





THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT
3 IMPORTANT PAMPHLETS OFFERED

Three interesting and important
pamphlets on school integration are now
available. They describe how Baltimore,
St. Louis and Washington, D. C., suc-
cessfully desegregated their school sys-
tems.

Their titles are: “Desegregation in the
Baltimore City Schools,” issued by the
Maryland Commission on Interracial
Problems and Relations; “Saint Louis
Integrates Its Schools,” by the St. Louis
League of Women Voters, and “The
Right of Every Child” by the American
Friends Service Cemmittee.

Because these three cities have Negro
populations which exceed those of many
Deep South locales, the detailed deserip-
tion of school board and community
procedure have wide interest. One strik-
ing paragraph from the Baltimore re-
port declares:

“Only a very small proportion of the
white teachers and principals indicated
in advance of desegregation that they
considered their groups prepared to con-
duct integrated school programs . . . .

A majority indicated their belief that
some type of in-service training or re-
education was necessary to achieve max-
imum success in integrated schools . . .
While the sampling was small and not
especially scientifie, the results suggest
that ‘readiness’ for integration is not
something which can be induced and
that teachers may be better prepared
for a change than they themselves
realize.”

The SCEF is offering these pamphlets
to any reader who writes for them. Also,
to groups in the South who may wish to
hear them, the SCEF has available tape-
recordings of speeches made before the
New Orleans Citizens Forum on Integra-
tion by speakers from those three cities:
Rev. Allen Hackett, St. Louis; Dr. Mazx-
garet Butcher, Washington, D. C.; Dr.
Thomas A. Van Sant, Baltimore. The
tapes run approximately an hour and a
half each.

Persons interested in the pamphlets
and/or tape recordings should write:
SCEF, Room 404, 822 Perdido Street,
New Orleans, La.

Books in Brief

THE STRANGE CAREER OF JIM
CROW, by C. VANN WO0ODWARD, Ox-
ford University Press, N.Y.C., $2.50.

Most people do not know that Jim Crow
has a history, and are unaware that the
laws disfranchising Negroes and estab-
lishing separate facilities are of recent
origin. Most of these statutes were
passed in the 15-year period 1895-1910.
You will understand what is happening
today much better after you have read
this slender volume of only 152 pages by
a distinguished Southern historian now
at John Hopkins University.

THE STORY OF THE NEGRO, by
ARNA BONTEMPS, illustrated by RAY-
MOND LAFKIN, Alfred A. Knopf, N.Y.,
$3.00.

Further evidence that fact can be just
as absorbing as fiction. This history,
from earliest time to the present, was
written originally for young people, but
is appropriate for everyone.

PREJUDICE AND YOUR CHILD,
What you can do about it, by KEN-
NETH CLARK, $2.50.

FRATERNITIES WITHOUT BROTH-
ERHOOD, A campus report on social
and religious prejudice, by ALFRED
McCLuNG LEE, $1.95.

CITIZENS GUIDE TO DESEGREGA-
TION, A study of social and legal

change in American Life, by HERBERT
HILL and JACK GREENBERG, $1.45.

Three useful new books for your li-
brary on human relations, published by
the Beacon Press, 25 Beacon Street, Bos-
ton 8, Mass.

A MANUAL OF INTERGROUP RELA-
TIONS, by JoHN P. DEAN and ALEX
ROSEN, University of Chicago Press,
$3.75.

This book brings together the distilled
wisdom and experience of many persons
skilled in the field of human relations.
It will be helpful to everyone seeking
to reduce discrimination and segregation
in their organizations and community.

*
Dixie “Manifesto’®
Disregards Facts

The “Declaration of Constitutional
Principles” signed by 19 Southern sen-
ators and 77 representatives was a doc-
ument of pure political expediency. The
best that can be hoped of it is that no
one takes seriously its talk of ‘“naked
judicial power,” “outside agitators,” and
“chaos and confusion in the state direct-
ly affected.”

The declaration made no positive sug-
gestions. What is worse it did not ac-
curately appraise the situation in the
South they presumed to speak for. They
did not consider:

n

1) An estimated 2,000 Negro students
are attending formerly all-white colleges
and universities in eight Southern states.
Half of the state-supported institutions
of higher learning—104—in 17 Southern
and border states have integrated.

2) According to Southern School News,
approximately 256,000 Negro school chil-
dren—ten per cent of the total Negro
enrollment in 17 Southern and border
states—are in ‘“‘integrated situations.”

3) A Gallup Poll survey published
March 1 indicates that 55 per cent of
the whites in the South believe ‘“the
day will come” for complete integration
of the races. Only 33 per cent said No.
(Among Negroes the replies were 70
per cent affirmative, 15 per cent no.

No one need read the congressional
declaration twice to see that the philos-
ophy expressed is akin to White Citizens
Council doctrine. And the congressmen
would do well to study the story appear-
ing in the New York Times of March 14
which points out that racial tension is
causing ‘“hesitation on the part of sev-
eral large industrial companies to open
new facilities in the South.”

Leonard Yaseen of Fantus

(Continued on Page 4.)

Faciory

Catholies
(Continued from Page 1.)

open to automatic excommunication.
Emile A. Wagner, Jr., member of the
Orleans Parish school board and Cath-
olic layman, countered by deploring
Jack’s appearance at the church forum,
citing the latter’s “record” in the files
of the House Un-American Activities
Committee. Later, on March 17, Wagner
announced he was going to serve as
president of a sort of Catholic White
Citizens Council—a group open only to
Catholics of “the Caucasian race” which
would study the problems of “compul-
sory integration” and expose ‘“Communist
influence” in integration movements.

