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S.,CC Conference J otes: 

'People's Conferences' 
Will Decide Program 

A TLA TA, GEORGIA - Th._ Student, on\'loknt Co­
ordinating Committee (S, CC) wUl place maJor L mpilas1s 
in 1965 on organizmg "Peopl<:.:'s Conferences" and sup­
port of the Mississippi Freedom OemocratH. Party 
(t-.!H)P). 

These decisiOns, and others, were madL at a seven­
da) meeting of SKCC's Coordmating Committe~c in At­
lanta February 12 - 19. The meeting also dec1ded: 

- to encourage "Peoplc:'s Conferences" 111 t-.liss­
issippi, Alabama, Arkansas and Georgia. Local people 
assembled ..1t these conferences would decide on pro­
grams they wanted implemented 111 their areas. The 
four state conferences would lead to a larger metotmg 
bringing together people from across the South to a 
"Let The People Speak" conference. 

- to mobilize 2,000 students as a "Washington Lobb)" 
in the nation's capitol. Members of the "Lobby" may 
engage in non-violent direct action to support the 
MFDP's challenge and to demand "Free Elections In 
Mississippi." 

The MFDP, at a February 21 meeting in Jackson, 
voted on a COFO-style summer project involving sum­
mer volunteers. MFDP county chairmen will orient 
incoming volunteers once they arrive in the counties 
where local FDP chapters have requested them. 

Members of the SNCC Arkansas staff are plannmg a 
late May state-wide meeting of local people to dis­
cuss future projects. 

S:'\CC staffers in Alabama plan to move into other 
black belt counties surrounding Selma. 

SNCC workers in Cambridge, Maryland hope to ex­
pand their work throughout the state's Eastern Shore, 
using some college volunteers. 

Continued on Page 4 

SNCC WORKERS EXPAND 
INTO ALA . BLACK BELT 

SELMA STUDENTS MARCH to protLst policL oppressiOn 
and discriminatory reg1strat10n. "! hgh school kids and 
students from Selma University were a ma1nstay of the 

.llot·e Into Fire 

Rural Counties 

::,LLI\1,,, ,,L.. -- \\ork­
L r fur th~ StudLnt ~or;­
' J. IL nt CourdJr,atin Com­
n itt~~ (5:'\CC) have btgun 
\'OtL r rl!pbtrat!Oll Or 0 anl­
/.3f!Uil 11' five cou1 ties sur­
ruundmg Selma. 

S:'\CC Chairman John 
L.:w1s spoke at thE; first 
repsuauon mas, mct.:t ­
Jng ever hdto in Co) in 
'1earby Wilcox County 
whc re there are no regis­
tered l\egro voters. :\e­
groes comprise /87~ of the 
county's population. 

George Bl!ss, a S:\CC 
worker, has been organiz ­
mg 1n 1\larion in !'err) 
Count} for e:ight wee:ks. It 
was h~rc that J1mm) Lee 
Jackson was bhot and Killed 
after Alabama StatL: Truop­
eors and wl.ttt b) standers 
beat and clubb"d :\c"rc 
marchers ard newsmen. 
Jacksor was buried in a 
hero's func ral !\.larch 3. 

Rcpsrratwn workers 
have· also moved into Hale 
and Lowdnes Counties. 

past few weeks drive" SNCC Chanman John Lewis said. A l\egro m1111Ster, Rev, 
Dunng one demonstration, every Negro publtc school L. H. Harrison, was or-
teacher 111 Selma left school to march downtown. dered out of Gordonville in 

'------------------------...IL.:::::.:::.::.:.:_::..:._::.:___:::=:.:..:__:::.:.:__::-T=:7::--:~~....::.:..;.7,;;.;;.;;.:.-, Wilcox County by shot-gun-

MFDP Completes carrymg wh1te men. The 

Boycott Succeeds In Moultrie 
whites came to t-.!ount Car-

Takl•ng Testl•mony mel Baptist Church on Feb-
ruar} 28 and told a deacon 
that if Harrison "didn' t get 

MOULTRIE, GA. - Over 600 Negro students have 
finally returned to their high school after a three week 
boycott. 

