowd . We fell

the show deftn:i_tiely raised politicl consciousness about the political
corruption around drug selling in Vietnam, Howovor, it -dla not - have
much impact on drug usage, but - one could haraly expect one performance
to accomplish this , For a short whil8 after the porformancQ , more $ooplo
cdma 'in , it was' unfortunate , the Mime Troupe could not spend more t;iom
here , talking to people ,

Lady’s Rovonge, which was just fantapticMMblems' ati the coffeohouso ,MM



Work with 'hig Jh school students :
We hate worked wIth high school stuc]ants for a number of reasons , . First
of all, they are a part of the military community in thay most ara sons
or daughtqrs of military people . Also a good nugbor come into the coffee
house , The schools here are run like the military, super-oppressIve, so

,. ’aor of ' stuc: rents have been radicalized , The overall probiom w}th work
with high school stud9ntis has been the lack of follow-through, continuous
efforts–to work with thorn, There has been a group of students that has
focused rnost on writing a high school newspaper, Ther6 was a paper at the
boginning of the year, –but neither staff nor students really made an effort
to–keep this up , Some key high school students have become more involvod

(

in drugs which has created a big problem, Also there was $ high school study
group for a number of weeks . But there was no continuous cc'ro, and people
failed to do the reading . Fewer and fow6r' poop:La came for a number of
reasons , and the key staff membor rosp6ngiblo went to work, so the
stopped , Sbudentis did not seom that enthusiastic in continuing it .

group
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C'lie Ol:' the bigger changes at the coffee house lat6ly has been OUr efforts
<;o 3Llange bAe nature of how decisions about the coffee house are made +
! -n t.be past , the collective has made eVery decision about the coffee house e

Id= have changed to have decisions made by two groups o We have expanded She
cc:' -'_ective into a npolicy making 'g+oupn made of colloctivo members and GIt s
:: oCker people in Fayetteville may- be in'eludod later, ) This group meets
eye ry week to talk about political direction in the ooff80 house and to
cake general policy decisions , ie , what kinds of books wo will buy for t:26
bcolcst ore , etc , This working collectIve ( as opposqd to the living collective
whl.ch is those of us who live together) a:Lsd meet once a week for political
r) .! dy

Once a week we have a community Meeting which decido s programs for the
coffee house . There are sub groups of the community meeting which work
on ontortainrnont , films ,' arts and crafts (developoing a craft canter and
doing publicity) : SQ far, this '.group has only met three or four times ,
and hasen 1 t worked out real well, ' Part of .this is due to inconsistancy
in attendance at meetings J people not;' following through on commitments
(ans the colloctiv6. not taking -initiative to encourage people to follow
thr6ugh and fulfill responsibilities ) ) and general constituancy problems ,
Though these problems do exist , t:hd whole idea has worked out better than
we thought ; thoro is more interest than we eipect;ed ,

BRAGG BRIHFS

Bragg Briefs is et the present LiMo - recovering from the recent loss of
almost all the people who had been actIve on the p8p6r - in the past year,
Loses have been almost all- due- to pdoplo leaving the service , usually on
early outs , This followed tho collapse of (}its United , by about two
months , during which time the papor was not published .

Now there is a group of 6--8 Gl is , and two members of the Hoymarkot; Cc,11-
active - .(.Vets ) who are meeting around the next issue , Interest from
GI 1 s on post and in the coffoo hou86 hdS been good and wo have been
getting more information than usual about happenings and bass-les a'P6uhd
post . Many people have been off'ering pictures and stories ,

Surprising has been the numb'd'rs’ of GI'1 s who- have never heard or soon of
Bragg Briefs- despite it’s preg6n io arouhd pos.ti for over. two years , Many
are new to post , both Nam Vets and GF1 s in' the sorvico only a short time.,
usually just out of jump school,
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This has brought QP a gel?toys problem of distribution, Th9 lbrg8st ' of Gi is
dho need and would relate to Bragg .Briefs , are in t.he isolated Ucrackn
units like the 82nd Airborne, (, itting {,he paper tc; then has alway£ -been
? problem, but -_bit;h the current shortage of - people , it has bocc)me" a biggar
hassle o UP to this .summon, relatively open dIstribution on pos{, was '’'’
common + But the new G6nora1 (Hay) is uptight about pap&rs abd coffee
hQus.gs , and has crackQd down on aisbr.ib at ibn,