On the state level, Louisiana attorney
general Fred S. LeBlanc sought to in-
voke an old anti-KKK law to force dis-
solution of the NAACP. The law, which
has not been enforced since the twenties,
requires virtually every type of organi-
zation to file membership lists.

And, on March 20, the Citizens Forum
on Integration held its third meeting
in New Orleans. This is the group whose
initial efforts to present a sympathetic
discussion of school problems met bitter
resistance and pressure from school
board officials and super-patriots, (see
the SP for December, 1955). Speaker at
the forum was Thomas A. Van Sant of
the Baltimore department of education.
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LETTERS

To the Editor:

The reaction here (to the Lucy Case)
was very strong . . . always, when the
Alabama affair was brought up, the same
words were used over and over:—“Too
bad for the States” “All the world watch-
ing the States”. “The States say—We
are friends—We don’t believe it.” To the
Mexicana the U.S. is responsible and
that’s that. They are not concerned with
and know little about special problems
of the “Deep South.” They do know that
many of their people have suffered dis-
crimination in the U.S.A. The Norte-
americanos whom I have met here, among
those active in the Instituto Cultural

Mexicano-Norteamericano, have deplored

the action of the Univ. of Alabama. Many
of them seemed to feel a sense of shame
and humiliation. I sent the headline
clippings and editorial to Miss Lucy and
hope the translation will be no prob-
lem.

HELEN MALLERY,

Guadalajara, Mexico

* * e

To the Editor:

Do you think there is any way to get
the Defense Department to declare these
turbulent southern cities off limits to the
military personnel until they obey the
law of the land? This would really cool
them off quick.

Name withheld,
Montgomery, Alabama
* * *
To the Editor:

Our Northern Negroes are just one of
the rest of us, naturally, but they have
grown up with all of us. Some of the
brightest students we had were of that
race. One of our boys, very bright, and
morzally upright is now a teacher or
professor at Tuskegee, I'm told. One of
our girls outclassed many in her class for
studiousness and dignity. We all loved
her, and remember her.

It is my firm conviction you should fol-
low Adlai Stevenson and Estes Kefauv-
er’s advice—go slowly and kindly and all
will be adjusted.

E. W. MEYER, (retired teacher)
Berkeley, Calif.
* ¥ *
To the Editor:

Your letter at hand asking for funds
that the Nation might be mongrelized.

You say you want to feel like you are
as good as white people.

I think that if you felt that you want
to be as good as good Negroes, the idea
would be far better. There are a lot of
very ‘“onery” white people as well as
“onery” Negroes.

The Roosevelt woman and Aubrey Wli-
liams are of the lower type and as you
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feel they are the white people you want

to be like, I cannot go along with you.
(Name withheld)
Clarksdale, Miss.
* * *

To the Editor:
After considering the matter care-
fully, I decided not to sign (the Hen-
nings petition) It is my con-
sidered opinion that tempers on both
sides of the issue are too hot just now
for a hearing by Senator Hennings’
subcommittee on Constitutional Rights to
accomplish any useful purpose. The very
fact that the committee was meeting in
Mississippi would probably further in-
flame tempers.
Everybody knows that Negroes and
other minority groups . .. are being dis-
criminated against in the United States
. . . But wouldn’t it be better not to push
this matter of antisegregation for a
while and so give the Southern people
a chance to adjust themselves to the Su-
preme Court ruling?
MRs. T. P. STAFFORD,
Kansas City, Mo.
* * £

To the Editer:

We are holding the state basketball
tournament here this week. Both Blue-
field* and West Virginia State College™
are participating. Bluefield won the
first game and is still in the running.
West Virginia State lost by 4 points in
its first game. Everything going fine.
How different from Alabama, Mississip-
pi and Louisiana.

JAMEs L. Hupp,
West Virginia
Wesleyan College
Buckhannon, W. Va.

* Ed. note: Formerly zattended only by
Negrees, now integrated.

To the Editor:

I think your aims for integration are
good, but your accent on the religious
angle detracts from their effectiveness.
That may not be so in the South where
I understand the bible is an authoritative
reference work, but it applies more to
other sections of the country which look
upon the bible as merely a work of fiction

T. W. TEECE,
Los Angeles, Calif.

Mississippi
(Continued from Page 1.)

from their shelves by defenders of racial
“purity.”

The Jones County grand jury on Feb.
29 issued a report accusing publishing
houses of trying to tear down segre-
gation, and the county superintendent of
education promised to ‘“clean up” the
shelves of school libraries. School texts
were already being screened, he said.

And while $5,000 is being earmarked
for rare (not to say raw) books, Mis-
sissippi’s Governor J. P. Coleman says
a budget deficit was the reason an 18-
months-old child was denied admittance
to University Hospital in Jackson. The
infant girl, badly burned in a farmhouse
fire, was turned away; she died twelve
hours after being accepted in a Vicks-
burg hospital, some 100 miles away.
Coleman said that University Hospital
had incurred a $250,000 deficit because
of an excessive number of charity pa-
tients and he had warned its officials to
stay within their funds.

Never has the luxury of race prejudice
been indulged in more by a region that
could afford it less.

Dixie “Manifesto’
(Continued from Page 3.)

Locating Service was quoted as saying:
“This feeling may be temporary, but it’s
there. And it’s based exclusively on
hard-headed business prospects, not re-
lated to where the sympathies of man-
agement lie on the question of integra-
tion.”

The declaration gave prospective in-
dustrialists no reassurances.
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