The students returned to William Bryant School when 
the local school board agreed to their demands, 

Successful sshool boy­
cotts are also being con­
ducted in Indianola, Moss 
Point, Magnolia and Issa­
quena--Sharkey Counties 
in M ssissippi. An effective 
boycott in Se\m, and 
Mario~. Alabam,. atd~d th(! 
vo:e drive there, and in­
clu:led a one-day teach:?rs' 
strike demanding easier 
registration hour.;. 

In Thomasville, Georgia, 
Federal District Judge J. 
Robert Ellio~ co>cluded a 
hearing on a request by 

egro parc:1ts fro;n Moul­
trie to close do.vn Brya~t Boycotting Moultrie Students 
High and to integrate their 

chUdren --and other p•1ptls 
at Bryant--mto all-white 
Moultrie High Scho::>l. 

Mrs. CathLrine Hunt 
testified at the he a ring that 
the school 1s "dangero'ls 
to th.::! life and health of ffi)' 

child." She said that she 
had asked her child be 
tra>.;ferreJ to the white 
school but was rdu.;eJ. 

Another Negro pare'lt 
told the court that he had 
sent two of his daughters 
to schools 111 Atlanta be­
cause for th o:: poor fa:::ili­
ues. 

Nearly 4:)0 peo;:>!e w'"re 
arrested during th<! boycott 
that began in Moultrie Feb-

JACKSO:\, !vLSS. --Par~ 
two or th<: .t-1is;:,tss:pp; 
Freedom O·~m-,_rauc 
Party (MFl)P} C0'16CCs­
StO;lal Ci: 3lle:16C was CO'Tl .. 

pleted h~re Fetl. 14. Th~ 
state of M ss. now ha.; -!0 
days to take reb'Jttal te.;ti­
mo'1lCS. 

Over I(JJ lawyers from 
uo.md th" country tuv'< 
dcpo-:;ltion'; frvr:1 -,,;td(!n:s 
o! J'J ~·Jun:t\:;, throu6:1o:.Jt 
the h~<>·l· fc,r the t-.IF:JP. 

Tht? !\11·DP first cha\­
le:11!. _ the Co,, ce.>.; n. '1 
11 hen the House convened on 
Jan, 4. At that tim:- are­
soht'JU'l depriving them of 
the; r seats was defE·ated 
276 to 148 . 

out of the county by sun­
down" he "wouldn't be 
found." 

St'\CC worker Bess re­
ports a Marion church re­
ceived a bomb threat and 
that he expects "More 
beatinll:S, firin gs and shoot­
mgs" as the dnve con­
tinues." 

SNCC Alabama Project 
Director Silas 1\:orman, 
who was recently named 
to direct Si:\CC acti·tities 
across Central Alabama, 
repons that veteran II.:Jss­
tssippi S::\CC workers and 
two-way-radio cars are 
expected to enter the 19-
counry black belt soon. 

ruary 3. Students began a S:\CC bL·gan working tn 
F..:b. H termin:tteJ the central Alabama 1'1 FLbru-

Contmued on Page 4 L----c_o_n_t_it-lu_e;.,d;...;;o.;,;n_~;..'.:a:"~:.'_-.:..J, 
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Indictment Halted 
By Federal Judge 

MERIDIAN, MISS. -- A federal judge who has se~n 
98% of his civil rights decisions reversed and who called 
Negro voting applicants "a bunch of niggers" has dis­
missed felony indictments against 17 men accused of 
slaying three civil rights workers last summer. 

United States District 
Judge Harold Cox said the 
indictments did not contain 
a ''crime against the United 
States" and therefore was 
not in his court's juris­
diction. Althou~~;h the fed­
eral statute under which 
the 17 were charged states 
that it is a crime for two 
or more people to "con­
spire to deprive or inti­
midate any person in the 
employment of his consti­
tutional rights", Cox ruled 
that murder was not a fed­
eral crime and therefore 
the section did not apply. 

