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POUR CONGRESSMEN JOIN CIVIL RI<HTS RALLY 

Ruleville, J.lississ1pn1. July 3. Pour U.s. Congressmen paid an 
unannounced visit \l a mass meeting sponsored b-y- the Student Non
Violent Coo~dinst1ng Committee (SNCO) Bummer Eroject and the Rulevllla 
Citizenship Clu'b here tonight , ~'he Oongreaamens , Rep , Do:::1 Edwards of 
Calti'ernia 1s Ninth District (San Jose l , Rep, William Pitts f:¥an of New 
York ' s 20th Dtstriot, Rep. OUs Hawkins of Los ~es ' 21st District , 
and Rep. Phil Burton, of' San Francisco • s Pit'th Dostrict, joined i n t he 
Binging of freedol!l ID nes and gave speeches of encouragement to 1h e 
audience of 125. 

• 

The meeting we.s held at 8:00 p .m, in Williams Chapel Baptist 
ChurCh; only a week and a half earlier a Molotov cocktail was thrown at 
t he Church, end the Congresamen tobight walked up the still- rbarred 
steps, Jobn Lewis, Chairman of SKQt.JJ introduced three of lbe legis
lators ; Len Edwards , a 2nd year law student at the University of 
Chicago and a SNCC summ.er volunteer worki ng in Rulevillj , introduced 
his father, Congres.aman Edwards. YlX' s . Irene Jolmson, President of tbe 
local ciVil righte organization, tlbe Rulevilb Citizenship Club , chaired 
the meeting and welcomed. the 0 people we thought would never be bere, 11 

Ryan, re!'~m Democrat from New Yorlc 01 ty, told the ll\DliMer volunteer 
that they were in Mississippi on a "mission of conscience. 11 He told 
the local Negroes, "Today we have been travelling the the state partie~ 
l arly 1D see the people of Mississippi who are oppressed. Your strug~c 
i s our struggle. There is no reason why Mississippi should not join 
the rest of-the nation in living up to the ideals of this country. 

Burton, who was just elected to fue House in a special eJ.eeticn i'l 
Oal:tfornia tnis spring, reterred to two volunteers in the audience who 
helped elect him 1n San Francisco. "We meet again tonight ~ecause we 
have s tcod for humnn dignity. We stand with those who aay we don 1 t 
want some freedom someday, but we want all of it now111 He added, "I~ 
go1ng to be a long hot summer - - sn.d it • s go 1ng to be a lot hotter for 
the s.egregationists than for us," 

Hawk1IU!I 1 Negro Congressman from Los Angeles, streeaed the impo.t•tllnt 
of the civil rights work in the South~ saying 111 go back witll the 
f eeling that what we are doing is insignificant 1n co.~arhon with whitt 
you are do1*g. We •re on the r oad to freedom; yester~, n tb the 
passage of the civil rights blll, w~ crossed one great river. ~t we 
have lll8lll'1 more to go." 

- more-



Congr&ssmen, p. 2. 

Congt'essman, Edwards, who is staying ove rnight in Ruleville with 
a Negro family, said "l am down here f or two r easons -- to see my son 
Len and to lend whatever support I oen ." He a dded , 11We woui.d not 
have passed the oivil rights bill i f it were n ot for the work begun 
by the Freedom Riders. We had the obance 1n 1866-1875 to bring 
equality to our oountey and we failed. No~1 we havs a n ew cbanoe; 
tMs is tbe third American revolution. n ( eon.;:-r\ r.:Illan Edwards , a 
Democ1:'at, is a member of the &use Judiciary Jolllm!. ttee and helped 
write tbe civil r1gh ts bilJ .) 

The 1'our Congl"e s8lllen joined in a standing ovation when SNCU: 
Cllairman Johl! Lewis was i ntroduced. Lewis told tbe mas meeting 
"'lhe Civil Rights Bill is not tbe end, jwrt tbe lJeginning. Just as 
tbe ICC regUlations becQJ!le meani.ngtul otlly W1 tb the bodies GIJ P'r'eedol!l 
Riders, it will st"ill take our bodies and our efforts to make tlds 
civil r1g).lts bill meaningf'ul. 

A highlight of tl e mee ting was tbe introduction of a 'balf-dozen 
guests from. nearb" Drew, ~As1.ss1ppi. The SNOO workel's in SUntlowel' 
County ba.ve been concentrat i ng tb.eir voter registratlon efforts for 
tb.e past week tn Drew, whict bas seen pl'actically no previous civJl 
rigbts activity. Charles McLaurin, 23, SNOC project director for 
Sunt-lowel'- Boliv&l' Counties, told the group that the lk'ew people 
lf!Ubolized a real breakthrough. "We •ve been working in Ilt'ew to 
overcome the feat' and 1nt1m1dat1on, and we welco~~~e them. !L'hese 
people wil,l be a light in Drev juat as a t'ev were the light in 
RllleVille a eoupl.e or 1ears ago. '1/he reason so ma.n;r are ooming 
to Ruleville to see ilba.t is happening ie because that little light 
clH1n't go out. n 
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