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I
DEMS TO TRY TOI 
OUST DEFECTORS 

WASHINGTON, D. C.-- r\ 
group of Democratic Con
gressman are attempti ng, 
to throw out two members 
of their party. 

Liberal Democratic con
gressmen are trying to 
pu r ge Mississippi Can ~ 
gressman John Bell Wil
liams and South Carolina 
Congressman Albert Wat
son, two Democrats who 
supported Republican pre
sidential candidate Barn 
Goldwater. . 

Members of the Liberal 
Study Group are asking the 
Democratic caucus in th e 
House of Reoresenta ti ves 
to deprive Williams and 
Watson of theiJ.--status as 
Democra ts , to remove 
them from Committee 
posts and deprive them of 
seniority. 
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Williams is the second 
ranking member of th e 
Ho use Interstate an d FOr
eign Commerce Commit
tee and serves on the House 
District of Columbia Com
mittee . Watson is a mem
ber of the Post Office and 
Civil Service Committees. 

The Democl-atic Caucus 
is composed of all House 
Democrats. 

MRS. F Al\'"IE LUL" liAh-IE H. (center) and athel' members 
of the MFDP dele.\1,ation at Atlantic City. A 68-man
strong MFDP delega tion challenged the righ t of the 
all-white party to represent MISSISSIPPI at tile National 
Convention. 

Grass Roots Party 
Swells Membership 

JACKSON, MISS. -- From its founding convent ion here 
last April. the Missi ssippi Freedom Democratic Party 
(MFD?) has grown to become the state's largest grass
roots organi zation. 

At a s tate -wide convention here April 26, 1964, o~er 
200 people representing nearly every part of Mississippi 
agreed to es tablish the MFDP. They elected a tem
porary state executive committee of 15 people (3 from 
each congressional district) a nd named Dr. Aaron 
Henry, a Clarksdale dentist and P res ident of the State 
Conference of NAACP Branches, President. 

A s tate-wide "Freedom Vote" in November , 1963 
had laid the broad base the MFDP now operates from. 
In that "Freedom Vote" , over 80,000 people cas t 
ballots for Dr. Henry, Freedom Vo te Candidate for 
Governor, and the Reverend Edwin King, Freedom Vote 
Candida te for Lt. Governor. 

From that meeting last April came the decision to 
challenge the regular white Democratic delegat ion from 
Mississippi at the National Democratic Convention at 
Atlantic City. an d run four Negro candidates in the June 
2 Democratic Primarv. 

The four - Mrs: Victoria Gray and the Reverend 
John Earle Cameron, both of Hattiesburg; Mrs. Fannie 
Lou Hamer of Ruleville and J ames M Houston of 
Vicksburg - ran against white candidates i~ the primary 
and were defeated. 

The Atlantic City challenge by the MFDP received 
world-wide attention. as a 60-man-strong MFDP dele
gation, pledged to suppo rt the national Democratic 
party, fought for seats with the rebel all-white state 
Democra tic Party .~roup. Although the MFDP pledged 
(continued on paj2;e 4J 

Congressman to Object 
To Miss. Reps. Seating 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
A New York Congress man 
has announced here that he 
would object to the swear
ing in of five so-called 
congressmen-elect fr om 
Miss issippi on January 4, 
1964 when Congress con
venes. 

Democratic Congress
man William F. Ryan stated 
that he would propose to the 
House that nocongress man 
be sworn in to occupy the 
state's sea ts "until a full 
and exhaustive invesCiga
tion of the evidence has 
been completed by Con
gress." 

The New York Congress
man. who visited Missis
Sippi this summer .. stated 
that he would move to have 
the Mississippi "repre
sentatives " remain seated 
during the swearing- in 
ceremony. This would be 
followed by a resolution 
asking fo r [he unseating 
until all th e evidence is in. 

As provided by the Con
stitution, the House alone 
"shall be the Judge of the 
(continued on pa)l;e 2) 
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MFDP CONTESTS 
MISS. SEATING 
Freedom Party Calls Elections Void 

WAS HI NG TON, D.C. -- Mississippi is illegally a 
member of th e Unio n. So says the MissiSSippi Free 
dom Ue mocrati c Party (MfDP). The state-wide party 
il; cha llenging recent el~ctians in MissiSSippi. 

