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The Neg:o-ov;ned Concordia Esso Station on . US highv~<.!;l{ ?~ , i{l ~ F~rr~d<{y, L:~ ., 

was burned to the :GrOUi"1d Iat~ ··saturday, Decc nlber -18. · At about i~ Pl'-f . COfiE volunteer 

David \-!hatley. ~ea;d n ~oud report \-:hich he ~hought mj.~PJ h~ve been a firecrackcli . 

He learnc..'<! short l;i af'tcrrm.rds., 'ho\.tcvcr, t hnt ~inthon/HcCrane~·'s g<f ;> . station was 
.... - ~ 1.. • .. ") ~ ··- • , _ • ;-

on fire. 
• . ·- y ·I 

The entire Gtation 1·ras destroyed except for the fUel pumps, ~dicatii1g 

·that the fire rms dclibc:ratcly ~et. 

Fe~riday in _less_ than tHo months. 
. . 

About nine ueeks ago NcCarncy's insilrancc was · cancelled und· he had been 
. .,... '-·• ' --- ·-·-··----------· -~~::-~ ---;~----·------=-----~-- -----~~----.-

una'bl~ .to get other insm.ar:ce up to the time of. ·Sat;n.day' s' fire. The loss is ·•• •• .. --••· ' ., '"'·••-··----.. ~-------r~--·~ ..,---·-----
.1 • r .. . ~ . . ~"'fr • .._. 

estimated ?.t $6,000. l-lr·. NcCrancy,!la.s pot had p~:eyious~ troub~c : of this kirid but 

he recently j .. oincd the Deacons for ~fcnsc and JJ)stice. in Ferriday, an a.rm.ed N~gro 
· ·------------,-~·------· ---.. -----·- .. - --------- --·---~-

defense organization. : Two Negro churches in ·Ferriday_ have . also. rece:n~ly had thcp-

insurance cnnccllcd. i. 
. 

. Local police and the .. FBI were not•ifi.ed of the burn:ing. Ferr;iday police 

found a gasoline can in the ruins, one which Mr. 1-fcCraney could not identify j 
• r 

further indicating arson. . "! 

The · gas station.: burning is . the 4test in a serie_s of ,acts o! · ~acial 
- L . 

violence in Ferriday. Earlier in December night riders shot at four Negro 

-
buildings1 including the .home of ·Robert Lewis~ president of,_the Ferriday ~eedam 

Movement. In November · Leri·s' home ~s firebombed but not de.stroyeq. , . .Al~ ,.in 
~ .,. 9 ~ ,... - ., ; .4. • - .. • - • !' -'· 0 A. ... ,..... 

Nova!lber ~ a dozen member's of the Freedom Hovement p:l.cketi~lS the -Arcade. ~vie 

r, thea~ were attacked and beaten by white onlookers. 

Recently attorneys with the CORE Schola.rship1 Education and Defense Fund 

filed su?tt. :in f¥der~~,co~t~ to '~~s~gre~a~e gancord'ia ~ariSh -se_hools, .:incl\lding 
,I.. ""·..) '\ """ ... ; - -.1 -· .. 

Ferriday's1 in January. CeRE officials believe the acts of violence and 

intimidation in FC3'%Tiday, which is 63% Negro, are part . of a KKK-type campaign. 
II fl # # # 



- 2. 

-
Cir~ !=l ~>t~·--~:ces !J·8i1:-:ed to rr : 1rdo r~ ~- r.c::· ~ ... .;i.i:: ;.; t~~ u<;r:.·.t}Je\"i rj_e", f Jur 
l'Jt.J.t~ !:':!·311 c.::t~r€:ci 1-:r cl-~ ~~rriE ' ~b.U}) , ;_,;.h~~r';; l::.e :.~lso sle];;t, ...-~nd. set 
the place r-~fi::.•e. ':: he:r tl~en cir-:>n.c:-:; r::d then:x r~;..'1.n t<Ti t::-J sorr.,e infl:,.r.i­
z::[:ble fl'..lid ~- !'..C. d.eliber:~t~ly s~t him c,.flre . 1-': r. :.:orris livE~Cl t11!0 

-d.r'~:,~~ aftGr th.<~ · tr~:.. gaQ. ;y"; he r6fust:d tc t~ll:: o .. b:)Ut it. ~he FBI in-
vostieated; no arrests have ever baen made . 

