
ootmcn (P FEDERATED OJIGA.liIZATIOl'IS - Sunflower & Bolivar Counties 

Box 275, Ruleville, ~iasieeipni 
Phone: 756-4619 

FOR n.ruEDIATE RELlASE 

NEGRO ll'IRST I1f EASTLAND'S :SACK YARD 

Indianola, Miseieei31pi. June 2-~. lire. Rennie llillio.118, Negro, of 
liuleville, llissieaip:,,1, partioi!)&ted in the Sunflol7er County Demooratio 
?arty Convention in Indianola toda7 - the first Ne-gro known to have partin• 
ipated e1noe reconstruction <lP.y3. Ruleville Mayor Obarlee M. »orrouBh a.1-
cepted l!rs. Williallls I nomination of another Ruleville l'legro, Mrs. Rub7 
Davie, for a1 ternate d &legate to 1ha tiiseissippi State Democratic Party Co!1• 
vention even thouBh Ux-a. Williams was nott officially a delegate to the 
County Convention. 

lb-a. Uill1ams attended the meeting beoause Negroes were barred from 
precinct meetings on June 16th, when delegates were elecled to the county 
meeting, Jira. 'Billie.ms nomixtated Vre. Davis when the Ruleville delegation 
08.l!oused thia morning; Airs. Williama' was the only v:ote for !.lrs. Da1rla d,r··=:J 
the balloting. Mrs. Uillianr .'<Li led to gain reoogni tion three othe.r t1-. 
during t be Convention. 

Sunflower County- ie the l,01De <f !Ussiseippi Senator Ja.111es Eastland, 
~abtlend own.a a la-1'gevplantAtioh-inDoddaville, 15 miles Borth.of Indianola. 
i;i. - •.~ .... 

A~c6~p~in~ tRe Ruleville resident oere three ciTil rights workers -
Charle, lldtaurin, 2}year old lfegro from Jaouon, Miss, a ataff worker for thJ 
Student Bon-Violent Coordinating Committa" and direotor oft.ha Counoil o-! 
Federated Oraanizat1one 1 Sunflower-Boliva.r Counties Summar·t>roject; John 
Barrie, 20 :,ear old Negro froa :Bil'llltngbam, Alabama, SNCC Staff worker, and 
Dale Oroneuier, ~5.¥&41' old wbite teao~er from Loa Angeles, a SNOC swnmer 
volunt.ar. ' • • ~ • 
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