
Student Nonviolent p'oordiuati ng Commi.ttee 
3GO Nelson Sto , 2-"\v 
Atlanta , Georgia 30303 for the week end ing March 30, 1966 
688-0331 

Note : Bob has bee::1 ar:k .:,d to man;.~ t;o tte carrp J.i gn of Robert Ccnk, independGnt 
r unning for U.S . Congre,'~ 3 f rom New Haven, Conn.,on a p ·Jace· .. l aL 1;·.-civi1 ri~L --cs 
platform, ar..d 1~ e a :::'e going to New Haven until Nu'.remb'2r on a i Y i,l)r•:rary le oc ~.r8 
of abaen:::e frc::-~ Si~CC . Gren wni tman will be rioing all furth eY' r sports. 1-'lease 
ca ll for hi.rn in the office and address quer:! ·:s t o him~ 

~-~I: o :::. ·othy Zell ner 

About 1000 people attended t he fi rs t anniversary meeting o.f the Lowndes 
County Freedom Organj_zation Mar ch 27 ~-n T-Id.J ne;:j_lle. T:be f'·rct.h-Ll s :i.as t ic crowd 
heard several speakers , including Julian-B'c:[·;d~- TJirs . Rosa Pa rks and Stokely 
Carmichael . Bond said: t:pari ty politics or erates on t he principle of majority 
rule. People have told Negroes that t hey must do things the way white have 
done them. Look at the Irish and the Italians and see that they attained a 
percentage o.f the vot e . But Negroes dcn 1 t have to play parity politics. The 
way politics works, the majority takes all. You 1 re the mal}.ori'ty, so you . c an 
take it all ." The crmJd, which some ·sa id would have been larger had a funeral 
not been taking place that day , was 98% local people from Lowndes County, and 
is one of the largest local meetings in a county which SNCC has helped organize. 
Five pe.-·ple from Detroit, members of the Detroit Friends of Lownces County 
(originally all from Lowndes County) also attended the meeting. 

J ulian will a ls o speak at an outdoor r ally in Dalla s Coun~y on April 11. 
Bernice Reagen and Bennie King are scheduled to s ing;------

Stokely Carmichael r eports that students are tal king about organizing 
to go to a ll-whit e schools in F~ D~os:~ G (Lowndes County). 

Picketing stiil continues in Tuskegee a gainst those merchants who will 
not post a fair e mployment pledge . --s'OI.a.r no black people have been hired 
as a result of the selective buying c ampaign.. Voting mach ines are be ing placed 
on the Tuskegee •amp)1s f0r us i n ,_~ ,.·"c oming student -u ody el ections so that 
students c an l e arn how to u s e them and t each .friends and r elativesin the rural 
areas . 

Work cont inues in Lm-mdes County and other Bl .:tck Belt count ies t o pull 
people togeth er for the -blg-Mn.y Jrd meetings, those 1-1here local candi dates will 
be nominated. 

The foll ow ing is from a r eport compiled by Stokely Carmie :lael, Bob Mant s , 
Tina Harr i s , and the .Alabama staff. It is entitl ed Proposal for a "Poor 
Peopl e s Land Corporation 1~: 

;~ 

GREENE tr~~':~, ~ -- __ .!{ LOWNDES COUNTY 

Population Populat ion 
------------------------------~ 

Negro 
White 

:.2 ,425 
2,992 

Voter Eligiblity 

Negro 
White 

5,122 
1,900 

Median family income 

Negro 
White 

Farms over 1000 acres 

86 

Yearly inc ome over $10, 000 

Negro 
White 

4 
74 

Negro 1t.l, 07' 
White 2,521 

Voter Eligib.Llity 

Negro 5,001 
White 2~521 

Median family income 

Negro $971 
wni te $4, 400 

Fa :~'l< " ov er 1000 acres 

65 

Yearly income over $10,000 

Negro 
White 

4 
68 

WILCOX 

Population 

Negro 14,592 
V..lhi te 4,147 

Voter Elig~,bili ty 

Negro 6,085 
White 2, 634 

Med i an family incom 

Negro $1,081 
White $2,571 

Farms over 1000 acr 

Yearly income $10,0( 

Negro 
Whjte 

7 
89 
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'ltlho mms t~8 1Emd? vlho 01. ns the l~.n~7 

