
OVER 800 MEET AT MFOP CONVENTION 
JA CKSON. MISS . - M are than 

800 delegates of the Freedom 
Democratic Party from over 40 
counties me t here [Q choose 68 
de legates and alterna tes to attend 
the Nat ional Democratic Conven­
tion. 

The delegates heard J oe Rauh 
of Ame ricans for Democratic 
Action (ADA) predict that the ir 
challenge of the regular all­
white MissIssipp i delega tion had 
"a very good chance:' 

The Rev. Ed King and Mrs. 
Victoria Gray were confirmed by 
the conventiot' as FOP committ­
eeman andl committeewoman. 

A mong those c hosen to go to 
A tlantic City were Charles Mc -

Laurin, Ruleville; Dr. A.D. Beit­
:el, pres ident of Tougaloo Col­
lege; Jackson minister and bus­
inessman Rev. R. L. T. Smith; 
E.W. Ste ptoe of Amite COWlty; 
Hartman Turnbow of Holmes 
County; and Dewey Greene , Sr •• 
from Greenwood • . 

State NAACP head Dr. Aa r on 
Henry of Clarksdale, 5th Con­
gress ional District director 
Lawrence Guyot, andMrs. Fannie 
Lou Hamer. candidate for Con­
gress were chosen pres idental 
e lectors. 

Mrs. Hazel Brannon Smith, 
white Pulitzer Prize winning 
newspaper- woman, was nominat­
ed but r efused to accept. 

The imerracial delegation will 
carry its c hallenge to Atlantic 
City Aug. 24. 

The Washington FOP office 
has urged friends and s upporters 
to write or wire forme r Penn­
sylvania Governor David Law­
rence~ newly named cha irm an 
of the Credential s Committee of 
the Nationa l Democr atic Con­
vention, urging him to seat the 
MFQP. Lawrence's address is 
216 Executive Office . the White 
House. Wa shington. D.C. 

Organized [Q give Negro Miss­
iss ippians an experience in poli­
tica l democracy and to establish 
a c halUlel through which Negro 
and white citizens can support 

:he principles of the National De­
mocratic Party, the MFDP now 
reaches into every corne r of the 
s tate. 

It was officially established in 
J ackson on April 26, when 300 
de legates elec ted a temporary 
s tate executive committee. 

The party' s platforms support 
anti-Poverty progra ms; medi­
.:are; aid [Q educa tion; rural de­
velopment; urban r enewal and the 
guarantee of constitutional rights 
to aU. FourMFDPcandida tesare 
running this year - Fannie Lou 
Hamer of Ruleville , oppos­
ing Rep. Jam ie Whitten; 
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Judge Dismisses 
Protection SuH 
HATTIESBURG. MISS. - u.s . 

District Judge SIdney Mlze di s­
missed a sweeping attack on or­
ganized white supremacy groups 
in Mississippi July 30. 

Mize sa id the suit was " one of 
the worst scatterguns I've ever 
heard of:' 

The suit asked Mize to name 
U.s . Commiss ioners in each of 
the state ' s 82 counties. to pro- PHILADELPHIA, MISS . - A tip 
tect civil and voting rights work- fr om a paid informer revealed 
e r s. It al so a sked that the Ku the hiding place where the bea ten 
.Klux Klan, 1 the White Cit izens and s hot bodies of three civil 
Councils. and the Americans for rights workers missing s ince 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 J une 21 were found. 

I';;;:;;:'~::';':;:'::;;:':~':":;:;;::;;':;---"", Their badly decomposed bod-

BOMBINGS AND IAIUNGSI ~:~ a~e~:rt~o~:~don2~ f~~~ ';;;= 

HIT HELENA ARKANSAS 
cated six miles south of Phila-

, delphia be tween highways 21 and 

HELENA , ARK. - The home 
where SNCC workers live here 
was firebombed Satur day night. 
A ug. I and loca l Negro business­
men have fo rmed the He lena and 
West He lena Good Will Move- . 
ment to ::;eek improved Negro 
employment he r e . 