The MFUP con tends that 
primary e lections held in 
MJsslosippi June 2 and t he 
g e n era 1 election held 
:'\ovember 3 are void, 

Thl.' F re..:Llulll Parry is 
~ll::;o con testing th e beating 
of three Misl;isoippi Con
gressmen. 

Mrs. Finnie Lou Hamer 
of RuleVille, Mrs. Annie 
Devi ne of Canton and Mrs. 
Victoria Gray of Hatties
burg have asked the House 
of Represen tatives to r e
fuse to sea t their oppo
nents, Jamie Whitten of th e 
2nd District, Prentiss 
Walker of the 4th , and Wil
liam Colmer of the 5th. 

The election of Thomas 
Ahernethy of the i s t Dis 
tric t and John Bell Wil
liams of the 3rd is also 
being challenged. Walker 
Is a Republ1can; the others 
are Democrats. 

The three women can
didates and the MFDP have 
Charged that the election 
"violates the Constitution 
and laws of the Un ited 
S tat e s because Negroes 
th rouJ;Z:ho ut the state ar 
Mississippi .•• were sys
tematically and a 1 m 0 s t 
totally excluded from the 
electoral process •... " 

Tech nically, the MFDP 
is " c hallenging" [he elec
tion and "contesting" the 
seating of three repre
sentatives. That is , the 
Freedom Party is "chal
lenging" the state-run 

e leC tions , contending they 
are null and void since 
they excluded Negroes 
from the electoral oro
cess. They are also "con
testing" the seating of 
three Mississippi con
!/,ress men on the grounds 
the three were not elected 
in a free and open elec 
tion. Mrs. Hamer, Mrs. 
Devine and Mrs. Gray 
charge that they are the 
on ly true representatives 
since their e l ection was the 
only one "open to all citi
zens" • 

The notice of con test was 
formally served on the 
t h r e e congressmen. De
cembel' 5, ill a(.;co nJance 
with Title 2 of the United 
States Code, Section 20 1. 
Under the statute, th e for
mal notice of contest must 
be filed within 30 days af
ter certification of the re
sults of an election. 

The contested members 
then have thiny days to 
reply which would be on 
o r about January 2, 1965. 

The l aw then provides 
for fony days in which the 
MFDP can gather testi
mony to support its case. 
The Freedom Party may 
use federal subpoena power 
to take testimony in public 
hearings throughout the 
state. These hearings could 
run until about February 
20, 1965. The contested 
(con tin ued on page 2) ... - -

The Freedom Vote 
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COitested EI,ctlon 
(continued from page 1) 
representatives then have· 
an equal amount of time 
for testimony under the 
same conditions. They 
may take testimony until 
about March 20. 

The MFDP then has ten 
days to take rebuttal testi
many. On or about April 
I, all the evidence must 
be formally mailed to the 
Clerk of the House of Re
presentatives. The panies 
concerned are personally 
called before the clerk to 
decide how much of the 
testimony will become a 
part of the official record. 

The printed record is 
distributed to the House 
Subcomminee on Elections 
and P riviledges of the 
H a use Administration 
CommiCtee. The Freedom 
Democrats have thirty days 
to file their brief before 
the subcommittee and the 
contested parties ha ve 
thirty days to answer. 

At this point the Sub
committee on Elections and 
Priviledges has full juris
diction over the matter. 
The subcommittee may 
hold public hearings, The 
subcommittee will then 
vote on its position and 

present it to the House 
of Representatives In the 
form of a resolution, The 
entire process should be 
completed by July, 1965, 

The MFDP is also chal
lenging' the elections of 
June 2 and November 3 on 
the grounds they violated 
the 1870 Compact between 
Mississippi and the Con
gress of the United States, 
The Freedom Democrats 
contend that in the. Act of 
F£bruary 23, 1870, Miss
issippi was allowed to re
enter the Union on the con
dition that it would never 
change its Constitution, 
which at that time pro
vided for universal male 
suffrage with simple re
sidence and age require
ments. 

