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On April 21 at 5 :30 in the afternoon in New Yo:tk City, my brother Philip and another 
war resiste:c were dragged rrom .a Catholic priests' resideuce by agents of tre F. B.l •• 
Thus 1 abruptly, the two began serving Federal prison sentences (of 6 and 3 years re­
spectively ) for destruction of draft records. · 

Eight catholics, L11cluding Philip and myself, have been sought by Federal authorities 
since April 9 1 the date set for our surrender. Tha:( surrendar was considered practicaHy 
a foregone conclusion. Were not three cle:cics involved? And even if clerics, in a passing 
fit of a berration, had once chosen to disobey the lnw, would they not llOW choose .tore­
pair their crimes with due promptitude ?·L•deed was not the Catholic church to which they 
professed adherence, the greatest single supponive force of the Vietnam war, outside 
the · government itself? 

Indeed yes. ·The government was so su1·e of i'~s prey that it even let us know· some days 
before our sm:render ciate that its justice wculd be tempered by mercy. Once we w~re 
safely b~hind b:ss, a hearing on reduction of our sentence would be held; the outcome, it 
could be -s::;.:pec;;ed, would be benign. Tlius tb€; whip and the carrot, in judicioj:ls·combination., 
we:re to l:..:::ep our skittish ,spirits pacified. 

But on April 21, in Ne\v York, that plan was rormaily abandoned as useless. Nc more 
tlrre2.ts, no more rewards. Some 100 Federal agen.ts invaded tile recto:cy of St. Gregory's 
church , ba';:te:ccd down doors and led the two resiste:cs away. The police ·widened the cast 
cf the r~.:::r i:o include a Catholic convent in the same area. For two successiye days, they 
entered and sea:cched every corner in pursuit of your correspondent. Obviously, they did 
not ccr,:~ upon l1im. 

Thi.s happy pl:enomenon may bear some reflection: how is it that having chosen to bre<Jc 
a law ·and ·~hereby presumably suffer the consequences, one is ied further into an obsc:.t:::-e 
twilight e:.;istence, neither prison nor freedom 1 somewhere between crime and p:misr ... '11.ent? 
Is it realistic in such a nation as ours, where revolutionary rhetoric is common andre­
voluti.ona;:y conditions have by no means coalesced ( even in the case of black Pa.11the:rp ) 
th;::,t a whi::.::! cleric, . sprung from a culturally stifled church, uniailin:sly obed:.em: to G:.:."': sar, 
s hould novr hear a different drummer, and fall in? Is the term "under[f'.:ound" as applied. to 

t:he American ins-cance, a will o' the wisp? V/hat, in America, differelltiates thG moral. vrit­
i:tess of a ja.iled man ( like my brother ) from an invisible man ( like me ) ? V·!hat can acw ally 
and usefully b~ done now, in my circumstances 1 for the peace movement? 

TherG: is a mythology abroad in our country 1 sedulously fostered by liberals and blessed in a 
remarkably superficial way by a former Sup:::eme Court Justice. It has to do Wltll the moral 
necessity of joi."lL"lg illegc1l action to legal consequence. One who acts against the law, ii he 
is to act vi;ctuously a11d responsibly 1 must always .take the consequences; otherwise, I.lis act 
is necessarily tainted in the eyes of good tnen. 
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The principle obviously is of interest to those in power. It is a more or less conscious vindication 
of the social, political and indeed religious status quo. It aims with vigor at the maintenance of 
la\v and order in \Vhatever sector, in order to bring even the most p.essionate conscience under 
control of unchangeable, presumably beneficient public authority. 

