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OXFORD, MISSISSI?PI: Five Mississippi law officers, charged by the U. S. 

Departlnent of Justice with seven counts of conspiracy to deprive five Negroes of 

their civil rights, were set lree here by a Federal jury. 

The five were accused of beating five civil rights workers arrested in Winon~ . 

Mississippi after they entered a white rest .room at a bus 8tation there. 

Sta;te highway patrol!nan John L. Basinger, Montgomery County Sheriff Earle 

Wayne Patridge, and Winona Police Cbiei Thomas :r. Herod, Jr., all cl,!llmed 

th,ywere innocent oi lbe seven charges broQgbt against thc:m by the Justice 

Department. 

The Justice Department called six witnesses, including four o( the Negro com­
plaiDanh, and two FBl agents. 

June Johnson, Euvestcr Simpson, Roscmax-y Freeman, and Lawrence Guyot, 
all testifie-d thal th->y h;,d be.,n b<>aten in lhe Winon:. jail. 

Ml-5. Fannie Lou Hnzne:r told the court that sh<! was kicked by Shcr i!l Patridge 
OJ.!ter he Y"nk~d her off a bus iu front of the bus station in Wiuona. She testifi"'d 
that she h~.d remained on the bus while her !our companions entered a segre::;~ -'i 
lunch room. AU live were arrested on charges Cif. disorderly conduct. 

-"mnclle Ponder, a field secr.,tary for the Southern Christian Leadership~- ·· ­
fcrence, testified that three of the defendants beat her in the Winona city jail on 
June 9. She said, "J'.nd I'm nat completely over it yet." 

James Harold West, a SNCC worker, told the court he was beaten by policcm 
and two Neg:ra prisoners who wer" ordered to beat and l<l,ck him. He said be wa;S 

later forced t.y "· policeman to sign a statement saying that no beating took plac~. 
Two Negroes who were in tLt> Jail testified +ilat they h3.d been 'Paid" a 1'int and 

a half of corn whiskey Ior beating Web1:. 
Guyot, a SNCC :!ield 5ecrelary, told the all-white ju;ry he was "kicked, punched, 

:1od b~aten with a slapjack" when he went to Winona to post bond for West ;o_nd the 
women. Guyot said Sherill Eal'l Palridge ordered him to "get out of Winona and 
stay gone" but he was :;topped by highwayman Basinger and knocked down because 
he refused to say "sir'' to the officer. 

1·hen, sald Guyot, be was forced lo disrobe and was beaten in the> sheriff'e of­
t:ice before h~ was jailed for ' 1dLsturbing the peace." 

FBI agents took the stand to int~·oduce photographs shuwing injurie!> to the five. 
One agent tC"iltifi.-d h<? h:!.d e=ined a bloodstained shirt worn by Miss Johnson 
while ch.> was under IU"rest. 
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