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1964 FREEDOri VOTE CAl'JPi\IGN (10/30-ll/2) 

The Freedom Vote Campaign is patterned after the Freedom Vote hold last November when 
.J\aron Henry ran for Gov0rnor. 1\t that time over 80s000 ballots IN"ere cast. 

FA C T 3 H E E T g 

Tho Freedom Vote Carnpaign is sponsored by tho f.:iiss issippi Freedom Democratic Party. 
Ti1.o LFDP 't.ras formed in April 9 1964 9 at a state1.-rido convention in Jackson. It s ent a 
full delog2.tion to tho National Democratic Convention after holding precinct~ county 
and c'tistrict meetings and a state convention. " -, 

The purpose of tho Freedom Vote Camp2.ign is~ 
l) to demonstrate hov,r Negroes in 1-lississippi -.wuld vote if thoy wore allovrod to 

register;, 
2) to demonstrate that Negroes in JvJississippi do "'rant to vote and that tho cause of 

the lm.r Negro registration is intimidation rather than lethargy. 

Tho HFDP has campaigned a ctively for tho Democratic presidential tick0t. It is 
expected that tho vote totals on tho Frocdolil Voto ,,rill shm.r N0groos overwhelmingly 
opposed to Goldtw.ter. 

JYJFDP candidates on tho Freedom Vote b8.llot 1-Jill bo Johnson and Hu,:nphrey for president 
and vice-president and those other candicatosg 

For Senate ; rn~" Aaron Henry, Clarksdale druggist, president of tho Council of 
Federated Organizations, chairman of tho I·:IFDP dol0gation to .i\tlantic 
City. 

For Congress from tho .Second District g :brs. Fanr..io Lou Hamer 9 47 9 former share
cropper and civil rights lo~tdor i n Rul0villo. 

For Congress frmn tho Fourth District g Nrs. imnio Devine, 47 9 mother of four and 
civil rights pioneer in C.?.nton. 

For Congress from tho Fifth District~ £.;rs. Victoria Gray 9 37 9 Hattiesburg hous m,iife 
and voter registration lea der as v.roll as l'1FDP Democratic National 
Commi. ttoe"tmr;w.n. 

Local ci ti.zens "tall cast their votes in ballot boxes in bnrborshops 9 cleaners 9 cafes, 
churchos 9 grocery stores and other polling pla ces across tho state. Nobile voting 
units •.rill cover rural areas. &1.ch voter >•rill chock candidates under tho party of 
their choice on the Freedom Vote ballot and -vrill sig,'Yl a poll Hatchers book. 

Over 150 out-of-sb.to volunteers 1.ri.ll help ,,rith tho Frcodo!il Vote . Thoy uill join 
300 v.rorkors 1-rho stayed after tho su.tn111or project this summer. The volu._l'lteors are 
primarily from Stanford Urriversi ty 9 Harvard Univorsi ty and Oberlin Collogo. I:iany of 
them •·rero in lYiississippi with tho SUlTL.Iler project. Prior to l0aving for field offices 
they are receiving orientation in tho mechanics of tho Freedom Vote in Jackson. 

Results of tho Freedom Voto Cnmpflign will probably bo used as a pnrt of tho argument 
against tho seating of Hississippi Congressmen in January. 

Tho nmnbor of pooplo casting ballots in tho Freedom Vot o ·Hill be reloasocl. each night 
of tho four-day balloting October 30 t hrough No1ronber 2. A counting rally v-rill be 
hold nt the f'lasonic Tomplc 9 1072 Lynch Stroot 9 Jackson on Ii'ovombor 2. Nail-in ballots 
't-rill h 0 counted and tallies for cOlli"1.tios all ovor tho state >rill bo roloasod about 
6-7 pm. 

There are 435,000 Negroes of voting ago in Nississippi? of ,,rhom only 28 9 500 or 
6.7 porcont of thoso oligiblEJ by HgEJ and r esidency aro rogistorod. 
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FOR ll'll1IEDD\ TE RELEASE 
RE : FP..EEDOI:l VOTE C· .. ":lJ\IGi'T 

£.aEN£2.~~ph;z: AAiiDN HENRY 
Candidate for U.s. Senate 

Dr. · l\aron Henry is chairman of tho Council of Federated Organizations ~ the 

sta.te1.ride coalition of local civic groups supported by national civil rights 

organizations. He is also president of the Lississippi N.Ai\CP and on tho board of 

directors of Hartin Luther Iting Q s SouthGrn Christi<:tn Leadership Co!1..ference. 

A pharmacist by profession -r,,Q th fl. d':i.;reo from Xavier Uni vorsi ty s ho is 

affectionatel y knmm a s :; Doc;; Henry in his homoto-,.m of Clarksd<'.lo ~ >·Thoro ho lives 

"ri th his 11Tif o and daughter. 

