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588-0331 EENRY "SUNS" ¥OR GOVERNOR IH
FREEDOM B/ALLOT CAMPATIGN

T TSON, MISS., Oct., 7 - A state-wide mesting here of the Council of
Tederated Organizations (£0F0) mapped plsns yesterday to run a Negro
gubernatorisl candidate in a Freedom Vote prior to the Nov. election.

Dr. Aaron Henry, lj2-year-old President of COF0, sgreed to
cempaipgn throwvghout the state in the mext three weelts in an effort
to bring out a record Neero vote for his candidacy in the unofficicl
belloting,

COFO's Freedom Vote c~mpaign is directsd at potential Negro
voters, regnrdless of whether they are registered, The plan is to
place ballot boxes in churches in nearly 20 cities during the week
prior to Now, li, to give Negross an opportunity to cast bellots in
sprort of COFO's program.

COFO's nim is to demonstrate that Mississippi Negross want to
vote, but are not permitted to do so, COFO Director Robert Moses, 28,

2ld the meeting,

The balloting, Moses =aid, is directed sgainst literacy and
interpretation tests sdministered to Negroos by white woter r=giatrars,
Literncy tests should not be reguired, Moses explained, because
the state has not provided Neerces with sdequnte litsracy education.
COF0 Director Moses heads the Misgissippi registration program of
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committec (SNCC).

Dr. Honry s2id there iz no right or wreong in the interpretation
tests, The only standard, he said, 1s what satisfies ¢ach white
registrar.

COF0 decided to continue and intensify voter reglatration
gompoigne in 20 cities from the Delt+ region te the Gulf, Ths

registration eampaiens will be a2imed at the 1964, "66 =snd '67 elections
fior all nstionnl snd state offices.

The strategy ineludes the development of political education
clubs in loc2l communities to provide iassues ~nd candidstes =t which
voter registration enn be direeted,

Arrnnezements were made to continue the food and cdlothing dis-
tpibution in the Delts communitiecs where "poverty is most severs.”

COPQ 1s an affiliastion of automoncus local groups and the
major civil rights organigzations.
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