The firebombing came af~er 

two fire trucks led 50 car s of 
whites through the Negro ne igh­
borhood, and two white men tr ied 
to throw a bottle filled with In-

488. 
FB I sources sa id a tips ter 

was paid as high as $25,000 for 
infor mation leading to the dis­
covery of the bodies. Earlv r e­
ports said Chaney. the 21-year­
old Negro youth from Meridian, 
had been beaten to death and the 
others, 24-year- old Mickey Sch­
werner and 20-year-old Andrew 
Goodman. both of New York and 
bach white, had been shot but later 
report s sa id all wer e bea ten and 
shot. flammable liquid through an open 

window. SNCC Chairman John Lewis 
No damage was done to the de manded immediate Federal in-

tervention in MissisSippi to 
house . .. I I· 

Shortly after the for mation of protect t le Ives and welfare 
the Helena Good Will Committee of voter regis tration worke r s 
the home of a loca l Negro was an~. citizens." . 
fired upon six times. I Now we know wlthout a doubt 

I that Mickey Schwerner. James rnNTINl lr.n nN I"1A(; 17 4 

NESHOBA CECIL PRICE , ~ at right , 
he lps unload one of the bodies of three c ivil rights workers in Jac kson. 
Price was the last person known to have seen the three alive , after 
he arrested the m on a speeding charge June 21 in Philadelphia.' 

Chaney and Andrew Goodman -
three brave and courageous 
Freedom Fighters - have been 
murdered by sick men who are 
vic tim s of a vic ious and evil 

sys tem ," Lewis sa id, " American 
is burn ing its own cross on the 
graves of it s c hildren because 
it has not taken the responsibil ­
;:;ONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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DIXIE NEGRO VOTERS 
NOW NEAR 2,000,000 

A T LAN T A . - GA. -
Negro voter registration in the 
eleven southern states totaled I, 
937. 982 as of April 1, accord­
ing to the latest state-hy-state 
tabulation by the Voter Educa­
tion Project of the Southern Re­
gional Council. 

The YEP i s a non-partisan pro­
gram engaged in research on 
causes of low voter registra­
tion in the 11 Southern states, 
methods and techniques for in­
creasing it, and development of 
education programs along these 
lines. 

Under its sponsorship, vo ter 
registration activities have hppn 

carried on in the 11 states 
by independent local organiza­
tions and five major Negro or­
ganizations -- the National As­
sociation for the Advancement of 
Colored People, Congress of 
Racial Equality. National Urban 
League, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, and the 
Student Nonviolen t Coordinating 
Committee • 

. The state-by state tabulation 
shows a range of Negro regis­
tration as of April I from 28,500 
in MisSissippi, where harass­
ment has been heavy, to 375~ 
000 in Texas. 

The April I total of 1,937,982 
Negro voters is 38. 6% of 
eligible Negro voters in the 
11 states. This means that 
a majoriry of them -- an esti­
mated 3.078,1l8 - were still not 
registered. 

White registration in the 11 
states, meanwhile~ was estimated 
at 13,600,000 as of April I, mak­
ing the Negro-white ratio of vo­
ters almost one to six. About 
Jne-fourth of the South's voting 
dge population is Negro. 

The 1,937,982 total Negro reg­
istration com nares with an esti­
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HARMONY BUILDS CENTER 
HARMONY, MISS. - The staff 

of the Mississippi Summer Pro­
ject has joined with local Neg.ro 
farmers to build a commuOlty 
center. 

The independent farmers are 
building the center on a piece of 
land donated by one of them. 
The men are donating the labor 
while the women are providing 
food for the workers. After the 
shell is erected the local teen­
agers will paint and decorate the 
inside. 

Harmony residents decided to 
build the structure af~er the local 
school board refused permis­
sion to have the FreedomSchools 
in an abandoned school building. 

The 30 by 60 foo t building, 
estimated to cost about $1500 
will house a community libr ary, 
snack bar I office space and re­
creation area . The Harmony 
Community Center will be open 
to all residents and under the su­
pervision of the elected trustees. 

When the summer volunteers 
arrived here, June 30, they had 
expected to use the community"s 
empty school build1ng. The build­
ing was originally built: by local 
Negroes before Mississippi esta­
blished public educa tion. .In the 
1930"s the school received funds 
from the Rosenwald Foundation. 
When the school was incorporated .. 
as a public school Negroes con­
tinued on the board of trustees. 
The state incorporated the school 
in 1953 lUlder the county school 
board and the Negroes were oust­
ed. In 1956 the building was clos­
ed. 