If good men, acting in bad times on behalf of serious change in the very nature and function of 
public authority ca.."l be so coerced, it is quite clear that an impassible limit has been established. 
Ethical men may, in such a way, even become a powerful support to an evil regime. In paying 
tribute to the courts, the law, the penal system, they become witnesses to the validity of the 
structures they seek to confront. Jails, lavv courts, police, and the social arrangements which depend 
upon their smooth functioning proceed on sct1edule to isolate and· stifle dissent. The last state of 
things thus becomes \Vorse than the first. · 
It was presumed two years ago that the Catonsville resisters would play their appointed role 
faithfully, as indeed for some time \Ve did. · Vl e remained in peace after our action, and submitted 
to arrest. · 1l'l e engaged lawyers, faced the courts, prepared our defense, conscious that the out­
come of our case was pre-ordained by rigorous secular gods both Calvinist and Caesarian in 
r.ature. In due process "guilty" was the verdict returned against us. The charade of appeals went 
!onvard; \Ve were free on bail; free, that is to a point. By court order, there could be no public 
speech that touched on specific areas of illegal, even though non-violent, action. Indeed, in an 
excess of zeal \Vhich the courts never thought seriously to enforce, I VIas forbidden to preach­
it being thought, in view of my felonious proclivities. that I could only offer an inflammatory 
gloss on essentially harmless texts. · 

I am led to reflect, at this point, how the worst social impasses only serve to build up the forces 
of men's mind and heart for a catayclismic breakthrough. At least in some cases. In many others, 
perhaps in the majority, a ldnd of diffusion of energy, a regressive tolerance builds up, compoun­
ded of illusion and hopelessness. One lives \vith cancer even while it gro\vs internally - as lonz 
as \Ve can hang on to the small chance that it is not terminal. So with a certain kind of liberal 
h~;.e- extinguished by the Kennedy do\vnfall, flaring briefly under the \Vords of McCarthy, at 
le~gth adjusted to Nixon.· For such an ethos to make do, not only must Black aspirations suffer 
"benign neglect" but any movement of the spirit that seriously challenges a rotting social system 
will be treated to a heavy dosage of lil<e euphemisms. 

But \Ve of CatOnsville \Vere cursed or blessed; in any case our readings of the time were different, 
as \vere our readings of what religion required of us. Vfhat are presumably virtuous men to do 
when two years after they have staked their lives on the sanity of their fellowmen, insanity still 
prevails? To some of us, one thing at least seemed clear. Vo/ e could by no means presume that 
the crime- trial- punishment sequence must remain intact simply because t\Vo years ago it made 
sense. Something else might be required; the Vietnam VJar was more violent and widespread than 
ever; the march of po·wer proceeded with unexampled boldness, strai3ht on toward foreign and 
domestic disaster. More victims were dying, wider areas were devastated, the nation was · 
caught, shamed, and traumatized, in the trap which itself had fabricated and sprung. More, the 
hopes of the early peace movement were wasted by attrition and false promises, within and \vith· 
out; the large scale reinforcements of resisters from student ranks, workers, blacks, middle· 
class, failed to appear. V/e of Catonsville were some years older, and as tired as anyone else; 
yet the next moves \Vere still up to us.' Or so it seemed, and seems. 



Some of .us decided to continue resistance, to refuse jail. For ho\v long, \"ve do not knov1. 
V!ith ·what effect, \Ve do not kno\v. VJhether ·we can create in the breach a net\Vorl< of respon­
sibility and support \vhich \Vill allow us to move about 7 to be heard on occasion, to meet the 
press, to write a11d publish, remains to be seen. Everything has literally to be created from 
whole cloth, to be improvised.· V!e shall have to try, at least. 

For \Vhite Americans lil<:e ourselves, an attempt to create an underground presence which \Vill 
be non -violent and politically audible is indeed a chancy one. VIe are neither Black Panthers, 
Frenchmen over Vichy, the German confessing church in the '30's, Algerians under occupa­
tion, members of the N. L. F •• It would be disastrous to apply to our situation the realities of 
colonialism or occupation; and any analogies between ourselves and t.L"le third world, or our­
selves and historic minorities in our ovm country must be explored \Vith extreme reserve. 

