
• •• • 
N ·E W S R E L E A S E 
STUDENT NONVIOL'F='NT Ccx::ROINATING · C0\1\!ITTt-E· 
6 Raymond Street, N.W. FOR IMlEO!ATE RELEASe 
Atlanta 14, Georgia 

. Tel: r688-0331 . /'tb l 

RING OF KILlERS IN MISSISS-IPPI 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, JULY 3 -The Civil Rlrhts .Commission was "urgently" 

requested to "hold a full scale heari-n0 on civil rlrhts in Mississippi 
' -

immeda·tely", in a · telegram sent by SNCC, followin~ the kllling of 

three Negroes in the · last six weeks in Mississippi. The telegram sa!d 

the ·murder of Med• ·ar Evers, Field Secret~ry of the NAACP "strongly 

· • supports the theory that a ring of killers operates out of Greenwood, 

with an official wink from the pollee and other law enforcement agen-

eies. 

Robert Moses, SNCC field worker in Mississippi said three Negroes 

have been _killed .by Mississippi pollee. Moses · said Willie J. Lovett, 

20, was shot by W.O. Moore, a de puty in Holmes County. In Panola 

County Foster Sanders was shot by Shorty Wa tts, a highway patrolman, 

and in Tallatchie, County Sheriff Da gan shot a Negro who was sitting 

in his car. 

The telegram charged tha t th~ co!1111is s ion had an obligation "to 

expose the full range of Mlssissip? i's c0nter'!'1pt fort he laws of the 

country." ''You cannot", the telegra'Tl continued, "without selllng 

out your responsibility to ConQress, the President, and the country, 
. . ' 

' \ 
delay a full scale hearinr by the C..,rnmisslon any lonner." Linking 

Mississippi's "contempt for the laws of the country" , to the pre-

sent con~ression~l fioht over President Kennedy's civil riohts pro-

posals, the telegram stated: "the country cannot demans the strong 

legislation needed from Conoress because it does not 'understand and 

cannot connect these . stray facts wh ich drift throu9h Mississiopits 

Cotton Curtain." The FBI and the Fed~ral Jud¢a ry were also cited in 
the telegrari as bein(J tlunable to operate" and unable to -respond, · to 

. ·. 'the err.er,encies of our times with intc>lligent constructive judicial 
(-~.·-'· ... . action!', bccn:..~se of the actions of the loc3 1 law enforcement aoenciese 

: ·. · ' .. 


