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At a brief glance, it is evident that
this edition of the New South Student is
a self-reflective one, fn seven articles
we discuss our activities, strategy, prob
lems, and role, This sensitlvity is eseential to anyone concerned with his effectiveness in reaching stated goa1s. But
perhaps its emphasis at this time results
fi'om our feeling that we are nearing a
turning point, if not in the southern
student movement, at least in SSOC.

New South

Southern Student Organizing Committee of

Nashville, Tennessee. Labor is donated.

SOUTHERN STUDENT ORGAN]ZING COMI,{ITTEE

Office , 1703 Portl-and Avenue

Mailing Add.ress, P.O. Box 64Of
Nashville, Tennessee, 37212
Telephone

Gt5) 291-jr37

Chai-rman

SSOC has just received more financial
resources than it ha-q had in its entire
existence, and we are badly i-n need of
In addition, we sense that
new staff.
the South is changing rapidly, and to remain relevant or viabl-er we must be prepared to change our role radically.

Howard Romaine, Universi-ty of Virginia
Vice Chairman
Howard Spencer, Tougaloo Co11ege, Miss.
Herman
Roy

Carter,

Secretary
Southern University, La.
Treasurer

Money, Jr.,

Vanderbilt University
Staff

it is that we ask you to join us in
our reflectior.,s. We would urge you to
consider serJ-ously the questions posed
in the first article, rrDecisions Face
SS0Crr, and the planning conference in
which we hope to face these; and to share
with ,us your thoughts concernlng the
needs of southern students today, and
how SSCC may be of service to them.

Sue Thrasher, Ed Hamlett, Gene Guerrero,
Ray Payne, and Ronda Stilley

Thus

fn an effort to share responsibilities,
the staff i-s taking turns in producing
this publication. Ronda Stitley is editor of this issue. Our thanks to Bill
Ilyers for the cover drawing.

If

you wish to receive the New Sg"!h Studen'!, contributions of not less than
tI1.oo for southern studentsl-ailE-$7.0o-I6F-"orthern students and adults are

requested. ALl contributions are tax

exempt.
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by Gene Guerrero

The Southcrn Student Organizing Committee will hold a t'February Planning Meetingrt on February 4, 5, and 5 at the SSOC
office in Nashville. fhe meeting'wi11 be

next year? What decisicns will have to
be made at the spring eonference?'

6. Is there a consensus in SSOC rryarding the tliar in Vietnarn? Shculd SS0C
act? If so, in what way?

an open executive committee meeting to
plan for the winter and spring. All interested students are invited to attend.

The purpose of the meeting is to deal
with some of the practical problems arising from the fact that students are
beginning to translateideas j-nto actlon.
SSOC must discuss alloeation of its new
resources in terms of a rrstrategyrr of
social change for the South.
is limited irr various ways hy conception, staff, and finances. We necd to

SSOC

think through these limitations keeping
in mind that at this time SSCC may have
a greater opportunity to contribute to
real change than at any other tirne in
its short history.

/, b/hat are the final arrangements for
the folk tour? Final decisions on dates,
places, etc, should be made.
8. liow should editorial policy of

the

ISW Sgglb Student be determined? How can
we encourage more students to use the
newsletter as a journal- for their expression? Should the newsletter be moved
to rrtlanta?

should

SSOC

do regarding South

10. How should

SSOC

relate to
in A966?

!.

What

Africa?

political

southern

developments

The following are questions some have
raised for discussion at the meeting.
The list is meant to be suggestive rather than definitive, and you should raise
questions of your own.

12, lr/hat is SSOCts relationship to organizlng efforts in Appalachia?

1. Do we have an overall politicalvision
and strategy? Should we have one? Are we
serious about change without one?

U, Hdw effective has the campus traveller program been? How should campus travellers be used?

2. Hori should SSOC be related to comrnunlty projects such as the ones in Southside Virglnia, New Orleans, and atlanta?

Those who wj-sh to raise questions for
this meeting are urged to write worklng
papers. ff these are sent to the SSOC
office in advance they can be mirneoed
for the :.neeting.

How can SSOC stimulate more community
How are these projects related to
each other?

work?

can SSOC develop more student
leadership internally? !ilhat are the problems in developing cont.inuing eampus

J.

How

leadership?

4.

can SS{C find more good staff
persons now that it can affcrd to double
or triple its staff? How should staff be
Hi:w

used?

and wllere shorrld 111s g^s0(, .spr..lng
corrfel'tlnoe be hel d'i How do we see SSOC

5.

When

-2-

11, IIow can the SSOC structure be imprcved? Do students feel a part of SSCC?

The meeting will actually begin ea"ly
Saturday, February l. It is hoped that
many will be able to eome for the evening of the 4th to review what has been
happening and begin pJ-emning for the
weekend.

Some funds
Please 1e

and
I

whether

possible.

for travel are available.
offlc
soon if
when
will ami
1I
dh
se bring your slee

with
bag

sli CC
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Civil rights worker, Samuel Younge, 22,
in Tuskegeer Alahana, early
on the rnorning of Januarl. 4, 1966.

John

was murderecl

groes register to vote at the Macon
eounty courthouse earlier in the day
when he was pushed by ^ne of the registrars, who threatened hirn with a knife.
Later that evening, Younge was told to
use a segregated restronm in a 5as station. His body was found in an a11eY
near the station.
Earlier in the day, Yourrge had
to the Atlanta SNCC office that he was
helping take 40 Negroes to register to
vote. Orre of the registrarstal.d Young,of s
co-worker, SNCC staffer, Jimmy Rogerst
Itlrm tired to fooling around with you.
Itm going to spj,lI your guts all over
the flaor.lr
reported

workers in Atl.anta re1rcrted. the incident in the courthouse to the FBI and
the Jus-r,ica Departnent and urged federal
intcrvention and protaction--before the
murd.er oecurred.--but federal officials
did not appaar.
SI{CC

Later, that night, Youage went to a serviee station fn get gas and to use the
restraom. When he asked to go to the
restroom, the attendant told hirn to go
to the back hole r,ihere Negroes go.ID{LAfie
refusod. Ha asked the attendant j-f herd
heard of the Civil Rights Aet. The attendant pu11ed a gunr fired one shot, but
missed. Young got into a car and drove
to the paliee station five hlocks away
and asked for an investigation. It was
reported that he went back to the station when he roalized the police ryoutrd
not help him.
Dean

Phillipo of

Tuskagea

Institute

called about 2 a.m. by the polieer

Prot
SNCC

ec

ED
tion?

?

ehairrnanr i-ssued the

following statement:

Younge, a SNCC worker and a student at
Tuskegee thstltute, had been helping Ne-

Uarning

Lewis,

|-l

J(

was

We call upon the President of the
United States to make the Presence
and the forees of the federal
goverrunent visihle in the state
of Alabama by ordering federal
marshals to the fo11or^ring counties
in Alabama: Macon, Greene, Barbour, Lawndes, Dallas, Haler Wi1cox, Bu11ock, Marengo, Sumtert
Perry, and al1 others where violence and terror are the order of

the day. These ferleral marshals
should have the po'der to make onthe-spot arrests, in order to Protect, not just the civil rights'
but the lives and linbs of the Negro people and civil rights workers of Alabama.

If the federal goverr:ment cannot
prorride protection for people seeking civil rights guaranteed bY the

then PeoPle w'ill
have no proteation but themselvas.
lVe find it
increasj-ngly diffieult
to ask the pocpla of the Black
Belt to remain nonviol.ont. !'/e
have asked the President for fedora1 marshals far over throo Year6.
If our plea is not answeredr we
eonstitutian,

have no choice.

Attorney Geneeal Nicholas Katzenhack,
rights raI1y in Mobilq
2, and said that nightriders seeking to put fear in the hearts
of Negroes will run trstraight into the
federal goverrunent. rr

ad.dressed a eivil
Alabama, January

Yesterday an FBIagent listened totho report given him of Yeung and Rogers being
threatened by the regi.strar in f\rskegeel
and said, rrYourve done your duty. l/et11
take cara of it.rr He then hung up'

who

told hi,n to corne down and ldentify a
body. He taok several peopl.e with him
and. say Yotrngers body wjth a single bu1let wormd, in the hea<l.
-)-

has organizoo southvido nenori-al
serviees to be held January 10 thror:6h
18 in Washington, Hrmptcnr Richmonor
Greenville, Ralei-gh, Colurnbia, Orangeburg, Atlanta, and Nashvillqrespec tiv'ely'
SNCC

C;\j\J DOi( CO)\
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by Sue Thrasher

Perhaps you wondered just what it is
that SSOC people spend their time doing.
The following is an attempt to outline
the activiti-es of the officers and staff
for the months of January and February.
HOWARD ROMAfNE has been a second year
graduate student in philosophy at the
University of Virginia. His wife, ANNE,

is completing a masters i.n hletory, and
will be working on SSOCTs southern folk
tour. Howard is thinking of enrolling
as a student at the Institute for Policy
Studies, which will al-Iow them to york
and do researeh in the South.
is a senior at Tougaloo
in Jackson, Mississippi. He has
been very aetive in the Methodist Student Movement and the National Stutlent
Christian Fed.eration. He will- be working on the statewt$e etudent co$.f,erance
which will be held in lllssissippi during
HOI'IARD SPENCER

Co13-ege

February.

