





SCEF Board Looks
At ‘Black Power’

{By Staff Correspondent)

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—The demand for “black power” should be
viewed by white America as a challenge. It is a challenge to white
people to examine themselves, the roots of racism, what is wrong
with their society, and what to do about these problems,

This is the gist of a major policy statement adopted by the
board of directors of the Southern Conference Educational Fund
(SCEF) at its semi-annual meeting here in late October. It was
released to the press by SCEF president, the Rev. Fred L. Shuttles-
worth.

SCEF, which is an interracial Southwide organization, noted
in its statement that its major purpose since its beginrning in 1938
has been to reach white Southerners and organize them around
the common issues that unite them with black Southermers.

It said the present challenge simply means it must “do more
effectively what has always been our declared function.”

The SCEF bhoard also called for unity in the civil rights move-
ment. It voiced “outrage” at the attacks on the Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), and the Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE), and “other militant eivil rights organi-
zations.” It said the nation needs, for its own health, groups whose
ideas “sting the conscience of America” and raise the gquestions
“which white America must face.”

The text of the statement on SNCC and CORE and major
excerpts from the policy statement appear elsewhere on this page.

In other action, the board condemned the announced plans of
the House Un-American Activities Committee to investigate dis-
turbances in the nation’s cities. The board also commended pass-
age of fair housing legislation in Bardstown and Nelson County,
Ky., and called on the Louisville Community to do likewise. A
special resolution paid tribute to the late Lillian Smith. (Those
resolutions are covered more fully elsewhere in this issue.)

In line with its determination to increase its efforts to get
Southern white people into an alliance with black people, the
SCEF board made plans to expand its organizing work in Ken-

The following are excerpts
from the recent policy statement
by SCEF on “black power” and
related topics:

....this drive for black strength
represents a challenge to the
white majority of our nation to
face the ugly racial prejudice that
is part of our national upbring-
ing ....

What many are calling today
the “white backlash” appears to
us to be something quite different
and perhaps ultimately healthy.
It is the bringing to the surface
of long hidden racist feelings
latent in the American conscious-
Ness . ...

Today white America is faced
with uncomfortable demands
which indicate clearly that the
root of the problem is not black
power but assumptions of white
supremacy. The terrible truth
is that nearly every white
American and not a few Negro
people are infected with the
poisonous premise that what is
white is superior . . . . The real
challenge today is the basic
work of changing the mind-set
of white America . ...

On Black Power

The idea of black power has a
long and honorable history but it
is currently being misrepresented

tucky, West Virginia, Tennessee, Alabama, and Louisiana.
The board met at Louisville’s Calvary Baptist Church, which is
pastored by one of its members, the Rev. William H. Bell.

in the news media of the United
States. In 1905, the Niagara
Movement issued a call for the
political and ecomomic organiza-

Bardstown Passes
Fair Housing Law
—First in South

The small town of Bardstown,
Ky., and Nelson County, where
it is located, have apparently be-
come the first community in the
South to adopt fair housing leg-
islation.

Ordinances outlawing racial dis-
erimination in the sale and rental
of housing have been passed by
city and county governing bodies.

The board of directors of SCEF,
meeting in Louisville soon after
the ordinances were made public,
adopted a resolution praising citi-
zens of the Bardstown area.

It urged the city of Louisville
and its county, Jefferson, to fol-
low this example and become the
first major metropolitan area in
the South to have fair housing
laws.

Human rights groups in Louis-
ville are now carrying on a cam-
paign to pass such laws. SCEF
pledged its support, including aid
in organizing demonstrations if
local groups decide these are
needed.

Election

Coverage

The Patriot’s analysis of the
November 8 election, which took
place after this issue went to
press, will appear in the Decem-
ber edition.

Seven Northern Leaders
Study Movement Crisis

(By Staff Correspondent}

NEW YORK, N.Y.—Leaders of several northernm-based civil
rights groups, along with Negro organization leaders, recently
issued a staiement on the current crisis facing the civil rights
movement,

The statement expressed alarm at what seems to be a retreat
on the part of white America from its commitment to racial
justice.

It was also interpreted by The New York Times and other
news media as a repudiation of such organizations as SNCC and
CORE and the idea of “black power.”

However, the statement did not mention any organization by
name and did not use the term “black power.”

Original signers of the statement, which appeared as an ad in
The New York Times were:

Dorothy Height, president, National Council of Negro Women;
A. Philip Randolph, president, Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters:;
Bayard Rustin, director, A. Philip Randelph Institute; Roy Wilkins,
executive director, NAACP; Whitney M. Young, Jr., executive
director, National Urban League; Amos T. Hall, executive secre-
tary, Conference of Grand Masters, Prince Hall Masons; Hobson
Reynolds, Grand Exalted Ruler, Improved Benevolent and Protec-
tive Order of Elks of the World.

An effort was made to obtain the signature of the most
prominent Southern spokesman of the freedom movement, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. However, Dr. Xing, apparently fearing
that the statement might foster disunity in the movement, did not
appear as a sigmer.

He said in a separate statement that he agreed with the main
points in the statement but added:

“We are not interested in furthering any division in ithe civil
rights movement, either with those who advoecate less militancey or
those who feel they are more militant.”

He said SCLC hoped to continue to communicate with SNCC
and CORE which he declared “have been great forces for the civil
rights movement.”

Soon thereafter, CORE made its own statement in regard to
“black power” and related issues in a letter to its supporters. It
called for unity in the movement and said the nation’s bigots are
trying to “split the friends of freedom.”

The letter added: “CORE is a friend of all groups that are
fighting for the cause of the black man in America.”

