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“Those who profess to favor
freedom and yet deprecate
agitation, are men who want
rain without thunder and
lightning. They want the ocean
without the roar of its many
waters.”

FREDERICK DOUGLASS &/

THE PEOPLES FORUM

THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT

=7

\
=2

“If you want the happiness of
the people, let them speak out
and tell what kind of happiness
they want and what kind they
don’t want!”

ALBERT CAMUS

On Courage

I enclose a copy of a poem
by Yevtushenko, from which
I learned something very im-
portant, which I'd learned in
different form from Septima
Clark when I worked with her
at Highlander, Once you un-
derstand what he’s saying it
helps you keep yourself in
perspective, ie. you don't go
around believing that you're
great simply because you're
honest. It’s just the opposite.

TALK

You’re a brave man they tell me.

Courage has never been my quality.
Only I thought it disproportionate

so to degrade myself as others did.

No foundations trembled. My voice

no more than laughed at pompous falsity;
I did no more than write, never denounced,
I left out nothing I had thought about,
defended who deserved it, put a brand

on the untalented, the ersatz writers
(doing what had anyhow to be done).

How sharply our children will be ashamed

remembering how in so strange a time
common integrity could look like courage.

Jurius LESTER
New York, N.Y.

I'm not.

And now they press to tell me that I’'m brave.

taking at last their vengeance for these horrors

As you know, this area almost
all Mississippians depend on cot-
ton. Less was planted and once
it come up the farmers used
chemicals to keep the fields clean,
instead of the hand laborers. The
cotton also opened late this year
and once it did most of the work
was done by the mechanical
pickers, except for the small
forty acres farmers.

People have been leaving
Mississippi since the early spring
and on holidays when their chil-
dren or relatives come down they
would take many of their people
back with them, hoping they will
be able to get a job.

This in our feelings makes
ihings bad on both sides, first
for the Sountherm Negro to
continue hoping that one day
they will have enough Negro
votes to put people in all parts
of the government to represent
them. Secondly, the way it
hurt the north it makes more
peaple be out of jobs, the slum
gets bigger and by not being
aware of how things are in
the north, this makes people
who have no skill net aware
and looking for new hope. And
do not find it, have nothing
else to do but steal, kill, and
whatever else is necessary.
As you know Mississippi have
received more poverty money aid
from Federal government in

Movement Failed on Laurel Strike

On December 12, over 1,000 Masonite workers
had their union put into trusteeship and their 7%
month long strike sold out. The local Laurel move-
ment that day was very concerned because some
preacher had thrown a wrench into a planned
Christmas boyecott of downtown Laurel aimed at
getting some Negroes hired in the stores.

It would be dishonest, however, to say that the
local movement had no position on the strike that
ended—for all practical purposes—in the busting
of the most militant union in Mississippi. The
Laurel movement did have a position: it urged
black workers to scab for Masonite, and did so for
the whole length of the strike.

A main argument used to justify support for
and encouragement of the scabs has been that
this was the first time most of these black men
had “ever stoed up.” But when you have on your
side the Mayor, the Mississippi Supreme Court,
the Mississippi Chamber of Commerce, the Miss-
issippi Association of Manufacturers, the regional
NLRB, the Federal Mediation and Coneciliation
Service, the International Woodworkers of
America, the city police, the state police, the
National Guard, the Wackenhut guards and, in
the center of it all, the Masonite Corporation
.« . well, hell, what kind of a “stand” have you
really taken?

What essentially happened is that Masonite
wanted to get rid of the union, and felt that they
needed a sizable number of workers who would
be willing to scab on a union-initiated wildeat.
They tried to do this among the black workers by
integrating washrooms and showers. The strategy
worked, and a union that the black scabs said
“was good on fighting for economic issues and
working conditions” was destroyed.

Now at least some of us should be able to see,
at this late date in the history of U.S. capitalism,
that the forces of the corporations, their various
State apparatuses (especially the courts and the
police), and their ‘friends’ in organized labor
(which is most of the internatiomal unions), are
never going to be doing good for workers, So if
we want something better than what we have, it
means we must look to workers themselves. With
workers' unity and a good program of struggle, the
international unions can be taken over, and the
corporations and their state beaten.

But unity and a fighting program is exactly
what the movement in Laurel did not have,

When Rap Brown talks about the need for
developing an ideology to prevent one section of
dispossessed people from oppressing another,
he’s not just whistling Dixie. And the move-
ment’s got to go further than statements and
proclamations. Because big corporations will be
trying to work the “Masonite Plan” for break-
ing unions all over the South, now that it’s
worked in Laurel.

Which means that instead of igmoring unor-
ganized workers, we begin to organize them. That
instead of ignoring strikes, we support them, That
instead of playing ball with the union piecards
and misleaders (otherwise known as the ‘labor
lieutenants of capital’) we fight them to the
finish. And the last of these means that we take
jobs in plants to begin organizing a caucus of rank-
and-file workers to take over the unions so as to be
better able to wage war on the bosses,

If this seems 2 sensible approach to a real
problem, then it also means certain things for
the ‘movement’. It means that staff people be
required to spend a part of each year working
on a job. It means that SNCC and the MFDP
find room on their list of ‘priorities’ for organiz-
ing black caucuses in unions like the one in
Laurel. It megns that SDS find the ‘time’ to
support strikes going on right under their noses,
(like the recent 60-day transit strike in Madison,
Wisc., which the militant students didn’t find
time to support because they were too busy with
other ‘more important’ matters, like protesting
Dow’s presence on their campus).