Under the compact the 
State of Mississippi was 
to abide by the conditions 
of th e Act "in gootl faith 
(as) a condition ... to the 
representation of the state 
in Congress," 

The MFDP char~es that 
s ince 1890 the state of 
Mississipp i has " arro
gantly reputliatetl it s 
solemn compac t with the 
congress of the United 
States ... " by the al most 
totally disenfranchisin~ 
the Negro citizen.,; of th e 
state, , 

Scenes of the South ~':\ cJ~' ('-'~" 

5ena-'ro~ e,,, Iy 
SmUll 

THE STATE-WIDE MFDP Convention in April. 1964. Over 200 people from acraS. the 
state met to offiCially form the party, an outgrowth of the November, 1963 Freedom 
Vote, The MFDP Is now the largest grass roots organization in Mississippi. 

"We are not asking Con
gress to punish Mississip
pi," said Lawrence Guyot, 
C h air man of the Miss
issippi Freedom Demo
cratic Party. 

"We are merely asking 
in our challenges that the 
House recognize the simple 
fact that the rigidly segre
ga ted and undemocratic 
political sys tem in that 
state which disenfranchis
es 428,600 Negroes has by 
that fact disqualified itself 
from participation in the 
U,S. Congress," he stated. 

The Freedom p;roup is 
also contesting the election 
under Anicle I, Section 2 
of the Constitution, and the 
Thirteenth, fuurteenth an d 
Flfteenth Amendments. 

Article I, Section 2 states 
that the "House of Repre
sentati ves shall be com
posed of Members chosen 
every second year BY 
THE PEOPLE of the 
several states,. ," Mrs. 
Hamer stated [hat Jamie 
Whitten was "not 'chosen 
.. , by the people' as re
quired by the Constitution. 
More than 50% of this dis
tric t' s (the 2nd) adult 
population have been sy
stematically excluded from 
these purported elec
tions. " 

The MFDP is a l so call
ing for a "Fairness Re-' 
solut ion" to be presented 
on the first day of Con
gress in the House of Re
presentatives. The Free
dom Party is calling for 

the procedure in which a 
member of the House may 
object to the oath being 
administered to a contest
ed Congressman. The 
speaker can then instruct 
the contested person to re
main seated while the 
ochers are sworn in. 

A resolution may next be 
introduced which provides, 
in all fairness, no one 
should sit in the contested 
seats until the final de
cision by the House sub
committee. 

The three ladies were 
elec ted 1n a "Freedom 
Vote" held Oct. 31 through 
Nov. 2 by the MFDP. At 
that time Mrs , Hamer de 
feated Rep. Whitten 33,009 
to 59; Mrs. Devine defeat
ed Rep. Winstead 6,001 to 
4; and Mrs, Gray's 10,138 
votes defeated itep. Col
Oler. 

The ballot for the 
"Freedom Vote" included 
the candidates for presi
dent from both major par
ties, as weD as the MFDP 
candidates and their oppo
nents. Ballots were cast 
in 53 of the 82 counties. 

The three women we .... €' 

refused a place on the offi
Cial ballot in the state
run election. 

THE STUDENT VO ICE is 
published by the Student 
Voice, Inc" 6 Raymond 
Street, N.W., Atlanta, 
Georgia 30314, S'ubscrip
tions are $3.00 for twelve 
months. 

Congressman Objects 
(continued from page 1) 

elections, Returns and 
Qualifications of its own 
Members ," Under House 
precedent, any Congress
man can rise and object to 
the oath of office being 
given to another Congress
man-elect. 

In most cases, the con
tested member is allowed 
to retain his seat pending 
the outcome of the investi
gation. However, in one 
recent case in 1961 the 
House voted that neither 
contestant be seated until 
the dispute was settled, 

If Rep. Ryan's move is 
successful, Mississippi 
would be without a Con
gressman for approxi
mately four months. 

