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SUNFLOWER COUNTY 

RulnvUle is the hea.dquartera of oivU r1ghi:e a~i'1>1vi"'1 in this oount;y. 
It is soome_z; mi les from Indi~ola, the county seat nnd birthpl a ce of the 
white CitiZens CounciL Senator James Eastland :matn~oins an of.fioe m 
downtown R~eville o.nd hia pl.D.D.tation io a.i' nearby Jloddsville. 

R~levJ.lle baa beem considered: a ~d ooJ.•e sajiregation ra&iatmce 
area . In one incident in Septe111ljBr, 196}1 three houses were shot int-o 
and ho girls 'llere inj1.1rea. Rui_evUle hac bean ':.h'l Rome of f~equent 
JBilinsa , ~t:;,nomic r epri.sal1 ll!!t,.. },•Gl.1we A!l.~t.J>oUl(hl,t J>rior t o this ~U~m.ner. 

'l!he Movement 1m JtubYilite ia strong. The Ruleville Citizenship Club 
haa 8 bout 100 active members - cbairmom Irene Johnson, co-chairman ·ura. 
Ma.r;y T).loke~ , aecrete._r:q ll{ra . Rebeooa MoDo:1e.l~. a!ld treasure:: :Mrs. Len~ 
ard llavis ¥ The l!ulev11L8 Sttue'!l': Aotiom C'-ronio is albou.t 40 at:roong1 
chairman l~r .. J11mes Conl.ay, co-ohairma:n :1.1:1,1'8 Ci:e Do2s 1 !.<!qrataey Miop 
llobcy Cannon, treasurer 111all llo1:ib~.'iFo:ri.. 1it~:.ev:tl113 a,bo he.e th.e Us
tinction of liaing the nometo;m of~"' ' 2~~ l.::ra B.aner, Ne~r-o ;Leade~ 
and oongreseiona1 O!llldidate' , " · 

Swd1ower County lias oh of> tba :!.cnr~ st o.,.-o..,n tagE'II af Nee-ro re&is
tration. Though 13.524 Negro ~ithenP arc. .. :..1 ~l'lo t.> -.·~~e, only 1. 2% 
of them (161 to be exact) wore a.1,1o'JIIi\ ~"'" r ot(h L<>1: ~hfoz•e 1961. Since 
~hen ohl;y 70 to 80 'peo.p1e have oo:ten ,:'.lmt4<i l'c rogi&tor altho~ ex
tensive efforts have :t)ean madr.. 1,; w !.f•,g:\!:1 !)e;,ple. . There a.r9 paopla 
lil(e Jlrs. Gusde ltiok.s who bo:. .. 'l)vo!l ~CJIM .,.., Indianola 15, tim.es. One 
week in l'eb%Wl:ry, 1'964, over AO'l pOOj~l'l w~:tt down to rogiste:r>. -1Federal 
liti~tion against Sunflower Ooae'-.r tor ~~s'l•iminat~om in re6iht~atiom 
was f1l:ed January 26 , :!.963. The case ill &JQ&c-;ea to come to trial in 
Septemb~>r. 

The .RlilevUle Chamber oct .Oo:ome:tece claim& oyc.r 2U.C to. be employoci 
by, i b t~e faoto~iea 1 ma tu!.t there. i!l "no lacor O l"lllju~ti;Uon nor uniOll 
disturbanoas" 1 ahd that thel;'e a:rrt "low tt~.xe&'' . Not 0n.:1 Ne~.o i s ;~m
ployed by. Rulev$e !ndustiy. E.ct!!loytt.~n -!1 fo~ ~e !1et;."l'' :'.a .mos 9y 3P.as
Oil!il ~am la'bor \2:0t'.on chop,p~n.g and p".cl::in~, anC. a.cmeo"Cil Ter..:, '!ti s 
li'O~k yield!J 3 to 5 dollare for an 8 't:c :.::> :1.-.W£ uey, lfhe WE'r~c;e i:no:~mo 
f:or tha Sw:if.lowe~ 'N~gro fal1e bet11'&<~l;l tO~' ~·Ci '>OC <iollnrs a year . Maey 
are unemployed or UnderemJ:ll.O:Yc,l . !:i iun::'lo'te<l: C01.1"\t;y agricultural am
ploymcnt (primarily Negro jo~&/ d~~~r~~d ~ 5,~B8 1 r .om 1950 to 1960s 
non-Agrioul tural omp:Loym.ent {prillla.~i:!.y wh,:J.~e jobs) inor~t:uea l : 251 in 
the aame perio~. Many neeii aedi.cal carv the/;; they ~>llll.~ot affo:rd. 
Bousin~ ia noetl;y dete~orated a~ de1a~1~t~d. Onl~ a few houses have 
runnih~ hot water , although .most in~to~ have flush ~oilets. 

Civil rights work bao begun in Indilnnof a (the 'l)ir~la cd or -t)le White 
Oi Uzcrus' Council in 1955) .,_"\Q. ~ .. " 1-hia IJ\UIUDQX' , ::-,...,., Wo~ooo 'oro'"" to~dl 
"SNCC wq,rkera are 11-fre.id to tiC'll13 'bere" i in the ~t.Oc..!'1! ..Yo9k oi t he cu;nmar 
projeot, SNCC Yorkers canvafl s &<!; Drew on fo~;r suoces~;ivo dQys. ·The 
aesau.l t Olll Indis.nola. begl¥,1 in ~he third ,.ealf. tit the projao"t. 
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