In a short-lived legal dispute 
Harmony Negroes tried to prove 
that they had the right to the 
building since they 

...-II!! 

dona ted the land. The Leake 
County School Board won out 
s ince the state law. gives the m 
for public schools. 

The new building will contain 
a library of over 5,000 books. 

Workers there, still need other 
f:'!:J ipment and supplies. 

--'!I.-­

clea r title to the lands intended 
Harmony i s in the 4th Congres­

sional District near Carthage. 
Twenty workers were s tationed 
there this summer. The 4th is 
the focal point of op'€rations for 
the Congress of Racia l Equality 
(CORE) in Mississippi. 



liKANADA, july 23, - SNCC 
worker Wl1l1e Blue was 8nested 
for speeding enroute to Green­
wood from the Memphis airport. 

CANTON. July 23, - Civil 
rights worker Joe Lee Wells .... :i 5 

s truck by a cane by a white man 
while canvassing the community. 

DURANT. July 23. - Summer 
volullteerSteve Bingham was 
approached by two whites who 
asked him what it would take to 
get him out of town. After 10 
minutes one of the whites s tart­
ed to hit him. Aitel' several 
punches the men left . 

MOSS POINT I July 23, - Roger 
Barnhill. summer volunteer. was 
arrested for reckless driving. 
He was traveling in an fnteErated 
car. 

INDIANOLA, july 23, - A 
Negro policeman drew a pistol 
on Rabbi Levine of Temple Em­
manuel. Rochester , N. Y. The 
policeman entered a voter regis­
tra tion rally. when asked to leave 
he drew a pistol, pointed it at 
the clergyman and shouted "I'U 
kill someone:' He left but l ater 
returned with 12-15 sheriff and 
police deputies in riot garb. 

McCOMB. july 23, - The Rose 
Hill Church in Amite County was 
burned. It is no more than five 
miles from the two churches 
burned in Pike County. 

MA YERSVILLE, july 24, -The 
employer of three local Negroes 
has threatened to burn the Moon 
Lake Baptist Church if there 
were any more civil rights meet­
ings there. 

DREW, july 24, - RabbtAllen 
Levin e and jeff Thatcher, sum­
mer volunteer, were forcibly e­
jected from the office of the Drew 
city attorney. They had gone to 
attend a meeting with parents of 
recently detained children. The 
children, 23 of them were arrest­
ed when the police got the owners 

of the property on which they were 
having a rally, to ask them to 
leave~ 

t-iULLY SP1UNIJS. july 24, -
Elwood Berry, summer volun­
teer from Dayton, Ohio, was ar­
rested and charged with profanity 
in the presence of more than 
two people. 

CLARKSDALE, july 25, - A 
beer boule was thrown through 
the front window of the Freedom 
House. 

GREENWOOD, july 25, - Eli 
zaretskY. summer volunteer. had 
his clipboa rd snatched and thrown I 
to the ground. Later, another 
volunteer. Adam Kle in was jump­
ed from behind and hit twice by 
a white man. 

BATESVILLE , july 26, - A 
house with SNCC worker Claude 
Weaver and summer volunteers 
Kathy Amatnick and Tim Mor­
rison in it was tear gassed. 

GREENWOOD, july 27, - A 
white mob almost attacked t\'IO 

local Negroes alter they inte­
grated the Leflore Theater. The 
two left the scene in two SNCC 
cars. They went to the hospital 
after a coke r~lttle was 
thrown through th'~ rear window 
of one car. They \vere forced 
to stay at the hospIta l because of 
a cr owd of whites that had gath­
ered outside. 

rITA BENA, july 27, - The 
Freedom Center was damaged, 
with the porch s upports and win­
dows broken. The front door 
was torn off and the inside pill­
aged. 

BKANOON, july 3I,-ThePiea­
sant Grove Baptist Missionary 
Church was burned to the ground. 

DREW, july 31, - Volunteers 
Fred Miller and Eddie William s 
were arested for distributing 
leaflets on public property with­
out a permit. 