At the same time 7 &1alogies are not to be despised. Our government is not merely courting 
disaster in its t:responsible war abroad, it is setting face more and more firmly against 
peaceable chanJe as long as that change threatens the status quo. Such a political atmosphere, 
if pushed far enough, favors the cban~e it so dreads; it bursts the pads· of discontent, resis­
tence and violence 7 and scatters the seed far and wide. A p:i:ofound and \Vide spread sense of · 
fraternity is created across time and distance, between disenchanted Americans and the sup­
pressed masses of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Ho\v long can the rav1 energy of violated. 
enrB;ged men be stemmed at home, when it dra\vs its vitality from all sides, even from the 
very forces that seek to suffocate it? No one can say, least of all those \•1ho control, for the 
present, the course of public authority and the exercise of power. · 

Perhaps in such times, one had best place consideration of purely political gain firmly asideo · 
The odds are simply too great against us to be able to measure our actions solely or primarily 
against such a scale;· If this is so, and I think it may be so, another far n1ore mysterious 
criterion of action must be involved. It is simply the "suffering fidelityu of which Bonhoeffe:r 
wrote in :Hitler's Germany. One takes the onslaught trusting to the rightness of his course of 
action, determined upon so simple a tiling as being a man. Such may, in the long run, be the 
only useful course for now. Moving anonymously about the country, spealdng and meeting w'ith· 
small groups of friends, encouraging an analysis of our lives, our structures, . where a brea.'<:v 
through may be possible; and perhaps above all showing that such a course is practically (and 
psychologically ) possible - in such a \vay the myth of omnipotence of the "system" is punct• 
ured in one small instance. The alternatives are widened, at least, in one case. 

To men and women of the third \Vorld, the above must seem a minimal program indeed. Could 
not Americans, skilled as they presumably are in every technical field from the micro world 
to the stars 7 also construct fabulous and imaginative methods of resistance? Does not De\vey's 
famous principle of "transfer of kno\vledge" come into play here? 

The questions by implication fail to take into account several realities. The first has to do \Vith 
the nature of political resistance, which cannot by any means be equated \Vith technique. In· 
deed technical competence, exercised in an atmosphere of cold war competitiveness, consumer 
economics, and progressive militarization, is quicldy evacuated of the interest due to truly 
historical events. ·V/e are left with very little -the wlgarizing of human instinct,junkers in 
political seats of power, distraction as a way of life, raucous appeals to trivialities and 
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!:zopl~ are ::rwe~..: ander by this stre~~m o~ "goods ~~nd se::..'lices;" they &l·e pr esstn:i2cd a.11.d pre­
cessed ana ~i.l."13lly a.11esthet:.z.ed against morcl cho~ce or moveme.."l).t~ · Even the stJJC:cnt r esisters , 
fo;: whorn tl·~e \'.T~:r ,~.ta.s the occasion of a. ?.Jroiound revul s ion agail18t a~tio:1al absurdiv;, are 
shtl:;..zn e:.s to the futu;:e; wh~rc there is so much to hate ) tt1e task of ! i:""!ciiug so;.-ne thing to love 
is Herculean indee:C~ · 

And yet vte tii.:.1k this n1u st te a definition of hum.:::n 1novt:~"nent; th0 trts!~ of tir~diz:g, i :! the urba11 
C:Ui·n:;> yzxd of ou~ civilization, scm~ clue~ son1e si~:a., of the pr~sence cf ma11; w·hat dii~ec~ion 
to mk~ , vho:u to join w:!:i1., how to releasa t:! a c·elebrat\onai and useful way c:il.ese s j:i:dtual 
ener-gles a.t cur cor.ain2-J.'1d. 
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of world c lt::.tJJC: until it bas undergone its d.:u:l\ ;·!ight of 0.e zoul. ! do not mea..'l this statement 
to i;3 ::?4ys~.a.l-yLrtg or :.:Ostr~c~ .. Quit0 the contta.--y;J I rm~a!l so11.1ethL'1g qui te simple ; America-ns 
have not only b~~., alion.cted Z:rom \':crld spirirual d..-"'Velopmcnts by rur~wo.y tecb1ology; they 
have b~Bil a va ~l.: n!ien.::ted force in t;.!OSt of t11e \Veste~n Vlc:::!d. tv.Ioreov·e~, inti"'~ third Vlorld, 
the vic ious circle i.n Vlhich ti:ey are caught at home ( t11e: engi.ne-~rinz of an inhuman futttre ) P..as 
widonect Lflto a system of. rni!itary ai1d econonric control and r epressiou.. Gpiriwally isolated b:"om 
the striVi"JS of m~n eve:.:ywl::ere for justice, dc;:ency and tha goods of the spirit , America could 
orJ.y e;q>.n:t those claxk obsessions which go by the most euphemistic and deceptive of ph:.:ases: 
tl1e A.."1.1er ican way o~ llie. 

