
NEWSLETTER FRCM THE NEW YORK OFF ICE OF SNCC 
October, 1966 

Thi3 is our first newsletter in several months. We hope to get ~ne out 
r~gularly now, and hope you will find it of interes~. This bulletin Wl.ll cover 
developments since our staff meeting last May at wh1ch new officers were 
elected. 

Among the highlights of SNCC's work over the summAr we:e: t~e Julian Bond 
campaign and other activity in ~tlanta; the Alabama and Miss1ssipp1 elections, 
the Mississippi March, expansion in the North, eff~rt~ a:ound the CDGM. 
{Child Development Group nf Mississippi) program, ant1-V1etnam war actlvi~y -
and finally, efforts to rebut the distorted press image of SNCC. We'll d1scuss 
some of these in detail, and then give a paatial schedule of future events as 
well as a list of available reprints and other literature. 

NOTE: Because the list rr,f persons receiving these bulletins is 

two years old and may be outdated, and because of the cost of such 

mailing'j we ask that everyone who wishes to continue receiving 

them PLEASE NOTIFY THE NEff YORK OFFICE AND SEND $1.00 TO COVER EXPENSES. 

SOUTHERN PRCJECTS 

In Atlanta, Julian Bond campaigned for election in the Demncratic primary 
on September 14. He was elected and will thus run again in November for an 
office he has already won twice. 

On September 6-8, SNCC workers (among them, Chairman Stokely carmichael) 
were arrested on charges u~cluding insurrecti~ -- which carries the death 
penalty in Georgia -- and inciting to riot. This was the result of a disturb
ance reported with great inaccuracy. SNCC •s full account of what actually 
happened is available ~n request; the important points are: 

1) Cil September 6, an Atlanta detective shot qnd wounded 25-year old 
Barold Prather, whom he suspected of stealing a car. According to one witness, 
he was about to kill Prather as he lay on a porch with a bullet in the head, 
but his gun was empty. Prather, in fact, was driving a car borrowed .from a 
friend, ' 

2) Feople of this impoverished, ghetto community, many of whom had wit
nessed the brutal sequence of events, gathered angrily. Some of them telephoned 
the SNCC office and asked help in preparing a protest demonstration. Carmichael 
went to the scene, spoke briefly, and left; he did not return. While people 
milled about be£ore the 4 p.m. demonstration, police filled the area. 
Mayor ].Van Allen arrived to ttcalm the crowd't but refused to listen t" their 
complaints. wr.~.er. he was b(')c-,ed down, Allen "rdered the police t" tttear gas them 
CJr tear those hnuses down.'\ They fired guns and tear-gas cannisters indis
criminately, often into homes; they seized and beat black people in the area at 
random. 

3) The charges agaillst Carmichael of inciting to riot and rioting were 
later dropped, revealing tl~t even the city of Atlanta knew it could not make 
them stick. The charge of insurrection against SNCC worker Bill Ware still 
stands. 

4) SNCC has brought a suit t"' enjoin city and county officials from 
using unconstitutiDr~.al statutes which were the basis for the in~urrection and 
riot charges. 

The current issue of the SOU'l'HERN PATRIOT carries a. story on thes~ -events 
with statements by eyt:.-wit.ne.sses, in~luding a radio reporter who happened to be 
on the scene, which confirm the above. 

In Alabama, attention is focused on the elections N11Vember 8 with Lowndes 
County~hc center of activity. Funds have been raised in New Ynrk to enable 
16 persons from the area to ~J Uovn! as t-·.c·ll.;vai-~hers. SNCC workers oOQI\."\:~utn.lthd 
on registering new v.ot.ers up to the -d~dline, whi~h fell on September 24. 
Unfortunately SNCC has had orJ.y 3-4 'vorkcrs in th~ area • lack nf fur..ds has also 
limited their abilityto move around tl~ county and circtilate information. 

~ople are still living in tents in Lowndes and Gt"":!ene Counties; tl1ey face 
a long, cold winter. 'l"l~ ~f the tent~ were dest,I'Oy~d by fir~ in September,. 
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There have been numerous shootings in honor of the upcoming elections. 
Black candidates are also being contested on their qualifications; both black 
candidates for state representative have been disqualified. In Dallas C~unty 
there is an ttanti-panther movementtt within the black middle-class conunun1ty; 
the townspeople (Selma) are influenced by it while the rural black people tend 
to favor the Freedom 0.rganization. 