POLICE JAILED 62 WHITE AND NEGRO CIVIL RIGHTS WORKERS 
and local people during a registration rally in Pa scogoul? , ~, I ls s. Aug. 
4, 

The charred remains 
three murdered workers in Neshoba County. 

GREENWOOD, july 3I, -Work­
ers Silas McGee and j ohn Paul 
were arr ested for driving a car 
with a temporary license. Mon­
roe Sharp who was in the car 
was arrested for resisting ar­
rest. 

BATESVILLE, Aug. I - Three 

shots were fired past the home of 
Robert Miles, where two summer 
volunteers are living. 

• •• 
GREENWOOD, Aug, I - j ohn 

Handy was bea ten in the Leflore 
COWlty j a il. 

••• 
CARTHAGE, AUg. I - A Des 

Moines , Iowa minister and a sum­
mer volunteer were beaten in a 
doctor's office near here. 

••• 
GREENWOOD, Aug. I - Two 

county policemen, came into the 
SNCC office to arrest Carol 
Kornfield, a 93-pound worker , for 
assault with a deadly weapon. 

••• 
McCOMB , Aug. 1 - A car full 

of whites fo llowed a SNCC car. ... 

workers were jailed during an 
outdoor voter registration rally. 

••• 
CLEVELAND, Aug. 4 -Twelve 

workers were arrested for litter­
ing while pas~ing out leaflets 
urging Negroes to register to 
vote. 

SUIT DISMISSED 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE I 
the Preservation of the White 
Race, be restrained from viola­
ting Negroes' rights. 

The suit was filed by the Coun­
cil of Federated Organizations 
(COFO). One plaintiff was Mrs. 
Rita Schwerner, wife of Mickey 
Schwerner, COFO worker miss­
ing since june 21. 

Attorneys said the dismissa l 
would be appea led to the Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Mrs. Schwerner, COFO, SNCC 
Mississippi director Robert 
Moses and Mrs. Fannie Lou 
Hamer and others f1led the suit 
under an 1866 law. 

The suit charged Mississippi 
whites have "for many years'· 

BATESVILLE, Aug. 2 - SNCC used "illegal force , violence and 
worker Claude Weaver and a terroristic ac ts" to intimidate 
summer volunteer were arrested I-"N~eg!;;r::o:::e::s:!,,-________ _ 
on the steps of the P anolaCounry NEGRO VOTERS 
Courthouse. 

••• 
JACKSON, Aug. 3 - Folk singer 

Pete Seeger arrive in Mississippi 
for a tour of the sta te today. 
Six freedom schools have opened 
in Jackson. 

••• 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 
mated 1.350,000 Negro voters 
when YEP began in the spring 
of 1962, an increase of more 
than half a million. 

The report shows that VEP­
sponsored programs since then 

O resulted 1n the registra tion of GREENWOOD, Aug. 3 - A 2 - • 
year-old summer volunteer was 551,328 people as of April I, 
arrested and charged with as- of whom all but 50,000 (in Texas) 
sault. ~..:w:;e::r;.:;e;,.N~.:.;;e.::g;,r;;o:., ____ ~~--, 

COLUMBUS, Aug. 3 - SNCC THE STUDENT VOICE 
worker DOna ld White and a sum- Published Once A Week 
mer volunteer were arrested on On Monday:s At Atlanta, 
traffic charges. Fulton County, Ga . 

••• 
MOSS POINT, Aug, 4 - Forry­

five loca l people and c ivil rights 
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CONVENTION 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
the Rev. John Cameron of 
Hattiesburg, opposing Rep. Wil­
liam Colmer; Mrs . Victoria Gray 
of Hattiesburg, opposing Sen. 
J ohn Stennis, and Mr. J ames 
Houston of Vicksburg, oppos;ng , 
Rep. J ohn Bell Williams . 

The c hallenge a t A tlantic City 
has its roots deep in Mississippi. 
T he party organization was the 
fir st s te p; the second, trying 
to become a part of Mississippi's 
all-white Democr atic Party at the 
precinct and county level. 

