FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE January 27, 1967

JOINT STATEMENT OF THE STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE AND THE MOVEMENT
FOR FUERTO RICAN INDEPENDENCE (MOVIMIKNTO FRO INDEPENDENCIA, M.P.I.), N.Y. Branch

Yesterday, January 26th, in San Juan, Puerte Rice, a joint statement was
signed by representatives of SNCC, M. P.I., and the University Federatien fer
Independence (Federacion de Universitarios Pro Independencia F.U.P.I.). In
this statement, the three ‘organizations affirmed the need for a joint strug-
gle against the political, ecopnomic, social and cultural oppression inflicted
upomns the Afro-fmerican and Puerto Rican peoples by the United states. Just
as black power signifies the struggle for liberation and the control nf #fro-
American cemmunities by black people, the independence struggle in Puerto
Rice aims for control by Puertn Ricans of their own lives and the wealth of
their country. Black people constitute a eolony within the United States;
Puerto Rico is 2 colony mutside the United States.

In that statement and during subsequent meetings in New York, the three
erganizations have agreed to work together on the domestic and international
tevels in the following ways:

1) Joint action against the draft in particular and the American
‘war in Vietnam in penersl, to'be carried eut by Afro-imericans
and Puerts Ricans in the urban phettoes of this country;

2) Joint action for betier housing, education and living condi-
tions generally, as wall as apainst poliee brutality, in the
urban ghettoes;

3) Joint action to bring international foeus to the problems af
Afro-imericans and tn the Puertn Rican struggle for indepen-
dence, oONCC has agreed te offer it's assistance in M.P.I.'s
efferts to raise the celanidal case of Puerte Rien at the
Unized Nations during it's current sessiom. M.P.I. and F.U.P.I.
will offer their assistance in bringing international atien-
txon to the case of Afro-fmericans, partionlarly in the United
jations. The guestion will be raised there not as a domestie

issue but a matter of concern in-all humanity, i.e., not -as a
westion of civil rights but human rights.

Tn <he immediate future, the ergenizations hope to conduct joint demon-
strazions during the visit_tu New York of Bragilian President-Elect Arturo
Cpsta e Siiva, Dé Silva, who 15 scheduled to take power on March 15th,
-epresents the forces of military dictatorship, supported by the United States;
va::ninuat.ion of Brazil's economic poliey which has maintained the poverty of
=illions; and support for Pnrtuguese ‘colonial demination in Africa,. De 5ilva
nas, in a serdes of stat&mants‘,' indicated that he will seek American military
muprort to suppresa so-called "external subversion" in Brazil -- in effect,
movements for basic change to benﬁfit the impoverished of Brazil.

for Further Information, call: SNCC 989 1313 (hrea code 212)
"7 New Yerk SNCC effice

M.P.I. 675 TLk3 (Area code 212)
New York Branch, M.P.I.