In Arkansas SNCC has been working in four new counties of the south
eastern scct1or. a~ well as former areas of activity, mainly on programs of voter 
registration running for office, school boycotts and action against police 
brutality. In School Board elections late last month, 7 black candidates w~n 
seats in three towns (none of them with black majorities). For these elect1cns, 
bla~k pell-watchers were employed in some areas; in one tawn, Marvelle 
(Phillips County) there were black clerks and judges at the p0lls for the 
first time since Reconstruction. This vffis accomplished by utilizing the . 
Republican rarty, which has no white support in that district. Black c~nsc1ous
ness ·of the need for unity is reportedly grrwving in Marvelle, where an ~rder t~ 
desegregate schools was won by a 75% successful school boycott. 

In the t'wn of Gould (85% black), a Negro woman has filed to run f~r 
Mayor. On September 16, SNCC worker Robert Cableton was arrested and severely 
bAaten in Gould. 

In Wabbaseka black people have recently begun to organize and decided 
to run candidates fnr the City Council. Most of the black candidates with whom 
SNCC has been working in Arkansas are independents• 

In Mississippi, thA terror and police brutality which made headlines in 
SP.ptAmber, when black children attempted to attend ttwhite!~ schools in Grenada, 
has continued unnoticed. There have been many incidents in various parts of 
the state: shootings, beatings, and a bizarre attempt by a white man in 
West Point to sell poisr:med watermelons (Hthese are cmly frlr niggerstr, he s::tid) • 
The most promisir1g development is in Sunflower County, where a Federal Cou-::t 
earlier this year ordere~ new elections; the staters suit to void this order 
was recently rejected and electinns will pr~ceed within the next few monthe. 
Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer plans to run for Mayor of Ruleville. 

In late 3eptAmber, Mississippi issued new regulations for the nominatin.g 
of candidates for the Senate and Cr>ngress, which requir0 a f.:tr gre3t.el"' number 
ef petitions. 

VIETNAM WAR AND DRAFT 

Across the nation, SNCC has participated in many activities related to 
the Vietnam war and the draft -- an issue of great eoncern not only to the 
nation as a whole anrt black people in particular, but also one which directly 
affects many SNCC staff men1bers. 

In Atlanta, SNCC conducted a series nf demonstrations at the induction 
center which led to the arrest on August 18 of 12 workers from SNCG 1s Atlanta 
project and l(')cal people. Or1e of them was charged wi.th insurrection. 
Dwight Williams of SNCC was beaten and others were brnt.alized by the police in 
various ways. Ten members of the gr:"~up were jailed for 2 months and denied tho 
oppo:tunity to be released on bail1 supposedly because the judge was unavailable 
to Slgn necessary papers. On October 10, a suit was file d on their be hnlf 
claiming cru8l and lJnlJ.SlJfll tre;atment in jail. 

In Alabama, 8em118l Schutz - who tL.'ls hAen working w; th SNCC - vffis 
sentenced to 3 years' jmpri~or~ent for failure to report for the draft. 

In New York, ii.JCS actively supported the "Fort Hood 3'~ and other anti
Vietr.am war prr-.test. It has als0 worked with a recently forme d gr0up called 
Bla•k '.'1ornHL. Rnraged. In addition tc. protesting the draft, theoe two groups 
(together Wlth CORE) held a demnnstration at the u.s. Mission to the U.N. to 
protest the Interuatior.al Geurt 13 decision or. Southwest Africa. 

OTHER URBAK PROGRAMS 

In areas •f the North wbcre SNCC is working, sucb as CLioago, San Frar.ci.soo, 
Lo3. m:geles, Nev; Yn~k, N~w Jersey, efforts are b•=dr ... g made tn b 1Ji1d jnciepHldent 
polltlc~l orgarnzatF)LS ~n the ghetto, uRing the black panther as a symbol. 
SNCC 's ~mpact upon bla~k cornm'mities bas greatly in~r~"'.!=l.sed over tr.e past few 
months. 
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In Philadelphia, 3500 persons attended a rally at which Stokely Carmichael 
spoke. The trumped-up charges against SNCC of possession of dynamite still 
stand in that city and incidents of police brutality against SNCC workers -
which have been going ~n all year -- continue. But if anything they have 
increased unity in parts of the black community. SNCC has opened a Freedom 
Cchnol in Germantown as well as two new offices in other parts of Philadelphia. 

