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By JAsron i. Henry, Sxecutive Secretury, Hegiouul Council
of Negro Lotdership, und AMbert L. Powoll, Tresident,
idlsgipsippl Trogresslive Votere Leapuo.

The Hepro registers ond voton freely in only six of the B2 counties
of liioelosippl. These counties are Harrison, Hinda, Yashington, “urren,
lauderdale, 2nd Couhours,

In 4 counties there is m situstion where every now amd then a fav-
orad ugro 1s ablo to reglster.

In the remaining 53 counties thors is gross intimidation that eroutesa
o fear complex to cuch an extent thut the Negroea in these counties are in
zort lpstences ufredd to try to regloter. Jluove countiove include Culhoun,
Dggote, Curroll, l'anolae, Tulluhutchle, Humhreys, lucaguenu, Uharkey, Clay,
Lowndes, ilonroa, loe, alcorn, Choctaw, :Toxubes, Attaia, Yawoo, Lonigomery,
Belivar, Tuniea, Ounflower, llebster, Holmeo, Mta, Jefterson, \mlth:ll,
Clurke, “Jeorge, lamr, Pearl River, Woyno, Shickasew, wni Sorost.

Ine Yeproes of the stoto huve sppealed to the shuoriffs and ed-cuit
slerks of each of theso counties to coofertte in a wovansnt to permid
degroas to rogister tnd vote, 56111 tho report from the coulties invol-
vol cmte beeck like this: From Holmea County, "No," Hepgroes are otill denied
the risht to vote and register. From Issaguena GCounty, "Ho relief," pleuso
keap working. From Sunflowsr County, "Thinga ara the sams," wkat next?
From Humphrays Jounty came tho only report thero lfagroes wotually fear
pliyslecul violenre 17 thuy sttempt to register tnd vote.

The Hegroes in other ureas are moro &fraid of economic reprisuls und
pressures such 8p loss of euployment und loss of ecredit, dome are juct
afraid to make the white people rad.

The lfegroes um determined o pursus this issue until every quelifield
Nerro in the stcte of Misolssippi is frec to reglester and vote.

In lLerch of 1955, the legisiature of Miesiueippi puused a bill that,
u% the time, i1t proponents opunly udmitted was for the sels purpose of
retording the vote of Iegross. This billl mude 1t necesgury for the proonoc-
tivo votar to interpret sny section of the Mississippl or United States Con-
gtutitutions to the sutiafection of the eireuit elerk,

The ~ircuit aleri himsalf may have never gone to school a day in his
life, as there ure no literucy requirements for eircuit eclerks, If a can-
didate for clerk can get the votes, he is in. ind, as in most slectlons in
Miosvlealppi, the candidute thut can yell "NIGGHE, FNIGGER" the lcudest will

be olected.



wisetidoigrl rororie=5

The applicotiou to vote in 14 seissippi 'mkos it necocmiry for one to
bo more highly treined to quelify sg & voter than to qualify us 8 echool
toochker. Tor in etch of thoso counties vhere Negroovs aru borred from rag-
igtering thore uro hundreds or ilegroes teuching Negro children.

Hore 810 spocific iustances of intimidation from three countiesse:

HIPHREY COUNTY

‘ry A approached tho reglstrar in Humphroys County and requested
nernission to register. The per=n in charge informed him that the
reggistration problem had caused bloodshed once in Humphreys County
(obviouzly referring to the death of the Rev. George Les and the wounding
of Iir. Gus Courte) end advissd him not to try.

SOLIVAS CCUNTY

Cn the aftornoon of ierch 1li, 1908--just 6 and a half weeks Bg0-~
two special sgents of the F,53.1. medo a throe-hour investigotion of the
rofusal of suthorities to cllow ir, A and othors of lourd Layou to register
and voto, Aftor ths investipation the F.i I, eautioned ir. A not %o
digcuse the conversation witn unyono., COme A,D, Suxton, u white lecal
merchunt and o membor of the Citizens Council, demanded thut iir. A rupeat
the conversotion betwean him and the special ugente or there vould be
emothior Till case. 4ffidovits arv in our files.

SIIULO Ea COUNTY

MNegroee prosented themuelveo to becons regletered voters, The
registrar refuced to register them by this ruse: "Je'll have to wuit

until the state legislature adjourns; then we'll see wboub 1t."
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