HEAMAN CARTER

is a senior at

Southern
Baton Rouge, Louisj-ana.

University in
Although one of his primary interests is
South Africa (See November Newsletter),
he spends a great deal of his tlme being
a thorn in the side of the administration at Southern.....RoII tem, Heznan! I
(See Deceaber newsletter.

)

M0NEY--treasurer, of course--is a
junior at Vanderbilt University. In ad&ition to worki-ng and carrying a fu1l
course 1oad, Roy is active in the NashviI1e Committee for Alternatives to War
Ln Vietnam (See pg. 9 ) .aad the Student
Politi-cal Education and Action Committee.
He also spends quite a bit of time in
the SSOC office paying endless bills and
haggling wi-th staff about salary and
ROY

cheeks.
SUE THRASHER

tion of the

plans to spend a good por-

months

of January and Febru-

ary working in Mississippi on the statewide student confer€rc€r 6he is also
making arrangements for the Board of Advisors meeting which has been echedul-ed

for

March 4.

just recently graduated
is now baek on
the SSOC staff. You may recaIl that
Gene attempted to organize a union of
the employees at &nory (See October newr
Gene will be setting up the
letter).
Executive Committee meeting in early
February and will then begin planning a
GE{E GUERRERO

from Enory University and

conference on stud.ents and labor.

traveled north from the SDS
in Urbana, but will soon reto work in Tennessee and Kenplans to concentrate in the
Ed
tucky.
Tennesseer,
arear feeling out
Knoxville,
Appalachia.
interest
in
student
ED HAI4LETT

convention
turn south

RONDA

STILLEY, who

joined the

SS0C

staff

in October, will be etliting the January
issue of the N"q lggth !!i1!g!, and worle

ing with a gffip ,ho aiffiresterd
in
an urban organizing proJect in the city
of Nashvi-I1e.
just recently l-eft the
SSOC staff to concentrate her efforts on
a community organizing proj_ect 1n the
second ward in New Orleans. Kathy plans
to set up alibrary and begin wopking for

KATHY BARRETT

freedom schools.

traveled for SSOC in AIaduring the fa1l, is now working in
the Vine City Community Project ix At1anta, Georgia,
RAY PAYNE, who

bama

During the past month, the SSOC office
has received several large contributj.ons

and grants. We are indebted to:
The
Field Fourdation for a grant of $5000
for general program; to Mr. Stephen F.
Wilder and Mrs. Blake Cady for a grant
of $12rlOO in memory of their father,
and the Methodist Student Movement for a
grant of $200.

staff: We desperately need
a person with some cl-ericaL . ekil1s for
the office, as well as someone experienced j-n urban community organizing.
II yo, are interested, write SSOC, Box
54o3, Nashville,
We now need

:""":""u:.

*

SOUT'ilEi(r\l

F01-i(
by Anne

Dnring the summer of t64 a group of
movement folk singers from around the
nation gathered in }lississippi to perform and lead singing in various C0F0
project locations throughout the state.
Ttre local" people as wel-l as the COIO
volunteers and SNCC staff were reinforced in their struggle for freedom by the
knowledge that people outsj.de Mississippi cared. about what they were trying to
do. However, the benefit was not a one
way thing. The singers were in fact,
joining in the protest against rac;isur
and learning, many of them for the first
time, what was realJ-y going on in Mis-

IIV;\l-

Romaine

war, problems of anti-communism and
blacklisting. Of course, the workshops
vary wi-th the particular campus and community and the degree of interest displayed.

There are four or five singers who will
the core of the tour. GIL TURNffi, composer, founding co-editor of
Broadside magazine and a principle organizer of the Mississippi Caravan will
be on hand. In his own wordsr Gil sings
the songs of al-1 the rrbig and 1ittIe,
public and private, peacable and violentt
revolutions and resolutions that made
and remade and are stil1 remaking the
New World.tf

make up

sissippi-.

ls planning a travelcomposed of some of
the same singers who particlpated in the
164 Caravan. The purpose of the tour is
threefold. Firstr we hope to reintroduce southern students to the folk music
tradition of the blackbelt and mLluntain
regions of the Southr as wel-I as bort,
the o1d forms have been adopted to new
ideas by this generationrs freedom and
topical singers.
Ttris spring,

FES

SSOC

lng folk festival

LEi\{ CHANDLER

who participated ln 'the

of the
early r50ts as well as the Mississippi
Caravan, is also very interested in relating the music of the movement to southern campuses. A very tirlented cofiposer and songwrJ-ter, he holds an MA in

Arkansas and NashviLle movements

musioology from Columbia University.

BERNICE REAGON who was deeply involved
in the r6J Albany movement is one of the
original SNCC Freedom Singers--the major
group responsible for spreading freedom

fhe second purpose is to pose issues.
Ihe whole idea of an integrated troupe

appearing at Negro and white southern
campuses has a significant thrust. Also
manyof the songs they sing will be songs
of the movement, in themselves posing
questions of politics and values.

songs over the nation.

HILLARY, one of the well lorown
Georgia Sea Island Singers has also consented to join the group. Her songs represent the best of the more traditional
southern Negro music.

MABEL

we hope to glve folk enthusiasplring folk slngers from the
student, as well as 1ocaI communitiesr an
opportunity to meet with the profesal"onaL folksingers in workshops. These
workshops will- center on the musical
techniques involved in performing traditional ballads and spiritualsr as r*eIl
as provide a forum for dj-scussion of
freedom and topical song writing. Thare
should be a place where students can
discuss the issues of the movement in
wirich folksingers are playing a signifLcant role. Among these are civil rightq

fhirdly,

asts and

Other possible members of the troupe are
ERfC ANDERSON and IIEDY WEST. During the
course of the festival tour, it is hoped

that other singers such as CAROIYN HESTER, BARBARA DAME, JOAN BAEZ, JUDI COLLfNS, and PETE SEEGER will be able to
make appearances at the afternoon workshops as well as the evening concerts.

The tour, which wil-I begin sometime in
Apri1, will provide an opportunity for
(Continued on pg./)
E

IO

ril r

Dear Editor:

ED JT c i(
kong

Delta

))r

and around Saigon--more than

milcs ilway from Nortli Vietnam, indicates that there is a basie popular
supnort for the guerillas aflong the
South Vietnamese peasants, but this rloes
not mean that the peasants support comnunis:n and the heII that stands for.
1CCC

You wanted comment on Vietnam.
here goes. ..

We1I,

First of all, I resent the term used by
rtJohnson and his gangrr

Mr. Veret, Jr.,

(See I'The Anti-[Jar lvlovement--Scme Ques-

tions With Answers, December edition. )
This term is directly from thu &k$g
Review. As for his letter, it could
Jffifs well have been written to the
Moscow lisyg o" the Peking Rsr:iew.

a former member of the John Birch
Society, I cannot go along with the
majority of Johnsonts policies, as f
could not go along with Robert Welchrs.
Kennedyrs eivil rights bills and the
As

Peaee Corps are
accornplished.

the two great things

he

I supported Goldwater all the rvay, except for his Vietnam poli-cy, but dear
old Johnson took it from Goldwater and
has followed it completely.
is that Vietnam is not
Letrs
worth one Ameriean solider.
bring our boys home and let the Vietnarnese fight their own war.

My main concern

are backing a government that is incapable either of vrinning a military
struggle or governing its people.

