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The cemplaint points out that as of Novembe®, 196lm the date of the last
general election of County officers in Lowndes County, no Negroes were register-
edto vote in Lewndes County, although more that 80% of the County's population
were llegroes, and that the "defendents office holders constitute the entire
governmental machinery of the County who hold office throupgh the elective process
and in their capacity as svch represent an& are agents of the minority eof the
population who have uwnlawfully seized and retained pclitical power..."

It further peints out that "the laws of the State of Alabama provide for
a li-yeat term of office for 211 County officisls with the exception of a 6-yean
term for Circuit Judge, Probate Judge, and members of the County Board of Ed-
ucation., Under the said laws the dates of election are staggered so that a 6-
year period is required in order to replace 211 County offices...In 1966, the
offices of Sheriff, Coroner, Circuit Solicitor, County Solicitor, Tax Assessor,
Tax collector, and Board of Fducation" will be filled; "in the peneral elections
of 1968, the members if the Board of Revenue and the Superintendent of Education®
will be elected; "in the genersl elections of 1970y the offices of Circuit Judge
Cirenit Clerk and Probate Judge" will be filled.

The comrlaint askes an order of the conrt declaring that the defendent of-
fice holders have been ullerally elected, declaring each of the offices vacant,
but permitting all of the defandents to continuve o hold such offices as de facto
officers until certification of the results of the genersl elections of 1966,
and direeting "that at the next pgeneral elections to be held under the laws fo
the State of Alabama in Hovember,1966, the following uncxpired terms of the
following officds be Pilled in addition to those otherwise prescribed by Ala-
bama law, mamely, the offices of the Board of Revenue and County Superintedent
of Schools to be filled for the unexpired term up to the gemeral elections of
1968, and the offices of Circuit Judgem Circuit Clerk, and Probate gudge to be
fille for the unerpired term up to the peneral elections of 1970."

There are 12, 425 Negroes in Lowndes County out of a county population
of 15,L17. Since March elose to 2,000 Herroes have reristered to vote. The
Lowndes County “hriﬁtian Movement claime to have organized over 75% of the
Hegroes in the county, but meany are afraid to repistir to bote because of
intimidation., Ower 20 familiecs have been thrown off the land because of their

participation in the voter registration drive and the ASCS elections.