'.:'h~ "sil•rt!r,:.Do:tl!lr• - r:ight~blb on ~ig-n·.-:::1y 65 \·:<:~ s the t B:-r..::;t?t ·()f·· a.n · 
tms•.1ccessfo.l .?. rse>n attecpt about :?ebrnury, 1965. 

The residence of 
encircled "ri th a 
(July, 19~.5~ 

Hr. Cleve Sint:leton on l Cth ·st. :bt ·was rj·rq=ri'xx 
ring of ~ti:u:~ burni!).6 r;asoline. \io.rning1 

~ . .. ... 

4. 111 '· • police shot a:1d killed ' a -.l'Tee;r:>·, Er. Pier-~efield., in his home 
.on Doty RQQ..A. 'l'he _l)laf. b.arricadad hinself in his hor1e vlith his two 
small.· ~hildren. : . One of the children \-:as shot. The hone was marked ' 

__ wi~~ ~vera .~Ufd~~d ., pulJ.et holes~ on ~J.~ fonr si~<: s• 

.5· . 'l'~1e r,ll9me , t;? f Hr. Hodgeson, 6th and ,Georc;ia, ."'!as bonbed about the 
I'irst of" thHf ye~.r~ 'l'here vras - consicierable d&!!lP..ge. ' . 

6. A bomb was also thro'vrn at the home of Re--"• Anthony \•fht te, blt:L~.:t.;.: 
cor. 9th and Georgia. · Less dnm~Ge• 
' - ' 3 -£1 I • I 

(l:o. s . S a.J?.d 6 occurred on t}1~ s~r.e night in autumn, 1965.) 
' . - - • J-- .. r...:. ::. ~ ...... . ... i:. ... ~ \. , . ..J ·: 

Shots \'tere fired. at -the otitsra.e :J.ghts in the \(hatley residence, and 
" f _. "" . + .. .... ,. ... ~ . ~ 

at the · home and ·store ::>f- l~r. ' Isaac Calhoun in east F~rriday·; . · 
7• 

V ~. JA'ed-raney 1 s gas station we.s burned b...;:yond repair on Dec. 18, 1965. 

10-. 

Thre'e r y-ettn-g ' :t:len->-a rrr;ste"d; charged 'lr.ri .th insultine; renarl:s to a ·'l!hi't.a 
~oman~ Tneywe rc: burned with cuttle prod.s, held-o-vernight. then re­
leased without charge. 

Gi~s::m :Duncan('llithhGld this narie.1) beaten by_:police.·on Dec. 17, 1965 
He "'as accused of peeping-tom actions. Afraid to sign 6.ffi6.avi t. 

' . t . f • 

11. .Attempt in early Hovember to bomb the home of Hobert Lewis on 6th 

I 

and Georgia St. · ~- .r-J ~ "' 'Mit 

12. A' m1t ·white ~ran; later identified,'. fired a shot ..into the ·home cti 
Robert Le-rris. l!o arrest 'f/HS made. 

'<" ' ~ ...... ~. s. ,...• 
<. -· .. •' 

1). Several sticl:s of dynamite v1ere placed under the home of David 
'What·ley ·o:ii Ja.nJ ... :}0, 1 ~-66 abo~t ) .a.m. Didc·not explode. -:~ . :> 

14. · Roy ~ittY-::>assa.ul-ted:" by Dep .. Sheriff Hom while pi1:kettng .:Arcf!de-..: 
Theater. This took place ln December. ·Hr. Twitty died several 

1.5. 

.. 

.--.. ,:;- .:..., (... .... · 

.A •moo. att~cl:led p1c1:e;ts~ in :ft:o?._.t , q~f t~e Arc."td2~ ~h_eat~~;;, . T,h~y- d.a_ma_: r d . ::.· 
the comJ car e:xtensi vely. This preceded the abovemen .. ioned incid ... :n 't. 
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