Diqtribut;ion has t)gen . on Hay Street ( fi,p_off alley) 'on -bus+ nights and
WFe.$ends J through the coffee house, 'and people bringing.copie-s'’$abk to
!ho-ir un;tsi and gen61?al dumping in places where poaplo ' will 'f:Ind them,
Encouraging Ilos been the number of (JI t's who come in th pick up a load

!for their units , But it is still ODO of the major problbms we' have to
wor on ,

NFw$ Qf :Local a'qtic)ns , - including the GI UniQn, - will prQbably . be one of
the me;p focuses.- in the next few tn6nthg , a.s- --Wdll as }rying t& tia together
news : ffam the GI .- struggle around ..the ;-world , .. Hp$afuliy" we'’will . be -abTg to
do Same ._ analysis of the reasons bQhiid tho . net+' Lough ’Army poll(lies J and
relqte them. to-' !ho -GI IS daily hasgles ; Al go; analysiS of the rela of
units like the 82nd'. Airborne Divi-sign;,”Anrbrikas Hbndr Gaard " in crushing
!he s't'rugg:Lq 'f or freodQm all.-ov8r the world ( Domlnicah .Republic J Panama:
Viotinem: Lebanon, Jo?dan, W8shingtoD ':p.,.G : ). , 'WQ also hai}g bgen gQt;ting ’
mo?e info on the strugg:Los of WAC tg a-hd : Gi wives locally, - ' -' ' -’

Ma ying the pa'po? i.ito a -vehicle to rejq'tie to the large nu.labors of younger
GIts cu?rent;IY arriving 'at; Bragg, will -be one of the major pro je'ct; of-’
the near future , These GIt s ari in g&eat majority not &am #Qt; J and are
the co?o of the ArmYS hopes for the next few years , 0nc8 bebe , jClst out
of . iJump s?hoo1 J- theY realize all the shIt is still here ! _ that Volar is
a hoax, etc ,

THE PRiSON GROUP

A.s You probably know, we hq:Ld a rally and march thrQugh d6wntown Fayott_.
-Ville in anger at tho murders in Attica and .San Quorrton; and to trj" to
link the conditii)ns in the county jail with the whoje . prison systQ in . and
issues coming_ aPt . after the murders. Althoug tI'. there wor8 only about 125
people participating (Fay9ttoVillo has ' seen anti.-war He?dheg ef setoral
thousand) , we felt that was a pretty good gLowing s.inc.d wd o61# had about

;:three daYS to organize it in+ ent At the time of tho -- Paj-Ly, we decided'. to
trY to .get an on-going group together to work en '$ris-66 issues , - The group
came togrt;her, and decided to focus on the loca'1 .Qoant_y: ;,jail (as c>ppo god
to the state or federal prisons ) , Host of the poo$16 - initjally in+blved
were high school students and street -people , The -do11dcti to dame up with
several ideas for possibje directIons tho group .CQuld go . in, but in- the
end , poop:Lo word concerned , but not r6a11y. Int;-a' doing,.iDything , Part of
the . problem ma # have been that we didn Jt f6aQwnen8 that he waik into the
county court house and freeing everybody id'th6r9, but in$tQad ; other
more typical o$ganizing Ideas – (visiting- the ja-il - I 'v-}hich' -was done by four
people==IQafletipg, study group, .other.,Kinda of pri$on rQform things ,
information and complaint gathering and subsequent action) , Another part
of : the prot)iam wasn lack of great opt;ba$!asm on tho ' part of the collective ,
and therefore an inability to makd tiLe- isguo rejate directly tp the people
who colne in to the coffeo house , Good things able Ir did happen around the
prison aclon were a radio program broadcast on the station many GIs liston
to, newspotis and radio ads we initiated , leaflet;ing, and rapping 8t; thecoffee house, A