There is no doubt that Southern (and U.S.)
workers are unhappy about their condition. There
is a major question as to whether some sections of
the left (including the movement) are willing to
get their hands dirty and calloused enough to or-
ganize that discontent into positive and direect
struggle against the corporations and their state.
If the movement isn't willing, then the Laurel bust
is just a taste of what's coming.

FRED LACEY

New Orleans, La,
(The writer of this letier, ¢ former CORE fleld
secretary in Lowisiana, is now a dockworker who
is active in the Progressive Labor Party in New
Orleans.)

proportion than any other state
in the union. Some say that
poverty program have helped

Mississippi, but we say it have ~

hurt Mississippi, because after
all the challenge is the money
has been taken before it makes
it to the poor man there’s hardly
anything left and when you total
everything up the rich man get
richer and the poor man gets
poorer.

Also we feel that the poverty
program was designed for two
reasons; one, to give a hand-
full of poor people jobs to take
their minds off their rights and
they wants, while the rest of
the people they promised to
give jobs sit around waiting on
their promise and keep quiet,
the men on top sturdy gets
ahead. Secondly, they will try
to hire people like us and close
our mouth and closing our
mouths they eclose mostly
everybody’s mouth.

In the town of Sunflower, we
have had two elections and lost
both of them. The city have men
working on the poverty program,
going around digging ditches or
cleaning them out, and some of
these ditches that the men are
working on have had work done
on them over a hundred times
and everytime it rains they would
decay, and they would be in the
same position they were in at
first, because they are dug out
in a straight line instead of some
curves along the side,

We are still in hope of getting
started on the super-market. We
need about $1300 in order to
really get started. We need about
$17,500 in all, this includes land,
stock, and building supplies; also
we need $150 for our car in
order to get it over-hauled.

The money we received to
run our preogram for the vyear
of 1967, was $3200, and this
is how we spent it.

1. We gave the sewing co-op
3200 to get started, it employed
eight ladies and they work two
days a week, six hours a day,
for $5 a day. These ladies make
blouses and quilts.

2. We have taken 98 people
down to get on Welfare. 89 are

THE WAR
WITHIN THE WAR

As a follow-up to the article
in last month’s Patriot about
Tom Tuck, let me use your
pages to make a plea, The
Louisville Peace Council is do-
ing all it can to assist Tom
Tuck and other GIs who are
organizing at Fort Knox.

What we need is the name
of any soldier at Fort Knox
(or who will be there) who is
against the war. If the read-
ers of the Patriot would send
us the name and company of
any soldier who would be in-
terested in such a program,
we would appreciate it very
much.

(REV.) JAMES C. GORMAN
Louisville Peace Council
1135 S. Brook St., No. 1,
Louisville, Ky. 40203

Report From Sunflower County

receiving it, two lost and the rest
their case haven’t come up yet.

3. We had freedom school for
the children and adult education
clagses during the summer; we
also paid the teachers, eclasses
were held for two hours each
class night.

4. Improving the community
center in some places that we
built last year was $325. (Its
cost was $4,225 last year to be
completed and it’s 50 x 50.)

5. We laid aside $200 to help
start building on the super-
market,

6. During the early part of
this year we helped the Head-
start School when it was oper-
ated in the community center, we
gave $240. We helped 35 people
get on Social Security.

7. Expenses for lights, gas,
water, and gasoline for the car—
$435, and for the community
center $220.

The things we need now are
food, clothes, money, S&H
green stamps and any other
kind of stamp, a sewing ma-
chine and material seraps for
the sewing co-op, and a type-
writer.

For the 44 children that
attends the white schools we gave
clothes and we also gave clothes
and others to more than 900
people.

This is how our salary was
paid through the year of 1967,
after we got started. Otis Brown,
Jr., director, $600. Betty Hum-
phries, secretary, $250. Mrs.
Brooks, welfare, $125.

So we will close hoping you
will take concern to our needs,
and may all of you have the
Merriest time during and after
the holiday.

SUNFLOWER COUNTY
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 398

Sunflower, Miss, 38778

Freedomeraft
Seeks Support

We are poor people of the
Freedomeraft Candy Cooperative
in the South who make delicious
candies. We started our coopera-
tive in Edwards, Miss. trying to
help ourseives. You can order
this eandy which is carefully
packed for you or as a gift to a
friend or neighbor.

We are asking for your help to
proceed in making our candy.
Freedomcraft has begun to make
two new products—pecan brittle
(32.85 a pound) and roasted
pecans ($2.15 a pound), in addi-
tion to our pecan pralines ($2.60)
and peanut brittle ($1.50) Post-
age is 75 cents a pound.

You could also cooperate with
us by asking different church
groups to buy our candies to use
for raising money. We also want
to sell to stores so that more
people ecan enjoy what we make.
We can send large orders at
wholesale prices.

Remember: Freedomecraft can-
dies make sweet gifts!

Mrs. LYDia SWANAGAN
Freedomeraft Candies
Box 139,

Edwards, Migs. 39066
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