The Mississippi Free
dom Democratic Party 
(MFDP) is attempting to 
gather strong support in 
the House before the Jan
uary 4, opening, 

FACTS AVAILABLE 
R)R FACTS AND FIGURES 
ON LIFE in MiSSissippi, 
write for "The General 
Condition of the Mississip
pi Negro", SNCC, 6 Ray
mond Street, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30314. 
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Challenge Gains 
orthern Support 
WASHI:\,GTO:-':, D. c.-

Community leaders from 
eight cities in ~onhern 
states met here with lead
ers of the Mississi ppi 
Freedom Democratic 
Pany (MFDP) to lay plans 
for support of th e Party's 
cha llenge of the Mississip
pi congressional delega
tion. 

The meetlng heard 
MFDP candida tes Mrs. 
Fannie Lou Hamer, Mrs. 
Annie Devine and Mrs . Vic
toria Gray discuss the 
growth and deve lopment of 
the MFDP and the reasons 
for the challenge. MFUP 
Chairman Lawrence Guyot 
and MFDP lega l counsel 
Attorney Arthu r Kinoyout
lined the legal and techni 
cal steps for the challenge 
and offe red suggestions for 
organizaing Nonhern sup
port. 

Represen ted ~ the 
November 28 meeting were 
community groups in New 
York; Newark, New Jersey; 
Cleveland, Ohio; Chicago, 
Illinois; Stanford, Connec
ticut; Pittsburgh and P hila
delphia, Pennsylvania; and 
Detroit, Michigan. 

Rallie s and pu blic meet
ings featuring local poli
tical leaders and MFDP 
candidates were planned 
for Chest e r, P ennsylvania, 
New York, Chicago, Boston 
and Detroit. 

MFDP l e ader s here 
urged "aU Northern sup
porters of freedom and 
justice to write their con
gress men immediately 
urging them to support the 
MFDP and the Fairness 
Resolution," 

The "Fairness Resolu 
tion" asks that no 
Mississippi delegation be 
seated until Congress in
vestigates and decides the 
legality of the election pro
cess , 

FREEDOM PARTY i 
NEEDS ASSISTANCE I 

J AC KSON. MISS, -- Two 
offices of the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic 
Party need help in seeing 
the congressional chal 
lenge through, U you can 
offer funds , supplies, s kills 
or s upport, or s imply want 
more information, call or 
write: MFDP, 1353 "u" 
Street, N, W" Washington , 
D,C, 20009, tel ephone (2 02) 
332-7732 or MFDP, 1017 
Lynch Street, J a c k so n, 

"Mississippi 39203, tele
phone (601) 352-9605, 
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3 WOMEN CHALLENGE HOUSE SEATING 
MRS. FANNIE LOU HAMER MRS. ANNIE DEVINE 

TIlL' FreL'dolll Uemo-
cratic P a rr y candidate fo r 
th e 2nd. Distri..:t seat is 
t-.t rs, F annie Luu I! am~r 

of Rul eville, l'.!is"l"sippi. 
Mrs. Hame r, delo:>~atc" tu 
the ~at i on al Uel1loc rati..: 
Convention in Atlantic C\t\", 
is .,16 rears of a~e and ii\"~,ti 
with hel" hus ba nd and adopt
ed children in SunflOWel" 
County, site of Sena tol" 
James O. Eas tla nd 's plan
tat ion . 

Mrs. Hamer filed an 
application to register to 
vote on August 31,"1962 and 
was dis mis sed that same 
day from the job she had 
he ld for i8 years as time-
keeper on a cotton planta-

( 'I. 

/ 

tion , and forced to leave the home in which ShL" had lived 
for that period. Ten days l ater l b shots were fin:::d Into 
the house in "which she was s t ayin~ . 

