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THE RESISTANCE
Memberg of the Resistance are now 'organizing in about ten states• On

OcR)ber 16, 1967, we will publicly and cbllectivQly return our draft cards to the
Selective Service Systerh in several major cities throughout the countrY. On this
date we want ID pIX)voke a confrontntion hwith the SSS and thfough the wlitical,
visible nat11re of the act, engage Hose around us: community, student , and
professional groups. Intelligently planjed1 the action on October 16 will not
lpppen in a vacuum. It is only the top df an iceberg.

Firsts the more general counseling briented approach to draft resistance
provides an indispensible environment for Resistance actions like October 16:
where are we to find non_cooperators if not among those who have been intro-
duced- to the concept through counseling'groups ? The orientation of draft
counseling is impor-ant! however. At this point we need to depart from the
counselor/client service approach. If draft counseling is to be relevant to
resistance it must be made political. Not 'twe will get you out of the army" but
!tif your misgIVings are political, how do you plan to resist?”

-secondly8 the meaning of our action must be made crystal clear to the com-
nauiity at large. The action must take place conjointly with some vigorous
iong,_range community organization. Ibis is where the educational process
comes in. The issues must be painstakingly tied tDgether• Non-cooperation
must be seen in its larger context: a seIzing of control of our own lives and a
conscious effort to redirect the movement of American societY•

llurdly9 the action in October and others like it will be effective onIY if it
is merely the focus through which further confrontations are generated. If
cannot be a one-shot affair. It can only work if it iS a moment of t’critical
mass'' through which we channel our ener©es.

What would this process look like? 1 Again, no one knows, but the Resistance
is planning in terms of something like t}he following: on OctDber 16, those who
M;e committed themselves to the Resistance will return their cards as a
group to an appropriate official – perhaps the Federal Mafshall in their citY or
;rea- For maximum visibilityl support groups will join us in demonstrations
as Massive as can be mounted in the various areas. Perhaps there will be

disruption and civil disobedience. On yrganizational details9 each gPOUP must
feel out its own area•

At this poInt: unIV will Inve declared their intention to resist+ What
follows? How.does thib intention play jtself out in terms of a movement? it
is cmGial 'to blnphabize tInt we in the tbsistance are not attempting to organize
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Both tactically and ideologically, the peace movement must begin to develo
a revolutionary postion vis-a-vis American society. It is becoming.,increasing
clear that peace cannot be attained unless some fundamental change is first
effected within American society, that there is something about the functioning
of the American ’lsysteml’ that does not permit it to respond other than
violently to the yearnings of the people it oppresses. The news dispatches
coming out of Bolivia are word for word the dispatches that came out of
Vietnam five years ago. Nothing will change unless somehow the roots are
changed.

In his new book Containment and Change, Carl Oglesby devotes a chapter to
the phenomenology of revolution, a discqssion of the changes an individual goes
through as he comes to adopt the revolutionary position. One of the early
stages is that of prayer and petition, the appeal to an authority higher than that
which confronts the individual directly and oppressively. The form of appeal
is incantory quasi-religious; "if he only knew . . . ” Thus , if the sheriff is ’:the
man'’ the king can be abpealed to to set things straight. If Bull Conner is
busting your head, just put in a call to John Kennedy and everything will be all
right. One assumes there is a repository of justice as yet untapped.

Clearly, there is now something wrong with this assumption, and we in the
peace movement are just beginning to come to grips with that sad fact of
American life. The incantory petition to just authority – the April 15th march
is a prime example – will not change things, will not end the war in Vietnam,
will not forestall the wars in Thailand, Bolivia, etc. It will reorient neither an
economically expansionist foreign policy, nor a vigorously inequitable domestic
policy. The reason, stated too simply, is that there is no just king . . . or
president. One cannot appeal to a repository of justice that does not mist. The
incantation of protest must become resistance if we are to avoid the cooptation,
invisibility and shear impotence that have, up to now, been our experience with
regard b) the war and the whole issue of the garrison society in America.

