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~OLOTOV COCKTAIL HITS NECRO CHURCH 

June 25, Ruleville, Mississippi, Willia.ma Chapel, Ruleville Negro oh· ob, 
was hit by a molatov- cocktail 11.t 2 e,m this morning. The church has been 
the scene of. three Student Non-Violent Coofdinating Co=i.ttee (SNCC) apon
oored voter registration meetings this week. The fire was pr mptly }lUt out 
by tbe Ruleville F:ire Departmen_t: the Chapel ataira and fropt suffered 
minor charring. Eight gasoline-filled plo.stio bags a1'read aTound the 
church failled to ignite, saving1he ohurob from more extenaLv.e d a.ma,ges. 

Negro Charles l4ot.ourin, 23 1 of Jackson., J!lisaissippi, direct of tho 
SNCC Sunflower County Summer Pz,oject and a staf_f worker for the Student 
Non-Violen_t Coo.rdinating Conmi ttee I s a:i.d thlil morning, 

The evei:its of the last two nights have d emonstrate<l the 
inadaquacy- of lacal law enforce1:1ent in Rulev· ,llo. Mter white 
bottle-throwers :rampaged 1-trough tbe Negro oommnnity- in the 
early morning hours yesterday, a de~egation l!!f oib,il rights 
workers met with Mayor Dorrough. Re told thom he was stepping 
up police vigilance. The arson of Vlilliams Chapel this morn
ing clearly indicatea that local officials are inca-pabla of 
controlling violence end that a federal presence is neederu in 
Rulef'ille. 

The fire was dieoovered et 2 am by Mr. Perry Ramez,, Ruleville Negro 
and husband o:fo Mrs. Fannie Lou H=er, oivi:L rights congz,4_ssio."lnl cand
idate, It was reported by Dale Cronemeier, white college 1-eacher fro_m 
Lo@ -Angeles and SNOO sua.ner volunteer, 

Rul.eville Mayor Charle11 Dorrough hae told newsmen e.nd the FBI that 
civil :i;igbt11 woz,kere are reaponaible for the arson. Moiiaurin would only 
speculate 1 "~he clea.r p'li.rpose of the arson seems to Ile to intimidate us 
in our work fo~ vo1:,e,: registration. Vie W"ill not back down because _pf the 
use at yiolence against uo, The a~ggestion that civil righta workers 
are ohuooh-burnor1:1 is eo absurd it doesn't d.eservs amply." 
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