Mrs. Hamer has wo rk ed full ti me for the Stul.h:"nt 
Nonviolent Coordinating Co mmittee. Whil e rt:'t urnin ~ 
from a SNCC workshop on June i 3, i9b3, t-.lrs. I!amer 
was a rres te d on a chan:e of disorderly conduc t a ll d 
severe ly beaten while in jail. She has identified tl1L' 
off icers of th e Mississippi Highway State P a t rol whu 
were responsible for her beatin~ , but no ;l c tl on hao 
been taken against them , T he beating a~ravate d a 
ch ildhood disordel', leaving one leg parti ally paralyzed , 
and she has never fullv recovered from its effects, 

Mississippi'G Second CongrcssionalUis t rict lies in th e 
heart of the flat fert ile area known as the Uelta in which 
there is the heaviest concentra t ion of Negroes in the 
state, The total Negro voting age population in the 
Second District is 159,200, 

Her opponent in the 2nd Dis tric t is Rep, J amie 
Whitten, chairman of the House Appropriations Sub
committee of the Committee of Agriculture. The Uis 
t:rict has a Negro population compriSing 59% of the 
total but only a small fraction of voting age Negroes 
are registered. in the Freedom Vote held in Mi ss iss ippi 
Oct. 3~-Nov. 2, Mrs. Ha mer received 33,009 Freedo m 
Votes. 

In a recent campaign speech, Mrs. Hamer summed 
up the political needs of her Distric t: 

"Politically thi s district remains isolated from the 
mainstream of American life , Conditions currently 
prevailing in Mississippi are ho rrible, We have little 
industry and few towns, The dominant econo mic system 
is sharecropping and we have the lowest family in
come in the nation, And we know, inour hearts we want 
to change these conditions, " 

MRS. VICTORIA GRAY 
Mrs, Victoria Gray, the 

38- year-old Freedom De
mocratic Party candidate 
for Representative of the 
5th District in Mississippi, 
lives with her husband and 
three ch ildren in Hatties
burg. 

Mrs. Gray, who opposes 
Democratic incumbent 
William Colmer for the 
5th Dist rict seat was edu
cated at Wilberforce Uni 
versity in Wilbe rfor"ce . 
Ohio , - She was a school 
teacher and business wo
man, state-supervisor of 
th Sou thern Christian ' 
Leadership Conference's ~" 
Citizenship program and is 
a member of the SCLC board of directors, She also 
serves on the General Board of Education of the 

Mrs. Annie DeVine was 
born in Mobile, Ala., and 
moved to Canton, Miss, 
when s he was two years 
old . She has two years of 
university credit from 
Tougaloo, She has also 
worked as debit manager 
for the Security Life In
surance Company, In June, 
1964, Mrs . Devine, long a 
leader in her community. 
joined the s taff of the Con
gress of Racial Equality. 
Mrti, Devine believed in the 
need for "vigorous local 
participat ion in politics if 
0.:egroes are to receive 
the ir full rights in Miss
iSSippi." 

In the :--' ove mber third eiection , Mrs, Devine opposed 
lJemuc rat Arthur Wins te ad. In the Freedom Vote 
t::tll~ ~hL" rt."cL'I\"ed b,Oll Freedom Votes. She also 
sel"veLi ;lS Sl"ccetary of the MFDP delegation which 
well t to thL" j\,'<ltional Uemocratlc Convention in Atlantic 
Ci t}" . "I he total population of voting age Negroes in the 
l-bu rth IJ ls trict, where Mrs. Uevine ran, is 56,000, 

"T he real kt,ys to freedom are organization and 
educniun . We have n:giskred 500 Negroes in Madison 
County bu t tht:re ace more than 10,000 Qualified to 
vote , The reason the Whitt' Citizens ' Counc ll s are so 
po we rf ul in thl6 s tate IS bf;!cause they are so well 
oQ!"::tI1ILed. It IS ti me tha t the forces of Justice and 
e II I::t!lcip<l ti on lJecome as well o rganl"Led, as the forces 
of injus ti ce and oppression ." 

" And Just as i mportant , we must become better 
educate d. "i his means political education an d citizen
sh ip training fo r adults, and it means long, hard hours 
of studying by our younger generation , We want free
dom, not on ly for our chi ldren, but for ourselves, 
now, " 

"But if we are to participate in our society as equals, 
and even to advance as individuals, we must concen
trate on educa tion with all the effort and all the de
te rmination with which we seek out freedom." 

Mrs. IJevi ne has be f;!n active 1n voter-education and 
c iti/.enship workshops throughout the 4th District; 
particularly in her own coun ty of Madison. 