We

For nine years the IJ.S. helped the

Attacks on North Vietnam will not seriously weaken guerilla fighters 1000
mifes away. The principle foe is not
the limited industrial capacity of the
l,iorth, nor the North Vietnamese who
have remained at homer nor even their

It is the
training camps and trails.
from
guerllla
fighters
individual
,0r0OO
the l'iorth and South rrho have no trouble
finding sanctuary withln South Vietnam
or the neighboring states. Bombing
North Vietnam is not ealeulated to reduce their determination, but undoubtedly it could antagonize many other Asians
and could easily lead to increased eommunist Chinese involvement in the whole
Indo-Chinese peninsula.

only viable policy for the U. S. is
negotiation and a political settlement.
This must be done in such a way as not
to hand it over to the communists, They
say we will lcse faceo but France pulled
out and didnrt lose face. South Vietnam

The

has no valr:e to us, and the Seventh
Fleet in Asia, and the commles arenft
going any place. Again f repeat, let
the Vietnamese fight their own battles.

Diem

government at a cost of three billion
dollars. Diemrs rule was marked by the
achievement of some measure of economic

stability, but pri-ncipalIy by an indissatisfaction.
creas.ing political
That dissatisfaction was eneouraged by
North Vietnam, but basically DiemIs otrn
arbitrary rule rnade possible Viet Cong

I support our soldiers over the Viet
but I do not support our bei-ng in

Cong,

Vietnam
Ray

Simpson

Student

California State at Los Angeles
President
Education Committee on Vietnam

gains.
The

L.

very fact that Viet Cong strength
sti11 is the greatest in the Me- (Letters to the editor continued. pg. 7 )

r,ras and

6

Dear Si-r:

THE VIETNA.IVI RE^DER

quite taken with the article frtte
Anti-War Movement--Some Questions with
Ansv,rerslr, (By Joe Verret, Jr., December,
A955, New South Student); in fact, I
couldnrt believe it. While the NSS is
not known for outstanding achievements
in journalism, it generally has done a
commend.able job of reporting on the southern student movement and in raising
questions relevant to that movement. Mr.
Verret certainly raises questions, such
asn rrWhat the heIl is he talking about?rl

f

was

First of all, I was not under the impre*
sion that SANE or its con6ressional
friends (Morse, Hawkins, et al.) have
rfthe best interests of imperialism at
heart.rt Though it is clear to me that
the President and the Departments of Defense and State certainly dg not have
the best interests of the Vietnamese
people in their hearts. Secondlyr his
diatribe against SANE, Morse, the U.N.
and the rest, and his ad.vocacy of I'{arxism-l,eninism as a tool for und.erstanding
imperialism do not help to rtwin over the
masses of American peoplert.
Perhaps the thing which puzzled me the

most was his invocation of Marxism-Leinism. As if Mr. Verret v;ere a trp:iiest
presiding over a sacred textft used to
explain all present day phenomena, this
is followed by an incomprehensible and
thus imelevant (to me) quote from Leon
Trotsky addressed to rtthe Marxistsrr.

A Revj-ew by Howard Romaine
rrlt would be inaccurate to say that the
United States does not have any foreign
support for its action in Vietaam. Tt
does--in about the same measure that the
Soviet Union had support for its action

in

Hungary.lr

This is not the first sentence of the
book, for the editors are not sensationalists, but obviously men who are grave-

1y concerned about the present course of
American foreign policy. Bernard Fa11,
perhaps the best-known expert in this
country on Vietnam, and Marcus Raskinr a

former member of the National Security
Council under Kennedy, are eminently
qualified for the task of colleeting the
essential articles on the subject, It
is difficult for Ameri-cans to think of
themselves as somehow supporting a foreign policy designed to squash a popu1ar revolution through mass terrorisrn-but a picture quite like this emerges
from a thorough perusal of the materials
the editors have compiled in this book.
But thc ilReaderrr does much more than
that; it shows how we got into such a
situation, suggests what is keeping us
there, and proposes how we might get out
and find a new direction for U. S.
foreign policy.
Edited by Marcus G, Raskin and Bernard B.
Fa11, Vintage Books, V-3O9, fi2.45.
SOUTHERN FOLK FESTIVT-rL

edit the
tying the first
article together with the last fourth?
Or is your only criteria for publication
that a piece be written by a southerner
somewhere to the left of Carl Sanders?
Did you

transitional paragraph
three-fourths of the

Nashville,

Ed Hamlett
Tennessee

Nothing was edited from Mr. Verretrs article on Vietnam. Our policy in this
respect has been to provide a forum for

different viewpoints, and to stj-mulate
discussion on this issueg and toward the
latter objective, Mr. Verretrs contribution has undoubtedly been the most valuable to date. (na.)

-7-

(Cont.)

larger campus can 1ocal communities, as
well as fund-raise for local student and
community r,rork. Below is a tentative
agenda for the tour, You should contact
the SSOC office immediately if you are
interested. Any additional ideas or
sr:ggestions that you have will be welcome.

Tentative igenda

Virginia.....

North & South Carolina

Georgia . .
Florida....

.

..Iabama & Mississippi.

Louisiana.....
.irkansas.....

Tennessee & Kentucky .

April
-pri1
r,pril
"ipri1
,.pri1
..pri1
r\pri1

14-

1
T

B-ro

*11
12-14

t5-]-7
18-19
rrpril 20-23

'nCr\JD i(E)\;\l)l

S U,\l SE;\TED

by Gene Guerrero
On Monday, January

10, the

Georgia'House
of Representa'bives voted overwhelmingly
to deny a seat to representative elect
Julian Bond who rvas elected in a special
election last summer. I'lo representatives

from outside the Atlanta metropolitan
area voted to seat I'1r. Bond;

The seating questJ-on seems to be a relatively sj-mple one by itself. Those supporting the liouse position maintain that

Mr. Bond is not qualified to hold his
seat, because he cannot take the oath to
uphold the Georgia and United States
Constitutions. He cannot do Bor this
reasoning fol1ows, beeause of statements
he has made concerning draft card burners and his endorsement of a SNCC statement opposing the h/ar in Vietnam. In a
press interview Mr, Bond said that he
rladmired. the couragerr of those who were
willing to foIIow their convictions and

ed; Pickets appeared at the capitol on
fhursday to protest the House action.
Friday Il0O persons marched from two
separate points to the capitol. The
first speaker was Bondrs Republi-can opponent in the eleetion. He said tha+. he
had l-ied a litt1e to reporters who had
asked whether he would run in another
election, This time he would be mnning
along with the rest of the A36t1n District for Julian Bond. James Forman, excutive secretary of SNCC, spoke next anC
called for a walkout of the Negro legislators.
Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke next. He
pointed out that it is somewhqt surprising to hear the Georgia Legislature so

concerned about respecting the U.S. ConHe reminded those present
stitution'
that it was the same legislature that
developed the doctrines of interposition
and nu11i-fication to oppose the Bror,'m

aecept the consequences. When questioned
further, he pointed out that he had his
card. in his possession. Before the vote,
Bond told the House, ttno charge has been
J-evi-ed other than the eharge that I have
chosen to speak my mind.rr He also said
that, rrI have not. counseled. burning of

deei-sion. King said that the queotl-on
was one of freedom of speech which is
the most essential element of creative
democracy. He said that Abraham Lincoln
had as a freshman legislator vigorously
opposed the War with Mexieo. No thinking
American he said, would consider Lincoln
to have been disloYal.

draft eards. I.have suggested that eongressionally outlined alternatives to
military service be extended to include
building democracy at home.rl

After the ra11y about one hundred persons stayed at the capital to picket.
Twj-ce some tried to enter the capital
but were roughly turned away by state

There is no question of the validity of
Bondts election. Eighty two per eent of
the voters in the special election voted
for Bond. Both of Bondfs opponents in
the primary and general el-ections testj-fied on his behal-f at the House hear-

troopers.

The general reaction to the House aetion
and the SNCC statement on Vietnam is
interesti-ng. There was wi-despread distortion of the SNCC statement. The
statement was said to call for burning
of draft eards when in fact it suggested
that work in the civil rights movement,
rris a valid alternative to the draft.rl
The Atlanta Constitution described the
sona ;?rrl;-a; a tr;p-Gld by sNCC. The
rensoning seems to be (although frm not
quite sure what the reasoning is) that
(eontinuetl on pg. 1+)

ings.

to this act of the legislature
was immediate. There were several mass
meetings in and around the 1]6s District.
Approximately five hundred students from
the Atlanta University system assembled
to hear John Lewi,q r chairman of SNCC,
and others spss]6. At Enpry University
Reaction

two hnrtdre't1 sLrrrlar111" pT lhicil,ated in a
i.s.;trr:oj ou of the varj (tr:s ' issues involv-

,1
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by Sara Donnelly

Last fa11 a small- group of university
people aranged to have the Toronto
Teach-In piped into the VanderbiLt Campus. This teach-in stimulated discussion and debate and provided the initial
impetus for the formation of an organized group onposed to the U. S. Government
policy in Vietnam. A mee ting ',rls c:a1I.:C
for those showing interest.At that meeting the Nashvi-11e Committee for Alternati-ves to

War

in

Vietnam was forrned.