Negro 

----
1Jer:: r:," 
·v{l.'_te 

6;.! _) : e3 
;'?)~;; :-; 5 2 

Negro 

5r) ·) ·.;1 (. n, .. - c·-.·_ ,1',-. ~ ; __ ~!. '"' ?'_,1··~_: ·. " : . . ·'' - ' . -- ' 

% of populati~ 

Neg"!."O 
Wn i te 

8l% 
1)·% 

n~c;ro 

lv;~i te 
81% 
19% 

Nagro 
\\lh ite 

77 o5% 
22.,:t% 

A staff meeting will be held Apr:.l ::_ ; 1 , ;.:·~·-_r:-; '-'OiiG-::' (-~'~. c; ~- · '.:-•.::. s for the forth­
coming statew ide meeting to form a s+ 1 ;., '.;\J ~.J · ) :,/; ~.L -ei· · a ::,_ organization. 

The staff has also rejected a g''~ nt. froM the Voter Education Project on 
the following grounds: VEP granted o.:-<.12' ~~+200 for six weexs, 1,1hen the staff had 
asked for $4300 per month; no ad:::in i_ s t.r_;_ti ·;e expenses wer e included in the grant; 
telephone expenses were limited sc-- S'·:: .c_· :L:·...J·c mcmth for t he proj ec t phones; 
salaries were cut from $35 to $3 C :_-:·-··J · o ;c.--~~ . Staff members resent the apparent 
VEP at t itude that it :iis all right f , r- S ~ c c people to starve to death. Mean­
whfule VEP will give a grant to the ;1.rkansas Council on Human Relations, whose 
direct;~r will receive $600 a month salary. 

GEORGI.b. 

Picketing 11ontinues at the One Hour Valet by members of the Atlanta project .• 
The demands include thct: all four stores of the Valet chain havef~c ;zro 
managers; each worker is to be ~~id $1.25 per hour; formal notice sho;ld be 
given -.efore any worke r is dismj_ssed; the re should te Negro help at the front 
counters; all persons fired during the past v.Jeek and replaced by white workers 
should be re-hired. .On March 29 three memb :.::rs of the Atlanta project were 
arrested for singing on the picketline. J ohn Cb.rke and Mary Alice Smith were 
charged with disturbing the peace; Bill Wa r e wa s charged with j_nt erferin g wi th an 
officer. 

The following are portions of an affidavit by Willie Williams (please 
see News of the Field #5).: 

My name is \•lillie V/illiams. I live in a tent at the 
corner of Marl~L<J.m and Haynes .::.trec-;ts ,, i :1 t·t lanta, Georgia. 
This morning v1llen I went to bed I turr_(;:d t he light off at 
about 2:30 aum. and started go ing to sleep. I was just 
in a slumber and I heard a cut·ti:c>.g no~ :.e . I turned over 
on my stomach and I saw a man! s li. ' J:ilC~ -:;-~ i.i..h a knife in it 
cutting the t ent open very near rr,:r :~ c::EJ d . I grabbed his 
hand and the man pulled away and r::J..-:." o e . 

In my opini on the p er son who cut t.hP. hol e i n the tent 
tried to kill me. He proi.;;a.b::..y 1-Jas a Si•Y and was put up 
to the incident. But this won't stop me . I will 
continuo .to wage this 1-1ar fo r h·~n:G.J.-: ri:ghts vJi th the .• 
Markham street people. - · · 

The above s tatement is true a!ld correct to the best of 
my knowledge. 