In the rounh District Congressional Race, the Re
publican candidate Prentiss Walker received 34.684 
votes; the incumbent 1)emocrat Arthur Winstead re
ceived 27,843. 

U the 56,000 vo ti ng age Negroes in Mrs. Devine's 
district were allowed to vote. she might have been 
e lecte~d~. __________________________ __ 

Methodi st Church and is director of COFO's intens ified 
voter registration program in Hattiesburg. 

Mrs . Gray began attempts to register to vote in 
furrest Coun ty in 1962. After five appl1cations, and 
a hearing before a three-judge panel of the Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, her name was added to the registra
tion rolls in October, 1962, 

Mrs, Gray opposed Sen, J ohn Stennis in the J une 2nd 
primary , There are roughly 28,169 Negroes of voting 
age in the district, In the Frp.edom Vote, October 30-
Nov. 2, 1964, she received 10, 138 votes from fewer 
than half of the counties in the District, 

A National Committeewoman for the MFDP. Mrs, 
Gray was one of the first people to house workers 
from the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
9snccO when they first se t up projects in Hattiesburg 
in 1961. 

Anthony Gray, husband of the candidate , 1s by pro
fession a plumber who cannot work at his trade because 
Hattiesburg will not license Negro plumbers. Before 
l ast J une he had worked for the Department of Water 
Works in the city of Ha tti esburg but was dismissed 
from his job when Mrs, Gray refused to withdraw 
from the primary. 
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1
----- The Men Who Represent MI55155Ippl _____ _ 

CONGRESSMEN DO NOT SUPPORT PARTY 
The Mississippi Democratic Representatl yes who are 

being challenged hold man y key committee positions
positions held through the seniority system in a national 
party to which they claim non-allegiance. 

Representative William 
Colmer is vice-chairman 
of the Rules Committee and 
the fifth ranking House 
member. Rep. Thomas 
Abernethy is sixth on Agri
culture and second on the 
District of Columbia Com
mittees. (The committee 
that runs theDistric t.) Rep. 
John Bell William is second 
on Interstate and roreign 
Commerce and fifth on the 
Distric t of Columbia Com
mittee. Rep. Jamie Whitten 
Is fourth on Appropriation !> 

Their voting records re
flect their lack of alle
giance to the national party. 
On partisan roll calls in 
the 87th Congress, Colmer 
voted with the national 
pany 19 percent; and Whit
t en , 31 per cent . That is an 
average of 26 per cen t 
while the average for all 
House Democrates were 71 
Der cent. 

Rep. John Bell Williams 
s upported the Republican 
presidential can did ate, 
Barry Goldwater, during 
last faU' s election. But th is 
wasn 't the first time he had 
defel,;ted. For example 1n 
1956, when even the other 
Mississippi representa
tives were least vocally 
supporting the national De
mocratic tic ket, Rep . Wil
liams supported a States' 
Rights ticket. Williams, 
with Sen, Eastland and 
Mississippi Supreme Court 
Justice Tom Brady. worked 
out the philosophy of "in
terposition." This was the 
"law" the former Gov. 
Barnett used when he defied 
the federal government at 

Ole Miss, He has voted a
gai ns t foreign aid, food 
stamp legislation , the war 
:m poverty, and other im
portant measures. 

Rep, Thomas Abernethy , 
:hough he has voted wHh 
:he national party more 
:han any other Mississippi 
representative , sti ll has 
voted against Oemoc ratic 
admInistration backed 
social legislat iOn, In both 
the 87th and 88th Cong,ress , 
he even voted a~a i nst the 
Area Redevdopmen t bills 
which were aimed dt eco
nomically depressed a reas 
such as parts of t..l1ssissi
ppi. He also votell a~alns t 
a ta x cut, against accel
erated public wurk , J

galnst college aid, anu so 
on , 

Rep. Wiillam Colmer is 
now in Congress ror his 
17th term . Among his ultra
conse rvative p I a t for m 
pledges was one "bringing 
an end to the foreign aid 
program." With House 
Rules Committee Chair
man Howard Smith of Vir
ginia, he control~ tlJat com
mittee . The Rules Com
mittee mus t approve all 
lE')lislation t l.) come before 
tile House, Last February 
he receiveu ::I le tter from 
the [en members of the 
House ' s Sou thern Group 
praising him for his fight 
against the civ il rights bill. 
" As a result of your con
stant daily effl.)rts ... the bill 
was s talled for nearly a 
yea r," the lettc r read ... We 
regard this as quite an ac
complishment in the House , 

where the parllamentaq 
procedure does not permit 
a filibuster." 

