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S.C.L.C. announced recently the ad, _ · 
dition of · ri ve new members to the: 
staff. The five men-are : .John H . Cal­
hou n, Herbert V. Coulton, James L : 

·Beve l, Fred C. .Bennette, Jr"., · and Ber­
nardS. Lee. 
· John H. Calhoun, serves as Georgia 

State O rganizer for 1962-63 in the 
voter registration drive, is a native of 
Greenville, South Carolina . Mr. Cal­
houn attended Ham,pton Institute, . 
Northwestern University and More­
house Col ege , fr om which he received 
t' e A. B. degree . e also attended 
Atlanta Unive rsity . 
· HerbertV~ Coulton of Petersburg, 

Virginia, serves as Field Secretary 
in the.,..drive in · \l.~r.gin-i , +c-n-Hessee­
and North · Caro"rina. Mr. Coulton is 
concentrating his efforts in the ,4th 
Congressional District in the South end 
of Virginia . Mr-:- Coulton attended 
Virginia State College and wh ile serv-
ing in the arm y from 1957 to- 59 , he 
attended the University of Hawaii on 
a specia l grant. 

James L. Bevel of I tta Bena, Mis­
sissi ppi and Cleveland, _ Ohio, is Field 
Secre tary in the area of Mississippi. 
He was active in the Stude~ t Move­
ment in Nashville, Tennessee. He 
se-rved as Chairman of this movement 
for one year.' _While a student at the 
American Baptist Theological Semi­
nary College in Nashvil le, he pastored 
the Ches tnut Grove Baptist Church at 
Dixon, Tennessee. 

Field Secre tary for Georgia is Fred 
C. Bennette, J r. , a studeni 't Atlanta's 
Turne r Theologica l Seminary. A wo rld 
Wa r II and Ko rean War ve·teran, he 
is a tireless civi l rights worker. 

Ea rly in '1961 , Mr. Bennette as 
arrested in tlanta's Te minal tation 
fo r "trespas ing" wh ile re turni ng from 
a speaki g engageme nt. fe is cur­
ren tl y out on ba il and awa iting · 
hea ring on that charge. e formerly 
was assoc iated with the Atla nta Stu­
de nt Movement ·and at that t ime wa 
popu larly known as "Le · Comman­
da nte .' ' 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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On foot, Dr . King end pa rty sta rt "Op·erotion Door-Knock:~ 

SCLC .PEOPLE TO PEOPLE 10UR 
.Dr. Mart.i n Luther King, Jr. and his SCLC tas k fotcc s·wt:pi inio ..Southside 

Virgihia at the ·fail-end of March recruiti ng more than 250 vo lunteers for its 
Freedom Corps and " 1 . on violent Army. " The Virg inia vi sit coordin ated by the 
Virginia SCLC's hard-driving Milton A. Reid oi Petersburg, marked the second 
"people-to-people" tour of the Atlanta-based organiza tion. 

Dr. Reid indicated that hiS sta te unit 's invita ti on to Dr. King 's visi t was 
gea red to kick-off an inrens i v~ drive in the Fou·rth District and surrounding · 
areas and prov1de moral support for the Rev. Cu rti s Harris, pres ident of the 
Hopewell SCLC, who was convicted for contempt of _court in the· ce lebrated 
Boatwright Committee charge . . . _ 

The King ta sk force included the amiable Ralph Abern athy, pa rtner in the 
Montgomery struggle , Wyatt Tee Walker, for mer Pe ter bu rg pasto r and Staff 
Director of SCLC, Mrs. Dorothy Cotton, Directo r of the Citizensh ip Education 
Schools and tw.o fie ld secretaries in Voter Regis tra tion, Be rnard Lee of Atlan ta 
and Herbert Coul ton of Pe ter bu rg . 