Cox, a college roommate 
of Senator James Eastland 
and former campaign man­
ager for the racist sena­
tor, was the first Kennedy 
nominee named to the fed­
eral bench, 

In March, 1964, he gave 
his views on Negro regis ­
tration in his home state, 
He said "I'm not interest­
ed !n whether the registrar 
is going to give a registra­
tion test to a bunch of ni~­
gers on a vote drive, ' 

Law groups - and civil 
rights workers - have cri­
tized the judge for his slow­
ness in handling civil rights 
cases. He has also been 

called "hopelessly pre­
judiced where race iS an 
iSsue I" Cox often semis 
cases back to state courts, 
causing long and expensive 
delays. 

In the past few years, 
Cox has attempted to dis­
bar one of the three egro 
lawyers in Mississippi, re­
fused a COFO request to 
integrate the state col­
liseum, and refused many 
requests to remove sit-in 
and other civil rights cases 
to federal court and reduce 
bond. · 

A second federal indict­
ment against the accused 
killers was not mentioned 
in the ruling. The indict­
ment, under Section 242, 
Title 18, makes it a mis­
demeanor to deprive any 
other person of their con­
stitutional rights " under 
color of law," 

The Justice Department 
has not commented on the 
recent ruling. The depart ­
ment recently clashed with 
Cox when it blocked some 
perjury indictments 
against civil rights work­
ers. The judge attempted 
to hold members of the 
department staff in con­
tempt of court. 

WE SHALL OVERCOME 

THE RECORD 

WE SHALL OVER­
COME contains songs by 
SNCC's Freedom Singers . 
The record on the Mer­
cury label, is available 
from most record stores 
and from SNCC 

THE SONG WE SHALL OVER­
COME, a book of songs of 
the Freedom Movement, is 
available from SNCC BOOK 

AVAILABLE NOW !I 

THE ASHES OF THE LAURt:L, MISSISSIPPI Freedom House revealed that who-ever 
set the fire had first destroyed office equipment inside. Voter registration activity 
there is still continuing. 

MISSISSIPPI NEWS ROUNDUP 
MAGNOLIA, MISS. - Stu­

dents from three Pike 
County high schools are 
leading and organizing de­
monstratiOnS here against 
discriminatory registra­
tion procedures. 

The protests, which be­
gan on February 24, have 
been aimed toward secur­
ing Negro representation 
on a review board to check 
registrar Glen R>rtenber­
ry; the elimination of the 
literacy test here; and 
the establishment of mobile 
registration unit for the 
Negro community, 

During previous demon­
strations, students and 
ad u 1 t s marched througr 
downtown Magnolia to the 
courthouse, where they 
asked to see Registrar 
R>rtenberry. 

On March 1, nearly the 
entire COFO staff and some 
local adults were served 
with an injunction prohibit­
ing them from demonstra­
ting at the courthouse. 

That same afternoon, 35 
s tudents and 11 staff mem­
bers were jailed at the 
County Courthouse. The 
jailed students were re­

Robert Miles, an active 
FDP member in Batesville, 
Miles houses COFO work­
ers. One, SNCC worker 
Penny Patch, was narrow­
ly missed by the bullet. 

ln Belzoni, 70 members 
of the Mississippi Student 
Union attended the pre­
viously segregated Kress 
Theatre on February 28. 
While they were there, 
however, no white people 
were allowed to enter and 
when they returned later 
that evening, the theatre 
was closed. 

In Benton County, local 
residents integrated two 
Ash 1 and, Mississippi, 
cafes. 

A Valley View, Miss­
issippi school boycott was 
continuing as the VOICE 
went to press. 

In Canton, 24-year-old 
Willie Henry Lee of Goshen 
Aprings was found dead on 
February 25. His car, iden­
tical to one driven by a 
COFO staffer, was found 
the next day in Jackson, 

held on February 26, was to 
protest illegal arrests and 
closed trials of 10 students 
and 2 staff members ar­
rested in earlier action, 

A movie theatre and cafe 
were integrated in Rule­
ville on February 22. A 
c r o s s burning followed 
public accomodations test­
ing there on February 19. 