Rep. Jamie Wh itten , be
sides being fourth on Ap
propri atlons. is servinl!\ h IS 

14th year as chairman of 
the Av,ricultural Appro
priations Subco mmittel.' 
and IS a member of t hl' 
National Uefensl: <Ind Pub
I. e Works Suocum m inees. 
'I hese three subcommi
ttees handle appropnatiOllS 
for about 8U per cent (J f 

th e ~ntlre budget. Ih:p. 
Whitten has fought for CQ[ 

tOll subsilly and keeping the 
price of bf.'ef hi~h. ,\t t he 
5;1111( .. ' time he has led the 
fight against prog-rams 
which would iwndit the 
farm worker such as a 
t ractor driver u'ai ning 
program. Other programs 
he has voted against include 
food s tamp legis l ation and 
the war on poveny. 

It ep . PrentISS Walke r is 
rhe only Republican repre
sen tative. With the help of 
the Goldwater sweep, he 
ddcated incumbent Demo
crat Arthur Winstead. But 
Rep. Walker hasn't been a 
Republican for long. As a 
Democrat he had served as 
pan of the Barnett admin
istration on the Fish and 
Game Commission. In 1960, 
Walker was chairman orthe 
unpledged elector move
ment for the 4th District. 
After his election as a 
Republican, his first pub
lic speech was made in 
Brandon, Miss., before the 
extremis t Americans for 
the Preservation of the 
White Race. Membe rs of 
the AP W R were those im
plicated in the McComb 
race-hate bombings. 
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I MFDP Grows 
(continued from page 1) 

party loyalty and all but two members of the white 
group refused to do so , neither group was seated, 
The t..IFDP refused to accept two compromise " seats 
a t largc" and regu lar Democra ts from MissiSSippi 
walked out of the cO I1Venti0;~ . 

At Atlantic City, MFDP had pledgcs of support from 
I)cmocratic groups in California, Michigan , Wi sconSin, 
Minnesota. Oregon, New York and the District of 
Columbia, as well as from Democratic party members 
and office ho lders in other states. Pressure from top 
Democratic leadel' s, including Presi.dent Lyndon B. 
Johnson , kept the gro up from achieving recognition 
despite its strong legal and moral stand. 

One feature of the MFDP's growth leading to the 
Atl antic City Convention was "Freedom Registration" 
and the formation of a duplica te structure to the 
regular all-white Democratic group. "Freedom Regis
tration" involved regis tering on "Freedom Registra
tion" forms native Mississippians as members of the 
MFDP. Over 60.000 people were "Freedom Register
ed". 

The building of the duplicate structure involved at
tempts by MFDP members to Join the regular party 
s tructure. Negroes t ried to attend orecinct and countv 
meetings throughout the state, and after being refused, 
held their own meetings and elected delegates to a 

Hev. J. E. Cameron J ames M. Houston 

state convention, which in tum elected the MFDP Atlantic 
City delegation. 

In October, MFDP Candidates tried and fail ed to get 
their names placed on the general election ballot. The 
state elect ion commission - composed of Governor 
Paul J ohnson, Attorney General Joe Patterson and 
Secretary of State Heber Ladner - refused to place 
Mrs. Hamer, Dr. Henry and Mrs, Annie Devine on the 
November 3 ticket, 

In addition, the MFDP has been enjOined against 
us ing the name "democratic" in its title. 

Lawrence Guyot, a SNCC worker from Pass Christian, 
Mississippi, formerly 5th District Project Director and 
Political Programs Coordinator for COFO, is now 
MFDP State Chairman, 

Guyot said the January. 1965 c hallen¥es bytheMFDP 
"will once again bring to America s attention the 
repression and ' intimidation under which Mississippi 
Negroes live and die," 