/s/ (Mr.) Willie ~villiams 

Large-scale demonstrations have been held every day since March 28 in 
Cordele. Upwards of 500 jmnior high and high school students have boycotted 
their schools and marched to the board of education prote .::> ting mis erable school 
conditions. They described the schools: at Clark Training School, there are 
no cherr istry labs; at Southview school, there are rio bathrooms, no playgrounds, 
poor ventilation, windows broken down, and the facilities , such as laboratories, 
libraries, etc., are v ery poor. A f ence also sur r ounds the SouthvievJ School 
topped by thre e st:r:rands of barbed wire. . On March 28 one studen·t was arrested 
and another threatened by a white holding a shotgun~ On March 30, four · 
students were roughea up by P..e'iolly-deputized white citizens. Protests have been 
made to the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, and t o the Justice 
Department • 
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MISSISSIPPI --------· 
200 poor people from Mi ss is s ippi left Mc.n"ch :o from t he Tribbett Tt'n t City 

to ~vashington to protest lack of funds fo r a build ing project. The peor.J.e 
charged that officials of the Office of E8onomic Op:)o:::-tuni ty had promis ed them 
a grant 'bo huild 100 homes but that no money had be<:m sent. 

Mrs . Youther Key es , chairman of the Harrison County }1'"\DP and leader ~ ·.;_ ;: 

the drive to include poor people on the s'ta.T'f-of the Headstart Program, :: ;~ 
organizing a Poor Peoples Club whish will work t award making r eforms in i :~ e. 

next Heads tart program, in six months~ Mrs . Keyes and others 1-1ill continue to 
protes t the economic make-~p of this Heads tart Program, but says that 
11 we 1 i.l l::e ready for the next one 11 ., This club will require members to make 
les s than 3, 000 dollars a year , and have a card saying t hat they are r egistered 
voters. The by-laws state: you must be concerned a bout other poor peopl e; 
you must work together as close as poss ible; you must elect your chairman for 
the good he can do and not from friendship; you must think of what good you 
can do for the club and not what the club can do for you , and don 1.~ get so 
poor tha t you can't help them. Dues will be SO ¢ a month, to l::e used to he:i...p 
people buy food when t heir food stamps run out. 

A protest march is scheduled in Kosciosko in April to present demands 
to improve conditions in the city. The people will mee t at 2 p 0m. at the 
Christian Liearty Baptist Church and march downtown and th en back, demanding 
that: 1. Negroes hired for decent jobs in the stores ; 2 . r e6iQtrar obey the 
federal laws and r egister people; 3. put Negroes on the school board; 4. give 
Negr o policemen pol:i.e.e cars ; and 5. h :re Negro postmen, and 6 . improve school 
conditions. 

A chur~ was burned in Sidon March 26 after a Pray-In about the war in 
Vietnam was held. About 30 pecple attended the pray-in during the af ternoon; 
the church 1-vas burned to the ground that night , and two Negroes were arrested. 
However, FDP workers said they saw two whit e men hanging around the church 
asking qu es tions tha t Yer y day , and one of th em the son of a Klansmen. 

The FDP congress i onal candiaates will be : Rev. Whitl ey (lst district), 
Robert Hayes (2nd aistri~t) , Rev. Edwin King (3rd district), Rev. Collins 
(4th district) , and Lawrence Guyot (5th district). 

The Jackson office reported that Aid t o Dependent Children checks will 
be cut to :u; 26 per month. This is t he second time checks have been cut since 
August. Mrs . Annie Devine of th e FDP was scheduled to discuss this at a 
press conf er ence on March 3~ • 

.Andrew Lee Green writes from Leake Count y: 11 .li. young l ady went to the 
doctor in Leake County. She "\vas expecting a baby and t he doctor charged her 
$75 . He sent her to the hospital and the doctor refused to wait on her be-

cause she didn 1 t have ~SO. b.fte r theyg:Jt the $SO, t he doctors put her to bed , and 
after the baby came the only way tl1ey would release her, h er husband had to pay 
$50 more . He didn't h3ve the money Friday . She had to stay there until 
Saturday, they wouldn 't f ee her, they wouldn't l et tl1e baby be named, and they 
even wouldn't write out a brith certifica te for the baby . They had taken the 
identification card off the baby 's arm. The hospital isn't integrated, the FBI 
and lawyer went to talk to the people at the hospit al but they were afr'l_ .. d they 
woui.d l ose t.·"· ~ j ob . The l awyer i n Jackson is -v;orking on this." 

