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Americans view tdth horror the Hazl exterminacion of the Jews . l~e 

comfort ourselv es that such things can bever happen here . Yet , right 

now the S t ate of Mississippi is preparing legislation which would exter-

minate the Negro people. 

A mo n th ago the Stu dent Nonviolent Coor dinating Committee ·:succ) 

called to the attention of the nation the Genocide Bill about to be 

passed by the State Legislature of Mississippi . Here is vhat happened. 

On Harch 11 , the Hississippi House passed a bill making the bitth of 

a second illegitimate child a felony punishable by sterilization or 1m-

prisonment. 

On April 15 , S~CC published a pamphlat antitled ''Genocide in Missis -

sippi,'' charging that t he sterili~atlon bil l is an at t empt by the State 

of Mississippi either to destro~ the Negro people or to drive them from 

the state. 

On l!ay 12, The Judiciar7 Committee of the Hississipp1. Senate amended 
the House bill to remove the sterilization clause and to reduce the pos
sible prison senteneea from a maximum of five years to a maximum of s~x 
mo-nths. 

State Senator E . K. CollLns told the Senate that the amendments h ad 
done avay Uith ''all the bad features that shockGd th~ country . ' ' The 
Jaekson Cl.arion-J.edgc>: sta.(ed: "Some civil rights groups char(;ed th~a 
state with trying to foster a policy designed to wipe out its Neg>:o pop
ulat-ion.'' 

The bill , as amended , fai l ed to pass the Senate by a vote of 26 to 
22 , On Hay 13 1 supporters of the b i ll pr·el'ared for a second round by 
distributing mimeogra1'hed copies of the SNCC pamphlet , "Genocide in 
tlisslssippi,'' to all members of the Senate and Bouse , Support~rs felt 
thae they could s•ay votes by demonstrating t hat S~CC oppo~ed tha bill. 
The ~lemphis Commerical Appeat S' t ated: "Legislators were unwilling to 
permit thair action to be considered as being influenced by the Negro 
civil rights group , '' Supporters of the bi l l ~ere successful . The 
amended bil~ was called up for reconsideration and passed by a vote of 
30 to 16. Ten senators who had previously voted against the bill, 
voeed for it on reconsideration , Three who had previously voted against 
the bill , now abstained , 

Because it was amended , t he bill now goes back to the Rouse for re
consideration. The Uouse , as it did before , can insist on a penalty of 
sterilization or maximum prison term of five years . 

If Negroes in >!lssisaippi .vere permitted to register in large numbers 
and Chen voce, this bill would never have been considered, Instead , an 
all-white legislature dominated by the IThite Citi.:en•' Councils , is in 
the process of legalizing Genocide against the Negro peqple. 

Negroes COl!rprise 40 percent of the state popu lation , and in the 
Delta counties nearly two-thirds of the population . 

The whites who control Mississippi politics and economics can no lon
ger dictate to Negroes as in for~er years , Negroes ail over tbe state 
are o•ganizinr. through the Council of Yederated Organi~ations (CO~O) -
.vhich SUCC supports - to regiscer to vote , to obtain food and clothing , 
to improve their education , co participate in the political institutions 
of the state , Right now there are tbree Negro candidates for u .s . Con
gren and one for t he 0 .s . Senat e, Ihe Hississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party will challenge the seating of the regular racis t Democratic Party 
at the Democratic National Convention. 

For Negroes to assert their Constitutional rights is a direct th>:eat 
to the Hississippi Way of Life. The Rissi s sippi r egular Democratic 
Party , vhich controls the state , is attempting t o defend t hat Way of 
Life with the Genocide Bill. 

This is why i t is impera t ive to fig h t for a st r ong Civil Rights Diil 
in Congr ess and fr ee , r epresentat ive government in ~lias issippi, 
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