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Diem’s wealthy and aristocratic family were totally out of touch with the aspirations and needs of the people of
Vietnam who were living in ever-increasing destitution.
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Hitler was his hero. That’s the kind of govern-
ment we’ve been spending millions of dollars
every day to keep ‘“free.”

Saigon kept on messing over the Buddhists.
Three years later, in 1966, they revolted
again. Buddhist students slugged it out in the
streets of Hue with Saigon’s crack troops.
Saigon sent airplanes in to bomb their own
city of Da Nang to put down Buddhist dem-
onstrations.
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This time, the Buddhists learned that they
couldn’t go it alone. The U.S. and Saigon beat
them by dividing and conquering. Since then,
many rank-and-file Buddhists have joined
the NLF, whose policy is “unite and win.”

Without this unity, the NLF would not
have been able to defeat the armed forces of
the U.S.

Now back to our story.
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THE AMERICAN WAR:

HOW THE U.S. DROPPED THE OFFENSIVE
AND THE NLF PICKED IT UP

THE AMERICAN GENERALS tried, from 1961
to 1965, to get the Saigon Army to do the
dirty work for them, and fell flat on their
faces. The Saigon soldiers looked around
them and saw that they were hired by for-
eigners to fight their own people. Their bosses
squabbled among themselves over who would
get what office in Saigon. Tens of thousands
of Saigon soldiers, deserted and went over to
the NLF or just went home.

It got so bad that American advisors
couldn’t plan a military action without the
NLF finding out before it happened. Who
told them? Saigon soldiers (and officers too).
Nothing was working out.
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What does a big bully do when he tries to
get a little bully to beat someone up and
instead the little bully gets whipped? He
either gives up or takes on the job himself.

General Maxwell Taylor, who planned the
Special War against the Vietnamese, was fired
and called back to Washington. The ““Ameri-
can War” began. The Saigon Army was pushed
aside and replaced by American GI’s, who
came in to save the Saigon Army from
disaster.

The mightiest army in the world landed in
Vietnam equipped with the latest weapons,
planes, helicopters, and electronic computers.
One-third of the U.S. tactical air force was
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“The spirit of the people is greater than the Man’s technology.”
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