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68e-o331 SNCC F'IBLD 3:2.':.; :y BLAS'I'ED IN GREENtvOOD, l'USSISSIPPI 

GREE:N\tJOOD, rlii SISSIPPI, l"lARCH l -- J sJnes Travis, a 20-year old field secretary 

for the Stude t Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, 1rms gunned last night by three 

white men and is in a hospital here in critica~ condition,. 

Travis i i11 Greetl~-Jood---Leflore }Iospitcl with a shoulder wound and a bullet 

lodged behind his spine. He is scheduled to be transferred to University HospiL1l 

in Jackson th:ls morning., 

Travis ltJcs accompanied by Robert Moses, director of SrTCCts Mississippi voter 

registration r oject and Randolph Blacl-0tJell, field director of the Atlanta-based 

Voter Educat:L n Project, :;,rhen an untagged vrhite Buick began follov.ring them about 

9:30 p.,m. Thr TrJhi te men lfJere in the car ~ 

The thre Negroes had something to eat and drove to the highway in the dir­
about ll Polno 

ectbn of Gre .rr:nlle) The vJhite Buick 'VITas parked at the intersection of the 

higl-.!.1-Ja:v ancl lloved for seven miles~ 

Hoses re orted that the three fired into the car with pistols, and tb.o..t 

bullets smash d both front lJindovJS and vJhizzed around themo Travis, the driver of 

ths car, he had been hit ... Hoses grabbed the lJheel and brought the 

to a halto Tr2vis Has given medical attention at Ni.ssissippi Vocational College 

and then brought here to the hospitalo 

Hoses saj d early this morning, ''He all vJere Hithin inches of being kil,ledo 11 

He repor ed that at least l)O Negroes have attempte. d to register to vote in 

Greenvwod in ~ hG past tvm days J nthe first real breakthrough in r'lississippi. tt 

SNCC Cha-'rman Charles McDetrJ 1vired Attorney General Robert FG Kennedy- early 

this morning 'nd requested an investigation into the shooting~ SNCC executive 

secretary Hir l d President John F. I\ermedy today: 

Bas +d on your speech yeste:cday on voting rights for Negroes in the 
South, 1-1J m:ge you to protect our r,;orkers in MississippL Last night ,Jarnes 

I ·-Travis, 20, ljvas shot by tllTee THhites in an untagged ~-vhite Buick seven mll_es 
from Greem,:ood and is in critical. conchtion. Travis 5 Robert Hoses,.. and Rand­
olph Blach\l'ell almost died last night. This incident is dearly connected with 
tr:e fact that at l.east 1)0 Negroes have tried to register in Green-wood this 
vi9Gk .. He urge y-ou to take executive action to prevent ffil.JJ:'der in Ni:Jsi.osippL,. 
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URGENT ACTION MF!10RilN-nm1 

n l!l t Monday and ?'1c s cl· -,, F.~~; ru ~:c;- 25 :-end 26) over 1 50 Negroes in Green­
•lnnd, Mississi ;pi tried to regist•-r to '' YGC!.. This m2rf.:s tho f ir.st· time that many 
Negroes in G1·e 'nW'lOd - or nny Bl~cl~ ~stl c cmnty - hove trifcd to r egister" 
· You h ve all read the enclosed press r alease 'tJhich t ells how Jimmv Travi s 
,,ras gunned do\..r outside Cree:mmod l~st nt gl' t . Gree:cn·rood is in Lefl ore Cou; ty, in 
t he Dol~a , re\~~e ~9,8C)6 ~eg~oes,in ~eil?r e Co~n~y and 6~8~l 1;,rhite _s. _Last sum·-
mG:r) three of ·ur lleld. secrt:varlGS oe. r ely mlssed Oelng l ynched. when tney ·umped 
from the secon 1 story ioJirldoH of their office to escape a mob I'Jf Hhite men calTying 
chains, ropes ,nd pipe so 

Last 1 i8e1<:, thr.:;e Negro businesses l ocated one bl!Jck from 5 rcc Is Greem·JO od 
office burned ·o the ground . SNCC Field Secretary Sam Block ch2rged that the un~ 
knm'm arsonist had meant to burn his office doivn . 

L :Jst riday, Febr u2ry 22, Sam Block ,,J~<s a rreste d, ta.ken to an unkno1-m jai11 

and charged t,.ri h "c i rcula ti.ng breas;h of the peace. 11 The charge vws later S'rJ:i.tchcd 
to "issuing st tements cal culatsd to breach the peace n, Sam Has tried on h::n~~,; /, 
Februnry 2.5) a d 1~as sentenced to six months in j aj _l and a $)00 fine . The judge 
who pronounced the s entsnce told Sam that he would r educe the fine to $250 and would 
suspend the se_ tence , i .f Sam r,JOuld l ei.lVS i'hss i s sippi for goodn 

The ~/Vi ite men who shot Jimmy, the policer_en who arre sted Sam , the p eople 
who burned the buildings, 1,;ers all aiming for on e goal : they lirant to stop - by 
any n:eaD.s poss "bla , f ear, intimidation, t e rro:', brutal ity, force ~-' Negro r egistra­
tion in Nissis ippi . 

This s not the first time Sr·iCC p-:::o~.)le h CJ.ve bcsn shot at , or the first 
time one lies , .. ound0d - pcrheps fe~tally - i11 a hospital ~'> T,No girls l·Iere shot -
one through th c }wad - in R11leville last s ummer . Two SI~C:C staffers na·c-o~rly missed 
a shotgun tlas fir ed into their bedroom in HcComb t<IO years ago. 

(l) Protest the s hooting and demand an inYestip tion from ~ the President; 
the Attorney G 1eral and the Justice Depa rtment , and the Civil Rights Commission, 

(2) Keep sending shipments of food and clothing to Sam Block at 115 East 
HcLauren Str ee in Gr c"emvood a Sam Block has told us that the food and clothing he 
has alr eady diutribut ,~d helped to boost morale i n Lefl ore County. 

(3) {e int." nd to i ntensify our efforts in Qreemv-ood , in Leflore Coud ·Y; 
and in all of ,e Delta Count i es. ~·Je intend to send more f i EJld workers into H~.s c; · · 
i ssippi. All op~ou have supported SNCC in th e past . We are asking y ou now for 
all the suppor t y ou can give us) and for the names and a ddre sses of otiers who 
could help kee ... us i n l'!Jiss i ss i ppL 

to sta.y in Leflore County u::-ltil the j ob is done . 

SNCC 
6 R2ym nd S trc e t , N. \rJ • 

14 , Georgia 
688- 03'<1 
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