The two-day tour egan. in Peter burg wi 1 a lu cheon w'th Fourth Di tri t 
leade rs at he Zion Baptist Chu h tha va followed immedia tely _by a voter 
registration canvass sup rvi ed by S LC's fie ld sec re tary for j·rgiri ia, : rbert 
Coulton . The Blandfo d se tion of Pete rsburg was flo oded f r two hours !th Dr. · 
King and hi s supporters ring ing door belis and gathering data from the ne igh­
borhood to inc reas the vo ting strength in the Second- Ward. Several homeowners 
were amazed to see Dr . King and Rev . ,Abemath y among the ot her clergy and 
leaders actually participating in oper ti n " oor Knock." 

Tuesday night, the SCLC caravan move_d into Lynchburg, Vir.ginia and lit­
era ll y took this mou, t in ity by storm. The ra·n-packed E. C. Glas High School 

(Cofllinued on Page I) 
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,. Bernard S. Lee, 26-, serves as Stu-. 
dent Liaison in the five key states 
(South Carolina, Alabama, Georgia, 
Mississippi and Louisiana). He is a 
Korean War veteran, a former student 
at Morris Brown College, and has 
worked for S.C.L.C. since . I 960, when 
he arrived in Atlanta from Montgom: 
cry, Alabama. . 

. MARTIN LUTHER KiNG, J~. President . 

.. ··F.- L. SHUTTLESWORTH, Secretary 

. : RALPH . D. ABERNATHY, Treasurer 

He led the sit-ins in Montgomery and 
was expelled from Alabama .State Col­
lege tJeca.use _of his participation: Later, 
he was one of the ·students selected 
to appear b!!fore · the. platform· com:.- · 
mittees of both National Conventions 
in -196-0. . . WYATT TEE WALKER, Executive Director 

· GouLD .MAYNARD, _Editor 
... He led the Freedom Ride from . 
Atlanta to Albany and was one of the 

DOROTHY GAINES, Associate_ f;ditor 
fi rst to be arrested there. -
· · He is married and the father of four 
children. · 

The South mourns the passing · of 

~ - the Reverend Theodore ·Trammell, 

~ who died of a heart a tacl h 'l en­

Paged in a sptrited campaign for a 

congressional- seat from the Third 

Congressional Djstrict_f f Mississippi. 

Reverend Theodore Trammell 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
41 Exchange Place, S. E. 

Atlanta 3, Georgia 

MARTIN ' LUTH ER KlNG , JR., P~es ident WYATT T EE W ALKE R, Director 

MEMO TO: .~.U F:1i thful SCLC Su.pporters 

FROM : Home Office 

RE: Annua i Board Meeting 

SCLC is growing by leaps and bounds. Many wonderfu l things have 
happened because of yot,~ r fa ith ·in us. We invite you to be with us in 
Chattanooga on the dates given below: W.e have a lot of good riews and 
many new se rvices to offer your community. P_l!,': ase bend every effort to . 
be wi th us. · 

jJi-1PORT ANT DATA 
SUBJECT: Annu al Board Meeting 
DATE : M ay 15th- 16th (Tuesday and Wednesday) 

LACE : r hattanooga, 1'ennessee 
HQ ~: Inter enomi · · ional ini teri l Aliiance 
CO-~PONSORS: Chattanooga Civic Commi ttee 
GE ERAL CHAiRMAN : Dr. Major Jones, S L Board 

vf~n ue r, 60 l Dodson Street 
COORDINATOR: T he Reverend C. T . Vivian, SCLC Regiona1 

Representative 
HEADQUARTERS: _ Monum_et~tal Bapti t 

Reve rend J hri C inister 

/ 

-. 

Atty . Len Holt and Mr. and Mrs . Harris 

MINISTERS1 PILGRIMAGE 
Dr. Martin Luther Ki ng, Jr., Presi- . 

dent of The Southern Ch1·is · ia Lead­
ership Conference, joined with Dr. 
Milton A. R eid, head of its Virginia 
Affiliate, in calling on all Virginia 
ministers · and laymen to journey to 
Hopewell, Virg_inia for the contempt 
trial of the Reverend Curtis W. H ar­
ris on the 29th an~ JOth of March. · 

The contempt· action agai nst the 
Reverend Harris arose out of h is re- ­
fusal to give names and other infor­
mation abol!t ac ti vities to secure in­
tegrati on to the Virginia Legislati ve 
Committee in September of last yea r. 

