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CORINTH, M S ISS PPI - $700,000 ·n federal unds for a f"v -county area 

w"l be administered by a State Senator who once advocated using f deral 

money to s rera e hous·n and schools. 

The ~rant announced NoveMber 24 by Pres"dent Johnson and S r-

gent Shriver - was ~iven to the Cori .. ·h llrhan ~enel~al A[!ency, and, 

accord"ng to Corinth 1ayor John Mercier, will be used to un vrade educa­

t "on in the area and thus up- nrede the rea's economic r source • he 

funds will be used in an area "ncludin~ Alcorn, TishiminP.o, Prentiss, 

Union and r·p ah Counties. 

State S nator J. P. Dean of Corinth has been named head of the 

five-county project. he tudent Nonviolent Coordinat·ng Committee 

sa·d Corinth is one of four Mississippi cities still participating in 

the Federal Urban Renewal Program a ter the state legislatur cut off 

r newal unds. fear"ng "ntegrated ho s·ng wou esult. Se ator Dean, 

in state senate debates on the fund cut-off in Febru ry 1 1964, advocate 

us"ng the ederal money to maintain housing and school se re~at·on. 

Dea sa"d on Pe rua y 14, 64 tha Cor·nth wou d use Ur an 

newal unds o reloca e "82 ep,ro famil·es who 1·v ~ b ock of 

ou white hirh school and solve a potentially dan~erous situation.'' 

The r,rants which Senator Dean wil be admin"stering, SNCC said, 

\'I ill flow through p;overnmental and non-gove nmental agencies 1 as well as 

non~profit organizations such as schools and churches. SNCC Field Sec­

retary Dona d Wh"t , who dir cts act·vity ·n the 1st Congressional Dis­

trict for the Council of Federated Org n·zations (CO 0), said none o 

the school systems or churches in the ntir five county area a e de­

seprer,ated. 

White said federal funds could be better used to repair five an· 

tiquated schoo busses used to transport 260 Negro children to their 

se~re~ated schools. The SNCC worker said a Negro parent's oycott o 

the school busses forced an admission fro~ the Alcorn County School 

Board that new busses were needed, but could not be purchased ecause 

t he board faced two outstandinE transnortation notes totalinR , 16,000. 0 

\ 'hite wondered "hoto~ the county can owe $16,000 on busses they admit are 

no good," 

-30-