The ll:cePldns oJ. th..:s iron ring will be accomp!isl:~d only by t.l'!e shrev!dest blows, r epeatedly 
su..-uc:\:, un:il tl!e \JJec:.k F~in.ts zt the circle are b~oken and American t11em.selves are free to join 
~::e f:ca.te~""D.ity of I".t1::.n. ' 
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America.· The news is ·~o our pcil:t; blo\'/S struck in ttiidah· , ~ccomp!ish.ing nct.:.iL"'"!g .. 'f/hiie 
America continUes fel-vently to pollute and c!estroy the environment of millions of helpless 
p~>ple abroad, and expands her Eastern war into Laos a.'\d Ca..-nboclia , a ne1."VOU s c all goes forth 
to "sa'.'·e our country's ellViromnent. " A more absurd deflection of true purpose coUld hardly 
h~ ~ma .... ir· -=.-'! ·: ......... . .. Q .... ,...~ 

Right th~..il1g i Ajl iss:.tz is g.anuine o:cly when it is orgcu1ically in relation to every other issue; 
b tllis case, ro the im!)act of :niiitar ized cons-f.lmer-technology on the fate of~ But to the vast 
t;.13.j orh:y o1 Ameri~~"'ls, clisccu:caged by the m.adequ~te political gestur es of t:1.e past years , and 
despera.~i::ly see!::i.~g some grour.d to stand on, the "Eerthday" was a suzmy and simple hour of 
:relief i:;or~-:. t-'he cruel \1/b::.t~r solstice Oi their disco:.tent. ·Any issue is l::~tter than none. The \ Va:J: 

in Vietn:;..:::ct, v~rilf.ch V/:J.r; once Kennedy)s \Vc..r , and t:he:n johnsen's \V2X, is no'\' Ni.Y~n 's Vlar. Ti1nt 
it has bzen :::ore. fr_-;: s tlrt, and on thei:c own sc!l ,, and in L~eir own burned and viola ted fl~sh , the 
w:at o1 ::!!<.: Vietn:lr::esz f.O:ls<mts, and tl>.at bombs and napalm now fall indiscriminately on the 
flesh oi Lu::...!ns aJ~d Carn_J;.cdtln.s, is bes!de ti1e p3l.nt~ ·A fact too large fo1· i..nGCztir.g , too hot 
fo~ r;nliticil. res istance, siro.ply b~yond adequate copir.g. 

Ultims.tely )' teyond co pin~, since it :.:equires teo sttange a meastr::-e of t11ose qualities Vlhich ca..11. 
only flcu:::-ish ¥/l::.en a l~~oyb: have become COltSc i.ous of tJte:.:r ov1n i"'..:.J.ma:., losses and begin to c r eate 
the tools c.i t_urtHl!l gain ... · Sll:.1ply , v1e P..ave i:'lOt 1ost enough, or ~1Jffered enougb, or g;rov.rn con­
zcic:.l.s~ V~le lack a.s a COl'leequence com!n.u nicy, i1na.g!P2-.tiors., fervor~ right thinkil1g, comp.:!.sSk)n , 
coura.g.:!~ hop$: Lllg'Zt'!Jli~y. For the present, "in order to b3 l:ealed, our illness n1u.st get worss:. " 