NEW YORK AND NEW JER3EY 

In the New York area, SNCC has concentrated on the issues of schonls, 
welfare, and the ant1-povorty program. We have actively supported the struggle 
for control by parents of children at r.s. 201 and other schools. Bill Hall, 
SNCC Field Secretary in Harlem (address: P.O. Bnx 768) has been working with 
the parents for the last two months. SNCC advocates parental control and 
genuine participation in school administration, and maintains that this issue 
must remair. paramount. 

In New Jersey, SNCC Field Secretary Beb Fullilove has been working with 
local groups 1n Jeroey City and Newark mainly on issues related to the anti
poverty program and welfare. r~monstrations were held in September at OEO 
headquarters in New York City by the Ad Hoc Committee for a Better Anti-Boverty 
Program (Jersey City) to demand changes which would create genuine control by 
the people of the anti-poverty program. 

PRESS SURVEY - May 17-August 17, 1966 

(based on the national news magazines, the New 
York dailies and several syndicated columns) 

A survey of this period shows hf"lW the press cultivated a r151ng hysteria 
among whi tos; how distortions were irresponsibly repeated and thus mushroomed. 
The pattern of attacks on SNCC suggests a cE:rtain manipul'3.tion by the powers
that-be and by reactionary forces seeking to take advantage of the climate. 

This is the general chronology (dates are those of publication): 

May 17 NY TIME3 breaks story on SNCC eJ Ad. i r11.s. Jim Forman, and 
especially John Lewis, projected as ttnu\ r.••r• ud 1 i.t.:tr;.t but did 
keep a working relati0n:'lhip with the established t;q)'i.":-, ir.l< of 
Negro leadersH and the AdminjBtratton. 

May 24 SNCC announces it will not attend Vfuite House Conference. 

May 28 Dr. King attacks C~rmichael as ttseparatist." 

June 9 ':Black Power'·l is heard as slogan of the Mississippi March. 
Charges ~f racism reach peak. 3NCC refuses to make March 
a demonstration for the 1966 Civil Rights Act, and says 
that bill is unnecessary-- there's enough legislation. 

July l John J_~;wis resigns. 

J1J.ly S-B At NAAGP convE:ntion, with Humphrey leading the way, 
b,.y w: lkir!S says black power is bl~ck deA.th. Also 
ch~.rges 8HC":; with ruinhandl ing of f'JLds, etc. But 
final res olu.ti on is modified, indtc:1.tj l·F, Un t u·v"""T ' 
tbc ltAfLf~P l~;rJ.d·~r:.:;Li.jJ r..:.n:-m r+_ W !Jit Lu\:.otl . 'll j_,,matinn 
from ghcrttn ym1th. 

COP.E ~mm=mt,inn asserts black power. 

July ? King calls for summit C'Or.ference to repair rift in movement. 

July 14-22 Press full of stories about declining fmtds as whites 
withdraw support from Sl';()C (liT TIMES, NY POST, WALL 
.JTREET JOURNAL) 

July 24 Stories on links with nationalists; Clrmichael calls for 
unity talks with M'J.Slims. 

July 24 to late !lugust Viol'%C8 in Ilorth8rr. cities at a peak; SNCC 
and CORF; CA.ll for llBl::J. ~k PoWBr 11 bl::ti!lE::-1. 
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NY TIMES publishes SNCC paper said to be key in ev?lut~on of 
black p!"'Vver; plus Carmichael rt I don't trust any wh~ tes • 
profile. 

House of Represent~tives approves amendment to 1966 Civil Rights 
Act whi~h would make it a crime for persons to use inter-state 
travel to foment riots. 

· -. ~ ~. 

Aug. 12 Dyanmite '•foundu in Philadelphia SNCC meeting pl"lce. 
t 

Aug. 16 HUAC begins he3rings in D.C. of subpoenaed ~nti-Vietnam war 
workers on Pool Act ~iding o.nd o.bctting the enemy). 

/ 
SPECIFIC AREAS OF DISTORTION AND: ERROR: 

A. The press stories up to tho Mississippi March contained 3 major areas 
of error and distortion: 

l) 

2) 

3) 

Misinterpretation of the changes in officers. Gene Roberts in 
the NY TIMES saw not only Lewis' replacement by Carmichael but 
also Forman's replacement by Robinson as evidence of t~ke-over 
by super-militants. This was nicked up by the other media, 
which ap~~rently never bothered to check. As late as July l, 
the TIMES was still s'l.ying 11 it ho.s never been completely cle'lr 
whether he (Forman) left against his will.'t There are other 
minor errors about the st~ff meeting, such ~s thqt it w"ls 
rtser:r8tn (TIME magazine). 

