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FOR IMI-!EDIATE RELEASE 

NEGRO FIRED FOR HOUSTN~ RicrHTs WORKERS 

RUleville, Mississippi . Jul.y 1 , 1964. Mr . 111llia Purnell , 
Negro from Rua!ev1lle , was fired f:Pom his job vest.arday because 
he housed two wb1 te Student Non-Violm·t Coordinatin Committee 
(SNCC) slll'l!tl1er volunteers for a week. Mr. Purnell, -who llre.s 
onJ.;r one leg, was elilployed by Jack !'!achell of "Jack's Place" 
in Ruleville to do gener al cleanup work at 50¢ an hour. 

'l'he two studm ts, Jef£rey Sacbar, 21, a student at Reed 
College, and Janes Dann, 23, a studm t at UCLA, were part of 1be 
SNOO oG!!tpaign to register Negro votel's in Sunflower md Bolivar 
Counties . Th.e two civil rights workers had moved to a.nother 
res~dence when the firing took place. 

Mr . Purnell reported that when he went to work at $ : 30 e.lll . 
on June 30, he was told by Lester Crowe , white manager of the 
cafe, "You 're through. Sorry, but Mr . Jack told me not to let 
you work anyl!lOre . " Crowe went on to explain that the reason 
for the firing was that he was pa.rticipe.ting in 11t he civil rights 
business . " 

Th.e SNOC groUp has referred the caso to Mr. J ohn Rosenberg, 
lawyer in the Civil Rights Division of the u.s. Department of 
Just-ice . 
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