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Nonvio~ent Ccnrd1nat1ng Cnmmitt"'~ bas a Tight and a 

reapnnslbil1ty to dissent with UnitAd States foreign policy ob any is~tc 

when it sees fit . The Student Nonviol.ent .Coordinating Co=itter. ttow 

stst"S lts opposition tn Ur.ited States • involvew•.nt Jn .Vietnam on 

these gro~mds : 

We beliPV" the UnitAd States gcv~rruMent has been deceptive in its 

o1aims of concern fnr the freedoro of the Vietnamese peo~le , just as tho 

g~vernment has bP.en d~o~ptlve i n clai~ng concern for the freedom of 

crlered peoplg 1n auoh e-thel' eo>mtri es es the Dorrl.nioan Republic 1 tha 

Cc-ngc: 1 Sc.uth .Africa , Rhodesia, and 1n the United 3tates itsel:f. 

We , the 3t·~dent Nc.nviolent Co1.rdinat i ng Col11!1li ttee , have oeen in­

vclved ln t.t·.'l black people• a struggle fer libereticn and s.,il-det.cn•tuiue­

tion in this o<:~untry f " r the past five years . OUr work, par\.1 t:1ll 1n•ly iu 

thll Sc\ltlt , has t.aught \IS that the United StQtPs govermut.ut has navel' 

guarant.6>:~<l th"l fL·~e,oJU . r ovvressed Ill t.lM•ns , and is not yet truly 

'1l'i oo llh\.,lves h£aV':l <>i'ten bBf)ll vlat11cD of 17l'ol "'"}" IHJ<\ nvrrl'llarlutmt 

AXecuted 'oy lln1 t,.d States g0VAx·r·rn•mt.ul nf'1'lo1als . We recall chA ""'"' , . '',. 

P"l'Cr>ns wbfl hflv., be<•:u ru•Jx·<l'!red in the SQ•lth \J<totJ\1116 of th.,lr ilf l'ur~s be. 

• secure th'llr oivJl. ond tlnn>~•u rl ~ht.s , and wllrou< •u•H·(lro~·cn·a hrtVtl been ell-

owF d 1.~ esoupe veasl ~if for their orlmes . 

The m•lrder ,.,f SoiTH'll 'lo~mg in Tusk'legee , l.lab&lllO, 1o nc' dU'fet·.rr.t 

thon th<> muJ"c!<Jr • ~" peasants in Vietns,rn , for botb Young anu the Virtl.tkot "flo 

scught , and 61re eo eking, t,o s<>curfl t.he I>tghts guer&nt .. ed th<Jl!l by lnw • 

In eaeb oae., , tb'l Ur.1t.~;d ::;tates e')'l"l.·roD.<\n1'. h9fn•s A great pert of the 

r~apnns1b~lt.y fnr these deaths. 

Sam•l'll 1onr.g WIIS III'1rd'll'Ad bOOIIUS'.l United !)t,stas l.B \ol 1S n<:~e bel.ng 

enfr>rcP.d . Vietr.om'lae srq •n'n'"l"r"'d bo;~cauo'l thO\ Unit'ld St.at•:s is Ji1.lr­

suing llD aggr6sslv'> pfll1oy in '7l<>Jntion of 1ut.P.l·t•Rt1r>nR1 ),aw . The 

Unl ted States ls no r'lBf·~"t-,-.r • f p•:I'S'>IlD • x· J,n~• -wl,<m n '"b l•' t'~""a ,,r 

lows run counter to l t.l'l na<!ldo ond do&1r'ls . 



Ne know t.hat for the moat pav.t 1 elections in this country 1 in the 

North as well as the South, er~ not free . We have seen that the 1965 

Voting Rights Act and the 1964 Civil Rights Act have not yet been im-
r 

p1 Amlimt,..,d -w;;t th i'u.lJ_ rederel power and si.ncerit~ . 

We question, then , the ability and even the desire of the Uhited 

States government. to ,guarantee tree elections abroad . ·\ria maintain that 

01Jr oo,mtry• s cry of "preserve freedom in the world" is e hypoori ttcal 

mask beh:tnd wh1ch it flquashae lj berat:ton movements which are not bo•md, 

and refuse to be bOtmd, by thA expediencies of United states cold war 

policies . 

\·le are in sympathy with, and support, the men 1n this cG>untry 14h<• 

are unwillin~ to respond to a tn.1 1 i.tery draft whion would compel them trJ 

oent.1•lbute their lives co United State.s oggression in Vj.ei.nRm jn thr, nn,,c 

·' "r tne"1'reedom11 we .find so .false in this country . 

We r>ecoll •o~j tb hor-x·or at i".h'< 1n""''"1 st.anof err ' a suppoRPdly ''l'r·ee" 

soc:tety where r"l~p-onsibUity to freedom is aq11t11 od w-1 th th" rcapousi~ 

bil.it~ to lend onaJ!el.f to tn.ilitery nggr.,ssien . We take not e of tbe tur:!; 

that 6o% ·of th~ draft.eP.s t'rom t;bis country aM:l Negroes called on to 

sti:fle the libei>atj on of J!;ietnom, to pros serve e "democra.ey'1 vrhich does 

not exist :for them at home. 

We ask, where is the draft .r~.~r the rreedom fight in th~ Unitsd 

States? 

We therefore encolll'age ·those Al!lertcans who pre:rer to use thetr 
• I 

enArgy in buiJ dlng democrat-ic forms within ohi.s country . ~le belie'.rA 

that ;1ork in the civil rights mo11em~nt sod w:1 th. other human relll cions 

orgnni7iat,ions ;l.s a val id -alternative to the draft . We urge all .Amer>ioant 
I 

to seek thj s eltet'n.Btive, kno"Wing t:uil w<~l.l tho.t i.t IIID.~ c.os1. t.hern thelr 

l!vas --- as painfulLy as in Vietnam. 
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