In rapping with GIs we have also boon tioing the GI struggle and stockade
struggle with the whqlo prison issue, repression, atc , A lot of other
kinds of oducat iLt)nal thi-ngs - haIfa ha.;}ponod ground the prison concern, such
as increased sales of George I Jackson is 'book and other prise'n ' literature
tin the book st;crow Ai.though t;hare- is .no goo.up_ .goIng n"ow, Go s.tIll tie
prison 'is.sues in.to. :o.yr rqp8 - and oha- IIberal, mimi8tioE, -In t;FJQn -Is. s-til1-1
workl'dg -on' ref ormg' ;(b..o’as arId 'TV8' into the co:I+q., , at;:d +,) : :

adi in response to the rally and' march J . we read-l.voa-'q lot-'te'+ from -80vora1
women._who were in the .county jail, We also heard- report-s from :the ..jail
that response ao t;hQ..march was '.good , During the march a lot of leaflet:;ing
was dong anrong people on 'the sidewalk, The response from th096-=people was
very favorable , and .many GIs joined : tho.':march,

Several weeks after the Attica- mas,sacro , - Brother. Fi from the. Young': Lord 1 s
Party in New York, came to the coffee house abd spoko' abou'-t -what- had
happened at attica and the repercussions , At that time we al60-'gavo a
ropoFt on. the prison vIsitation to tho county jail, . Again the crowd was
shall-, d-ospite good goal of a.dvbrtizing (leaflots and radio ads) , However
SQvoPa'l :people go'togot;her aft-d'P his ti.elk, and raE>pod fo$ 8. 1ang time about;
what had come down, Non of -thr)sd ;people .showed. up two da'-y-s later I.for the
prison meeting, Two major probleMs wo felt at)gut; this prdgram ware, one
that',we- dic]ntt geti .Fi down here 'd60n - enough pfter tho Att:tcB rdbd:L:Lion, so
a lot of momentum wqs lost. The other problem' was thaI; although Fi is a

good speaker, he is not ve by dynamic , ,

See .:Loaf:Lot gn last page for most rocont; actIvity, which
included lawyers actions and press aqtivity ,

DRUGS. : (three . comments )

1) Drugs hate been a congtadt;--has-sla in ouP w'ork at Haymarket , The corner
across from the coffee house is the cent;or -of a lot of skag pu$bing and
acId sales and a lot of the people Inside the coffee house rolatio to
drug culture in a positive way, The dope scene ropolj8 many GIs from
the coffoo- hc)uso because they ara lik6ly to got hust;:Lad__by_._p.ushers as they
enter t+re plac'6 , GIs tihat ' da ho.ivy dopb dor]it .frequent Haymi-$kat- as the
corner push8rs drake a practice' 6f rippingPoff boldiors , - The more we have
soon the corner _people the --morb wo. have been impressed with heir hardnoss ,

their manipulation of oooh ot;har-j t-heir In8incority, 't;heir isolation from
each other, it is very painful to- watch theIr dacampdgjt;ion and disint;eg-.
rat;L ' knowing that there is lit't:Le we can do to reach thom, To become
involved in patching up the casue:Lt ios that and up on gk:ag is .a seemingly
hcpolosF .task and one tha-t would totally divert us- froth our primery goal of
pe'lit;ical work with act;Ivo duty GIs , Work with p6oplo tri the drug scone
here- in any case, will assuMe an expanded, stqff ,

2) in an analysis of' drugs it is. important to rpmembor that tho relation.-
ship of GIs to a,ope is a gpeeia1 ono.. in the d.op6 -culture , it is
contradictory to be mdr-a-}lstic- about st;root peopl6 hnd dope , and then
to have 8 s-ympq..t:Lotto pergFidc-tivo regarding GIs and dope ,

3) Each indivi.dual {n 'the - collect;iva has difforont views and per.ception:3
of the ' dope problem+ Thgro'f ore We have had a difficult time figuring
out how to present !;his in the report , ' Sb it is vor# irnport;ant for poopl,'
to talk with us about it ,
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STm:11 PBOPia: -- 2' vIews and 1 comme et
\

1) tIlhero has been som’ dtJforenoos of or>trIdR in tha eo11octtv6 as Peg8Tds
. to street people, some members seeing work on tho street bAng part of

_ what we are 8bout, and others thInkIng that wo ought not to ovorextood
our8alvos? and should conoontirata all our roscourcas on work Ing wIth GIs ,
RelatIng to ..too many constitueneiog undoubtedly dispors08 our affty]'Is
quite thin, A bIg qu6stion is w}nth6r to relate just to active duty GIg
on moro broadly to the whole mllltary comrt}unity of FayettevIlle,

