
San Francisco State College
BSU/TWLF Student Strike 1968-1969

Student Political Polemics 

The various left-leaning, on-campus political groups mostly supported the TWLF-led strike. But there 
were rivalries, disagreements ,and contending points of view. These groups included Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS) and contending factions within SDS — Progressive Labor (PL) and Joe Hill/
Independents. Young Socialist Alliance (YSA), International Socialists (IS), and others.  



.. 
Anothe r example of YSA's positi on against fighting racism g oe s back 

t o Dec 6, 1967 on our own campus . ' 't t hat time Black s tudent s on campus, 
with about 75 white supporters took militant acti on, i n c l uding a si t - in, 
against the r acist admini s trati on . I n addition , membe rs of the Black 
community came on campus, using vi ol ence in the~ir a tta ck on t he r a ci,st 
college . 

r .. 
YSA consistently was against any mili t ant ac t ion , Argued ~galnst 

the sit-in and in g ene ra l a r g ued against making a principlea attack on 
racis~, no matte r h ow many people we had . - In add i ti on , they d enou~ced 
and a t t empted to disassoci a te whi te stude n t s (this f a i led ) f rom fue o 
vi ol ence of the Bl ack communi~y people . This ~a~ a racist atta ck on the 
right of TW pe ople t o use violence t o liberate ~he~selve s. This positi on 
was not an e rror they have since cor rect ed (as vuis true 'of many whi te 
students, who have since taken_ strong anti - racist. posi t i ons), but i s at 

--ttre-ro-~ of ~~oli t ·ca l outlook,. whi ch they constantly put f or wa r d 
and organize around . ·If we -a-re to continue o ui'd" the strike and 
involve masses of stud ent s around fight ing racism we must sharply 
attack and defea t t he s e ideas . 

--

4:" 

We a r e propos~ng t o t he body of the Student Strike Support Committee 
that whe r eas the SSOC 

i) Has exhibited ove r t ly i t s racist .po l itie s by trying to usurp 
t he l ead e rship of the week of J an-13, which is Th-ird World Communi tY Week , 

2) Has put f o r ward an i ndependent act i on v~hich is con t rary t;o \AJ ha t 
the Support Committee s t and s f or and again show s the r acism of the 
SSOC by in eff e ct s aying to Third Wo rld students 11 \<Je can l ead your 
struggle without you 11

, 

. 3) Is planning t o mobilize student s from other college s p r imarily 
on 'false issue s. This denie s the centra l issue , racism. Their 
position clearly exhibits a poli t i cal unwiilingne ss to strugg l e a ginst ., 
racism , the-retry. · t.u l_a t_i ng to Lt~ 

~ . 
Whe rea s the s e idea s put f or ward bJ t he SSOC are not only raci s t but i f 
not f ought will l ead the BSU-TWLF strike to def ea t 

RESOLVED- -
The £trike Support Commi ttee den ounce t he f or mation and act i ons of t h e 
SSOC .and disass ociate itself f r om t he SSOC i n al l f orms. 

Further, we should begin to s t r engthen our other campus c ommittees, 
s o that we can take t he real issues of the s t rike t o othe r camp us e s , 
and defe a t the racist and mis leading idea s the SSOC is advancing . · 

Gordon deMarco 
Terry Barret t 
J a n Solgani ck 
Ho·wi e For man 

------ ~-



INTERNAL STRUGGLES NOT SECTAP.iaM FACTION FIGHTS 
As the s t rike movenent at State has grown, we have seen more and 

more the positive role of internal struggle in clarifying issues and 
pu.tting f orth a political position that will build and · win the strike. 
In the strike support commi ttee as well as in society as a whole, there 
are id~as which will build an anti -imperialist, anti-ra cist movement_and 
t here ~ re ideas which hinder the build ing of such a movement and, in fact, 
ULTIMA'l'Ely strengthen the system . If. we are to continue to build support 
f or the strike we must aggressively attack racist, liberal, and misl ead ing 
politica l ideas within the movement . -

The ' strike has been a success because we have consistantly centered 
our s truggle around identifying and fighting instituti onal racism ana 
racist attitudes in white students and in the Student Strike Support 
Committee. Also the predominate attitude of the strike support comm~ttee 
has be~n trying to understand and fight against the class nature of the 
university. A third pol1tical a~titude that has prevailed in tne strike 
support has been the understanding by many students of the necessityi of 
making :political ties with the ~orking class communiti e s. · 

When the strike began some students felt the strike should be 
waged around a fight for Title V and campus autonomy. The fight against 
racisn } they said, would not be a popular issue with students and fa~ulty 
who do ~not recognize their racist attitudes. Through the internal ~ 
struggle, the Strike Support Committee determined tha t it was crucial 
to support the BSU and TWLF 15 demands and focus our fight in an attack on 
racism. 

