




THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT 

AUBREY WILLIAMS: ADVICE TO UNIONS AND CHURCHES 

(The following is an excerpt from the speech given by SCEF president 
Aubrey Williams at the annual convention of the National Lawyers Guild 

in Detroit, Feb. 12. It touches on two of the cruel facts of the contem- 
porary scene—the rise of the White Citizens Councils and the ambiguous 
role of Southern churches and unions—and makes concrete suggestions 

as to the steps men of good will in the South and over the nation should 
take.) 

What then can be done? How can the 

South be brought to accept the Negro as 
an equal under law? 

I find myself in agreement with Mr. 

Adlai Stevenson when he says we must 

work thru education and we must give 

certain parts of the South time to make 

the change over from the present climate 

of opinion to the desired climate. 

I am not sure I would mean the same 

thing Mr. Stevenson does by “education.” 

In saying this I do not mean to belittle or 

minimize the important part schools and 

colleges have played and must continue to 

play in the opening up of mental horizons 

formerly closed and of getting light and 

truth into minds formerly dark and un- 

sure but I do not think we can depend 
upon the schools or institutions of higher 

learning to do what needs to be done. For 

there is much more that needs to be done, 

for example there is much that organized 

labor can do, Internationals can do much. 

The C.I.O. at one time was doing the 

sort of thing which needs now to be done. 

It was holding schools at Highland Folk 

School at Monteagle, Tennessee, where 

union leaders from all parts of the South 

  

BILBO & UNCLE TOM 
Aubrey Williams told this “Bilbo 

story” to the Lawyers Guild. Its pun- 

gent point has pertinence today, and 

it deserves wider circulation: 

One time Bilbo got fed up with all 

the criticism of conditions in Missis- 

sippi, so he decided to disprove it for 

once and all by having old Uncle Tom 

testify as to how Negroes were treat- 

e¢d there. 

He brought Uncle Tom to the broad- 

casting studio and, on a nationwide 

network, urged him to talk. 

“Do they hear me in New York?” 

Uncle Tom asked. 

“Yes, yes. Go ahead.” 

“And in San Francisco?” 

“Yes.” 

“And Chicago.’ 

“Everywhere, they’re listening. So 

talk.” 

Uncle Tom coughed, then grabbing 

the mike with both hands, said: 

“Help!”     
  

gathered and were exposed to the broad- 

ening attitude of their Internationals. It 

was a very sad day when this was 

stopped. You do not get rid of a man’s 

prejudice by signing him up in a union. 
In many ways unions are the key to this 

situation. They can do a great deal by 

again undertaking group education of 

their leaders. Nothing probably holds 

out more promise than this. 

The same is true of the churches. Most 

every Southern church is a member of a 

national body. These national bodies 

have a responsibility and an opportunity. 

They have done a great deal already. But 

they need to do more and they need to do 

it now. The next six months are crucial. 

The white citizens councils are made up 

largely of church members, and members 

of organized labor. These White Citizens 

Councils are the most dangerous. 

It is true that the politicians are most 

often the actual leaders and propose the 

courses to be taken—but they act in 

accordance with the number and ve- 

hemence of such masses as show up in 

such movements as the WCC. When such 

groups begin to dwindle politicians adopt 

softer adjectives and propose less violent 

action. They depend upon and are en- 

tirely responsive to the common neople— 

therefore the great importance of organ- 

ized, overt work by national church group 

and unions just now in the South. 

There are large number of courageous 

ministers and laymen in all denomina- 

tions in the south. They need support 

and help. More often what they are 

getting is a demotion to a small post for 

having stood up for the Negro. They are 

more often than otherwise punished by 

their boards of trustees—or their bishop 

—for standing up for the teachings of 

Christianity. 

What I am trying to say is that we 

have got to counteract with every intelli- 

gent peaceful means at our disposal those 

forces which are again poisoning and 

debauching the Southern mind. For we 

are seeing again happen what has hap- 

pened at least three or four times before. 

Times when the South was on its wav to 

rid itself of this paralyzing and parasitic 

growth upon its body, only to have the 

forces of prejudice, ignorance, and greed 

rise and fill men’s mind with hatred and 

fears and turn what was about to be a 

liberating of the Negro into a new set of 

denials and discriminations. We nee to 

counter this with forces of good will, 

enlightment and education in =2ll the 

senses of that concept. We need to give 

aid and help to every organization, every 

individual who is willing to go even a 

short way in the direction of getting the 

South to more fully accept the principles 

of equality for all citizens. 

We need understanding, not criticism. 

We need positive help, not pious lament- 

ine that there are still men who think 

and act as some Southerners do. We need 

help for organizations and individuals, 

not reprisals and punitive legislation. 

We need to do it by example. 
  

Letters: More on Patriot's ““Tone"*’ 
To the Editor: 

I have just been reading the November 

issue of the Patriot and have taken to 

heart the tone of some of the letters; one 
writer felt the language used in discus- 

sing the Eastland report was too much 

like that of the Communist press. I don’t 

know much about the Communist press, 

but I do know that even the most noble 

causes can be hindered by intemperate 

language. When the children of light 

employ the methods of the children of 

darkness, they may be understood. 

The American Legion is certainly one 

of the disintegrating forces of our time. 

It seems to have no broad, constructive 

policies, but stands waiting to attack 

what may be called the forces of emanci- 

ration. It gets. behind, or attracts into 

itself all the jealousies and hatreds of the 

former bodies of ‘“shirters” and other 

Fascist movements, and inevitably fights 

anything like the Fund for the Republic. 

