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NtGRO ~/OMAN QUALI.FIE;S FOR MISSISSIPPI 
SENATE SEAT 

HATTIESBURG , MISSISSIPPI - The first Negro woman to run for the Un-

ited States Senate f r om Mississippi has qualified to chal lenge Sena-

tor John C. Stenni s (D-Miss . ) of Dekal b in the June 2 Democrat i c p r i-

mary . 

l1rs . Victoria J ackson Gray , 37 1 of Hattiesburg , f i led her noti ce 

of candidacy at the Secretary of $tate ' s office i n Jackson Apri l 3 . 

According to St udent 14onvicl.ent Coordinating Commi ttee ( SNCC) 

worker San<!:-v!'d Leigh 1 who acc.;)::':-Jsl'!. ~d Mrs . r:l-ro:.._; , l~i!'sissiz:;pi Secre-

tary of State Herbc.rt Ladner a.:>ce,~:.'t~<l her {>ape:-s , saying "vlcll , things 

are i:1 o\•der- so I guess I' ll have to accert ." 

l!r-\1 . Gray 1 37 1 hilS int;'..l'U'lted vc~ .r registration and citizen-

ship clase-'ls i,n the Ha-t·ti-:.-•h;.-g a-ra fo:' C'ver three years . S ~ has 

been a:ot-ive in SNCC's 5t~ Cc:-:.,"'" . :.;:~<.1 Dis t!:'ic t drive sir.ce S~CC wor-

k ers f irct ~nterec the .:~!:•ea . Her .cat\j_:a.i.gn will center on iseu~s of 

education in !hssi ss.i??i 1 L,e.igll said . 

ber , has nc· been li.:>e>"lEed by t!1t: city , alleg~dly LE'.cauc;e of his t'ace . 

!n o_r>posing Stennis , .!'Irs . Gt'.J.;t ~·: 11 chal lenge "-che whole sen-

iority !::~ ~+ .. ~ ~~ Pt =c W!'~.·· !· ers s;o. i... ~ten . is was elected to the Se"1.ate 

in liH17 . tr \' - 1·--J ,•::: .. :! ~ . .. . .. .. -

Commit tee, Armed Services Co1nmit t ee, Aet--c.•~~ · d s 

Committee , and chairman of the Preparedness I.:; _t.l. . , ·, re~m.:.ttee 

of the Senate . 

I f she i s not nominated, !'Irs Gray pl ans to c ~ Stennis ' 
right t o nominati on . t1rs Gray claims that Stenni~ ,:: not represent 
the ''people" of the state , and tJ1at his record docs !'lOt show a l le:
iance to the U. S . Constitution . 

According to Gov-ernment figures , there are 400,000 Negroes eli
gible t o r egi ster to vote in Mississippi , but only 20 ,000 are act
ual l y registered , 
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