The faculty su~ported the 1w strike in terms of misleading issue s: 
due process, educational reform, academic freedbm and free speech. We 
struggled to sho0 that due process is but a means of continuing racist 
firings and other r acist politi es under the guise of ''justice will be 
secured under our democratic processes". The "democratic processes" ~ ' is a 
tool of the people who deny justice . Educational reform, academic fteedom 
and free ~peech are paper issues when they do not attack the basic ' 
nature ·or a syst em that allows those freedoms only until its interes~s 
ar ella~--- --------- ·~--. ~- · . 

RACISM, MISLE~DERSHIP, AND THE STATEWIDE STRIKE SUPPORT ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
On Monday, D~c. 30, the YSA called a press conference in the name of 

the ne~ly formed Statewide Strike Support Organizing _Committee. We must 
oppose ·and {iefeat the ideas being advanced by the organization as ra<;:ist 
and putting forth strategey _that will l ead to defeat. · 

- In the name of the strike, the YSA sp okesmen dud'ed- the que stion or 
violence shifting the responsibility for the violenc~to the cops. The 
St rike ~upport Committee has fought hard to win -people to seeing the :· 
right and necessity of oppressed peoples to use any means necessary, ·-: 
includihg violence, to achieve their liberat ion. " 

Irr the press conference, they also strongly emphasized "the right 
of s e lf-determinati on of minority people and students for their· educational 
destiny". (Press release, YSA controll ed SSSOC, Dec. 30, 1968). Within 
the rhetoric of _self-determination, they perpetuate student e litism by 
pre:empting the right of the whole Third World Commufuity to determine 
the nat ~ure of education. Secondly, calling oniy for "educational destiny" 
obscures the right of the people t6 control all aspects of their lives. 
This is ih direct contradiction to the politics of the Strike Support 
Commit t ee . _We have emphasized that this is not a fight f or student ; 
self-determ-ination, but rather a fight to ma'k'e sure that working people 
contro l and ~re ser~ed by this instituti on . It is the building of a~ 
alliance with the Third World and white working communiti e s that has 
enabled · t o strike to be suc cessful. Thirdly, they r enamed the long-~lann@d 
Third World Community Week call ed by BSU -TWLF, the "Nat ional Week of -­
Solidarity". We s ee this an an attept to -usurp a segment of the stri'ke 
from the Third World Students. This act mu st be called by its name and 



tha t is ra c ist . I t is racist in t hat the SSOC is put t i ng forward an 
ind ependent act i on whi c h in e ss e nce d eni e s the ro l e of the vanguard 
f orce , the TW students, and is tel ling them "we can win your struggle 
on our own". The act is also ra cis t i n t hat t he ir lite rature neve r ' 
menti ons t ha t the primary focus of the wee k of Jan . 6-13 is Third World 
Communi ty .. Wf3e·k c011e0 by TvJ :sttlde.nts . ,_ . . · 

THE- SSOC. AND .... THE POLITI CS OF' THE YSA 
As an o rganization the YSA has consistent l y taken a po~ ition that . 

i s racis t or has pandered to racism . The l ine put f orth by the str{ke 
Support Committee i s that r acism i s the eent r a l issue and not to wag e 
a vi go~ous fig h t against it is t6 cap i tula t e t o it . On the othe r hand 
SSOC i s attempt i ng to build a mass mo vement which will "mob ilize " a -~ 
huge n umbe r of p eop l e under any yaguely related politica l banner . Thi s 
massing o f p eopl e under n on- specific p olitical positi ons provides a ·. 

· f orum for bad political i d ea s that can de f ea t a movement (i. e ., Hugh 
Heste r, Re t i red General was the main spe aj<:er~ <3.j;; _?._ Y.p A -:-Led _ '~ allt_i - vJ.a:b '! 
mob i l izat-i on rally Hi Oc t . In his~ speech he endor!lfs e d Richard , Nixon 
as a 'Lpeace candidate' ' ) . 