SNCC staffer John Har­
ris was beaten, Charles 
Scattergood injured and 53 
jailed during picketing of 
the all-white public library 
in Indianola on February 
19. 

In Meridian, 15 local 
people and several COR:> 
staffers were jailed when 
they tried to picket a 
luncheon featuring FBI 
agent Roy K, Moore in a 
segregated hotel on Feb­
ruary 16, When Mrs. Fan­
nie Lee Chaney, mother of 
murdered rights worker 
James Cheney, tried to en­
ter, she was told "I ought 
to knock your goddamn 
black head off I" 

In Greenwood, Milton 

l r~S-tu-d~e-n-t--------------------------------------------,1 leased that afternoon. 
Nonviolent 6 Raymond St. NW 

Nine people were jailed 
in Indianola on February 
25, apparently because of 
their connection with a 
school boycot t in progress 
there. 

Hancock, the Reverend L. 
Given and Jake McGhee 
were refused entrance to 
the Ervin Hotel in Febru­
ary 16, 

I Coordinating Atlanta, Ga. 30314 

1 
Committee 

I enclose $ for ____ records and song-
books . Each record is $4.00 and each songbook is $1.95, 

Name --------------------------
Address ----------------------
City State Zip 

Although there are near­
ly 7000 eligible Negroes in 
Pike County, fewer than 300 
are registered voters . 

SNCC began its firs t 
registration drive here in 
1961. 

In other recent Miss­
issippi news: 

A shot was fired on Feb­
ruary 2 8 into the home of 

St. Joseph Church in 
Holly Springs was burned 
to the ground on February 
20. Vo t er registration 
c 1 as s e s had been held 
there . 

During the second de­
mons trat ion in Batesville's 
history, three people were 
beaten while police stood 
by. The demonstrat ion, 

In Canton, FDP lawyers 
and COFO staff members 
in tegrated the washroom 
at the Madison County 
Courthouse on February 10 
during FOP hearings. 

THE STUDENT VOICE is 
published by the Student 
Voice, Inc. , 6 Raymond 
S t reet, N.W., . Atlanta, 
Georgia 30314. Subscrip­
tions are $3.00 for twelve 
months . 
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Selma Strife 
Splits Whites 

SELMA, ALA. - The 
handling of Negro demon­
strations has opened a 
small split among white 
leaders here. 

The split is most openly 
seen between County 
Sheriff Jim Clark and City 
Safety Director Wilson 
Baker. The most visible 
issue is how to handle mass 
marches and other forms 
Jf direct action. 

The split is between 
what one worker calls 
"smart and stupid segre­
gationists." Baker and his 
supporters are ~e 

"smart" ones; Clark the 
reverse. 

Whites here have ex­
pressed the feeling that 
Clark and other rabid se­
gregationists are riding 
what is called the "Wal­
lace tide," When Wallace 
ran for governor in 1958 
he was considered the most 
liberal candidate. The 
governor soon learned that 
race-baiting was the way 
to win and now politically 
minded whites are follow­
ing his lead. A white woman 
explained that "Clark and 
a few of the White Citizens 
Council crowd have politi­
cal ambitions." 

Local whites feel that 
the city has been hurt in 
two ways; merchants down­
town have begun to feel the 
pinch of empty stores and 
businessmen fear that the 
city's image will retard 
new industry. 

Both whites and Negroes 
have been avoiding the down 
town area; whites, be­
cause they are afraid of 
the disruptions and Ne­
groes who have not been 
in valved in demonstrations 
because they are afraid 
they will be considered part 
of one and be arrested, 

THE STUDENT VOICE 

BLACK BELT-- An Overview 
ATLANTA, GA. - The 

Deep South Black Belt is 
one of the poorest areas 10 

country. It is also the area 
where the least amount of 
Negroes are registered. 

