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StJCC SKS t1CN.t\ 1A f . TO I JVESTIGATI: 
GOV . trli\LLACE ' S AIR !3/ SE SPEECH 

ATLANTA , GEORGIA - Secretary of Defense Robert S. l ciJamara has been 

asked to investigate the comMander of an Alabama Air Force base where 

Alabama G 01 rnor George Wallace is scheduled to appear February 2 . 

The St dent lonviolent Coordinating Committee ( S ICC ) asked McNa-

mara to investigate Colonel Richard Ault , Commander of Craig Air Force 

Base in Selma, Alabama , scene of a two - year SNCC voter registration 

drive . 

SNCC Chairman John Lewi.,J asked t1cNamara in a letter "what sort of 

leadership ~ s Colonel Ault showing to Negro and white troops when he 

moves ah a to brinp; se ,r cp:c ti n back on the base ." 

Lewis said tJallace , who last appeared in Selma b fore the local 

t:Jhi te Citi zens Council , was " a T!1an who advocates defi nee of the fed-

eral judiciary , the President nd the United States Constitut ion ." 

SNCC has twice before requested action from l1cNamara and Colonel 

Ault concer ning the base ' s policies toward s )regation in Selma . 

Most r cently , SNCC Ala 2r~a Project Director John Love asked Me -

Namara in necember , 1964 to pl(ce segregat d establishments in Selma 

'~off limit ~; " to Craig personnel after Tegro airmen testified i n federal 

court they were deni d servic2 in Selma r.estuarants and movie theatres . 

Lewis , who will be in Selm for a January 18 mass registration at -

tempt by 0ca1 J .grocs , q1oted a June 21 , 1963 directive from Presi-

d· ... nt Kennedy directive He Jamc.::.I':l to instruct base commanders to " take 

leadership :n the drive to desegrJgate off-base fa c ilit ies ." 

Governor Wallace ' s Febr.u ry 2 appearance at t he Crai Air Force 

Base Officer ' s Club is sponsored by the Selma and nallas County Cham-

ber of Com;;!erce . Leon Jones , newly elected Treasurer of the Chamber , 

was Chair~an of the DallDs County ~hite Citize .s Council , Lewis s·id . 

Salma was the Alabama birthplace of the racist Ci izens Councils . The 

Dallas County Citizens Council i~ the lareest in the state . 

Lewis s aid the racial situation in Selma " had worsened " since the 

two SNCC a~peals to Mclamara for ''positive action a~ainst se~re,ation 

in Selma . " 

W llacc ' s appearance Janucry 7 before the Tennessee School Board 

~ssociat ion also drew fire fron civil ri~hts leaders i n that state . 

Pccompanying Wallace to the February 2 meetin~ at Craig Air Forc e 

Base will be Cecil Jackson , Jr ., th ~overnor ' s l~qal adviser , who was 
his strate .ist for his " school house door " stand in Tuscaloos • 
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