The ACLU is a kind of perennial target 

for such elements in our society, but it 

has weathered many attacks, and I am 

sure the SCEF will do the same. 

MARJORIE F. WARNER, 

Walpole, New Hampshire. 

To the Editor: 

Your information is important and in- 

teresting. I dislike your violent mode of 

expression—agreeing with the letter 

from Bob Childers of Houston, Texas. 

Dr. Allen Hackett’s address is excel- 

lent; why not copy his calm, firm, un- 

(Continued on Page 4.) 
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“Health and Morals’ Plea Refuted 

(Continued from Page 1.) 

“1. That disease has nothing to do with 

race; 

“2. That people of lower intelligence 

and income levels normally have corre- 

sponding higher incidence of disease; 

“3. That figures used as a basis for 

their conclusions are from public insti- 

tutions alone, and cannot reflect a true 

picture of health conditions in the com- 

munity; 

“4, That because of lower earning pow- 

er, Negroes must avail themselves of 

public-health facilities in a much larger 

number than their percentage in the to- 

tal population; 

“5. That the health record of Negroes 

as obtained from public institutions is in 

line with the high attendance records of 

Negroes at those institutions.” 

In response to inquiries sent to cities 

in other parts of the country where in- 

tegration is in effect, these opinions were 

expressed: 
Dr. Lloyd Florio, manager, department 

of health and hospitals, Denver, Colo.: 

“Insofar as Denver is concerned and the 

situation as it exists here, we have had 

no health problem as a consequence of 

integration of Negro and white students. 

We are not aware of any disease prob- 

lem in Denver either among the students 

or the general population as a result of 

the intermixing of the races in our 

schools.” 
Dr. Frederick H. Allen, director, Phil- 

adelphia Child Guidance Clinic: “I can 

say, from my experience, certainly there 

is no harm and many times benefit comes 

from allowing children, white and black, 

to attend the same schools. The irra- 

tional reasons quoted (in the New Or- 

leans school board brief) indicate the ex- 
tremes of fear. . . . The adult culture 

with such fears can have a powerful in- 

fluence on children and thus perpetuate 

a cleavage between groups of different 

racial and colored members.” 
From Dr. George M. Uhl, Los Angeles 

city health officer, came a brisk “Is no 

problem here.” 
Dr. Roland P. Mackay, distinguished 

alumnus of Emory University: “In the 

South and in the nation generally the two 

races mix freely not only in work and in 

play, but in the homes of our people. 

There is no reason to think that their 

association in schools would add any ad- 

ditional factor from a health standpoint. 

From a psychological standpoint, on the 

other hand, great benefits would accrue, 

in my opinion, if segregation were end- 

ed, since it would promote a lessening of 
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tensions, a banishment of fear of each 

race for the other, and a most healthful 

development of tolerance and democratic 

attitudes.” 

Dr. David G. Mandelbaum of the De- 

partment of Anthropology, University of 

California: “While it does not behoove 

a Californian to controvert the opinions 

of some learned citizens of Louisiana 

about education in Louisiana, yet I firm- 

ly believe that the weight of scientific 

evidence will prove that educational in- 

tegration will benefit the health, the 

moral stability, and the education of 

Louisiana children, both white and Ne- 

gro. 
“It is my opinion that the great indus- 

trial, agricultural and commercial prog- 

ress which the people of Louisiana have 

made in the present century can endure 

only if the coming generations have an 

opportunity for a first-class education. 

And Louisiana’s white children cannot 

get a modern, twentieth-century educa- 

tion if the educational system is handi- 

capped by nineteenth century ideas about 

segregation. Under modern conditions 

these ideas—as shown in the studies of 

military segregation—have proved to be 

as harmful to white as they are to Ne- 

groes.” 

An inquiry to the American Public 

Health Assn. brought a copy of a reso- 

lution adopted by its governing council 

last November. It read in part: 

“Resolved, that the American Public 

Health Assn. affirms its conviction of the 

desirability of full racial integration in 

health services and facilities, and be it 

further 

“Resolved, that the . . . association rec- 

ommend that its members and sections 

act to implement these principles in their 

own programs and communities.” 

The committee which drafted and 

unanimously approved the resolution in- 

cluded doctors from all parts of the coun- 

try. 

Further research is under way—with 

special emphasis on the opinions of 

Southern medical men. 

LETTERS 
(Continued from Page 3.) 

sensational factual attitude? It seems to 

me no excuse to violate the “Christian 

heritage of peace” just because others do. 

Set them an example and state facts. 

(Miss) E. B. PIPER, 

Cambridge, Mass. 

To the Editor: 

I am disturbed that some of your read- 

ers should take exception to the some- 

what “vitriolic” language of your front- 

page editorial in the September Patriot, 

in view of the fact that this editorial 

reflected an indignation all too under- 

standable in the context of the account in 

the rest of the issue. 

But I am even more disturbed that as 

a result, readers should seriously con- 

sider stopping their support of a cause 

that seems so fundamental if we wish to 
present to the world the example of a fair 

and functioning democracy which we con- 

sider clearly superior to the regime in 

communist countries, because all of our 

citizens are supposed to be treated with 

equal dignity as free human beings. 

I had hoped that the days of hysteria 

were over in which everything was re- 

garded with suspicion and unworthy of 

support because it happened to coincide 

with some of the basic concepts held by 

communists. 

IRMGARD LENEL, 

Santa Monica, Calif. 
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