SNCC has recently an­
nounced that it will expand 
its operation in the Black 
Belt area that includes 
counties in Alabama, Ar­
kansas, Georgia and Miss­
issippi. 

The statistical tab 1 e 
shows that while only 17.4% 
of the total population re­
sides in the Black Belt, 

34.4lo of the Negro popula­
tion II ves there. And aver 
85% of the Negro famllie. 
in the Black Belt make les& 
than $3,000 a year. 

In the State of Missis­
stppt over half the Negro 
population lives tn the 
Black Belt but only 3,66% 
of them are regtste red, 
While in Alabama a little 
over a quarter of the Ne­
gro population lives 10 the 
Black Belt with only 5,19% 
registered, 

The largest county 10 the 
four state Black Bc~t is 

Wash10gton County, Mtss., 
with a populatiOn of over 
78,000. 1 he second largest 
county is Dallas County, 
Ala., with a population of 
56,667. Negroes make up 
57.7fo of thL· populatwn, but 
less than 2% are regtster­
ed. 

The poorest county for 
Negroes ts Issaqucna, 
Miss., where 98fo of the 
Negro populatiOn makes 
less than $3,000 a year. 
Another poor county is Lin­
coln County, Ark., where 
93.6% of the Negroes make 
less tha n S3,000 a year . 

BLACK Bl.:.LT: L>cep South {Alabama, r\rkan,::,a~. G ... orgia ...tnd l\.lil:.::.I!::>Sippl) Suurct:: L. 5. Ccnsus-
1900 A Black Belt County I!:i<.kSignatcd:l~ Olll that has a i\t:~ro pupulJtlon above 44.9fo of the total 
population 
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Selma .. 
Continued from Page 1 

ary, 1963, Sine~ Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King s Southern 
Chnsttan Leadership Con­
ference entered the drive 
in January, 1965, national 
attention has focussed on 
the state. 

On March 1, SNCC 
Chairman Lewts and other 
workers canvassed in Wil­
cox and Lowdn<:s Counties. 
Over 350 Wilcox County 
, egroes tned to register 
to vote, In Lowdnes Coun­
ty, SNCC workers talked 
with the Shenff and a mem­
ber of the board of regis­
trars who said SNCC work­
ers "were there to stir up 
trouble," and that some of 
their best friends were Ne­
groes. 

To date, more than 3,500 
people have been jailed in 
Selma and Marion in vote 
attempts, 10tegratwn tries 
and marches . Thousands 
have waited in lines at the 
Dallas County Courthouse 
in Selma but fewer than 200 
have managed to take Ala­
nama's dtfftcult voter test. 

(For more information 
on Centrai Alabama, see 
SNCC publications: 
SELMA; THE BLACK 
13EL T and JUSTICE DE­
PARTMENT ACTIVITY IN 
DALLAS COUNTY.) 

A boycott of Selma's 
merchants 1s already be­
mg felt here . One milk 
dtstributor threatened to 
"close down" a Negro's 
store if the storeowner re­
fused to take his milk. 

rruskegee Site O.f 
Alabama Meet 

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, 
ALA, - A state-wide con­
ference of college students 
will be held here during the 
second week in March, 
SNCC's campus travelers 
announced this week. 

College students from 
across Alabama will gather 
here to discuss working in 
civil rights on their college 
campuses and in their home 
state during the summer. 
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ContmuC>d from Page l 

s1t-111 111 the schools th:H 
da\ and later walked out, 
Jern.mdmg the school b.: 
brought up to accredited 
status, w!1ich it lost two 
~ \,; ars ~l,5J. 

Th. l\to.Jltrie Board o: 
l:.du.::a:w.1 promi>ed that 
th~ 8rya:1t High School 
\\"J:.!ld be accredited by 
A;:>ril, 1905 and that this 
years class wu·1ld gra:l.11te 
fro;n an accredited scho.:>l. 