At ·the prelimina ry hearing of thi < 
contempt action RgainsCRcvere: HJ Har­
ris· on January 19, 1962 in the Circuit 
Court of Hopewell, Virgin ia , more th an 
100. ministers and laymen rallied in 
support of the protes t leade r, Rever­
end Harris . For the tr ia l o n the 29 th 
and 30th of ·Ma rch , the townspeop le 
opened their homes to accommodate 
overnight those who were expected 
to come from great dis tances . . 

Dr. King, P resident of S.CL. C. in 
endorsing the pro test pi lgrimage com­
men ted : "The stro ngest reso urce th at 
is posse. ed by those of us desiri ng to 
see an merica fr e o racism, is our 
strengrh of numbers . neyer· a 
fighter f r freed m, such as everend 
Harris , is under a tt ack, ever · .a v-ail ab le 
person ou¥ht ;o witnes wit h his p~t­
son two iunoamental concep ts: H1 
oppositi on to the persecut io n of those 
who believe segregation is arr into lera­
ble evil , and his unquali fied support 
of those whose lives a re a living m­
bodiment of the ncccs i y of striving 
toward fr,.e om." 

.-



SCU: PROflLE 
pr.. Cuthbert Simpkins, the young 

Shreveport, . Louisiana dentist whose 
desegregation efforts have met with 
reprisals in the form of cross burn­
ings on his lawn and the total demoli­
tion of . an almost completed $50,000 
house he was building: is a man cou­
rageous enough to sum up his situa­
tion with, "I assume my civil rights 

~-activities had something to do with 
it." . 

Dr. Simpkins lias been . a vitally 
. concerned observer- of injustices per­
petrated . aga)nst Negroes· since early 

: childhood when he· saw a policeman 
"just drive up and shqot a Negro" for · 
disturbing the. peace. · . 

On another occasion, while on his 
\vay to Sunday SGhool, he saw a white 
man beating a· Negro wit)1 a bu.Uwhip 
because the Negro· 'owed him .five 
dollars. 

While. serving as an Air Force of­
ficer, assigned to a New York base 
he was denied housing on the base 
even though he had been as.sured that 
he would get it. ~!ot a hotel or motei 
within a 50 mile area .would take him 
in with his w'fe and children. He 
fina lly found substandard lodgi gs in 
Ithaca 40 miles from the base. 

Afterc-a-year he went to Washington 
and filed a .· c_omplaint. An Air Force 
Colonel told him.. to "go. -back .and 
watt., - Simpkins- Threateneato.go · di­
rectly to . President Harry Truman. 
"I believe you would," said the colonel. 
The Simpkins family then got housing 
on the base. 

In 1952, he ran for the school 
board in Shre'veport, the first Negro to 
run for public office in Louisiana since 
Civil War days . He lost that election, 
but never stopped urging and helping 

·his fello\v Negroes tc·-register and vote . 
As a · member of the Board of Di­

rectors of SCLC, and Presiden~· of the 
·United Christian Movement (an 
SCLC affjli ate )', Dr. Simpkins has giv­
eq unstintingly of himself for the cause 
of civ il rights. 

He was largely responsible for · ar-, 
· ranging the appearance of Louisiana 

leaders before the Civil Rights Com- · 
· mission during their investigation of 

egregation practices in that state . 
The bombing of his almost com­

ple ted new home on February 11th 
fol lowed by a week, a cross burnjng 
on tlje lawn of his office wh'ch adjoins 
his rese nt home at 1508 Gary tree . 
Following that cross burning, police 
apprehended suspects travelling in a 
sta tion wagon in which was a cross and 
Klu Klux Klan litera ture . The suspects 
we re released "for lack of evidence" 
showing them to .be the p_e_£_sons · re­
spcns ible fo r th eros burn ing -on Dr. 
Simpkins' lawn . 

