
A Note about the Frie nds Qf SNCC groups -- what do th ey do? 

Frie nds of SNCC groups do e sse ntially five things. Let me 
try to give you an examp l e of eac h. 

1. Friends of SNCC gr oups (and SNCC office s in the North) raise 
money and c oll ect supp lies. They p lan c once rts, parties, 
art s hows, s pecial mailings and othe r things desioned t Q 
raise ~oney . Some ti mes peop l e like Harry Be laf ~nte help 
by c omin0 t o a hou! e party wh er e money is raised . Hi gh 
sch oo l stude nts go door t o door in th e ir ne ighborh oods giving 
out SNCC lite rature and asking f or funds t o he lp vot e r r eg is
trati on work. On c o llege cam pus e s s ome stude nts organize 
big drives f Qr money which try t o get a d onatiQn fr om every 
student-- and, a t l eas t, t o inform e ver y student about SNCC. 
Also, Frie nds of SNCC usually have f ood and cl othing drives 
during the fill and the winter and try t o c o llect o ffice su pp lies 
and c ommuni t y cente r supplies in the ir communities. 

2. Friends of SNCC gr Qups raise bail money if it is nee ded. 
Boston Fri e nds of SNCC did a gr eat deal of w Jr k t his summer 
by using a bond p l edge system. That meant t ha t they had 
bail handy at all time s r eady t o wire down whe n it was needed . 
We are now trying t o have e ve ry Fri e nds group do this s o that 
we will always have adequate bail s ources. 

). Friends of SNCC g r oups s p r e ad the wo r d of SNCC. They d o this 
by preparing publ ic i ty f or our activitie s in the South, by 
calling news papers and rad i o stati ons about daily incide nts. 
They als0 d o this by s peaking t J any gr oup that wants t o hear 
a SNCC s peaker. They als o sh ow SNCC films in the ir c ommuniti es, 
pass Jut l eafl ets on t he stree t ab0ut t hings tha t a r e happe n
ing and just oenerally c ont~cting peop l e and talking t o the m 
abo ut w ha t we d o • 

4. Fri ends of SNCC gr oups r ecruit peop l e t o c ome t o wo rk in our 
pr oj ects in th e South. Last spring they we r e r e sp0nsibl e for 
r ecruiting most of th e Northe rn vo l unt eers and for scree ning 
and interviewing them b e f or e they came d Jwn. They a r e sti 11 
r ecruiting peop l e f or the fall and s 9ring a nd will, of c ours e , 
be doing al ot of r ecruiting f or next summe r. 

5. Fri ends of SNCC gr 0ups a ls o d o what we call NJrthern Support 
work. This is bec oming a much more i mportant part of the ir 
j 0bs as th e months g:> by. What they d o is t o pr essure the 
Justice Departme nt and the Pr e side nt (although th ey have n't 
moved very far ye t) by s end ing l e tte rs and t e l eg rams, by 
or ganizino demonstrati ons at f e dera l buildings and by ge ttin~ 
peopl e in th e ir area .with influe nce t o speak out abQut what 
is ha ppening in the South. They he l ped a l otwith the FDP 
challen ge at At lantic City-- by visitin9 de l egate s and by 
organizing th ousands of l e tte rs and t e l eg rams t o t he Demx ratic 
de l egates ' in su pp0rt of t he FDP. They 'll be ehl ping, t o0 , with. 
the Congressi 0na l chall enge in differen t k inds of ways. 

We n ow have Frie nds 0 f SNCC gr oups in a l mos t every major city. 
We als o have ne wl y f or med Fri ends of SNCC gr oups on about 60 
c ampus es and this numbe r will gr ow a s the sch oo l year c ontinues. 
In nine citie s --Bost on, New York, De tr oit, Was h i n gt on, DC , 
Philade l phia, Prince t on, NJ , San Francisc o, Chicago and Los 
An ge l es, we have peop l e on our staff wh o a r e pa id fr om At l anta 
and wh o wor k full time r ais i ng money and d oing the J th e r things . 
In the othe r 50 or s o c !ties wher e we have Friends of SNCC gr<Jups 
V'J luntee rs run the m in the ir spar e time . 

WHY ARE FRIENDS OF SNCC GROUPS I MPORTANT 7 

It sh ou l d be fairly cl ear a lready why Fri e nds of StTCC gr oups 
are i mportant and why they are an i nt egra 1 pa rt of SNCC 's w<Jrk. 
They are the people wh o keep t he No rth ern "supp l y lines" <Jpen . 
We all unde rstand our financial nee ds -~we buy cars, have WATS 
lines , need car insurance , pay r ent on many buildings , ha ve a 
b i g sllary bud ge t and buy mi meograph pape r and pr e sse s t o r un l e a fl e t : 
on. We a ll kn ow, t oo , tha t the peop l e we work wit h i n the South 
c ould n:> t p<Jss ibly mee t our financial needs alth ough they do as 



J i. 

much as th ey p<Jss i bly can. In add i ti ::m, the S'Juth is n 'Jt . .· · 
politically inf l ue nti a l . .,._ 'Jr .at l eas-t 'J UI'. "part" 'J f th~ ~.'Juth 
isn't alth'Jugh -th e r acist .C'Jngr es smen a r e . That fs .')ne 
r eas 'Jn why ' the Justfce Department . ge t~ iriV 'J lve d S'J little unles.s . 
Northe rn stud e nts are inV'J lVed .'J r unl e ss . N')rthe~n ' pe?p l e speak 
out on our behalf. This is a r ea l pr oblem which ._we h 'Jpe ;wil.l . .. 
be s ') lve d .!:pm'? day ·'.but in the .me antime we have t 'J dep~ nd on : 
p E: op l e in th e ·N~rth t o bring pr.ess ur e 'Jn th 'J s e .in p<Jwer · "'!'":' t' 'J ·.· ... 
f'Jrce them t 'J m?ve . · · o,· 

WHAT D<?£S ALL OTH IS MEAN ABOUf 11-iE STAFF' /7 

Ess.e ntially it me.ans' that ' we . must all be aware 'J f .· the ,w· 'J~:k Fri end s 
of SNCC a r e d :Ji ng and we . must OCo'J ns.taT). t l y f eed the~ any lnf? r ma t i 'Jn 
we think W'Juld be he fpful t 'J t hem in r ais ing m')n ey 'J r in ° 

d o ing N'Jrthc rn supp')rt W'Jrk. They have t o'J .have news --- every 
day if p'J_ssible 'Jn what .we a r e d'J i.n g .o The.y .'mus.t understand. the 
SNCC pr <Jg ram and the .nee-d s 'Jf .v ar 1 'J Us p r 'J j ects if . the y ~ r e t o 
help ~s 'Jut.. · 

One m'Jr e n 'J t e t her e is a bi,gge r r ep<Jrt 'Jn the Friends -~ f SNCC 
f or any')ne wh 'J wants t ') r ead ft :>r have 'a C'Jpy. Pl ease l e t 

....-) Be tty Garman kn 'Jw if youowant . it. ,0 
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