In eight precincts in s ix dif­
ferent COW1ties Negroes who at­
tended precinct meetings organi­
zed by the regular party discov­
e r ed the meetings were never 
held. The FOP delegation then 
held their own precinct meetings, 
and elected their own delegates 
to the county conventions. 

In three precincts, in six dif­
ferent counties, Negroes fOlmd 

lll-white precinc t meetings but 
were excluded. In Ha ttiesburg. 
Negroes were told they could not 
participate without poll tax re­
ceipts , despite the recent Con­
s titutiona l ame!!dmen t outlawing 
such provisions . 

In 10 prec tnces in five different 
counties Negroes were allowed 
to attend meetings but were re­
s tricted in some way from full 
parricipatiotl. In several meet­
ings Negroes were not allowed 
to introduce resolut ions calling 
for loyal ty to the naciona l party; 
in others , they were not allowed 
to bring their resolutions to a 
vote. 

In six precincts, primarily in 
:;reenvlIle. Negroes were allow­
ed to particpate fully in the 
meetings. In most cases, how­
ever , they were excluded until 
afte r white participants drummed 
up additional whites to attend. 
In all but one precinct, the re­
solution on pany loyal ty was de­
feated. 

A DRAGLINE SITS ABOVE THE SPOT where the bodies of three" 
civil rights workers, missing s ince June 21, were discovered. T-he 
bodies were found in "an automobile sized hole" to the rear of thE'. 
pick-up truck in the lowe r cente r of the photo. 

On June 23. 1964 Negr oes tried 
to take part in the second level 
of Democratic Party meetings, 
the county conventions. Most of 
'hose crying to attend had been 
~ lected de legates to the county 

~evel by all - Negro precinct meet­
ings. One was a de legate from 
a multi-racial meeting in Jack­
son. 

In Canton. Negroes could not 
find the meeting as itW8s not he ld 
in the lega lly designa ted place. 

In Greenwood, Negroes were 
denied the right to attend the 
COlmty convention. 

In Meridian, Negroes were al­
lowed to attend the county con­
vention, but were not allowed full 
participation. The meeting re­
fused to consider the party loyal­

MURDERED WORKERS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
ity for enforcing the democratic 
way of life ," he coqtinued. , 

SNCC Executive Secretary 
James Forman, speaking from 
Hattiesburg when the bodies were 
fotuld , had just told a group of 
summer workers the missing 
trio's disappearance was the 
" fi rst interracial lynching in the 
hi story of Mississippi." 

"I r eminded them ," Forman 
sa id " we could not afford to let 
the nation for get the terri hIe 
price that all of us , Mississip­
pians included , must pay in order 
to change the panerns of segre­
gation in this state:' 

"".',,..'. ty resolution. "We feel there will be increas­
ed violence aga inst local Negroes 
once the summer is over," For­
man said. "We therefor e call 
upon Presiden t Johnson not to 
forsake in the hea t of the e lection 
his responsibility to the di~en­
franchised Negroes in Mississ­
ippi." 

Delegates at Freedom Democratic Party 
district convention, one of several held. 

In Ruleville and Greenville, 
Negroes wer e no t allowed to at­
tend the convention as delegates ' 
but did attend as "observers." 

In Jackson, a Negro delegate 

va s sea ted in the back of the 
("oom, but was allowed to parti­
cipa te. 

.-------------------------------------* 

O!6J03~ 't l o~uol~V 

'M'N '~33J~S P'Jow,l.oll 9 

Memorial services for the 
three dead youths were scheduled 
for Chicago, Philadelphia , New 
Yo r k, Washington, Boston, Prin­
ceton, Schnec tady, Cincinnati, 
Madison, Detroit. Ann Arbor, 
Carbondale , Columbus, Iowa 
City , and on the West Coast. 

HELENA 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

A week later , three SNCC 
workers - Arkansas Project d1-
re;ctor Bill Hansen, Larry Siegel, 
Joe Wright - were jailed in We st 
Helena. 

The three were arrested with-
out warrants when officer s came 
to -the house where they live . 

Officials at the PhillipsCoun­
ty J ail refused to say why the 
th ree we r e arrested. 

Eighteen-year- old Bob Blo.ck­
ham , a Negro worker from Bir­
mingham, was jailed here the day 
before for vagr ancy. 