W recka_ge of C. 0 . Simpkins home after bom bing. 

Sho.rtly after, Dr. SimJ?ki!}s ' home, 
furnishings , office equipment , mal­
practice liability , landlord's risk , and 
summer home furnishing insurance 
were all peremptorily canceled . He 
has since found a firm which will in­
sure him . 

A native of Mansfield, Louisiana, 
Dr. Simpkins attended Wiley College 
and Tennessee State University. He 
earned his dental degree at Meharry 
Medi~al College. He is a 32nd Degree 
Mason. and a mem ber of Alpha Phi 

• A. t . 1 ·· 

n. l jJII<i. ' 

Above all , he is a fig hter; a cal m 
fighter, who is determined to keep on 
fighting for civil rights equality as long 
as he lives. / · 

Suggested Reading 

"THE OTI-JER hiER!CA" 
(Poverty in the Uni ted States) , by 

i\ll ichael Ha'rr ington, The McMil lan 
Company, New Y rk ( 4.00) , ably 
depicts the pli gh t of the 50,000,000 
people in Ame ica who are poor , poor, 
poor . 

Says author Harrinoton, " ... If these 
people are not starving, they arc hun­
gry, and somet imes fG.t with hunge r, 
for that is what cheap foods do . T hey 
arc without adequa e 1 ousing and edu­
cation and medical care ." u · re ding 
fo r all Negroes. 

P.REGNANT DIANE 
NASH ENROUTE TO 
JACKSON JAIL 

As- the newsletter went to press, word 
came that Diane Nash , fearless Free­
dom Fighter and wife of James Bevel. · 
S .. CL.C. Field Secretary for Mi ss is sip­
pt, was enroute from .Cleveland, Mis­
sissippi to Jackson, Mississippi to fa ce 
a . possible two-year prison sentence .. 
The plight -of t ~js in 5p:r~d pd \vas the 
res ult of the fatl ure of her attorney to 
appear for hea ring on her appeal of a 
1962 .co nviction. (It is sta ndard pro­
cedure fo r courts to notify defe ndants 
to appear for hea rings . Neither Di ane 
nor her attornev rece ived such notifi-
ca tion). ' • 

In July, 196! , acting as a member 
of the Freedom Ride Coordinating 
Committee, ·Diane directe-d local citi: 
zens of Jackson , Mississippi , in an 
attempt to enter the ma in · wait ing 
room of the Jackson Greyh ound Bus 
Termin al. For ty persons we re .arrested 
some of whom were high school stu­
dents. Diane was arrested for con­
tributing to the de linquency of minors 
and convicted in the iocal courts. Pend­
ing an 'a ppeal, she \vas released on 
$2 ,000 bond. 

Expecting a baby in August Diane 
de terminedly sta ted as she set ou t for 
Jackson, "I arn go ing o ser:ve this two 

· year jai l sentence unfes the c a rgcs 
are dropped." 

,1 
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C'OMING 
WEDNESDAY, 

JUNE -6, 8 P.M. 
~ . 

, /'Atlanta Muni d pal 

·' . 
Auditorium 

Harry Belafonte 
and- hh entire c"ompany, fea t"url ng "tha 

. SOuth' Afr k u n chanteuse, 
. ' 

MlltiAM MAK~BA 
; H;rry B cl.afon t~ wo• acclaimed by Ed Suili~an 
Sun day ni'g ht April 22nd a• , "one of the 

· gre~tcs t art ists in tke world today." ; · 

Se at Prices 
Or<hiutr'a $5, $7, $10, $15 -

loge, '$7 , $ 10, $15 
Drou Cir.de, $.5 

f or soat reservati on•, call !J 24 .. :J 849 
Addr&u mail orders to l e lafoitte Concert 
Committee , sU ite 402, 4 1 Exchang e Pl., 

S. E., Atlanta 3 , Geprgla 

CONTRIBU IONS . I 
I wish to contribute to th" wor!t 'l! 
SCLC and the social struggle in the 
South_ 