During the fa1I, the Committee focused
its attention on the March on Washington
on November 27. Because of the number

of members who wanted to attend the
March, the Committee decided to charter
a bus. Members made phone cal1s to people in the community, explaining the
purpose of ths March, and asking for
donations to help cover the cost of the
bus. The response in the community at
large was, in general, favorable: $4OO
was raised. The Nashville delegai;ion to
the March received 1oca1 press and TV
coverage. Thi-s publicity i-ncreased pub1ic awareness of the Committee and its
position on the War in Vietnam.
Followlng the March on ldashington, the
Commlttee initiated a variety of activities, the purpose of which was to di-sseminate information about the war and
the history of Vietnam.
Several Committee members have been

on

radio stations, participating in debates
and explaining the reasons for their opposltion to the war.
There was a debate on the Vanderbilt
canpus between Dr. David Kotelchuck (one
of the main organizers of the Committee)
and Dr. John T. Dorsey, a Political
Science professor at Vanderbilt.

In an effort to reach as many people as
posslble, a few members have been visiting 1ocaI colleges and community leaders,
initiating di-scussion about U.S. involvement in the war.
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Vice-President Humphrey made a brief
visit to Nashville for the State Democratic Convention. Members of the Committee handed out leaflets to the VicePresident and the Tennessee Democrats,
The leaflet urged HHH to do all in his
power to bring about negotiations.
The major means
caticn has been

of education

and communj-

the Committeers

magazine,

published bi-month1Y.
9erl@,
outstanding arti-reprints
Confrontation
as well as orisources,
cles from other
issue has a
first
The
ginal articles.
deal priwhich
collection of articles
Vietnam.
The
of
history
marily with the
articles
which
next issue will contain
d,iscuss alternatives to the U.S. Governmentrs present policy in Vietnam, (suggestions and contributions welcome).

Confrontation was distributed to various
campuses in the area and sent to out-o f-

state contacts. It was also distributed
to a delegation of Tennessee college
students who were presenting a petition
to Governor Clement supporting U. S.
troops in Vietnam. This received TV
coverage and gave the magazine free publicity.

a result of these activitiesr the
I s membership is
continually
broadening. Not only professors and
students, but other community members
are beginning to attend the weekly meet-

As

Committee

ings as welI.

Adding some diversity to the weekly
meetings, some members performed a skit
which was very successful: rrOur Man In
Saigon-A Farcer! staring Robert McNamara,
General lrJestmoreland, Premier Ky, an
American Soldier, a Vietnamese Barmaid,
and an American Reporter. Following the
skit was a home-written peace song to
the tune of rrOn Top of O1d Smokeyrr.
There have also been several partles for
to get acquainted,
(Continued on Pg. 18)

members

HUELGTT! HUILGiTI

Huelgat Huelgat (strike! bt,rlket ) is the
cry t&e.t arises from the grepe fields of
Deleno, Californi:r, where farm workers
are striking J4 growers for (f) $t'40
per hour plus 25A per box of grapes
(over the previous $1.10 per hour and

lod per box)r (e) Un:-on recognition, and
(r) tfre right to collective bargaining.

possible. T.he issues are a deeent standard of living and a voiee of the workers in the deeisions vital to their
1ive.s,

endeavor by supporting the nationwide boycott of these
growersr Products, whieh include:

You can support

SCHI}ILffi LINTORS
and

Filipino

and Mexic3n rrJll€rica.ns, organized by the National Farm Workers Association and the r,griculturr.t !/orkers Organization (*FI-CIO), he've joinecl hands in

the longest strike in California labor
history. Beginning in September with
1O0O workers, the strike has grown to
include over 45OO workers and the :ctive
support of l-abor, liberaI, church, civil
rights, and various student BrouPS
throughout the state.

i.s the crucial

harvesting season approached, grapes sat, threatening
to rot on the vine. Growers seoured far
and wide for scab labor, ranging in area
as far as Texas, and in age as young as
six-year-old children.
November

Likewise, harassment, both from Srowers
and police, incre:sed proportionately to
thc length of the strike, It is clear
that suclr taetics are not inherent to
the South, and Delano has been
thc I'Mississippi V/estrr.

this

DE[,.'NO GR,PES

plus
Wines

Bourbons

Tffiffirper
i,ncient rige
J. lil. Dant

OId Cha.rter
Bl-ends 8t Scotches
oewarri 'r.hite Label
Melrose Diamond 12

Gin Order of l'lerit

MacNaughton
Long John

o.F.C.

Roma

Cresta Blanca
Dubonnet

Other Liquors
Samovar

Carioca

Rum

Seagers Gin
Chemy Heering
Coates Plymouth
Coronet VSQ Brandy

If you can help the strikers in any
other way, with food or financial assistance, or wish more informationr contact
Committee for the NFlrJ,'. Boycott
1J16 Masonic ,.venue
San lrancisco, Calif.
t4; 5-417?

nicknamed

It is vital to all concerned that this
strike be settled fairly, and as soon as

and lt{idd1e Class Professional Unions
by Shelley Blum', an analysis of the midSDS

RECOI,]1'{T,NDED R&.DINGS

fnvest Your Summer , a eatalogue of service opportunities. ..vailab1e through
Commission on Youth Serviee Projects,
475 niverside Dr. Room B2l, New York N.Y.
Protest to Politics , by Bayard Rustinr a discussion of the coursc which
the civil rights movement is taking.
.lvailable from SSOC, 106.
From

The Failure of Federgl !r-oefe!q. _r=q_!!g
ECEE-Eefu, by J;v.-ltenif, an ;ntlt6rs
breaking down illusions about federa l
programs. :,v&i1ab1e through SSOC, 1OA.

dle class in reference to the movement,
of efforts at organizing
them. ,.vailabIe through SSOC' 100.

and examination

Labor and the South_Todry, a short paper

tiru nbw
Iabor. ..vailable through SSOC, 1OC.

f,aco

The New Repubficrs series on the
ItThoughts of the Young Radicalsrr starting with the December 18, 1965 edition,
fncludes personal statements of persons

such as Charlie Cobb, and Stokeley Carmichael, Torid Git1in, and Tom Hayden.

-lo-

iiU)\ ill-l)l ,iS" ,\)l l,-

G i\ tt
l-i

J

\

,\,

i r\l

'*' J-,.t1

ON J"IERIC.N V,.LUES

By Uncle

is

i-ncreasi-ngIy made that
those who are oprosed to U. S. foreign
policy in Vietnam must look to the llfifth
war from nowrr and that the only way to
stop the upcoming wars--if we exj.st that
The contention

long--is to build a domestic movement
that is concerned about dcmocracy, poverty, racism, and peace, both here and abroad. The belief is widely held that
this war cannot be stopped by simply protesti-ng this nationrs war. Those who
continue to protest out of moral need
are urged to protest U.S. foreign policy
in general and to link the specific war
to past and future wars and to raise the
question of world-wide deprivation.
It appears that the governmentrs already
feeble war on poverty will be de-escalated to pay for a steadily escalating
war in Vietnam--a war which we are not
winning, but have only recently ;eased
to lose--a war which is now eosting us
$16 million a day, On top of this ridiculous expendi-ture is piled a budget of
$]O billion to pay for putting a man on
the moon by 1970.

Dr. l/arycn !,ieaver, ex-president of the
i.merican ..ssociation for th" .'dvancement
of Science, in a recent interview in U.S.
Itlews and World Report spoke out agali?f
the space program. IIe pointed out some
of the things which eould be done with
thr- $JO billion and thc teolrnical competance which is burned up in spt,nding

it:

1. Every teacher in the U.S. could be
given a lO9( raise each year f or
the next ten ycars.

2.

We

could endow

with

$1O

million

2OO srnal1

colleges

each.

J. We could finance thc education
through graduate school of SOTOOO
students at $4rOO0 per year each.

Ed

4.

medical schoole at
million each could be built.

l.

Complete

Ten new

.$20O

universities for lO developing countri.es could be built

and endowed.

6.

We

could create three new RockefeL

ler Foundations at

$5OO

mlllion

each.

