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J CY.ON, ~ I~SI SIPPI The TJnitcd Stat s ep rtm nt o Agr·cu tur h s 

to d th Stu ent Nonviolent .ocr ·n ting Committe ( NCC) com la·n s 

ch rp;"ng discrimination nd ·ntim"dation in county ricultural Sta-

b" ization Committe ·el ctions ·n .fississ"ppi w"ll be ·nvesti ated. 

oee h • Roe tson, Assistant .ecretary for dministrat·on of 

t epartm n o Agr·culture, told ICC Chairman John Lewis is 

e g am ecemb r 4 "a 1 compl 'nts rcgardin impro rieties in the 

con u 0 he e e ect"ons wil c nv stigated by this depar ment." 

ob rtson s the Ag icultur e rtment has ma "strenuous e -

forts to assur air and e u·tabl A\ C Community el ct"ons ·n 1is i s-

. . " PP • 

vNCC workc s and wor e s rom th Council of F derat d Or niza-

t"ons (CO ) e ed Ne o arm s ·n tw lve ss·s pp coun s or-

ganiz to e ect soJT1 leg o s to t e A cc Community CoJPMi tte s, d cis ion 

and policy makinR od· s g·v e ra cotton and oth r cron ot-

ments to rm 

In E nton, ol'var, Cl y, Issaouen , L fayette, 1onro , shoba 

and !'rarren oun t · ar by 1ail. In Holmes, .iar "ad-

s and anola Cou t'es, ct"ons were held ·n snec"al o a-

c s. 

ASC Community Comm'tt s r pr s nt "com un'ties", or small divi­

sio of th farm r in a oiv n county. Each arm"ng county usually 

as from 3 o 11 coMrnuniti s, composed o one chairman, a vic -chair -

man , a m mb cr and \vo t~rnat s. 

A 1 st f"v N ~roc won A~ o munity Committe no in t 

D c mbe 4 el ct'ons. InC md (1a ison County), N ro armer Luther 

IIoncysuck r was cl ct d cor1munit ch, ·rman and anoth r Had _"son County 

egr farJTler was ct d n lt rn t • 

In Acona Co1 un·ty ·n I o mes County, L ncr S ith, a P'ro farm r, 

on s c rma · c t o other e g e s , I I Olv d T a t ey a P.' nc 

nt . ornery re ct ~ d r t and s~ ond alt rnates. 

CC Cha·r an Lcw·s ha ,·r d gr·cul tur . ecretary ree-

nan ec mb r 3 at r 'ght c·v· r"ghts · work rs w rearrest n Uol-

ly Springs and Canton. L w's tol Frc m n in his tele ram "the r -

s .nt administrat·on's ro~ises to th e~ro pOD e remain only lord 

a lon as condit"ons ike th se are llowed to exist. , ( 10T? ) 
1 •• .._ • .., 
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Lewis 1as referrinrr to the follo ing incidents of h rrassment: 

In IIolly in~s, th rrest ce \,;;r 3 o 19-y ar-old Jam s 
Batts for false r tenses; tl arrest o 23-year-old Stan Boyd for 
"i legal park"n".''; th~ arr t of cc "ork~.; an c·eciorka, 25, 
for ·mp rsonatin~ a a1y-r; th .arr·st of 22-year-old Larry Rubin 
for havinr. "impro~ r li,, ts". A other COFO volunteer, Bob Smith, 

as jail d h\,;rc Tovemb r 30 for ''r c less drivinr1" and Boyd was 
ja"led Decemb r 1 for "s odinz". The r cent arr sts o civil rights 
.ork rs wer thu ir t ·n I olly nrinNS and 1arsha oun y s·nc 
Au,. s t 

In anton, Bjll •orsyth, NCC ,,ork r ''illiam lar, 1adeline 
~cLu , h and Thonas . m y ere ejected from Hawkins Groc ry Store, 
o11· ~ plac or Corn .unity A - lora in Madison County. Euv·st r 

Simpson, 20-y ar-old ~ ro NCC wor er rom Itta B na was arr sted 
in lora for "dist tbin?; th p !:lC in a u l"c ol cc." A white 
volunt er rom Chic o, Ann n rd n, was arreste ·n Community D and 
h 1 "for in v s t i P-: . t · on • '' 1 so j a i 1 e d e r c E 1 yn c D 1 ott , 21 , or 
" in v \; s t · gat j on" and . o or ,. n a yr.1 on d , 2 ' , o 1 ew 0 r 1 an s , L a • , pro j e c t 
d ·rector ·n .~adison ounty or "tress. ssing.'' Nat· onal C E o fici 1 
~arv·n Rich was beat n y t 10 whit men a ter forMer tiss·ssipn· 
Gover or oss Barnett as c n ·c , 4rho is wh"te, "Are you a rh"t man?" 

COFO war · rs re~orte epro larec onp rs some count"es did 

not rcc ive ballots, while w "te te na~ers, in lioibl to vote, did. 

In Benton County, C FO s i , as mnny as 140 elia"ble ~ roes did not 

rece·ve ballots. In counties ~here pollinrr plac s were u ed inst ad 

o mail ballots, 1 nu b s o . ~r ite plantation owners and larrr 

f rmers con{,re .... ted at th olls. 

n soM count± s th 1a"lman who broud the ballots told 

sharecro pers h~y bar to fill them out ·~ t then an thlre n ~ive 

th m b ck o h'n. to e niled ·n. I th r nlaces, lantat"on own rs 

told tenants nd sl rccro)p rs thy h to fil out their allots ·n 

his presence. 

T e fev A.S.C. victo ·cs ovcrsh or the act th t in m st e ta 

count ics C(! TO<;!S outnum e "" 1i t s. In ~ad· son County, Ne~ro s total 

72% of the po ul t"on, yet J~gro c n ·c tes won in only one out of 

~ t county communiti s. lenro candi ates were entered ·n six of 

t1 e counti s i)t co . un"tics. 

h A.S.C. Committ es, estab ish d in 1936 under th f-o"l 

Con v tion nd .~ st·c A lotment Ac , a~ crucial to s all 

rrn rs in M·s ·ss· p", many o wh m dcp nd on cotton acr a e 

a lotment for thlir 1·ving. riday's elect"on of Community Comm-

"tt es means th t Je ~roes will Jartici ) ate in dolin. out the 

allotm nts. 

The Chni m of th Co munity r.o m"tte s el ct County omrn"ttees, 

end ounty Com ittc s control extra cotton ere ~e lotment any 

rm r in h?t co ty r cciv 
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