There is, however, one potential repository of justice , and that is the
people. The question then becomes: how do we reach the p60ple? How do we
tap the justice of the streets ? There is no easy answer, for unjust kings
have a way of convincing their people that injustice is justice. Values, after
all, are not developed in a vacuum. Generally, they emerge not so much from
the apparent needs of those who hold the economic and political power
the needs of a society as from the apparent needs of those who hold the economic
and political power in that society. A serf remains a serf not because of the
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Wn at his back, but becaase.' b'+has a$©q}yi!,pd coWinced that serfdom
is his just and equitable lot in life, - ' ! “

How do we break throught these lies aRd fictions in tap the latent responsive
ness of a just people, Clearly, long terM projects of oommunity organization
and radical education are necessary. This kind of education must re8Wnd to
but go beyond issues of economic class. Most Americans do not live in wverty,
but still are viciously gnawed at by the ec9nomic and social organization of their
lives. There is an obvious uneasiness and discontent among the American
people and it relates to the quality of thei; lives, not only b the amount of bread
on their tables, Clearly, the issues are related, The Capitalist-Calvinist
ethic is as much responsible for the emptiness of upper and middle class life as
it is for the reactionary uneasiness of lower middle class life, as it is for the
suffering and dire poverty of ”under class" life, as it is for the breakdown of
order in Vietnam, Bolivia, and Ibtroit. Our 12, 000 American brothers who
have died in Vietnam are as much the victim of the functioning of the American
economy and social indifferences as are the countless hundreds of thousand of
Vietnamese who suffer by our hand, as ard the thousands of ghettn children
who daily face rats and roaches, as are the middle class school boys who
measure their lives by the number of tihingF they possess, and so on down the
line. If all the issues can be clarified and' tied together by competent community
organizers, if viable courses of action can be charted by an organized people,
we will again see America moving in the direction of justice and democracy, in
the long run, there is no substitute for solid organization and education.

But there are some short run contingencies we must also consider, As the
United States is confronted by one revolution after another its reaction becomes
more and more apocalyptic and insane. We must act, and act soon, before we
are all consumed by the holocaust. The terrible urgency of the situation asks for
organization and something more. It asks for some immediate well chosen
direct action, even while our numbers are relativejy small.
various radical movements move into a tacIdeally militant phase. We belie
that this phase should attempt to actually stop the process of mass destruction.
Within America two conditions can lead us to that end: D a confrontation and
partial polarization of forces and 2) a disruption of the normal dav to dav pat-
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It asks, that the
e

tern of American life.

CONFRONTATION
Each time in recent years, there has bden a public confrontation around the

issues of the war and the draft, the anti-war movement has gained ground, in
the Levy case, for %ample, a good deal more support was mobilized behind
Dr, Invy than behind the army. Realizing this, the army and the various powers
have attempted to ignore and play down the many ripples (and occasional waves)
of discontent. It is precisely our job to play them up. Confrontation from a
position of strength can affect a polarization to our side while perhaps splitting
the opposition into various factions. And even if the opposition is not split but
pulled together by our confrontation, the current acquiesence of the American
people is just about tantamount to full support of the war. By moving people off
the fence, by drawing the lines more clearly, we am only strengthen our side,
for to move from the acquiesent middle to the reactionary right is in the contact

, ,of 1967 America not to move at all. Thus while confrontation is not by itself
• ;educational, it does serve to tap an already %i8ting will of cynicism and dis-
' ’content and can help to lay the groundwork for a concerted program of long term
' 1-education. Here, the draft is a particularly good issue around which to force

a meaningful confrontation, it is feeding the war in Vietnam. It is the direct
source of felt oppression among young men. The draft as an institution replicates
in miniature much of what American radicals have long directed their energies
against, A strong confrontation around the isque of the draft can serve tD make thI
movement strongly visiblp' to the public at large and attractive to a large communit
of young men. At the _si@,time, it can serve as one of many occenent focal
points around which to naoantba powerful radical movement,

’;I
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DISRUPTION
Flowing from the logic of confrontation combs the logic of disruption. We

know tInt periods of crisis can frequently serve to stimulate growth. At the very
least, they can stimulate changes in direction. Certainly , if the normal day to