This is merely an example of some of the
things whlch might be done with it, were
messed
not our priori-ties so seriously
up. Our daily newspapers 'are -teplete
with possible alternate priorlties. Recent reports, for example, from George
Peabody College (High ScbooLs In The
South3 ,, Factbook) and the Southern Regional Councif ( Black Belt Schools--Beyond Desegregatiogl ilrongly indicate
that much work is to be done if southern
schools, both white and Negro are to be
brought up even to national standards--a
We lag in facilivery poor criteria.
ties, teachersr salaries, libraries, and
by almost any other standard. F\rthermore, the great majority of our colleges
are in the same boat. On the other hand,
the South leads the nation in povertyt
illiteracy, and in support for all-out
bombi-ng of everX part of Vj-etnam. (See
Ilarris PoII published about Jan. i, 1956)
Though a high er percentage of total
state and 1oca1 governmental expendi-

Lures in the South goes lnto education

than it does in a}nost any northern or
western state, the actual pupil expenditure is much less. To this inadequate
sum is added substantial subsidies frorn
the federal government. tr'ina11yr our
economy is further bolstered by space
and defense investments, and

stil1

we

are miserably behind. Clearly something
else is needed.. People who are underemployed before a major defense industry
(Continued on next page)
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RUMET]NGS

]ND GRUMBI,INGS (Cont.)

NE',\' GROUP I'ORI'/IED

by

or base moves into an underdeveloped
southern area are not greatly affected
by [he nove. Jobs provided are most
often fl11ed by skilled workers and techniclans from outside the arear because
localpoor cannot meet the qualifications.
(tn Mississippin math graduates from

George Brosi

It has often been said that the last
thing in the world the movement needs is
another organization. But often money
is available to create a new Sroup even
when existing organizations are desperate for cash. For this reasonr a new
Southwide organization has just been

Tougaloo College eanrrot meet the requirements for jobs which are available to
them at the moon shot center which is
being built in southern }{is-sissippi. )

fonned.

is not a typical
group. It will never publish
a newsletter--no natter how tempting
that may be. It will not even attempt
to coordinate activities, and will have
Most unusuallyr it
no permanent staff.
internally demoto
be
will never claim
use its resourit
will
cratic. fnstead,
people
to share
ces to a1low movement
their
with
expertise
the.ir ideas and
raa
chain
that
is
hope
neighbors, The
cllmate
the
action will occur, spreading
of conflicting ideas beyond the few center:s of activity which exist today.
Operation Open Debate
rrmovementrr

It is incumbent on all of us to demand
that government priorities be changed.
How can this be done? Southwide demonstrations against the war inVietnam have
been called for February 12, 1966. Those
of us who oppose the war should answer
this ca1l. But in so doing, we must
help people in the South to make the corrneetion between di-version of large amounts of money from the domestic sector
of the economy--which could go for
schools, roads, resource developmentt
etc., to the war and space economies.

(not

) is a non-partisan educational outfit geared toward involving
people in rational discussion of the
United Statesr policy in Vietnam. Sherri
t{yersl the director, insists that most
of its resources will be parceled out to
people from all over the South who uant
to travel to nearby campuses or communities and share their experience in making the War in Vietnam an issue worthy
of objective consideration. In ord'er to
di.scover some potential part-time crganizers, George Brosi, also of Nashville, will make a brief tour of movement centers around the South. There is
a possibility that OOD will be able to
arrange some speaking tours by experts
on Vi"etnam and ,'.merican foreign policy.

of you who are undecided about the
war, but concerned about poverty and deprivation j.n the underdeveloped South

Those

OOD

and world should ask yourself where your

prlorities 1ie. Perhaps then, all of us
can join together at the gates of CanaveraI, Huntsville, Braggl and the other
almost countless military and otherworldly manifestations in the South. If
we arc not ready to demonstrate, then we
can hold teach-i-ns and seminars--not
just on the war, but on the needs of our
3egion and its people, or on the defense
establishment, or on .,merican values.
Whatever course we take, we must 1et the
nation, the Congress, and the Presj.dent
know that there is not a single re6ion
in the eountry where they are rrsaferr
from criticism--that all of us in the
Sorrth are not madly rushing to join or
keep up with the concensus. I'BJ|s pride,
the colrrrnuists te11 us, is therrprogresstl
which he and the Congress made in civil
rights during the past two years. We
must say to him tfThis i.s not enough; te
wj-I1 not be borr6h'b off with a rhetoric
that has not eve.n been backed up with

ODD!

Other services of the group will include
the distribution of speaker lists' bibliographies, literature, and occasional
papers exposing new ways of stimulating
pelt-inent debate and detailing informal,ton about organizing educational Vietnam

suf ficient nulnbers of f od.'r'.1 r-'-11-f "- '',','t (a':The pr:op1 e of r'.|rl'r1:'' l,in lr''rrtu had the
done for
',r(,+o for' .yon,., - hilrrrt has it
I1..-.,,r-i ti.r, ., r,r'rr r.'-1 'l 1y bcen thot.c to see?

l:-

activity.

h,'r'ilo. .Slr.rn'j- llyers, 2202 Oaklend trverlUel
Nastrville, Tennr oI call (5t5) 291-Oj9j
if you want some info:.maticrn, a visit,
ol' a travel grant.
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This is how one woman from Lowndes County talked as she discussed the newly
formed Lowndes County Freedom Organization. (Synbol--the BLack'Panther, while
that of the Al-abama Democratic party is
the White Rooster).

i(

.--r'rJ;vtr

i( c) r-1 : i

rrThe white folks think they can let a
few of us vote and fool us. They just
donrt see that wetre now startinr to see
how to use that vote to help ourselves
instead of helpinr them.rr

E

itl

;

This plan of independent political organization---where Negroes w111 . rnake
their votes count--will be earri-ed. outt
not only in Lowndes County, but insever.

al other Alabama counties as weI1.
Groundwork is now being laid to run independent candidates in these counties
with the idea of eventually spreading
out into 20 counties.
Knowing that theY will be unable to
pierce the present white power strueture
they eame up with what they considered a
viable alternati-ve--an independent political organization, organized on the
county 1eve1. The people of Lowndes refused to make meaningless the votes they
fought for by using them to elect one

Classic Reeistration Struggle
When the Student Non-Violent Coordinat-

went into Lowndes
of this yoarr they
went ruith the idea of not only carrying
on a voter registration drive, but with
the idea of educating people about how
they could use that vote.
Committee first
County in February

ing

oppressor over another.

fherefore the idea of the Loumdes County
Freedom Organization became one where
everyone could have a vote in determinfng the use to which his vote could be
put. A major thrust of the organizatlon
will be felt at the Ioca1 and county Ieve1, for this is the levef which most
affects the Negro of the Black Belt--the
sheriff, jury commissionersr tax assessors, board of supervisors, and board of

At that time, none of the 5'OOO eligible
Negroes were registered. Between March
and August (when the voti-ng rights act
was passed), only 210 more had been registered. Although hundreds more had
gone to the courthouse in an attempt to
do so, they were subjccted to a variety
of tactics of harassment.

education.

At the same time that 1ocal officials
tried their best to keep Negroes from
registering, they had registered lL?.f/,
of the local whites,

Lowndes County Negroes

are also deter-

mined that any Negro they elect will be
responsive to them and their needs, This
can only be done by supporting people
like themselves for political office.

Finally a federal registrar was sent into the county in September, and the number of Negro voters sharply rose. lJdtthin two months, the number stood at 2OOO.

Reprj-nted from The Voice

4 Uegpr1gf g-1 ALt.ql4.q!1-v3
that if Z(fi of the
efectorate votes for the LCFO caucliclate-r
one
the party then becomes an offjcial
in the county and must be Put on the
bal}ot.

is short, the hour is later the matter is urgent, It is not incumbent upon
us to complete the task; but neither are
we free to desist from doj-ng a1I we posEthics of Our Fathers
sibly can.

A'lat'aurJ 1aw requires

Tirne

1a

BOND

RE"I-INS UNSE.TED (Cont.)

l.

waitert to release the

statement
until January 5th because they knew that
it would create an adverse reaction resulting in Bond's ouster. This would
create sympathy and therefore funds for
SNCC which is characteristically broke.
SNCC

This reasoning deserves no comment other
than it is simply not true. The press

Statewide Mississippi Conferenee

E

F

:;
E
rE

E

Mt. Beu1ah Training

L.

t-

rL

FebruarY 25

makes

sentative and it is clear that theY
again. The denial of his
free speeeh endangers the free speech of
all.
Of all the ironies in this caser perhaps

the most striking is that while we
claim to be defending ilfreedomrr in Vietnam, the rights of .,rnericans in this
country are being suppressed. The recent

deaths of

civil

?7

in MississiPPi' Civil
Rights, State Politics, State Eco-

The

would do so

-

Speakers and ientnane are being
set up on thc fo11ow'ing toPics:
j

It seems to me that the action of the
Georgia House is evidenee of the dangers
of war hysteria and ..rnericars increasingly blind anti-eommunism. Julian Bond
should sit in the House. The people of
his dlstrict choee, him as their repre-

Center

Edwards, MississiPPi

ll
t-

situations.

l:

ississippi l-9662
Stude nt PersPective'r
rrl.f

one think about press
coverage in general. One wonders how
accurate the press is in other similar

reaction

rili

illlllllrlllllll

i,l,;l

::

t-:

Church

nomy, and Students and the Universi-ty, Tentative resource persons
include Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer of
the Freedom Democratic Party, Clifton tr'/hitl-ey, Chaplain at Rust CoI1cge, Lawrence GuYot, state chairman of the FDP, Jesse Morris of
the Poor Peoplers CorPoration, and

I

. Harry Bowie of the National Council of Churches Delta MinistrY.