· ... . 

T~e SSOC is attempt i ng to recruit masses of s tud ents under the 
banne~ of ed ucati onal reform ~ ~gainst police repre ssi on, e ducat i onal 
s e lf - dete r minat i on, etc . This whole approach i§nores , i n fact, deni es 
the central iss ue of the strike - - racism . Les t the r e be confus i on as 
to 6ur posit i on, let us clari fy . We know that if we , as members of the 
Stri ke . Support Commi ttee, go t o othe r campuses to g e t stud e nts . t o come 
to state i n support of the stri ke ~ that many will come und e r banners 
much dtff e r ent from the p oliti cs we put forth. That is okay , we we~come 
t h em and because they d iff ~r wi th us p o litica l ly is no re~son to r eJect 
the ir supp ort, but reason to try to win them to our pos ition. On the. 
o~ther hand, SSOC goes to campus to recrui t p eopl e on whateve r issue s' 
are p opu l ar i n orde r to mobil i ze the gre atest number of peop l e is 
d ishon e st to thos~ p e op l e they recruit, is racist i n that it do e sn' t 
push the central i~sue because i t may be unpopu l a r , a nd is opportunist . i~ 
t he f a ct that every principle has been compromised in o rd e r to involve 
a large n umber of people und e r the l eadership of t h e ir organizat i on . 

To enlarg_e_ Qn t_he ...last _p_oint conce rning the issue..s--i.Zi~ the -8SOC i s 
ra ising 'tJeoffer thi s q uo t e from the i r l e alfilet of Dec . 31 : "I f . we are 
to deve lo~ free institut i ons of higher educati on , we cannot al low the 
flagrant use of p6lice r e pre ssi on ·in the style of Latin Ame rican d i ctat o~­
ships ·t o continue. It~ in the i nte r e s t of the entire community to 
show tha t we wi ll n o t tolerate this~ An attack a~ai nst the striking 
students is a n a·tta.ck on the entire mo vement fo r a meani ngfu l e ducati on a l 
r eform . 11 

We f eel that educati ona l ref or~ should be a part and a means irt 
cha nging the society b ut when ed u cationa l iC r e f o rm is pul i ·n the context 
of an e n d i n i ts e lf in order to build a "broad ba s e of support'' it 
mislead s the s 'truggle of stud·e nts against rac ism and against the state . 
This t ype of think ing work8 out of a wrong ana l ys i s of the s ta te a n d if 
this liberal r e form we re to be pursued the s truggle f or the lib e rati6n 
of al l oppre ssed peop l e would be turned into defea t . 

The poli tical pos i t i ons taken by the ¥S A in the past h a ve b een 
dange rous and have l e d to t he defea t of two c ampus s truggle s in the past 
year . Thes e i deas the y put forward must be ma de known t o the people ~ 
a r gued against and defeated pol i tical l y . 

. ' ~ 
It mu~t b e mad~ clear t hat the YSA has consist e ntly take n this s o - slow 

on racism approach , not · only ~t SF' State b~t in other itrugg l e s as w~l l~ 
An e xample i s the Be rkel ey Cl~ave r course i ssue ~ Thi~ b egan a s a fight 
agai~st the racism of the uniVers i ty . YSA opp o s ed t his approach , jumped 
i n a n organi zed around the lib e ral " eas i e r" n o tion of academi c fr eedom . T 
This ac ti on has three ma i n e ff ects : 1) It und e rmine d t h e Afro - Ameri can 
Union 's fight aginst racism ; ~) · No - orie got e duca t ed on t he quest i on 
of rac i sm . ' Whe n the issue is racism , t o not struggle around i t and i n 
fact to tack on anothe r issue i nst e ad is to take a p ositi on a gainst T.h i r'.d 
World Li be ra tion and is racist; 3) Most d ~maging and eve ry i mp ortant iri 
r e l at ion· to thi s st r ike was t hat this app reach did n o t build a political l y 
strong (and e duca t e d) ba s e for winning the Clea~e r cas e . YSA wa s 
s e ve r e ly att a cke d by the Be rkel e y AAU f or the i~ rac i st , oppor tunistic p 
p oli t ics . · 



that is racist . It is racist in that the SSOC is putting f o rward an 
indep~ndent action whi ch in e ss e nce denies the role of the vanguard 
force, the TW students, and is telling them "w e can wi n your s t ruggl e 
on our own" . The act is also racist in that their literature never 
mentions that the primary focus of the week of Jan . 6- 13 i s Third Wor l d 
Communi ty Week called by TW students . 