To reach accredidatw'1 
the school board has 
promise to purch.1,;~ 15; 
n..?,v d~-:>k.s, buy n~~\·librar:t 
b·JO\~::> to nwe: re.pire-
lll<':Hs ha\·e the s~hool 
gro:.~·td . .; paved; improve the 
heating; replace broken 
\\ indJw j).llleil; pamt and 
maintain sub-standard 
roJm:>; and buy add!tio:ul 
sctc·n:e equipmt'ilt. Tht 
board also promised n0 re­
pris~ls for bo;c•Jttmg stu­
d..;on'"s. 

Bryant High school loilt 
1ts accreditation because of 
overcrowdzd class ro·Jm,; 
and to.:> ft;w tc•achers . Wltite 
r-.to:.~ltrie H'gh Sch•JOis 
co:.~lJ als.J lo3-s- Its a:­
cr,Jidltw 1 1f th.:' scho·Jl 
b:nrJ dJe,, 1't raise so.n. 
ffi<l'1~y. Sch?:>l Sup~. Ra) 
Bryant a mJ:.~n.:ed that th.• 
board 1s "gotng to \\ .nd 
up $100,000 in dt:bt," thi::i 
year. 

Dunng the protest, the 
b o a r d of e d u c a t 1 o "' 
threa:en ?d to ha v.: th.· 
chtldr.:!n a1d parc•n;s ar­
rC'.s:teJ u,j~~r the state :o:n ­
p:.~lsary ed.1:atio'1 law. 

\\ C~rker::> for the Student 
, 'on violent Coordinatinb 
Commltte<" (S 'CC) se: up 

8~~ Raymond Street, N. W. 

Atlanta, Georgia 30314 

I He ST LDl:.:\T VOICe 

Tlll:. L ,\C RlL, l!SSISSIP PI F Rll:.DO 1 HOL'Se, partially destroyed by flre on 
February 17. Thn.:<' rooms Wt:r~C almost completely destroyed, a mimeograph machme 

'was smashed, recon.ls were burned and an extensive library was rumed. The hre was 
the third attempt to·wstroy property bdong1ng to Laurel citizen Cleveland Golden, who 
had renteti the bulldtng to COFD since. 'o\'ember, l9b4. On Christmas Eve, a restau­
rant he ownell was burned and in January, a hotel he ow'led was set on fire. S, 'CC 
project IJ1rector Gwen Robmson sa1d "He was the only person in town who would rent 
to us. After the fire, I don't know where we'll go." 

"Ereed)m Scho.:>ls" f0rth.' ites ·· from Pa)l;e 3 
ab,~:n puptls . SNCC Chairman The chance for any group 

s:-.:..;c workt·r H~erm~ 1 
Ktt:h.ns e111;:-h.H!Zed tha: 
the stu.J,•nt» had p1a·11ed 
.mJ or~lC~izeJ the procu:>t. 
He\.: ..:.ofained tha: "th~...~~la.~ 
spv":a• ~o·1sly star:ed a 
stt-In 1r the- halls" 

Dun 1" th.' thr,•, w:,ks, 
the b;yco!t W .15 ne>''' r leciS 

tha 1 9J 1o effect! \·e. 

S ·cc has b.:en workmg 
in Svuthw.·st Georg1a sm.::e 
Sc:>''· l9.Jl. Wvrkers have 
bc>,·n in lo:Jl.trie perm~ ­

n~·1tl\ sinc0 la:;t summL·r 
wh::1. the) hel.p·.:d organiz ­
ed th. arc>a for the co:1-
gre.ssw·1al camp.ug'ling of 
, egro :a•1Jtd1tt:' C. B. Kintc. 

of whites speaking out 
Calls For Funds a amst Clark is increas­

ATLA0:TA, GA. -- "\\e 
must have additional re ­
sources tf we are to ex­
pand mto other black belt 
areas of the deep South," 
S.'CC Chairman Joh 
Lewis .,;aid . 

Lewis said the S. CC 
badly needed cars, officl 

Conference --

ing, but is su.l very slim. 
As one whlt~e man put it, 

"The trouble is, too many 
of our people fear the white 
mJ more than they do the 
, 'egro nd won't speak up 
against Clark. " 

machinery and operating 
funds to continue its work. 