Statements th.qt whites arc going to be or are being 11 purged" 
(TIME): later reappeared in WASHINGTON POST and~~ TIME8. 
In the POST, a column by William Raspberry (Negro journ3list) 
was he~dlined nWhy SNCC Demoted Its Top Whites 11 

-- but the 
column itself never touched rm this subject. 

SNCG ts 11new direction'' seen as complete break with past. 
NY TIMES of May 22 says: 

'• ••• The new philosophy is n major development in the civil 
rights movement because it stands in such sh.qrp contrast to 
the philosophy of the committee when it was organized in 
1960 by Southern students -- both Negro and white. Then the 
committee dreamed of il".tegration as nn end in itself ••• 't 

4) Carmichael statement "integration is irrelevant11 was quoted 
everywhere - incompletely. Actual statement: nintegration 
is irrelevant when initiated only by blacks 11 • 

These early stories emphasized SNCC 's rtblack panthertt program, its '•boycott" 
of Alabama ele~tions and especially its distrust of the Democratic Party 
(the second most wiriely quoted Carmichael remark was "asking Negroes to b~c<Jme 
Democrats is like asking Jews to join the Nazi Party'~). Then came SNCC 1s 
rejection of the White House Gonference and the 1966 Civil Rights Act. 
Our position on the 1?66 Act so enraged Congressman Emmanuel Cell::>.r that he 
said on two public occasions (including one radio progrnm): npm for birth 
control - if they'll m..'1ke it retroactive t0 include Stokely (sic) C>rmicbnnl.n 

All this set the scene fnr the next stage of press attacks: char~es 0f 
racism and the whipping-up ef ttwhite back-lash.n Kingts criticism of SNCC as 
separatist playe right into this, as did Jnhn Lewis' statements. 

B. During the March, wide publicity given to Carmichael calling fer 
black power; WiJli8 Ricks ncalling for white blood11 (he actually 
said that if black blood was going to be spilt, white blood would 
be spilt -- the doctrine of self-defense, not unilateral aggression~ 
Tf.e pross portrayr;d SUGG as h~vlng suddenly dropped non-violence, 
again picturing us as br~.vir:g broken with the past. (NY TIMF.2, July 8: 
Roy Wilkins quoted as rieno'mcing 11the SNCG and CORE modification of 
the doctrine of non-violence ••• t\ Such ch:1rges were published wi t.h0ut 
correction: another example of how press p11blished setiond-hand 
comment and thus mushroomed distortions. 

The N~N YORK ~T carried a series of articles on the March by 
Pete Hamill which reached a new high in IIlFtlice .'J.nd irresponsible 
reporting. Hamill's charges of racism, unsubstantiated by any 
dire~t quotes, were repeated by former SNCC friend Ted Poston 
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in an~ther article; he tnok Hamill's word f~r it without checking. 
7his was typical of the press in general. 

The press labelled black rower '1anti-white, 11 ttr:::~cism-in-reverse,u 
'tblack 8Upremacy," '\black nationalism," ttseparatism, tt or else con
demned it as an impractical go-it-alone pclicy which denies necessity 
for cnalitirms. The ~'EVv REPUBLIC and NEW YJRK POST claimed 3NCC is 
not interested in coalition~ w~th porr whites, alth0ugh Carmichael 
and others in SNCC h~ve said that is the only likely coalitinn and 
SNCC wants to help organize po0r whites. 

c. Following the Mississippi March, distortinns continued and to~k on a 
new dimension: 

1) The NY TIMES Stcry "'n August 6 st:1.ting that position paper nn 
black power was key in its evolution. In same issue, profile of 
Stnkely Carmichael in which he rcp0rtedly stated at R meeting that 
'the had never known a white pers ::m he could trust ••• n("'t ono .n 
A tape recording of that meeting reveals that the dis~ussion 
actually went as fnllnws: 

QUESTION: I think it's important, though-- the more h1sic 
question of whether ynu are, in fact, responsible when yru might 
nf'Jt like to be responsible. In nther w,.,rds, a lot nf whites 'vould 
like tn say, ttNn, I'm libero.l, I'm not tho;:;e pel'lple.'t And it 
seems to me that SNCC is rightly saying to them, "Yes, you 1re 
respnnsible and yi')U have tl') answer fnr those people .n It 8eems 
tn me that the underdeveloped penples nf the world might very 
WGll say to Negrn members of SNCC: You might want to say ttitm 
not American, I have nothing to dn vd.th this snciety, tt "bt:t they 
might hnld ynu to that res pons i_bili ty. 