THE S~OC AND THE POLITICS OF THE YSA 
As an organization the YSA has consisten t l y taken a pofu i t ion that 

is racist or has pandered to racism . The l i ne . put forth by the strtke 
Support Committ ee is that racism is the eentral issue and not to wage 
a vigorous fight against it is to capitulate to it. On the other hand 
SSOC is attempt i ng to build a mass movement which will "m::::>bilize" a 
huge number of peop l e under any vaguely related political banner . This 
mass i ng of people under non - specific poli t i ca l positi ons provides a 
forum for bad political ideas that can defeat a mov e ment (i . e ., Hugh 
Ji e ster, Retired General was- the main speaker at ~a YS-A led "ant i-wa:b'' 
mobi lizat i on rally in Oct . I n his speech h e e ndorRs ed Richard Nixon 
as a "peac e candidate" ). 

T~e SSOC i s attempt i ng to recruit masses of students under the 
banne r ' of e d ucati onal reform ~ against pol i c e repression, edu cational 
self - determinat i on, etc . This who l e approach i§nores, in fact, deni e s 
the centra l i ssue of the strike -- racism . Lest there be confus i on as 
to ou r posi t i on, l et us c l arify . We know that if we, as members of the 
Strike Support Commi ttee, go to other campuses to get stude n ts to come 
to state in support of the stri ke, that many will come under banners 
much ~iff erent from the pol i tics we put f orth. That is okay , we weicome 
them and beca use they d i ffer with us poli tica l ly is no r ea son to r eject 
the ir ~upport, b ut reason to try to wi n them to our position . On t~e 
othe r hand, SSOC goes to campus to recruit p e op l e on whateve r i ss ue~ 
are p6~ular i n order to mo bilize the greatest number of peop l e is · 
di shone st to tho s e p eopl e they recr uit , is raci.st in that it doe sn' t 
push the central issue because it may be unpopular, and is opportunf3t i n 
the fact that every principl e has b een compromised in order t o invo+ ve 
a large number of peopl e lilld-e r the l eadership of their organization. 

To en l arge nn the last point c oncerning the issues Hf -the SSOC i ~ 
rais i ng we offer this quote from the i r l ealf'll et of Dec . 31 : "If we are 
to deve l op free institutions of higher education , we cannot al l ow t~e 
flagraht us e of police r e pre na ion i n the style of Latin American di~tator­
ships to continue . It~ in the i nterest of the entire community to ; 
show that we will not tole r ate this . An attack against the strikin~ 
studen t s is an attack on the entire movement f or a meani ngful e d ucational 
reform ·. 11 

We f eel that e ~ ucati~nal ref orm ~hould be a part and a mean s in 
changing t h e society but when e ducationa l f re f orm is put in the context 
of an e nd in itself in order to build a ''broad base of support 11 it 
misleads the struggl e of stud e ntsagainst rac ism and against the state . 
This type of thinking work~ out of a wr ong analys i s of the ~ tate and if 
this ~ib era l reform we re to be pur sued the struggle for the liberation 
o f al l ~ oppre s s e d people woul d be turned into defeat . 

( 

The po litical positions taken by the ¥SA in the past h ave been 
dang er6us and have l ed to the def ea t of two campus struggl e s in the pa s t 
y ear . Thes e i deas the y put forward must be ma de known to the people . 
ar·gued . against and defeat ed politically . 

It must be mad e c l ear that the YSA has consistently taken this s o - slow 
on racism approach, not only at SF State but in other struggles as we ll. 
An 8xa~ple is the Be rkel e y Cl eaver co urse issue. This began as a fight 
aga inst the rac ism of the unive rsity . YSA opp osed this app roach , ju~ped 
i n an qrganized a r ound the libera l "easier" notion of academic fr eedom. T 
This aqti on has three main e ff ects : 1) I t undermined the Afro - Ame~~ can 
Union's f ight aginst ra c jsm ; 2) No - one got e ducat ed on the question_ 
of racism . When the issue is rac ism. to not strugg l e around i t and in 
fact to tack on another issue ins tead is t o take a positi on against Thi rd 
World t i beration and is racist ; 3) Most d e mag ing and every important · in 
r e la t ion to this st r ike was that this appreach did n o t bui l d a po lit~cal l y 
st r ang ( and e ducated) base for winning t he Cleaver ca s e . YSA was 
seve r e ly attacked by the Berke l e y AAU f ~ r the ir rac ist, opportunistic p . 
p oli t ios . 