Six New Members Join SCEF Board

Six members were added to the
SCEF board of directors at its
Octoher meeting.

They are Dr, George Edwards,
professor at Presbyterian Theol-
ogical Seminary in Louisville;
Mrs. Elizabeth Foote, teacher and
artist of New Orleans; Mrs.
Georgia Price, a leader of the
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*The Issue is White Supremacy’

tion of the black people of this
country in order that they might
create something of the strength
of a Niagara Falls . . . . The
Niagara Movement gave rise to
the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People.

The cry for black power has
arisen today because many black
people decided that it was time
to step relying solely on petition-
ing the government for redress
of grievances, and
organize themselves politizally to
elect persons who will represent
them in government . ...

In terms of American democ-
racy, there is nothing improper
about Negro people demanding
that they should be able to elect
representatives of their own
choice to key political offices, es-
pecially in those areas South and
North where they are concen-
trated and in a clear numerical
majority.

This demand carries with it the
idea that they would exercise in
the public interest the powers
associated with such public offices.
This would mean majority rule
with concern and safeguards for
the rights of minorities.

. ... It would also represent a
meaningful breakthrough toward
achieving a more effective repre-
sentative democracy for all
Americans,

The simple truth is that the
rank and file of Americans
have mnever really controlled
their government. The ability
of the Negro people to take
this successful step will pro-
vide us all with an opportunity
to make American democracy
work as it has never worked
before .. ..

On Interracial Action

From its earliest beginnings,
SCEF has been an interracial
organization, and we are in no
way departing from our faith in
interracial objectives.

....Today we find many black
people rejecting the word “in-
tegration.” They feel that inte-
gration has too often meant
assimilation of black people into
white society as it is, on the
assumption that what is white is
better.

We, too, reject all such inter-
pretations. The society into which
we wish to see all our varied peo-
ples integrated, (that is, made
whole) is a new society. We are
not afraid of radical social
change. Indeed, we believe it is
the social imperative of our day
for black and white. ...

The board of SCEF feels that
the needs and interest of the
poorer and less privileged whites
of the South are similar to those
of poor black people. Since 1938,
SCEF’s objective has been to de-
velop among these groups com-
mon allies in a joint struggle for
a more democratic America. This
present challenge increases our
obligation to do even more effec-

instead to

tively what has always been our
declared function . ...

What political forms the future
will require of the movement is
not yet the subject of agreement,
but the working together of black
and white Americans at the grass-
roots level is one of the basic
requirements for healthy social
change . ...

On Violence

The board of SCEF believes
that a deliberate campaign has
been launched to eguate black
power with violence in the
public mind. We state our firm
conviction that violence today
is the product of no civil-rights
organization; it is endemic in
the American scene, part and
parcel of United States history;
and our contemporary power
structure is even now engaged
in one of the most violent and
terrible wars in our mnation’s
history.

We marvel at the courage of
the men, women, and young peo-
ple who have engaged in the
civil-rights movement on the
basis of peaceful and nonviolent
direct action . . . . We believe
that it has not been in vain, that
it has achieved many of its objec-
tives, and that this is no time to
desert its banners.

Yet the white community must
know that killings, police bru-
tality, and personal indignities to
black people must not continue.
The issue of violence lies on the
doorstep of the white community,
and both the local and federal
governments.

On Unity ... and Dissent

. There is today a caleulated at-
tempt to divide the civil-rights
movement, to cail one set of
organizations responsible and an-
other set irresponsible. We be-
lieve that everyone genuinely
concerned with an effective move-
ment is a responsible person, and
must work for the inclusion in one
parallel stream of the many or-
ganizations embracing different
emphases . ., ..

Included must be those whose
ideas are gadflies, serving to
sting the conscience of America
with its racist heritage, and who
advocate that profound social
change which will bring about
equal economic opportunity and
genuine brotherhood . . .

We oppose all who seek to
stifle honest dissent, be they in
the White House, in the Con-
gress, in the state legislatures,
in the courts, or on the local
scene. Those who attack civil-
rights organizations that are
raising the guestions which
white America must face are
denying our society the op-
portunity to examine what is
destroying us. Those who raise
these basic guestions are doing
a service to the commonwealth
that must be defended. To-
gether we venture forth, or
together we perish.

Acttacks Weaken Us All

(Resolution adopted by SCEF Board of Directors, October 29, 1966)
We are outraged at the eurrent attacks on SNCC, CORE, and
other militant civil-rights organizations.

Alabama Christian Movement for
Human Rights in Birmingham;
Miss Margaret Rigg, professor
of art at Florida Presbyterian
College, St. Petersburg; Mrs,
Corinne Freeman Smith, commu-
nity leader in New Orleans; and
Dr. Harvey Webster, professor
at the University of Louisville,

Jack Peebles, New Orleans at-
torney, was elected a vice-presi-
dent of SCEF. Mrs. Clarice Camp-
bell of Mississippi, formerly as-
sistant secretary, was elected sec-
retary to fill a vacancy in that
office. Mrs. Rosalyn Laventhal of
New OQrleans was elected assist-
ant secretary.

We view these attacks as an effort to undermine and finzlly de-
stroy the whole c¢ivil-rights movement in America.

We especially deplore the singling out of individual leaders for
personal persecution. We believe that Stokely Carmichael shounld
not be made a scapegoat for Ameriea’s social problems.

As we say in our policy statement of thiz date: “Those who
attack civil-rights leaders and organizations that are raising the
guestions which white America must face are denying our seciety
the opportunity to examine what is destroying us.”
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