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AUBREY WILLIAMS: THE SOUTH AT THE CROSSROADS AGAIN 

(Aubrey Williams, president of the 

SCEF, has spurred the conscience of the 

South. on many occasions in years past. 

His most recent statement, printed below, 

again summarizes the regional situation 

with accuracy and presents a challenge 

Southerners cannot deny.) 

I don’t know how to say what is in my 

heart on what is happening in the South 

today in regard to the decision of the 

Supreme Court outlawing segregation. 

I suppose the best way is just to say it in 

the most simple and honest way that I 

know how. 

Well, here goes. 

First, I am a Southerner, born and bred 

in the South, in Alabama; but I am an 

inhabitant and a citizen of the United 

States also, and have been all of my 

life. 

I was brought up to believe in the 

words and teachings of three documents, 

they were all sacred in my home; the 

Bible, the Bill of Rights and the Consti- 

tution. 

I was taught to respect the rights of 

others; to never bear false witness; to 

honor my father and mother and to do 

unto others as I would have others do 

unto me. 

To me these words and teachings of 

the Old and New Testament were sup- 

ported by the words which our founding 

fathers wrote into the Bill of Rights and 

the Constitution, such as: 
“We hold these truths to be self- 

evident, that all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable rights, that 

among these are life, liberty and the 

pursuit of happiness, . ..” 

These and similar words I have always 

regarded as the basis of our Constitution 

and laws. 

Therefore, what is happening in the 

South today seems to me to flout and 

mock the teachings of the Bible, the Bill 

of Rights and the Constitution. And I 

think most Southerners feel that way 

about it, but do not know what to do 

about it. 
I cannot believe the ministers of the 

Churches of Montgomery condone, much 

less approve the forceable removal, hand- 

cuffing and taking to jail of a 13-year-old 

Negro girl from a bus because she would 

not get up and give her seat to a white 

person. Yet not one of these men of re- 

ligion raised his voice in protest. Nor 

did any lawyer, physician, teacher or 

machinist. 
Still I do not believe that they ap- 

proved of it. I felt that the community 

was ashamed of what had happened, but 

lacked the leader who would ignite the 

spark to say it was an evil that should 

not be tolerated. 
I do not believe that most Mississip- 

pians go along with and approve the 

amendment giving the legislature the 

right to abolish public schools. Men 

voted as they did because they feared 

not to. 

I do not believe that most Southerners 

approve the economic reprisals being 

meted out to Negroes who sign petitions 

asking that the decision of the Court be 

carried out. I do not believe that they 

approve of what happened to a Negro 

who has been unable to get work since 

he signed such a petition, though he is 

a skilled workman, whose excellent work 

is known by every one in this particular 

community. I don’t think that the de- 

cent people of the South can forever re- 

main silent in the face of these and 

similar flagrant acts of injustice and law- 

lessness. 

But I have to admit that it has been 

a long and soreberidden road which the 

South has travelled since those unfor- 

tunate days when in the early years of 

1800 slavery was fed into its plains and 

deltas. There have been days when the 

clouds seemed near to clearing. There 

was the day in the 1830’s when the Legis- 

lature of Virginia came within 7 votes 

of abolishing slavery. There was the 

day when Wade Hampton, Governor of 

South Carolina, gave his pledge to Presi- 

dent Rutherford B, Hayes that he would 

see to it that Negroes would have all of 

the rights and opportunities that whites 

had, and went back home with a sincere 

determination to do it, and was well on 
his way to succeed when a few big plan- 

tation owners raised the cry against 

him and wrecked his efforts. There was 

the time that the populist movement led 

by Tom Watson included the Negro and 

was making solid headway toward the 

inclusion of the Negro in American po- 

litical life, only to have big business of 

the North, led by such men as Henry 

Grady, join hands with plantation own- 

ers of the South to put a stop to it. 

We are at another crossroads in the 

South. Which road will the South take? 

Will it be turned back into a culture 

which mocks the teachings of the Bible, 

which flouts the Bill of Rights and holds 

in contempt the Supreme Court? Or 

will it at long last become a full-fledged 

member of the United States and put 

into practice the teachings of the Bible 

and accept and put into effect the tenets 

of the Bill of Rights and the Constitu- 

tion which its own Southern forebears 

had such a large part in writing ? 
If history teaches one lesson above 

others it is that no people have ever be- 

come impaired or weakened or destroyed 

by extending to others the blessings and 

opportunities by which they themselves 

have become strong. 

Above all else, these difficult days, we 

in the South should remember this fact. 
AUBREY WILLIAMS, 

Montgomery, Ala. 
  

