




























From an Official State Report 

Negro Schools in Kentucky 

By WENDELL P. BUTLER, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

The number of segregated schools op­
erated for the Negro children remains 
constant from year to year. At the close 
of the biennium there were 359 schools 
of various types operated for the Negro 
children. Of this number 301 were com­
plete elementary school organizations, six 
were complete high school organizations, 
and 52 were combined elementary and 
high schools. Approximately seventy per 
cent of the elementary schools were one­
teacher schools, there being a total of 201, 
of which 183 were located in county school 
districts, and 18 were located in the inde­
pendent school districts. Of the 58 high 
schools, about two-thirds of them were B 
class schools and 13 were members of the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Sec­
ondary Schools. 

For many years the main problem con­
nected with the segregated schools for 
Negroes was the matter of providing equal 
educational advantages. · Today, providing 
an equal educational advantage is no ma­
jor problem. While it cannot be stated 
that our Negro schools are equal to our 
white schools in every respect and in 
every community, it can be said that 
generally equal services are provided so 
far as can be accomplished in a segre-
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gated system. There is but little differ­
ence in the formal training of white and 
Negro teachers. The typical elementary 
teacher, white or Negro, has approximate­
ly three years of college training, and the 
typical high school teacher is a college 
graduate. There is no discrimination 
against the Negro with respect to the 
school term, or the salaries of the teach­
ers. Because the majority of the Negroes 
live in the wealthier districts, the aver­
age term is even longer for them than it 
is for the white. 

There still remains some difference in 
the Negro and white schools with regard 
to housing, equipment, and the transpor­
tation services. With few exceptions, build­
ings in the cities are inferior foc the N e­
gro children. In the county school districts 
the conditions are even worse although 
there has been tremendous progress made 
during the biennium in providing better 
building facilities for the Negroes. Many 
of our Negro schools are even superior to 
a great number of our white schools, and 
now by far the greatest inequality is found 
to exist not only between the races, but 
between the various local school systems 
within the state, and between the ele­
mentary and high schools of both races. 

The most practical and common sense 
way to provide equal school services for 
the Negro children is to eliminate the 
legal segregation restrictions on the part 
of the state, and transfer this authority 
to the local- school officials. This should 
be done since providing separate schools 
for the white and colored children is an 
extremely expensive program in school 
districts where few Negroes live. The 
elimination of segregation in these dis­
tricts would be a simple process since 
it would require only an amendment to 

15 



the Day law. This could be done with 
little effort by an Act of the General As­
sembly. Negroes are now served with 
educational services at the University of 
Kentucky, the University of Louisville, 
and three other colleges along with white 
students. If the manner by which these 
students have been accepted in these insti­
tutions is any measure of approval, there 
is little doubt of the idea being accepted 
by the public in other divisions of our 
public school system. 

There should be no difficulty for local 
boards of education to regulate this prob­
lem when given the authority to do so 
by law. Thirty-nine of 227 local school 
districts in this state would have no prob­
lem at all since they have no Negro 
children in their census. Fifty-three other 
school districts (29 county and 24 inde­
pendent districts) would have practically 
no problem because they have less than 
25 pupils in their census. About 22 of 
these pupils would normally be enrolled 
in school, and these pupils would be 
divided among the various schools and 
distributed through the various grades so 
as to create very little problem, if any. 
The same principle could apply in 27 other 
county school districts which have a school 
census of from 26 to 100 pupils. These 119 
school districts, representing over one­
half of the state, would be the first dis­
tricts to accept integration of their pupils, 
thereby saving the cost of having to op­
erate separate schools. In the other 108 
school districts ( 49 county districts and 59 
independent districts) satisfactory and 
equal school service could be provided 
in separate schools. These schools could 
be located in Negro communities or sub­
divisions of the district where the Negroes 
live. 

NEGRO PARK FACILITIES, 1952 
(Continued from page 7) 

Area in Hunting Island Park. Bathhouse and 
pavilion, beach, picnic tables and play area. 
Two new groins to check erosion recently built. 

Mill Creek, area in Poinsett State Park. Cen­
tral South Carolina, near Sumter. Part of 1,000-
acre tract. Bathhouse and beach, fishing, play 
areas, picnic tables and shelters, concessions 

stand. Group camp with cabins and recreation 
building. 

Pleasant Ridge Park. In mountains of Green­
ville County, near town of Greenville. 300 acres. 
Under construction, not in use. Man-made lake, 
picnic area, caretaker's residence completed in 
1952. Road, bathhouse, picnic shelters and rest 
rooms under construction. 

TENNESSEE 

T. 0. Fuller Park. Near Memphis (within cor­
porate limits). 1,000 acres. Day-use facilities. 
Group camp available for summer use. 

Booker T. Washington Park. Near Chattanooga, 
on shore of Chickamauga Lake. 350 acres. Swim­
ming pool, bathhouse, picnic areas, camping 
ground, concessions stand, group camp. Plans 
for future development include improvement of 
group camp, overnight vacation facilities. 

VIRGINIA 

Prince Edward Park. South central Virginia, 
near town of Burkeville, in state forest. 5,684 
acres. Bathhouse, beach, boats for hire, picnic 
ground with tables, ovens and shelter, six cabins 
equipped for housekeeping, restaurant and small 
store. 

SOURCE: Correspondence with state park offi­
cials, state park literature. 
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