Mississippi students are seriously
urged to attend this conferenee,
and should contaet SSOC for further information.

rights workers in
make this

rlllr!-

rll ilil1illlillllllll

Tuskegee and Hattiesburg
irony profoundly tragic.

SOUTIIIT/IDE VIETN..I4 PROTEST PL.NNED

Southern Coordinating Committee to

Louisiana, Gainesville, Florida, Pine
Bluff , ,,rkansas, Savan-nah, Georgia, and
Charlottesviller Vi-rginia.
.

on February 12, and inquiri.es about possible demonstrations from Sroups in the
process of formation in the South. rJtiong

Several groups are planning teach-ins
irebruary 5 to educate the communi-ty and

The

is reEnd the War in Vietnam
plans
for deeeiving daily reports of
monstrations against the War in Vietnam
(SCCff,,iVl)

the cities definitely planning activity
are New Orleans, Tougaloo, Mississippit
Nashville, ..tlanta and ..lbany, Georgiat
and Miami, F1ori.da. The Tougaloo demonst.r'ati,orrs will- be state-wide in participation and lnterested Mis.sissippians

should contact Howard Spencer, Tougaloo
Co11ege, Tougaloo, I'{issj ssi ppi.

fnqrriries from developing ol'6';stri z,:tLions
and p1 nrfS f Of (1(rll.r7l." t.l'a l.'i ,,rr.:i af e COtni n6
Bntotr Rouge,
fpt>rrr 1?-i-.:lu,i,-nrl . Vjrgi.nia,

-14-

priUlicize the February 12 demonstrations,
of many of these will be the
common issues of peace in Vietnarn and of
the civil rights struggle, and major aspects of a search for human rights and

The focus

human

dignity.

Groups not presently in contaet with
SCCEhIVN should write as soon as possible,
detailing n1ans for Iebruary 12, and menI'i.rning tnrhat services the SCCEIIVN could
rnal<e

available to bhem.

Address

7105, ,rtlanta, Georgia, 1OtA2.

:

Box

-d ll
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by }loward Spencdr

fn these days of great strides ln the
area of human rel-ations, the Church is
sti1l dragging its feet in the struggle
for human dignity and freed.om, a prob1em magnified in the state of l,lississippi.
(ft would be misleading to conclude
that Mississippi is now an open and
free soci-ety. If we are not careful,
I{ississippi is going to become the most
tokenly integrated area in the nation.
Liberal Mississippians ,no ttpat?r themselves on the back for trprogressrt seem
to ignore the fact that Negroes are
stiIl intimidated when they try t.o vote
or send their children to integrated
schools, that most plaees of public accommodation still- refuse to serve Negroes, and that there is stilI no justice in I'lississippi courts for Negroes
and civil rights workers.)

luctant to partici-pate in the mission
if the services were going to be closed
to Negroes. Herrc", the people of Galloway rropenedrr their doors to show Bishop
Kennedy, and no doubt, the rest of Methodism that they were an integrated church.
Apparently they did a good job of hi-ding
the facts, because the November lrd isand the Jap
sue of The Christian Cen

uary

1

t-ssue

o

e

erm agazine

for beThe Sunday following
Bishop Kennedyts departure, students
from Tougaloo were again turned away
from the bhurch, and have been ever
carry articles praising

ing integrated.
since.

Guards (ushers) at the door teI1 us we
cannot come in and to go to a chu-ch
where we are welcome, because this

church is not open to niggers. Uhen we
remind them that the Methodist Discipline states that the Church is open to
al-I without regard to race (Par. 105.1),
they say rrnot this Church. We run this
church.ll

talk about the lack of progress
in Mississippi, we have to talk aoout
the Church in this state, beeause it is
now the major institution that reinforces white supremacy. The Church is On December 12, the doors were locked
the refuge, the one place where white and we were puehed down the steps when
people are sure they vrill not be bother- we tried to walk around the guards at
ed by Negroes because federal laws canthe door. On December 1!, we were again
not force them to integrate.
pushed down the steps when we tried to
sing Christmas carols and pray, and I
i{e will take Galloway Methodist in Jack- was kicked in the lower stomach by one
son as an example. It is one of the of the ushers.
largest churches in thc state, and was
the scene of arrests and beatings when Even i-f we can get Galloway open, one of
lJegroes tried to worship there i-n the
the most vj-cious and dangerous places in
early 195ofs. There has been a new and the state will stil1 be segregated, Capvigorous drive to integrate this church itol- Street lv1s16.6ist Chureh, where Rev.
since mid-October when Bishop Gerald Edwin King, Chaplain at Tougaloo, was
Kennedy of the Los Angeles area was beaten last spring.
guest preacher during the four-day
preaching mission. After countless at- Where is thc l'lethodist Church when Methtempts, an integrated group from Touga- odist students are kicked , and pushed
loo College was admitted to these ser- down its steps, when white Methodist
vices. The big question was why had students from Millsaps (i,tethodist co1they decided to l-et us in after we had lege in Jackson) walk out and say rtno
been refused entrance the Sunday before
thank youfr to a segregated church, when
and this is the same church that turned,
pre-seruinarians say rrif this is the
away two Methodist Bishops on Easter
Church, seminary is not for Hertn and
Sunday, 1}6l+. ft is not so strange when when rlushersll say, llyou will never come
we realize that Bishop I{errne<Ly was rein herelr?

When we

fE

i\

\J

)l E\,Y

O

C;\ I]U}]

by Gecrge Brasi

ff you want something to happen, you
have to understand the process that leads
to its occumance. Tlrus, those of us

they decided that the best way to encourage greater involvement of people was

to get their circuit riders off their
horses and into a congregation or on a
eampus. I would like to suggest that
now is the time fcr SSOC and other organizations to do the same thing. A11
rrcampus travelerstr cannot settle down
immediately. There are still plenty of
localities whi-ch cannot afford a professional, and there are elearly too few
fu1I-time people to go around. But we
ought to experiment with the idea.

are coneerned with building a movement in the South must constantly seek a
deeper understanding of how peopl.e become actj-vated and how oppressive power
can be vleibly and successfully challenged. Only with this understanding can
we make wise decisions about how to
spend our time and how to allocate orwho

ganizational resources.

V/hy is Southern University the only i'legro campus in the South where there is an

role of a person working fulI-time
in a city or on a campus would be asimiIar to the role of the community or6anizer in the rural South antl the urban
l,lorth. He or she would be responsible
to the political group or groups in his
locality and would help make its aetivities suecessful. The fuII-time worker
woul-d spend most of his time doing chores
and errands--memeographing rough draftst
sending out mailings, etc. But he would
also spend a 1ot of time trying to activate new constituencies and trying to
interpret the activities of the 1oca1
group to those that oppose it. C1ear1y,
one of the greatest concerns of the full
time person would be involving parptimers in all of the chores and creatiVb
aspects of building a movement--including occasionaf travel to dormant and aetive localities.
The

active university reform movement? bihy
didnrt thi-s occur at Florida A & M or
Fisk? The answer does not seem to Iie
in the objeetive conditions at Southern,
for there was no rrincidentrr which touched off demonstrations, and Southern has
the reputation of being one of the more
attractive Negro uni-versities in the
South.

The only answer I
one erucial factor

can suggest is that
in sustaining protest
activity is the presence of individuals
who have time to d.evote to eoordinating
activity. The work of Herman Carter at
Southern made it possible for other lndividuals to participate in the Iittle
time they had, because he was willing to
do the necessary tasks that nobody else
had time to do. Similarly, in almost
every center of aetivity, oile can point
to a few key people.

