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Republican> meoabers of t.be llouae Subcomittee on lllect.iCilJ ysaterdayc 
blocked en attompt by Srutbern Democrats to •ote on a motion to dismiss 
the cllallenges to tbe seating of tl>e M1.ssiesinp1 Rouse delegatiOn. 
Representative Cw1eo E. Gooaell (R-!IY), wlto led tbe till)lt •~dnot the 
Soutl>em move, ~argued tl>at c-.ittoe rules proescribe hear1np.a in contested 
election cases. In the taee of the stiff GOP op!lOait;ion, Sul>ca,..J,ttea 
Chai....., Robert T. Aollllore (ll-sC') , waa toroce<l to scbe4ulc hcarinR~ on 
the dismissolmoYO. Tl\eoe a1·e to be held Monday, s.,..t.,.ber 13th at a,JO 
AM in tha u.s. Cap1tol llulldilul. The 11\0tioo to dismiss was <ntrooduc!ld 
on August 2Lth by .t91'r of tl>a :Ci ve Miaa1saipp1 Conp,:res,..on. 

In a tel.egram sant to attorneys ropreaent1ru>: tho Negro cont~stants, 
Chairman A•hmore apocihed thot tbe bear in"" were to ba h!!ld be!Und closed 
doors 8nd thllt "all argument will be confined strictly to the l!lOtiM to 
dism1ss. " 

In their wired reply, attomqs for contestants cited the ·~rttieel naeional 
public il!tp<Ttance" o.r the chaJl:-ngos, 8nd requested thst the hearin2s 
be open to tho pres•, l!cmb<!rs of Consr•••, trnd the public . They ar~roe~ 
that the Camd.ttee' s ovn rule!~ Pl'Ovide fer closed heariOils onlt in tbo event 
ot an el<t!cutiv,e session. 1be scheduled hearin.RS 1 tlle:r said 1 is "obvl,<'l!sly 
not ' executive a.essi.on' • •• ainca conteS"tanta • cx;nteDtees, and a t-tome;va 
hAve been invited to aJ)Ilear." 

Tb<1 lawyers fot:' the ccnteatsnta al&G !'e<\Uosted tbli. tile queat~on of the vol1i\ 
of last Movamber 1s Congressional elections in _(~sissippi be considered. 
They ukad that oxgumant be beard "on oont.ostants• dlll!orul •• thot the •••to 
or th.c aittins; Misel.S10ip-i l!embeTa be vacated sm thot ..... clocti= 
be hold in each Congressional District uniler such conditions as "ill 
Jl8l'!llit the full par~ioipatioo of 11•111'• citiz- o! M1osioeiw1in tho 
eel4cti on of H<lftbt'rs to rq:reeent th011 1n tl>e House of Re'preoont.attvu . " 

Iawrenc, Guyot, ~.haiman or tbe )118stsoipp1 Freec!m llenocratic P.ar~y, 
asid today in Jackson, ''Tho ottempt by tile Sou.thorn members of the 
Elections Suoooniolittee to farce • wte on tbe motion to dismi•• the choll<lllR< 
prO¥es tbat tho tl:1ssiss1pp1 CQ!Igt'e.'lsrnen am thair segreg~tionbt all:l.os 
are running seared. Tbey h8Ye seize<! upon a apuriout! technical al'IIUl".ent 
in o!'der to avoid eonfrontillg the real issue-Jiis sissi.,ni '• stato-en:forocd 
pol1Qy of llegro cl1aenfranchi$emmt. "lect1 O"'l Subccmn:l:~toe Chai>'>lan 
Ashmore and Houee Adm.iniatrat'\on CO"'!!itt.ea c;turlman llurleson bavo alrc~ 
j!iven OVflr¥ 1ndication thAt thev favor tho m.ove to cl1smtss th e chaUon~tes. 
flonday's l\earing3A which aro clooacl to tho public , ore • Gl.umsy ot'eOilll't, 
to logitimiza tbe ~'amnittco•s rutblcms• otratog'/'. 11 

"Tile action of the Republican manber& or the Subcctml"-t tee oro·'"" t~ ~ 
the ·iaauos raHed b)rtbe \lblawM GliCluoion <>f av~ 9()>t ci! tbe Nefl"oOll 
OV votin~ 888 in the l ast Nov..,ber1s ConRt"essional elections V.O far beyond 
the narrow contines of partisan 'Po11t1cs 1

11 f4r, ~ot said , 

Tho Chaiman of the MFDP also announced that mmdrocl5 of l'reed0111 Democrats 
will leave Mississippi on Saturday !or tlasb1np.ton. •1They ore ftOin~ t~ 
witness tlleir Eaith in tlie iJltoui t1 of our I!Yl1t<!m of reproscntativo 
ddlft~racy. The Executive Coo!lnlit.t eo of the M!'11P will P.O into elilerl!ency 
session toltig)lt V> COIUI:!der holding a state coovenl;jQn in l~ashinp,ton on 
t-londav. 11 