MR. r:ARM rcH.ARL: The only thing we can say to them is that we 
spoke up. When Vietnam is twenty years hence, all I cr~.n f;Cl.Y to 
my children is I did nnt h.·we much power, but I told them l would 
have nothing to dn with it. I spoke out, nnw. I didn't wait 
until G€ rm~ny des troye ri 6 mill inn Jews to bee orne liber.<tl. And it' 
there r-tre good white people, we arc lo0king for them to spe.'lk out . 
That 1S the old A.rgument .1bnut the good whites in tho South -- well, 
dar:m it where ar8 they? I've been here six yer~.rs .1nd I can rt find 
nne. Nnw dnn rt tell mn nbout them hec!"luse the old white 1 i.barr~.l 
slogan j s, ttAll that is nccess.1ry for evil to prosper is for good 
men to say nothing.'~ And, br:tby, it rs been prospering 1 l0ng time. 

QUESTION (a white mnn): Are you serirus when you s.1y y0n c.1n rt 
find nne? 

MR. GARMJCHAEL: I rm 1noking f0r one ••• 

The whnle tone and meaning of this exchnnge vvns thus very different 
in reality -- yet the TJMES refused to publish our letter correcting 
the a~count, _;:tf. the grounds thA.t our version of what h<ppencd w:=ts 
not suffi~i~tly in conflict with the TIMES' version. \ . 

2) N1.1IDernus press stories reporting charges th!lt SNCC was responsible 
for wave •f vi~lence in citie3, accompanied by editorir~.ls based rn 
these ~harges without verification. SNCC nnd St.•kely pp,rson:1lly 
be r:!ame responsible f0r every Molotov cockt;:lil from New York to 
San Francisc.J, 

When the 1?66 Civil Rights Act failed tn pass, Johnson is quoted 
(NY PCGT) as blaming SNCC. At this point, fr•m the viewpoint of 
much of the press -- and therefore most Americans -- SNCC is a 
r acist organization responsible for the '1white backlashn which 
is preventing libernl Demncrnts from doing all the good things 
they want to do. If it weren 1t for SNCC, the press suggests, 
this wou1d he a flne ~n·1mtry. 
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Oct. 30 -

Nov. 1-8 

Nov. 20 
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PARTIAL SCHEDUlE OF FUTURE EVENTS 

David Susskind Show with Stokely Carmichael 

Franz Lee South African le~der of the black freedom movement 
( c"llled U~ity Movement) in New York. Fur further information, 
call the Alexander Defense Committee (873 Broadway). 

Dancing and entert~inment at Small's; sponsored by 
Mrs. Julie Belafonte. Admission: $10 per person. 

Dec. 22 - - - Jazz Concert at Village Theatre. C1rmich3el to speak. 

Feb. 20, 1967 SNCC Photo Show opens at the Countee Cullen Library 
(Schomberg Collection of the New York Public Library, 
104 West 136th St. This will be a revised and updated 
version of the photo show which opened in New York in 
July, 1965; it is nnw available for bookings. 

REFRINTS AND LITERATURE 

Now Available from the New York office: 

1) Reprint of article by Lernne Bennett in EBONY on black power and 
Stokely. 

2) Reprints of article by Stokely Cttrmichael in THE NEW YORK REV:rnff 
OF BOOKS. Full text or excerpts. 

3) New general brochure on SNCC. 12pp., illustrated. 

4) Reprint of advertisement in NY TIMES by black ministers on black pcwer. 

5) THE FREEDOM SCHOOL POETRY BOOK. 48 pp. of poems by Mi2sissippi 
children. $1.50 per copy. 

6) I PLAY FLUTE. Poems by Jane Stembridge, former SNCG worker. $1.50 
per c,..,py. 

Forthc~ming items of interest: 

1) Article by Stokely C~rmichael in THE MASSACHUSETTS REV~ 

2) Tracy Sugarman's book (Nov. 1.4) A STRANGER AT THE GATE. 
Bersonal accounts of Mississippi in 1964 and 1965, plus over 
70 drawings by the author. Available from Hill & Wang, $5.95. 

HELP WANTED IN THE NF:W YORK OFFICE! 

It's zip-coding season, and we need help 1ll'gently. There is alsn much work 
to be done on the mailing list.· Typists and non-typist~ w~lcomed. 