Delegation that Conferred with Senator Langer. 
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Income Survey Shows Racial Inequities 

According to a Census Bureau sampl- 

ing, the median income of Southern fam- 

ilies in 1954 was $1,200 below that for 

the rest of the nation. And accounting 

largely for this gap was the low earn- 

ings of nonwhites. 

The family median in the South was 

$3,300, compared with about $4,500 for 
each of the other regions. For unrelated 

individuals the difference was even great- 

er, the South’s $800 contrasting with 

$1,200 for the North Central states, 

$1,400 for the West, and $1,600 for the 

Northeast. (The median is that point in 

a listing where as many items lie above 

as lie below.) 

Said the census report (Series P-60, 

No. 20, issued December, 1955): “The 

difference in income between the South 

and the rest of the Nation can be large- 

ly explained by two factors. First, a 

large proportion of the population in the 

South lives in rural areas and on farms. 

Furthermore, the South contains a larg- 

er percentage of nonwhites whose earn- 

ings are relatively low. When the an- 

alysis is restricted to urban residents, 

the income difference between the South 

and other regions is relatively small for 
whites. Among white urban families, 

the median income in the South was 

only about 10 per cent below that in the 

rest of the country. In contrast, the 

median for nonwhites in the South was 

about 25 per cent below that in the rest 

of the country.” 

If nonwhite Southern families earn 

one-fourth less than others. does their 

1954 income still not represent an in- 

crease over that of past years? Ac- 

cording to rough calculations, the pur- 

chasing power of nonfarm families in 

* 
1954 was about the same as in 1944, de- 

spite an increase in median income of 

more than a thousand dollars. By the 

same estimate, the actual cash income of 

rural and farm families was only $10 

over that of 1947, and the purchasing 

power was down more than $50 from that 

time. 

Putting the income of Negro families 

into his perspective, it would seem that 

the past decade—the postwar decade— 

has provided little economic advance. 

They have held their own, and have re- 

mained well below their white counter- 

parts. 

And the reason for this income gap is 

explained, with unconscious irony, by the 

Census Bureau: “The South contains a 

larger percentage of nonwhites whose 
earnings are relatively low.” In other 

words, because the Negro is in the South 

his income is low because he is a Ne- 

gro. 

  

LETTERS: Petition To Hennings Gets Wide Support 

To the Editor: 

Your petition to the Senate subcom- 

mittee on Constitutional Rights is one 

which every citizen who holds an honest 

belief in democracy and in human de- 

cency should feel a duty to sign. 1 

hope that your over-all efforts will be 

unceasing to bring about action by Con- 

gress and our federal agencies to pro- 

tect and uphold the civil rights of all 
people regardless of race, color, or 

creed. 

CHARLES C. DIGGS, JR. 

Member of Congress, 

Detroit, Mich. 

To the Editor: 

Just this note to say we are most glad 

to sign this petition. The recent Till 

case should, in itself, arouse the right- 

eous indignation of every Christian with 

any shred of conscience. My heart goes 

out to our Negro brethren who suffer the 

insult and injury of pride and prejudice. 

God grant courage and wisdom to those, 

like you and the group you direct, who 

take your stand with those who have no 

“standing,” who speak a word for those 

who have no “voice.” 

GAYLE SPANN, 

Minister, Presbyterian Church 

USA, Dallas, Tex. 

To the Editor: 

I am returning the petition today. I 

kept it some days, hoping to get an- 

other name or two, but with no success. 

This is a hard place to get “signers.” 

4 

Feople are afraid—and I do not keep a 

car, so am not able to see as many as 

I might otherwise. 

BERTHA E. DAVIS, 

Orlando, Fla. 
sk & 5 

Comment on back of Hennings petition: 

I am 77-years old and don’t circulate 

around as I used to. But for myself I 

say, more power to you, Senator Hen- 

nings. Don’t be pressured into hushing 

up disagreeable facts if you can possibly 

avoid it. These things need to come out 

into the open so we can get away from 

this senseless and dangerous gag on 

most of our civil liberties. 

Minority groups are the ones especial- 

ly hard hit. Americans generally don’t 

know, but the rest of the world does. We 

are losing our good name . .. Do help us 

to get back to the practice of the Bill of 

Rights and the kind of America I grew 

up in, where people could enjoy their 

freedoms of thought and religion, and 

have due process before the courts, and 

not be fined and jailed by a congression- 

al committee which has no power under 

our Constitution to meddle in that type 

of investigation. 

L. F. KELLOGG, 

(Retired educator) 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
ES ES ES 

To the Editor: 

Your organization is as alien to the 

South as Red China. I don’t know how 

the hell you got my name, but I hope 

you will remove it from your mailing 

list. I am certainly not interested in 

making the South a big mulatto family. 

(Name withheld) 

Kensington, Md. 
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