The student protest group at Tougaloo College is now called Tougaloo 
Ac t i on Committee . Its program will include: c ol~ge r ef orm, civil rights, U.S 
foreign policy discuss i on and protest, distributi on of information on crucial 
probiliems ·of the world, informat i on om protes t and r eform activities on other 
campus es . 

A black 1-.1oman in Moss Point is awaiting trial in the shooting of a white 
store owner who as saulted her. Mrs. Elizabeth hnn Curtis sup~osedly shot a Mr . 
~lark after he hit her during an argument in his store over the price of turnip 
greens. The groc ery store owner had run up to her car and punched her; 
then his son-in-law tried t o pull her out of her car. She shot at the two of 
them, wounding Clark. 

Six families set up a tent city near Greenwood at the McGee home (Silas 
McGee was wounded in the face in the summer of 1964). Tne McGee home is sur­
rounded by whit e f amilies, and has be en fir e-bombed and shot at three times. 
The group includes 27 children. 

The FDP in nosedal e is calling for a boycot t of all white- owned stores over 
the Easter period. The boycott is to bring pressure on t he City Council for 
the following demands: 
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1. That jo s be pror ided in white-owned stores. 
2. Vse of courtes ,, titles 
3. A pledge from the power s truf! t11 re not. to blo'"!k poverty programs. 

Registratl:ion fi gures are now available throughout. the sto.te . Wq -w:ill in~lude 
them in News of the Field #7 e 

NEW YORK 

Nine SNCC staff were .arrested March 26 at the S. African Mission in 
New York. They were waiting to see the Ambassador when they were suddenly 
asked to leave; when they refused, they were arrested -and charged with resisting 
arrest and trespassing. The nine were bailed out on their own rec ognisance. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Larry Fox reports from Weldon that mass meetings will be held in every . 
precinct in Halifax County to get peopl e down to register to vote the last 
8:1turda:r in apr1!. This is one of the three Saturdays in which the registration 
office i s open before the primary elections. 

TENNESSEE 

The Southern Stude::1t Organi zing Committee (SSOC) is continuing to focus 
on organizi,ng southern white students into the mGDvement; however, more and 
mo-re organizing among blacks tudent s is t aking place. Fifteen staff members 
work out of Nashville, in Louisiana, Texas, Kentucky, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee. Contac t have also been made with white students in Missis s ippi 
(see News of the Fl.el d #5)o In ilact a conference was held February 25 - 27 
in Mississippi where 75 stud en ts_ discussed campus organizing. h spring folk 
festival is planned, featuring Len Chandl er, Bernice Reagan, and . otherso 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Fifve civil rights workers were arrested at the South kfrican Embassy March 
29 in a sit-in protesting apartheid from 4:30 to 11:30 p.m.. They were told to 
leavey by an official of the Embas sy and then arres ted on Embassy territory by 
ci ty police on a charge of "unlawful entry". 

TO ALL FIELD STAFF: 

Th3 Campus Coordinating Department of Atlanta office announces a southwide 
s tudent conference to be held April 28 -May 1, Wavelnnd, Mississipp~ (tentative) 
on the theme of 11 The Freedom struggle and its new direction for college students" 
Among the sybjects to bu discussed will be : freedom schools in the Northern 
ghettos; the meaning of the FBP; the concept of the Freedom Organization 
(particularly in the Black Belt); the Poor Peopl es Corporation; and organizing 
in Southern urban areas. FIELD STAFF AR~ URC" D TO RECRUIT .AS M..NY BLACKS TUDENTS 
AS POSSIBLE TO THE CONFERENCE ~ Food, transportation, and housing will b e provided. 
Please sne all names to Willian Porter. (Note: because the number of people who 
aan stay at Waveland is limited, staff are urged to come 6NLY IF YOU HAVE SENT 
YOUR Nlli-1E TO PORTER I N JJWANCE.) 