NA.J\fE 

VIRGINIA fOUR (Continued /rorrJ Page 1) 

auditorium site of the Western_ Virginia "Freedonl' Rally" was describecj. by 
Virgil Wood, Lynchburg SCLC prexy, as "1he greatest turnout. we have ever 
seen in history." From the 2500 enthralled ·freedom supporters, 118 "Freedom 
Corps" volunteers were recruited ·in a moving appeal by Rev. Abernathy. ·More 
than a score of white persons, men and women, were among those who came 
fonyard toward the close of the meeting. The entire audience was visibly moved 
when,Chuck Moran, a white lad of nine, came· forward and gave his hand to Dr. 
King ~s his gesture to join the nonviolent struggle. · · · 

Wednesday morning at daybreak found the caravan on its way._1!gain ~this time 
· to the county seat of Prince Edward County's beleaguered school-less children. 

(Th is Virginia County-closed its public schools three years ago to avert desegrega­
tion ) . FarmviUe:s peerless !eilder and prophet, T he Rev. L. F ranc is Griffin , was 
assured by Ik King that he would r.etu rn aga in and pledged SCLC's f.ull support . 
in their heroic struggle. Dr. King_ ~~nt more than an hour wi th· 250 townspeople 
and ~omet fifty" children with whom he chatted informally in ·the · lower church o.f 
the Fir~t Baptist Church: served by Rev. Griffin , . .._ , · . . 

,Noonday, found the Klng entourage at Virginia State College· where the non­
violen t leader ·of the struggle in the South delivered an address, "The Tragedy · 
of Sleeping Through a Revolution" in a campus-wide assembly that college of- -
ficials 9escribed as the "largest voluntary assembly in the history of the sc hool. " .. 
Virginia Hall auditorium's capacity of 2600 was sorely taxed to acco mmodate 
the crowd. By 2:30 p.m. the SCLC tas k force was in near-by Hopewell , Vi rginia­
where ci ty · officia ls supplied Dr. King· and his followers with an anteroom in the 
court house building where he commended 62 convicted si t-inners for their 
courage and devo tion to nonyiolence and human dign ity. 
· By nightfall, two stops had been .made in Dinwiddie County, Virginia, ano ther 
Negro-majority county. In the Mt.' Level Communit at the church of the same 
name, a stahding-room-only church f11!! heard irJcrmal n:marko from hei form­
er minister, Wyat · Tee Walker and· Dr. King. A half hour drive. across the county 
brought the : 'people-to-people" tour toward its climax. in the Rocky Branch com­
munity. Withou t a break, the final public· meeting fea turing Dr. King , was held at 
the First Baptist Chu.rch Petersburg, where scores of peopl~ were turned away as 
early as eight o'clock in the evening. 

-'----lf-----t"lne h1Tifdred an·d fifty-e ight volunteers were . rece ived for the Freedom Corps 
ADDRESS 

(street ) 

(c ity & state ) 

"--
Alnount of Contribution 

end to : C L C1 
. 

. 41 Exchange P lace, S.E. 
A tl anta 3, Georgia 

SCLCv%~ 
41 Exchange Pl., S. E. 
Atlanta 3, Ga. 

and nonviolent army. . . 
Before taking leave of Vi rginia's Black Belt , Dr. King and the Rev. Mr. 

Wa lker accompa_njed Dr. R eid an_d a :?COJe of ministers from around the state to 
the contempt tria l of the Rev. Curtis Harris in Hopewell Municipal Court. 
_ "The Fourth District has never seen anything li ke this ," commented Dr. Milton 

Re id . " If we buckle down now and get to work, we ca n send a Negro Congress-
. man to Washington from the Black Belt, just as Dr. King has said ." --

State leaders who accompanied Dr. King and his p·arty across the Common­
wealth included the Rev. David Collins of Willia!T!sburg, the R ev. R .. G . Wiliiams 
of Petersburg, · the Rev.~ Curtis Harris of Hopewell and the Rev. Mr. ;vood of 
Lynchburg. I · 

/ 
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