Pcople who are interested in this rrcallingtt could support themselves by parttir:ne or occasional jobs (baby-sitting,
tytrring, rrrorking for lulanpower, etc.) but
groups like SSOC could put them on staff
and eventually support eould come from
pledges given by 1oca1 people,

If you are going to havo a discussion
group, somebody has to secure a meeting
place and do the publicity.
To publish
a magazine, someone has to type dummies,
talk with printers, eollate the finished
product, and get permission to distribute 1t on campus.

The presence

If this analysis is cou'ecb--if , in fact,
we can expect a.otivity only in plaees
where people are willing to do lots of
,rrryT]arnorous work, then we must deal wjtl,
its iurpl i.cat j.ons . CLrrt cL e'1,11!r'r1 (:r^ru..) t.o
this eorr.:l rrsi,,4 a lorrg ti ure ago r and
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of fu11-time workers in

communities throughout the South will
not automatically ereate a massive socj-aI movement. It will , hoi,rever, aI1ow
us to develop further the existing pot .,rrl. i a1 for sigrri fj carr.t ac Lion as we
seek to rrrrrl, r'r;{snd the soeial proces-ees
over wlrich we have no control.
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by David Nolan

Stories of the torture arrd brutality in would decide that it is unacceptable as
Vietnam have led many young men to ques- an instrument of national policyr no
tion whether war can ever be an effec- matter for what cause it is etlppoeadtr'y

tive means of problem solvingr and whether they themselves can ever participate in a war. This issue becomes more
pointed as they begin to draft college
students to fill quotas which are this
countryts highest since the Korean War.
And judging by the action rather than
the rhetoric of our leaders, it is a war
which America is not seeking to end in
the near future. We hear ominous predictions of five, ten, and twenty years.
From the war in Vietnam, many men have
gone on to consider the nature of war as
an institution, and they have found it

inherently antithetical to any notions
of liberal democracy. They have concluded that war is a self-defeating
means, that by its very nature, it conrupts the high ideaLs for which some
wars are supposedly fought.

is a case in Point, SuPit was a great war for democracy
fought against fascism. Yet in thi-s
great democratic warr Ameri-ean troops
were rigidly segregated, and there i-s
littl-e evidence that those who fought in
this war adhered to any meaningful democratic creed. The conservative stance
of the American Legion today shows that
veterans of this war are not necessarily

llorld

War

posedly

II

the most enlightened and committed
crats of our times.

demo-

In lr/orld War I we fought against German
militarism and won. But we fought the
war.using the tactics of propaganda, and
ruthless suppression of dissent at home-so in a larger sense, we Iost. lile have
won the battles aga'inst rnen, but lost
the war against j.deas. And arenrt ideas
and institrrtion.q, rather than men, the
trr:e enemy?
I thjuh that if people would only coni,i,lor the nature of war, what. it . maajas
attr] lulr:rF -iI. jrrovi{-r}r'lI

r,rorr'll-q

jtr.

fought.

It has been sald that I'the purpose of
military trai.ni,ng is hahituali instantandous, unquestioning, absolute obedience
to all superiors however unwise they may
be.rr Through the use of these meanst
can anything positive in the way of human freedom ever be obtained?

am reminded of the story of the Quaker
who asked the group he was speaking to:
rildho here would ki11 'l-0OO Catholics?
I,io one raised his hand.rrWho would gas a
Not a sound. rridho would

I

million Jews?rt

Vietnamese?tr No one stirred'
yourre all conscientious objectorsrl
he said.
shoot
rrThen

1OO

without examining it
turitilr, that they are not eligible for
And
conscientious objector status'
ennot
does
Selective Service certainly
of
provisions
courage men to examine the
the law.

Many people assume,

people feel that you have to be a
Quakei to qualify as a C.O. They think
that the religious provisions will cover
only those who worship in an established
church, or believe in the traditional
But reliChristian conception of God.
rrthat
set of
as
gion has been defined
for
die
rather
ideals that a man would
rrMy
rePalne
said:
than abandon.rr Tom
ligion is to do good.r' So maybe your
if it
belief in the brotherhood of man,rrduties
is a moral principle involving
which to you are superior to those arj-sing ftom any human relation" will qualify as your religion, and You may be
classified as a conscientious objector.
Some

I rencently made a tour of some of, the
peace troups, asking for help in filing
my own C,O. application. I pass on to
y(rrr rroifle of the tips they Save me:

fhr:.1'
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(Continued on next page)

THE WAR iND THE DR,TFT (Cont. )
1

.!'ellowship

fit,general, the lese sophisticated
the c1aim, the more 1ikely it is
to be recognized. fntricate and
complicated theological dissertations frequently' f1y above the
heads of the members of the draft

May 2nd Movement
640 Broadr*ay
New York, New York

board who judge your claim.

2.

War Resisters League
5 Beelman Street
New York, New York

is an emphasis on sincerity
and action. You should be prepared to show where you have taken
actions in accordance ,with your
There

the Draft
c/o I'Iitche11

End

conscienc e.

). In general, the further South you
Bor the harder it is to get recognitlon of your claim from an appeaL' board or from the president.

N.SHVILLE VIETN,M,'.CTION (Cont. )

is now working on an ad
will appear in the loca1 newspapers. This ad will encourage President
Johnson in his peace efforts and ask
specifically for Cifect negotiations
with all coneerner{ parties, particularly
the National Liberation Front. Signatures will fo1low the ad. It is hoped
that many people who do not feel ready
to join the Committee will, nevertheless
sign the ad and contribute money to help
The

Committee

which

There are several organizations that
provi-de excellent C.O. literature and
counselling. the best is probably the
Ilandbog! llor Conscientiou.s Objectors
available for 5OC from the Central Cornmittee for Conscientious Objectors, 2006
Walnut Street, Fhiladelphia, Penn.

Other organizaticns rnrhich can provide
you with informati-on on the draft and

finance the ad.

conscientlous objection are:

Discussi-ons are also underway about the
February 12 Southwide demonstrations and
a demonstration fn Nashville; possibly
to be held at the War l4emorial Building.

;imerican Friends Service Committee
1818 South Main Street
High Point, North Carolina

The Conmittee I s emphasis has been tvropronged: direct action and education.
By offering a variety of activiti-es, the
Committee hopes to attract people with
different 1eve1s of conmittment, thereby
engaging as many individuals as possi-b1e

Peacemakers

Sylvan ;ve.nr

Street

New York

are eligible for. alternative cirrilian
service as a conscientious objector to
the killing of other human beings.

5. The draft board usually doesnrt
know anything about you that you
donrt tell them. So if you h,r:ve
something slgnificant that would
help your c1aim, send, it to them
so they will have it on file.

1O2OB

15O Cror.m

Brooklyn,

Your student deferment may not be renewedr if you are carrying less than a
fulI program, if your grades are }ow, or
if there is a shortage of single men in
your home town. It is very important
therefore, that you understand the workings of the {I. S. draft and know if you

4. ttre timing of your claim is importaut. It is given less weight if
it is filed immediately before you
get an order to report for induction.

Cincinnati,

of iieconciliirt:-on

Box 27lNyaek, New York

e

Ohio

Students for a Democratic Society
l1OJ East 6Jrd Street
Chicago, Illinois

in the protest against the U.S. involve-

ment , i-n Vietnam.
18
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(During the Christrnas vacation, two significant conferences were he1d. The
first, a sma11 workshop, was sponsored by SSOC and the Institute for Policy
Studies in tJashington, D.C., and drew together people who have been r;orliing
in the South for some time. This provided an opportunity to look at length
and in depth at the South--the changes riu'hich have taken place in the recent
past, and those toward which we must work in the future. The second was a
much larger and more general conference of Students for a Democratic Society, held in Urbana, Illinois, which was attended by SDSrers from all over
the country. In the following articles, we will attempt to present some of

the issues discussed and the questions raised.