1;'0 ALL STAFF: 

Accomodations are also limited for the staff meeting, to be held at Waveland 
May 9 -15th, so t he meeting viTLL BE FOR STJ&F ONLY. If you plan to attend, 
please send your name to PORTER. 

-30-



July 30, 1965 

rti~ SPUthw~st Ge~~gia, . de.mo~~atio~s ar~ s:~~pping: 1~P ' a~d - :a . call has· 
gope: out f .or . peop::}.e.. i~ , the _north t9 join ;in·: t -hese demonstrat.ions. 
Sever.al' Congressme~ are plannin,g. to go em a .br.ief ·tou:r ·. of SW:Ga. ' projects 
early next week. Today, in Americus, Negroes will hold three denonstrations. 
Last night,,Lester Maddox spoke at a rally sponsored by the White Citizens 
Council. J:ension in the_ town has mounted since the killing last Wednesday 
night of the 19-year~old white -youth. 

• ' ' ' " ' I " ' ' ,.' •: ' 1 ;, · . , , • •'! .. 

In Baker CoUn.ty, Ga., ~he white man who assaulted Charles Sherrod last 
week had _.Sherrod arrested for assault and batt~ry- and attempted murder. 
This arrest occurred on July 29, and is Sherrod 1s -second arrest of the week. 
He is still in jail. Demcr.stratians are being beld in Newton (Baker 
Co.) and representatives from the National Council of Churches are in 
town. · ·_ :<·. .. -- .. 

. " . . • t 

SNCC is urging that federal troops be brou~ht . iri to Southwest Geor~ia . 
to reetore order, that the four ladies who were arrested on July 20 
for standing in the white voting line be released .immediately (although 
.~ ,lede~al c~t has orderec;i _- ~~eir release, they are still in jail), and 
· tha't Q.f:f,'icials who allo.wed .t}le , ,segregated polling places in the past elec­
tion · be arrested am rosecuted uader the federal statute which they 
violated instead of an "investigation," which tbe ·federal govermnent 
has promised). The Justice Department has admitted .that segregated 
polling places violate federal laws; however, .federal officials are 
typically reluctant to enforce their laws where the rights of Negroes 
are involve~. 

PLEASE PRESSURE THE JtBl'ICE DEPARrrr-iENT FOR :FULL ·PROTECTION OF THE CITIZENS 
OF SOUTHWEST_ GEORGIA • . frior. :t.o th~ "killi~g of the 19-year-.old boy. last 
Wednesd.ay, the· Negr_o cOMIIl'Ulli. ty had been t~rrorized by wh1 t 'es riding through 
at high ~eeds. · yfui. tes _bad thrown rock~ .~t- the demonstrators, and at 
the Ttiesday night demonstration :a menacing mob of Soo-6oo whites ~ 
stood opposite the 'demonstrators. Also on Tuesday night ti-iO SNCC 
workers, Bill and Emory Harris, were fired at about ·17 .. times. 

Last year~ in March and November, civil rights workers complained ~o the 
Justic_e Department and to the· FBI about . segregated polling. places and 
there was . no action. . . . . 

-~~-' The Jus_t:i.ce or the Peace, ~- s-~uthwell, whose .election on, July 20· we 
. consider illegal, . ha~ twi_ce beaten civil rights w9rkerS' • in the court 
house in Americus iri the Past year~ .. The ~pecial squad of state troopers 
which Governor Saunders called in to Southwest Georgia called "the Blue 
Angeles," is. the Saple group of. c:ops w.hicl;l .beat·· h€ads·· and j-abbed demon­
strat<?rs with c~ttle prods last. year • . For .:the.S$-·and many other reasons 
the local people in Americus de~pair of any help:-fronr any:· law . 