4ay pattern of American jife were sufficiently disrupted, people in large numbers
b &ould have to begin thinking about their lives and the nature of the society around
'them. At least the question ”why are things breaking down?t' would have to be
*'asked over and over again. People and societies have a hard time existing out of
equilibrium. If we can succeed in breaking the emptiness of the current equi-
hbriumof American society, a new equilibrium will have to be found , and we
radicals must seize the opportunity to shape the Kew direction. Militant con-
frontation and certain kinds of well thought out civil disobedience can help to
bring this about.
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a slaughter of the innocents. What we do want tD help organize -- with the co-
operation of groups and individuals sharing our sense of urgency -- is a series (

confrontations, growing' directly out of the action on October 16 . These con-
frontations vw:ill take place at qvery point Selective Service seeks to act.

If the government tries to ignore us, we will have to provoke confrontations.
Contingency plans will be worked out in detail. Inevitably, some, if not all of ui
will be brought to trial. In each case, the legal process will be used as a meant
of provoking further confrontations. Again, visibility and disruption. Again,
more new participants.

In conclusion, the Resistance must place itself firmly in the contact of
American radical politics. We all seem to share a brucial assumption: that
people :who have no fundamental stake in an essentially authoritarian corporate
system will be responsive to a confrontation which challenges that system.
American radical politics is in another period of transition, from protest to
resistance. Thus, we of the Resistance feel that a strong , militant anti-draft
movement along the lines sketched above, can be the source of confrontation
which can focus the latent responsiveness of the American people. Success ,
however, presupposes coordinated organization now. This means that th08e
presently involved in viable regional draft resistance programs must come to
terms with the need for resistance in a concrete and open fashion. Now, Let
us, together, go beyond prayers to an unjust king,

nas paper was prelnred by members of the New York City lbsistance

;\(
+

bR



THE RESiSTANCe : I
CALIFORNIA
y Lennie Heller
2171 Shattluck, Rm. 212

Berkeley 849–4950
T Richard Kronish
SIX, Cowell College
Univ. of Calif.
IF Ken llrrsan
1819 1/2 F St.
Sacramento
OREGON
IF Ken Swanson
11 SE 10th
Portland 234-1309
COLORADO
I Bruce Goldberg
1077 1/2 Lincoln Pl.
Boulder, Colo.
MISSOURI
T John Redmond
4812 Harrison

ILLINOIS
IF Paul O’Brian , CADRE
333 W. North Ave.

Kansas City JE:1-6003 Chicago 664-6895
INDIANA
I Dwight Worker
337 E. Atwater
Bloomington
PENNSYLVANIA
I Jim Christy I Philadelphia Anti-Draft Union
217 S. Walnut St. 1515 South St.
Westchester
NEW YORK
Resistance
5 Beekman St.
New York City

$Peace and Liberation Commune
2269 Cooley Avenue
E. Palo Alto

b[ Gene Pete,"s , Frank Rizutto, Gary Lisman
896 14th St.

323-0529

Santa Cruz San Francisco
IF David Kenny IF Bill Stefanech
1430 Alice St. 59 Benton Way

San Luis ObisboDavis

IF Carlton Olseny Bill Vandercook
Reed College 502 N. 5th

Corva11isPortland

IF Ed Duggan
AFSC, 1460 Pennsl’yvania Ave.
Denver 534-6285

OHIO
If ,Yellow Springs Resistance
105 W. North College

767-7296Yellow Springs

138 River St. , Boston
PUERTO RICO

Philadelphia

I Tom Dorney
Collegio San Ignacio
Rio Piedres, Puerto Rico

I The New Patriot
107 Dryden Rd.
,ithaca, N. Y.

$Brian King
581 S. 12th St.
San Jose 287–6098

BEYOND
II Resistance
1093 Broxton, #238
Los Angeles

PRAYERS
753-3782

TO ANIOWA
I Fred Barnett
219 E. Blbomington

338-6185Iowa City
WISCONSIN El

UNJUSTy Dan Swinney, Joe Chandler
8 Francis St.

255-6575Madison
TEXAS
Jim Benson
Box 7834 University Station KINGJi

{}

i

i

Austin
MASSACHUSETTS
f Bob Talmanson
Boston Draft Resistance Union

PRInTED By pEACE and L\6ERhT ION COPFUNE PRESS

L