Doc Henry has boon actively engaged in tho movomont i n £-lississippi for many 

years. On Doc . 7, 1961, he -vras arrested for organizing a boycott against stores 

refusing to uso courtesy titles to customers. I n Juno of 1963 9 u ith 70 other persons ~ 

he picketed ovary chm~ch in Clarksdale. On July 8 9 1963 9 he -vms enjoined from all 

meetings and congregations . Throe lJOoks l a ter ho >-ra s .:,rrestod v.rith 86 others for 

' 1parading v.Jithout a parmi t ." Ho sorvod ono vmok on achain gang. 

Serving as temporary chairman of tho Freedom Democratic Party, 1' Doc 1; -vras 

olectod chairman of tho dologation sont to j',tlantic City to challenge tho seating 

of tho regular partya L"'-st yoar~ as acandidato for Governor of I:'Jississippi in 

the statm.ndo :'FroodOlil Ballot? ;, D:Jctor Ecru~:? pointed out tho l'lshamoful imago of 

Nississippi 9 not only in our nation but all ovor t ho >rorld. ' 1 Calling for 

:;participation in government by ill qualifiod individuals and an ond to sogrogatod 

opprossion 9 ;; h e continued that ;,ill!>:ti.ssissippians must n ark togothor for freedom 

and justice , batter education and a healthy economic ntmosphoro o Working togothor 

~m -vri.ll bring hississippi to a placo of economic a nd cultural grm·.rth . 11 
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C"'ndidf':to l3iQE.r..Q.i2.hY~ 
HR,S . VIC'J:'OPc::LA J ACI<.:SOH GRAY 

Ci:'.ncli.do.tc for U.S o Congress 
Fifth District 

Hrs. Victol~ia J .:>.ckson Gray Has ono of tho first local resi de:t1tt; to house civil 

rights 1·ror l<:ers Fhen tho Student l·~omriolei1t Coordinat ion Committee (S.:SCC) first 

came to Hattiesburg in August 9 196L She is nm·r National Coi.in;1it:bemroi-;J.C'.n of the 

FreedoliL.'Dimocrati c Party~ r·Irs o Gray uas 2. candidat e for United States Senator 

i n t he regular Delilocratic Prir.1ar y held June 2 9 1 964 9 opposing Senator John Stennis 

for the seat once held by Theodore Bil bo . I n her ctrrrent campai gn f or U.S. 

,Representative she is opposing regular Der:locratic i nctu.;1bent lhllialil riloyers Colmer 9 

second i n co;:m:aand of the iri tally i mportant Hous e Rules Cm;r.~li ttee & 

}"h~s~ G:;_~sr;:l s initial attelilpt to r.egister to vote occm~recl in 1959 . It took a 

throe j udge panel of the 5th Circuit Court of Appeal s to register her on July 15 9 

1963 . She is one of the fi r st j)ogl'oes to r egister in Forrtst Count y . 

rfl~s. Gray attended TJilbm~forco Uni vorsi ty (noF Contl~8.l Col l e go ) in ;Jilbu.rforce 9 

Ohio . f..:[J. e:x:~schoolteachor and an ex-businosm·mman 9 she is nou a. me1~1bor of tho 

Southern Ch:cistian Le2.dership Conforonco . She is 2. l ay l eader in the Nothod.ist 

Church and dir ects the intensified voter-r8gi stration campaign i n Hattiesburg . 

Hrs . Gray 0 s husband, Anthony Gray 9 is a trained plulilber . He cannot p racticEJ 

his traclo because tho ci ty of Hattiesburg docs not lic:anso ;_,Tegroes o He has 1-mrlwd 

instead for the city department of uater tmrks 9 but ua s :fired from his job 1·rhon it 

•ras l earned t h2.t his 1rrife Fas a candidate i n tho spring prime.:ry. 

I n an opeYl.ing car.1paign st2.tement fo r tho spring pri r12ry9 r;IrE; . Gray or,1phasized the 

total absence of is suEJ s in J::Ii ssissippi elections o ·,;UnompJ ~3nnont, Automation 9 

I nadequate Housing, Heal th Care 9 Education and Rur8.l De'Telopmcnt are the 

Our £Jtate is 1wmbor ono as far as poverty9 i gnorance and projuclico arc concernu d 

and number f ifty as far as eclucation 9 employl.:1ent, public heal th and voti ng. 

f!Iississi~):i_~i can be expectod to i'.?,ll even :furthor bebind so l ong as p eopl e c·rho 

r epr esent us in nationc?.l offi cocl use their pm1er to oppose lilo~;t of t he legishtion 
t hat thi~; st.s.to really ~1cccls . " =30~ 
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f~-:1.£~~-lli.P~"liliY.:: f:IRS. ANNIE DEVINE 
Candidate for U.;S. Congress 
Fom~th Dis-trict 

FOR If!JHEDIATE RElEASE 
P£ g FREEI:Ofil VOTE Ci\f'lP i\IG.l\1 

Mrs. Annie Devino ·Has born in Mobile 7 Alabama a.nd moved to Canton~ Mississippi 

vrhen sho nas t vro years old. Sho has tho oqui valent of t·Ho years u:.TI. vorsi ty crodi t 

from Tougaloo College~ Tougaloo 9 l1ississippio Nrs. D2vino sorvcd as a tEJachor in 

Hadison County for eight years. Sho has also vrorked as Debit Nanagor for tho 

Security Lifo Insurance Co. 