Most of the 3traot; poor>ie here are llf ers t. kids around 16 or 17 who hang
8tound tho H8yuurkot afternoons and 6vonings before makIng th6ir cur#8wi
at home , Phair only means of . support other than parental subsIdies seems
to be dope sales and rIp-offs , Many of the st;root poople look on workers
wIth contempt and are blatantly sexist in their attitudes , The searle is
po-nnlatiad by dope culture values and practice-s , Thos8 from uorktl€ cl8ss

sab

famiIIes seem to have lost their class consciousness , looking with scorn
on working p60pl6 , :Fholr identity rat Iron seems to be sought in g8non8t lon...
al -or nobclasd toPms , Of course as poc>plo they are as valu8bln–humanly
as 8ny ot;bar human belliBs; they are unIque and Irropl8clblo people, and
tIny are alienated from many socIetal values , Even though they Lava no
ra:Lotion to the m0838 of production and tend to 1Ive off the working
c:L88a , The ma jro objoction to devoting time to raIsing their consciousnow
r6l8tos to its being a drain on our primary goals of workIng with GIg,
Given the extent of drug use and sexism in this group, such work would
Involvo an onormous investment of time and patience ,

2) WIthout getting into an analysis of who will fight tI?o revolution the .
following paInts ihould be made about street pooplo : 1) tho anti{-&utEort-
tartan:i.am is a banc381 for proiuct; Ive political discussion, Their know-
lodge of pig aot:Ion and h8rrassment; makes them va:Luablo fi?lands wIth
Import;ent infonnatlIon if a non'' judgemental relationship can bo maint8tE8d
batwoen the st;root people and tho collective , 2) Many street people around
Haymarket are strong caoabl6 people who are helpful and intorosted in the
coffee Irouse, but who are anti-'study in a way that is Interpreted as a9tt.-
poIItical by some colloetive membors , #3) The difforenc6 bat;wean rIppIng
off the peopla ana ripping off pigs and pig estabIIshments is ono that is
Lmport8nt; and dear to street people a FInally, this stat8rn6nt= is not
moatlt as a justification for dividing enorgy bot;wean struot poop:Lo and GIs
but E a recognitIon. that wh8t6vor is poIItically corroct, thor$ is a
rol8ttonship that we have to be rosponsib:Lo to, We are mIstaken if we
sea street peopl6 a8 the on8my rather than as victIms of the larger 6neRi8s

3) ebvtously wo are far tram resolution on our rol8tlonship with street
paMlo , Ther8f oro, k80p your cards and letters coming folks, and share
your thoughts ,

QOTlllP£T:EVE HASSELS ( aIDen)

S axl sm :
As any collective with both man and woman livign together, thare oro many
dLsaussiorIS around issues of sox:Ism, There have been many confrnntations
over issues of men exploItIng women, and men boIng oppressIve to wom8n in
the eoiloct Ivo, Some of the confrontations have boon serious sessIon of
struggle, others more SR;nrfllola:L, The h8rdost problem -is the fact that m
most--Bf iba men in bha collective havo a good handle on the hlatent kln4s
of sexism, Howava f, it is tho more subtle, sophisticated , mIddle class,
kInds of oppression- towards womon whIch the non need to work on, At
Luna the k- has boon little willingness on tha part of the men :la tho
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collact}'@g ' to work on their sexIsm, and it !:as al-tlays boon very dIffIcult
for the mon, to deal with tho-il’ . own sexism, Often, discussIons ,,of sexism_
tend to be more c6ntoreil around the sexism which cornes out at 'the coffee-
hoUse (usUally from the .pOor-IQ .who frequent the place, not from the collect! =

aFc$ ?t!\oraf oro never realjy roaches 'bho crux of. the tssuog in the collect;iva .

At the 'Mdm8Ht; there is only ong woman working ~with the collective, gnd there
are no women living jn tha collectIve house .

Classisr}[:
Almost '§i il of us ara mlidle class , We recognize' that . there are q lot of
9roblorn£;\to be worked out in terms of dealing with Glassims , We -have
nbl done this to date , - -

PoIItical orientation anl theory :
Via Lava uli jo_i.ne.'! the ;'roEect with varying degrees .of con8ciousnoss, and
with Varying perspoct;iv.os on socialism and socialist;' tIleon.y, To combat
thIs we have weekly political study rnoeti ws during -whcih time we try to
ans'adr each others i quostl_ons, and to d6al w!'th some of our dIfferences ,
OFten .theso dtscu8s IIons have pointed up ma joP arqoas of dIsagreement whIch - -
must be ',.!t)r:ked ttlrough,