··enforcement officials. · . . . c . · . • · . · - · • : - . • ·• 
~ . . ' ' . . . l . • 

•·. 
' . ' . ' . , • . . . . . ' . . 
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i :til Mc~omb, Mi.ssis.si,p~l..,. , Yr~ ,MFLtJ has organized the' maids at ··the- Holliday 
rnn trlfio were:ma~~g 9;t .. an .hour.. As many· ~s 30 demonstrators ha·ve picketed 
at the Holiday ·Inn aemanding a legal minimum wage and longer lunch hour 
(they were getting a 15 minute lunch hour and had to eat in the '-'back of 
the kitchen). One porter and five maids are now on s.trike. City police­
menhave escorted scab labor through the picket line and about 30 city, 
county and state policemen stand around and watch the demonstration. · The 
cops say they have to protect the property of the Holid~ Inn. Protests 
and indignant inquires at your local Holiday Inn would be aopreciated 
by the McComb MFLU. So would any other community action you could 
organize. 

In Washington, DC, the Clerk of the House has officially submitted to the 
Speaker of the House the printed depositions--everything submitted qy the 
FDP was printed. The Challenge is now officially in the hands of the House 
Subcommittee on Elections and Privileges. So far enough copies of the 
depositions have been printed far the ~ubcommittee and later copies will 
be available for each House member. The authority for printing more 
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copies (for the public) rests with the House Administration Committee, and 
although the Clerk's office has received requests from .:thousan9S···E>.f people, 
copies may not be available unless continued pressure is applied tq 
indi viduai Congressmen· and to members of the House Committee on 
Administration. 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION: 
Dems Reps 

Burleson, Tex. (Chmn.) Lipscomb, Calif. 
Ashmore, SC * Corbett, Pa. 
Fridell, Md. Chamberlain, Mich. 
Hays, ·ohio Goodell, NY * 
Jones, Mo. Curtin, _Pa. * 
Thompson, NJ Devine, Ohio * 
Abbitt, Va. * Erlenborn, Ill.* 
Waggonner, La.* Dickinson, Ala. 
Perkins, Ky~ * 

. · ~ . .. Dent, Pa. 
Gibbons, Fla.* 
Nedzi, Mich. · 
Brademas, .Ind. 
Dav.is, Ga.* 
Gray, Ill. 
Hawkins, Calif. 
Bingham, NY. 

· (*indicates member of · subcommittee 
on 1lections and Privileges.) 

If you live in one of these Congressmen's districts, please begin another 
letter-writing campaign to him--urging him to see to it that more copies 
of the depositions are printed up. If not, write to your itrlividual 
Congressman again for a ropy of the depositions and ask him to see to it that 
enough copies are printed up so that all the people Who want to be fully 
informed about the Challenge can read the evidence .in this case. Stepped 
up pressure around the' challenge ·nll b€ needed during the next few weeks. 

In Mississippi · during the next ·tew days, FDP workers are canvassing. far 
voter registration under the new voting laws passed by the state assembly 
and are planning Freedan Days throughout the state. The purpose of the 
Freedom days is to show that the people will want to register and to vote. 
On August 17th a state-wide referendum will be held on the new voting laws 
which ·will, probably· become amendments to the state cOnstitution. FriP is 
supporting the passage of the amendments. 

Lists of grievances and petitions demanding the unseating of the white 
Mississippi Congressmen are also being circula:ted among the local people 
in preparation for the last days of the challenge--which should be around 
the last of August. Over 1,000 Mississippians are planning to come to 
Washington to stand vigil during these days. Please don't forget to help 
them get there. Co~ies of the enclosed Nation article are available 
in bulk from the V.Jashington FDP office for circulation in your community. 
Printed copies of the Christian Century article ~re also available from 
Washington FDP, 926 Pennsylvania Aven':l~ SE, Washington, DC. 

Freed an, 

. fh aM/ tt/Lb-r 
Margarlt .Lauren 
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