Continued from Page I 

In Southwest Georgia, S, ·cc workers expect the 
thrust of the fo,!oultrie boycott (see separate story) will 
carry over 1nto other commumties, and their organiz­
ing efforts w!ll be coupled with similar boycotts in other 
Southwest Georgia areas . 

!\larch 5, l 965 

Contt ued frvm Pa,.e l 
fc.nv a.}S 1 \\1-td !.·l)P 
la\\ ~, rs .vuld ta<e ""'" ~-­
tlo.{,.;. Unu.r I .tl~ 2. c.- l,­

tecr '• • t •• L.S, C•;l­
p ... r~:> l:::t ._a 1 n ... ::; .... )r"'~t"''J ..... la_ ... 
to _l\'C tt ,.;·1m. 1) a.bO.lt t , 
co 'ctu~t of th. Co 1<-r"~ ­
Slu1..lt l:.lt:..:tlo "· 

FroT Atlanta, th£ Stu­
d~nt , vnv.ole , t Co?ruma: ­
In0 Comm1tte" (5. CC) an­
nou·J.;;ed a3 m lf a~ 2,0 JO 
stuj.~n:s m ) co-n: to 
\\ 1s, n<;on, D.C. to d·~­
mand Fret: Ele..:tio·1s 1r 
l\1 SS!Ssip;)l. Th-' 2,00•) stu ­
de1ts \\ill form .l "\\ lsh­
inF,to'1 Lob~y" and may en-

age in no'lviolent direct 
acuon to st.p,JJrt the 
1fDP's C'lallen_c 

At heanngs here. 
torn.:-: Ge1eral Joe Pa!t r­
s,Jn ad mrteJ iha~ th~ sta~e 
dns nJt in ;es:ig:1:e .;;h'lq;­
e.o> by • gro·~" of th~ d~:Jial 
of the ngl't to vo:e. 

Richard 1\l•>rp!l~w, a 
\\ lite Citizens' Coun:::tl 
Leader, admitted that his 
groJ) receneJ m,,'le} from 
a state agency. Morpi1e,v 
stated tha: the Co•ncil re­
ceJveJ m:>'ley from the 
State Sovereignty Commis­
sio'1 w11ich derives its fu'ljs 
from p:.1blic taxeil. 

In 1.1 ~n.:> ha 111 Pike 
County, E. W Step:oe re­
lated events sur ro.1'1dm • 
the 19.) 1 death of Herbert 
Lee and th l9b4 m.1rJ~r 
of Lo.1 s Allen. Step:oe sa1d 
Allen, wl o testlfieJ Lee 
w 1s killed in self d2fe:1.o>e 
b> a wnne politician, later 
admitted he had lied b-;: ­
cause he feareJfor his life. 
After other threats against 
him, Alle:1 hlm!>elf W:lS sho• 
by persons unknown m fub­
ruary, 1964. 

The hearings ended with 
testimony from former 
Governor Ross Barnett 
taking the stand in Jackson. 
Barnett said he was 
"mighty proud" to be a 
member of the Wh1te Citi­
<:ens Counctl but contin­
ually refused to answer 
most other questions. 

FDP activity is continu­
ing all over the state. ln 
1\lcComb, the local FDP has 
selected two of its mem­
bers as candidates in a 
special "Freedom Elec­
tion" scheduled for April 
5. Thetw~ M~ J. L.!>.~r­
tin, candidate for select­
man-at-lar·e, and lr, 
Willer Dodd, candidate for 
Ward 3 selectman, Wlll en­
gage in a month's hard 
campaignm "to involve 
more !>.lcComb , ·e roes In 
the1r role as potenual e ­
ciswn makers m the1r 
community and state." lr 
addiuon, J. L. 1\larun has 
f1led a a candidate for the 
cit} decuon and was noml­
nat d b> 64 re istered . ·e­
gro voters. 25 of h1s nomJ­
naUn" names have been 
d1squahhe , however. 
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