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TWO RUN LN MLSSJSSIPPI FREEDOM VOTE 

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI- Mloeini1'pi'• dialnfra.nchised Negroes will be a.oked to 

c:a.et their b&.llote Nov&mber 2 th.rough 4 in -a "Freedom Vote" campaign. 

The two candidateo, otate NAACP head Dr. Aaron H<!nTy and Tougaloo CoUege 

dean Rev. Edwin King, a,re asking Mlosls,lpplans to "ote for them ln mock polllng 

plac;tea tn c.htU""ohes_. ba-rber •hops and &choob. Miesi•~tippi ~a regietered voter• Are 

being aaked to cast- wrlte-in ba.Uots f~;>r lhe Henry • King alate at regula...r polling 

places du..ring the November 5 el.ection. Although state e:lection oificl-ala have declared 

that Wrtte - lna will not be counted unless bo·th Dem-ocrati-c and Republican c:.andidatea 

die before eleotion day, both ca.ndldtuea are de.ter.mioed to continu.e. 

B~n.ry, wbo is ma.JU.ng a- apeec;h-•-night tour o! the state, sa.id his eampaign was 

aimed at giving Mi 1siaa'ippi a real_ choic:e. b-etween c;at'l.didatee. Both Democratic -a.nd 

Republic•n c.a..nd:ic:lates lia·ve a.dhe.red to a •tric.t • ·egres•tlonist line, urging voter a to 

e.lect t-be·m. to insure ''keep.ing MJsate-sippt. white" . 

The Hen.ry - King c-•ndid-.cy ha.s alao been the be-ginning o! a .etatewid.e politica.l 

orga.nization, which will continu e to register yotera and ed.uc.ate Negroes polltieally 

a!ie.r the elect~on. 

Bob Moses, head of Student NOnviolent" Coor·dinating Com.mittee'a Mi&si&aippi 

vote drive. and campaign manager for the Freedom Vote. alate1 said. ''Mississippi's 

so.-called two-party politic• mean• no polltles lor lhouaands or Negroe• acroaa 

th-e at-at~". 

"The Freedom V,9te eampa.ignera bav.e £ou.r majo.r iaeuce • juardoe, education, 
ec:onomic:s and voting -rightt, " Moees aa.id. 

Flenry io pTeoldent of the Council of Federated 0Tgani:oationo (COFO), and 
Moses is director. COFO w.a• oraani.zed by national and statewide. civil riahts· 
groups in Mississippi to coordinate voter a·ctivi.ty in the state. 

COFO leader a hope tho m .ock election• a.nd the w.rh·e -.in vot.es will serve to 
e.mpha.eize the deei.r:e Mieejaeippi Negroes have to reglater: to vote. 

Du.ring Re·conetrue'tlon, Negroes served aa Li.eutena.nt. Govern.ora of South Carolina, 
Loullfan.a. and Miaaiaalppi. Two Negroe•, Blanche K. Bruce and A:iram R.evelt, 
represented 1v1lse.isalppi iA the United Star-e.- Senate. 

OnlY'&. l~o of M!uloslppi' • eligible NegToes are registered voters. Negroes 
comprise 36. 1% of the state population. ln 6 cou,ntfe:a here., n.o Negroes a.re re
glatered, the Civil Rlghto Commluion reported ln 1963, 

Tba Atl&nta baaed Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) bao <:on
du<:tod vot e dJ:"lvoo in Minlulppi olnce 1961. SNCC baa initluecia "One Man-One 
Vote11 campaian ac:roaa the Sou.th almed at removin,g- all bal'riera to Negro regiaLra.tlon 
e.xeepl r eeide.nce a..nd aae. 

ITEM 2 - MFOP RECORDS - GENERAL Plf' ERS 1 1963- 197 I 


