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MI SS ISSIPPI AID PROJECTS REPAIR CENTERS 
REBUILD BURNED CHURCH 

HATTIESBURG, MISSI SS IPPI - Chris tmas vacation a id proj e c t s staffed by 

Northe rn and Southern c o llege students in three Mississippi towns have 

b een completed despite almost daily harrassment . 

34 white an d Negro students from nine Southern states worked 

on service project s here ~nd in Mer i d i a n. 38 vo lunteers workers - most 

f rom Ob er lin Co llege in Ohio - help e d rebuild a Ripley, Mississippi 

church destroyed by a rsonists last Octob~r. 31. 

The Hatti e s b urg a nd Merid ian pro jects - staffed ~y student 

v olunt eers f rom th e South e rn Student Org a nizing C om~ittee (S SO C) in 

c ooperation with th e Mis sissippi-wide Council of Fe d erat ed Organizat ionE 

( CO FO) i nvo l ved pa inting a nd remodling the Dewey Stree t and Pa l me r ' s 

Cro s s ing Commun ity Cent ers in Ha tti e sburg a nd the COFO Ce nte r in Meri-

di a n. 

The Ripley group rebuilt the Antioch Baptist Church from the 

g r o und up. The church was d es troyed by fire after the Freedom Democra-

tic Party s pons or ed a mass meeting there. Christmas service s were held 

in th~ church Decemb e r 25. Over 90 people attended, and h eard Cleve~ 

l a nd Sellers , proj e ct director i n the a r e a for the Student Nonvielent 

Coordinating Commi ttee (S NC C), r emind the audience that ''Jes us wa s also 

a c a rpenter.'' The Ob e rlin group tha t aided th e rebuilding ca lle d them-

s e lv e s "Carpenters For ChrL·· trnas". 

Students working in Ripley said they were fired on once. Ex -

plo sives destroy e d mailboxe s a t sev e ral Negro homes and the window of 

a car owned by a Negro minister here. In Hattiesburg, SNCC worker Ed 

H2mlett wa s beaten by a store owner while trying to buy supplies for 

the rernodling project. 
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