In Juno 9 19649 r:Irs. Devi no? long a civil right s loader in hor COiilJ."il.unity9 

joined tho staff of tho Council of Fodoratod Organizations (COFO) in a full +· vliilO 

capacity. COFO is a statoli-ddo coalition of local civic groups vJl:lich formed in r e sponse 

to vote d.rivos 7 supported primarily by SNCC 7 2.nd by CORE. 

Nrs. Devino b0li0ves in th0 nec0ssi t;y for 17vigorous local participation in 

politics if Negroes are to achieve thoir rights in l'flississippi. Tho real keys to 

Freedom are education and organization. vJo have registered 500 Negroes in iYladison 

Count3r ~ but there arc more th~n 10 9 000 qualified to voto. The reason the ~·i'hi to 

Citizens Councils are so povrerful in this state is bocauso they ar0 so vrcll organizod .. 

It is time that the forces of justice and emancipation boco:m0 as -vwll organized as 

tho forces of injustice and opprossiono 

?lJmd just .9.S important 9 vro must become better oducat0do This mem'ls political 

education and citizenship training for adults 7 and it means long 9 hard hours of 

studying by our younger gr:morationo \Jc vrant freodom 9 not only for our childr0n but 

for ourselvos 7 nolro But if vre are to participate in our soc:L0ty as equals~ and 

even to advance as indi vidUELls ~ u e must concentrate on education Tr.i. th all the effort 

and all the determination t ri. th <il1ich -vro seck our freedom. 17 



iYliBSIS:SI?PI FREEDOl! DEHOCRATIC PARTY 
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FOR II1BEDD\TE RELEASE 
RE~ FREEDON VOTE CJ\l:.!Pi\IG::T 

fan£.4-~J.~~~Jg:~::e.h;L~ 
1-IRS. FM;rriTE LOU Hl\HER 

Candidate for U.S. Congress 
Second District 

In a spcioch during tho spring primary campaign 9 I'irs. Fannie Lou Hamer declared 

that "politically:; our district remains isolated fromtho mainstream of American 

lifo. ;' The conditions that prevail in tlississippi arc horrible. Cottons our 

chi of product? has become an incro<tsingly loss profi tc.blo commodity. There is 

little industry and fm.r tmmso Tho do:r:.dnant Gconomic system is still sharecropping 

and li-TE: havo· .the loHost fCJ.mily income levels in tho nation. And uo knmv ~,ro vrant to 

change those things." 

£-'Irs. Hamor is opposing Jamie 1,1hitton~ chairman ofthe House Appropriations 

Subcommittee on J\griculture. Tho clistrict is 597S Negro. In her campaign 

spoochos f'lrs• Hamor vmrs to llundo EJVorything Ja:rnio T-Jhitten has dono in ivashington." 

M1itten several years ago vms responsible for tho deCJ.th of a program which would 

havo trained 2400 tractor drivers in the stato. 600 of tho prospective trainees 

"t>muld have been whi t o. IJhitton claimed tho progrcun -vrould 11upsot tho local oconomy. 11 

On .August 31, 1962~ I'··Irs, Hamor f'ilod a voter registration application; tho 

same day she ·Has fired from the job of plantation timekeeper that she had hold for 

eighteen years <md -v.ras told sho must i mmediately move off tho plantation. Ten 

days later sixtoon shots ·werE: fired into tho ho::ne in 1-rhich shB uas staying. 

l'frs. Hamor has attended tho ci tizonship and leadership courses of both the 

Southern Christie.n Lo<tdership Conforonc0 and tho Stud0nt J:Tonviolont Coordinating 

Committeo (SNCC)o l\lhilo returning from thEJ SCLC vJOrkshop in June of 196.3 .Hrs. 

Hamer irTaS arrested for ::disorderly conduct ·;; and sovo:rd.y beaten while in jail. 

Sh0 has never fully recovered from tho offocts of this boating. Sh0 vras arr0stod 

for going into tho Hl'.ito rest ro0111 at a bus station that night. 

J.Virs. Hamor is 47 yoars old and livos iJith hor husband and t wo adopted children 

in Sunflm.ror County , homo of ,Son. James 0 . Eastland .. 
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