{

:1)ODe ind A:Lcohol3
Dop©.., Jh.gs never boar, muNI of a prob I.en: becau,so it tsn : t around (the house) ,
Ho*,lovat; becak'.go of this , poopJ..e have .f':'om tiemc''bo time rea:Lly gott6n
into art:)ki.ng G„, 6spoo J.a:L:i.y dLlrl ag tX.mos of into'r'na1 cr'isIs , ThIs has hoon
b probieB\ 4_ Ii the pact , to the point of affecting the work of bho oo11o9tivo
’how9ver9 tt doesn IE seem bo be a gr-’o'hli_iiB ;'i<;t):Lom,8'

Persona';Lit;I_os and colic(!ti.vi.ty : ' ;' : . - . . - - 1
I:-t7n not really sure what I was thInk!.ng wi",on X pIr-b thIs $.ubtitlo down J but
I guess !t ? s baal.ca]_I_y two tt IiIrgs , O. io is t Ira.hrs.ome peoplo' are quostion-
ing whether or not they as indiv tOnal s , or wa a-3 .8- .group, shout]11 be
DIving XX 'togethor Coll.ootl,vc 11.ving does torI.-} to cut us off from working
pooplo , -by being such an oidit,y, ThaI;e i,s also disagroomert amongst ittdiv:1
as to whether r.as are just living -together for oonvenionce ’ or .if we want; to
work: on - living t c'gather, The sodoncl thIng is the wIlola . struggle agaInst
indiviJu8ltsm as opposod to colloctJ.vism, -W9 have had. many struggles with
each .o'bhor about making decisions Indivijually, but are much better about
It ; and- cpntinuo towork on :It; ,

i y'

Frustrations of work:
I don ?t think IVO have to point out the frustrations of work around militer)’
basos , Tho constant turnover, bha never ending -work of .bqilding a &roup,
an'l then starting al_1 over, etc . etc . is hard to work: with, Dospit'd the

" faCt that IIe ba sioally view ours6lvos as doIng politils al education and
~ [o'o'flgc-jousnese, raisIng, and we are nat hopIng bo ,mal{o tho..rovojutton'tomorrr
;there 'aro manyn moments of despaIr, ThIs usually rna.inlf’oats it;sJ:If
in poor work, no enthusIasm, or collective SpiI?It , or people leaving
tho project , The major I’r-'ustration for us noW, which we hQpo you will

"’ Llp US - work on p is not having a good sense -that iibe tools we are now
usIng -are corrout , (coffeohouso -. bard; bo6kst oro , otc , ) One of the other
f rusbbations , whIch is often vary depressing} is the .mqintonanco operation, I
of t.he eoffoo house , Every day we are opel Iflthere is at leagt . 1{ hours
or more - of mqinton8nce to do, as well as at loast two 9ft6{noons a -week
are spent doing merchandise errands for the coff oo house . ' These things aT
n c6ssary for the op6rat;ion of the coffeo house , but we aron it convinced
that it is worth thIs effort to acomplish our politic1 work,
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Schedu8 ling :
A one sentence oxplal:natIon to so that we each 1lava house duty once a wook
to cook, a:Loan house, and halro a few hours to ourselves , The rest of the
wooIc we work at least five hours a day at the coffee house, and spend
many hours & day working on ot;har pPO jeePs and studying at home ,

FINARGES (a buwnor discUssion)

One :Last gaap about the ramIfications of the present situatIon 8t; the
coffee house, and thereby a significant factor in the future of the
p:Lacop :FEat is that at one time the coffee house w8s self-suff tclont ,
and even making some money, Howovor, in the last few months wo have had
to come to rely on USSR, ono $100 a month donatIon, and $100 a month from
legal work' to k9ep us going, (The project has a turn over -..• money spent
and 6arned -- of about–$2,§00 to $3;00-overy month, )

CONCLUSIONS :

If you lve made it through 8l:L yhis, we deeply appreciate it , if you dldnIt,
wel:L, thatits kInd of under8tandable , Doing thIs report, although a huge
h8sso1, has boon one of the t:lost ways for us to prepare for this conference ,
Hopefully, we are coming with a good porspec:hive on what the collectIve
Is thlnkign and feeling, and with soma specific questions f OF' us to work
on bogot;her,


	01
	02