)

Students, the Movemgnt, qnd thq Qqmqu4ilX
by Ronda Stilley

t/hat do we mean when we speak of students in relationship to the Movementt
and do we rea11y want a I'student'r movement? Have the last five years left
students and campuses in the South untouched? ',rtrhat have been the bamiers
to student involvement in the past, and what are the means to meaningful
participati-on of the student in the rncvement today? These are just a few
of the questions with which one must come to grips, if we are to deepen or
broaden our impact upon students today.
No doubt, the movement should be concerned about the student as such, for
the problems he fa.ces are often only the reflectj.on of the problems of the
system as a v,rho1e. However, do we rea11y seek to build a student movement?
In general, these have proven to be of short duration and littIe irnpact,

often consisting of talk in lieu of action.

fn particular, many barriers stiI1 separate the vast majority of southern
students from involvement. Southern society is sti1l trclosedrr to the extent that the potentially active student holds not only his own destinyt
but that of his parents in his hands. To the student from an impoverished
background, attending colleger tro matter how inferior or tyrannical that
school may be, is an unprecedented privilege, which he is not about to risk
for the movement. Finally, perhaps we have failed to relate the concerns
of the movement adequately to the immediate concerns of the studentrs life.
hundreds of students in tutorial programs at schools
such as Ernory and Vanderbiltl the budding interest j-n Vietnam poli-cy in New
Orleans, ;\tlanta, and Nashvi-l1e, and the militant concern of Southern Un'i-

The lnvolvement of

versity students over the state of their school over-ru1e any notion of
students having been untouched by the events of recent years in the South.
The mobilization of the masses of college students is unrealistic, and instead, we should think in terms of building sma11 cadres of committed peop1e, who sense the importance of alternatj-ve ways of seeing things, and who
will work. Thus, perhaps we have evidence of a broadening base of support,
and now our imrnediate task is the deepening of both the involvement and the
committment of these persons.
this end, two things seem necessary: a sense of community adequate
to rdinforce the persons stepping out for the first time against the major-

Toward
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action, which b;r definition will permit
It is possible that SSOC may have been
effective in the former, but ii :-s now crucial that we respond to the latter.
fn this respect, it seems essential that the student movement have its
roots in the cornmunity. First, (particularly for the middle-class student)
the encounter with the realities that shape and maintain the world of the
disenfranchised is indeed one of the most radicalizing of experiences. In
addition, community r,rork provides one of the most available opportunities
to par.tici-pate in a direct and visibl-e way in the changing of those realities--an experi-ence essential to the development of committment. And to
the extent that both radicalization and committment exist, they will act as
catalysts and stimulants to other aspects of the movement (i.e. university
reform, forei-gn policy, etc.).
and meaningful channels for
enough success t6 Ue reinforcing.

its;

In the past, this experience has been available only to those who were
willing and able to give up a whole way of l-ife (even temporarily) and to
immerse themselves in community work. On a part-time basis, students have
participated for vears in tutorials, which have frequently been of l-imited
value to all coneerned, bccause seldorn was the student aware or could he
deal vrith the causes behind the slmpton: he faced. Perhaps it is possible
to capitalize on the spirit motivating the tutorial, while providing the
student with the ttradiealizing experiencerr by i-nvolving him part-time in
community organ-izing projects in the nearby ghettos which too frequently
adjoin our universities.
Hopefully, such a model would be flexible enough to meaningfully involve
students of varied talentsn interests, and levels of committment. In addition, the potential of the university as a base of resources is unlimlted.
It could be an ideal- tool- for the social and political analysis so basic to
the effectiveness of those in the fieId, In the past, it has also been a
recruiting ground for full-time workers, as well as a fruitful financial
base.

Obviously, many serious questions need to be asked about such an endeavor.
Can ful1-time studcnts donate enough time to be effective in community work?
Has this model been tried, and if so, with what success? Is the skepticism
of professlonal organizers justified? ff it is realistic, what should he
the role of SSOC in relation to it? 1,'/i11 it fill the need for a community
base, while remaining a campus based movementr ?s SNCC failed to do? How
can we alter the focus and structure of SSOC to be responsJ-ve to these
need.s?
SDS

Confe-rence.

. .A Perspective

by Roy Mone'y
Duri-ng Christmas, about 20 Southerners traveled north to the SDS convention
in Urbana, I11inois. AJ-1 in all, it was a very exciting event. The most
exciting thing for me was that people were more politicized than ever before. Much of the SDS rhetoric, it seems to me, has been moral revulsion
(and rightly so. In fact, it was this that attracted. me to SDS) at the
cr-r.:"rent state of affairs. Now there seems to be an increa.sirrg au,areness of
the political implications of talking about arrmoverlent for social changerr.

-20-

are two varj-eties of radicalism in SDS: rrpersonal radicalist,iit ailil
trpolitical radicalismrr. By rrpersonal radicalismrr, I refer to a radieal
perspective that sometimes seems to suggest that social change will- come
about by a spiritual transformation of society. By trpolitical radicalismrr,
I refer to a perspective that emphasizes the necessity of politics for a
radieal movement. Until now, it seems to me, the 'rpolitical radicalismrl
has been unable to gain equal ground wlth the |tpersonal radicalismtr. Both
radical politics and radical morality are needed for a ttmovement for social
changert. To omit the first is to become a religious sect; to omit the second is to make the mistake of the itold left'r. What is needed is for radicals to quit celebrating their exclusion from the present society and to
start thinking about and working for a society in which they can be included. This is not so much a criticisrn of SDS as a criticism of the radical
movement in general.
There were many, many workshops at the SDS conference, In addition to the
l2 already planned by a conference committee, people set up woukshops on
Truo of the best that I atwhatever they could find people interested in.
frcoalitionrr
workshop and the workshop on rrMovement Eor A
tended were the
There

Democratic Societytr.

Until now, Itcoalitionrr seems to have been a very dirty word in SDS, which
Howevern
one only advocated at the risk of being barraged with criticism.
(at
new).
it
seemed
least,
at the December conference, somethirrg rr-u, happened
or
advocate
you
either
People quit talking about coalitions as something
I'coalitions
(Coalition
rewith ruhomtt.
condemn, and started talking about
fers to a joining of forces around specific issues with groups outside the
movement; churctr-groups, labor unions, social workers, and the Iike.) That
is, that to be surer- you canrt form a coalition (is you are sane) with
those vrho trhave been kicking your buttrt (as Jimmy Garrett, a SNCC worker
fron trJatts aaid) and are 1ike1y to kick you in the future, but that coalitions, especially on the 1ocal 1eve1, and to some extent axelusively sor
are a necessity. In fact, ERAP (Economic Research and Action Project--community project brand originating from SDS) is doing that in severalprojects
now.

Another workshop that I found particularly interesting concerned a rrMovement For A Democratic Soeietyrt. Peop1e seemed to agree that a movement of
college students could not change thj-s countryrs politi-cs. There were two
main groups seen as needing to be included in such a movement. One was the
increasing number of frustrated high school students that in many places
have already been reeruited, but find it hard to feel a part of a 'rcollegert
student group. The second element with vrhich people were concerned. was
that part of the middle class that is particularly open to the radicalrs
criticism with how the society is run, but that is rnost often excluded from
the movement (although not necessarily intentionally) because of a difference in life styles. In particular, the middle class elements, because
of their intellectual background and access to and acquaintance with inforgreat potenmation that students do not usually have, were seen as having
rrwhat
is to be
ti,rr for Jrel:rrr,; SDS to put forth a substantive analysis of
,-;:rr , :radical indictment of what is wron8.
d",:.' i,
Deo::r, rt bhe conference saw our rotten forei,gn poii-cy.as a symptom of
oi ,'r ,.,,,. . ; pr;i-:-cy, ancl felt that until changes are r.....: (a.t home) about
a fo::eis:: '.x:,icv as irideous
L, ,r :...-, ,.rls a;.e made, the eountry will pursrle
I'movctnent
Thus
a
for socral cha.Sett
a; ::i. ',n-Lslies, impervi-ous to protest.
people are able
is
that
when
3s
it
felt
here seems to be the main concernr
trmake
problems, such
other
livestr,
our
the decisi.ons that affect their
to
solved.
not
already
if
to
solve,
as forei-gn policy, will be much easier

lr4"::r.:
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by

Verna M. Fausey
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Florida,;tlantic University

I give 1i-p service to theer O Peace:
my future does not 1ie with thee.

The purpose of the I'.lode1 lJnited
Nations is twofold: delegates
learn about the U.N. by imitating
its procedures, facing its prob1ems, and. acting as representatives from U.l{. countries. They
discover the relationship of the
U.N, to students as national and
world citizens, and how they can
contrlbute to the aims of the

Whoarnf,alittlebeing
against the giant supersonic jet.
Missiles, rockets, spies and 1ies,
modern, .up-to-date methods of ki11.
Would any aggressor dare to attack?

Boca Raton, Florida

world organization.

If your group or school is interested, eontact lqqe4ielgly: Deep
South Model United Nations, International .,ffairs C1ub, Box 9,
Florida.;rtlantic University, Boca
Raton, Florida.
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ha!

How naivet

incalculable military Power
has almost reached perfecti-on?
Better use the knowledge werve gainedt

When

ibts

now

or

never.

give kip set'viee to thee, O Peacet
rrol-tii rrg 1of t, no frrture, no pieces.
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