Another example of YSA's position against fighting racism goes back 
to De c 6J 1967 on our ovm cam:[:JUS . "'t that time Black students on campus) 
with about 75 white supporte rs took militant action) including a sit-inJ 
against the racist administration. In addition) members of the Black 
community came on campus) using viol ence in their attack on the racist 
college. 

ysA consistently was against any militant action) argued again~t 
the sit-in and in general argued against making a principled attack on 
racis~ J no matter how many people we had. In additi on) they denounced 
and attempte d to disassociate white students (this fai led) from fue . 
violence of the Black community peop l e . This was a racist attack on the 
right of TW people to use vio l ence to liberate themselve s. This positi on 
was not an error they have since correcte d (as was true of many white 
students) who have since taken strong anti-racist positions)) but is at 
the root of their political outlook) which they constantly put forward 
and oFgan~e around. If ~are t o c on~inu~ to uild-th strike and 
involye masses of stud ents around fighting racism we must sharply 
attac~ and de f eat t he s e ideas . 

We are propos~ng to the body of the Student Strike Support Committee 
that whe r eas the SSOC 

1) Has exhibite d ove rtly its raci st politie s by trying t o usurp 
the l eadership of the week of Jan-l3J which is Third World Community WeekJ 

2 ) Has put f orward an independent acti on which is contrary t6 what 
the Support Committee stands f or and again shows the r a cism of the 
SSOC by in effect saying to Third World students "vve can lead your : 
strugg l e without you"J 

3) Is planning to mobilize students from other colleges prima rily 
on false issues. This deni e s the central issue J racism. The ir 
position clearly exhibits a poli t ical unwillingness t o struggle aginst 
racism; thereby capitulating to itJ 

Whereas these ideas put f orwa rd b; the SSOC are not only racist but if 
not fought will l ead the BSU- TWLF strike to defeat 

RESOLVED--
The Strike Support Committ ee denounce the f ormati on and actions of the 
SSOC ~nd disass ociate itse lf from t he SSOC in all fo rms. 

Furt he r) we should begin to str engthen our ot he r campus committees ) 
s o that we can take the r ea l issues of the strike t o other campus e s) 
and def ea t the racist and misleading idea s the SSOC is advancing. 

Gordon deMarco 
Te rry Barrett 
J an Solgani ck 
Howi e ~ Forma n 



SDS INDEPE NDENT CAUCUS POSITION PAPER 

Vv e , the Independent Caucus of the Students for a Democratic Society 
at San Francisco State College believe that it is imperative t o wage a vigorous 
and decisive struggle against racism, imperialism and capitalist exploitation. 
We unequivocally s uDport the BSU - TWLF leadership in the San Francisco State 
strike. We, in the New Left, believe radical action in the past has been 
weakened by ultra-secta rian ha s sling a nd factional in-fighting, rather than 
organizing to smash t he class e nemy . We of the New Lef t in general, and 
SDS in particular, d o not , howe ver , d e ny the ne ce ssity of sha rp de bate to 
provide the the ore tica l basis for political action. Pol\tica l o r ideological 
debate is differentiated from factionalism in that the c ha ra c te ristics of 
factlo na1i-sm are : - "' -' - - - . ·- . ·-' . ~ -

1. The over-simplification of events and political ideas for the purposes 
of labeling and thus discrediting them . 

2 . Rigid dogmatism, i.e., a vulgar , narrow-minded, simplistic, 
conceptual view of reality . 

3. The wide-spread use of personal attack and invective under the 
charade that they are political in nature. 

4 . Anti-democratic methods of calling pamphlet meetings and pre ss 
conferences. 

This type of factionalism has had a history of distorting facts and evenls 
for s e c tarian purposes at the expense of the movement . We believe that mass 
action dictates the need for uniting with and struggling agains t and not struggling 
with a nd uniting against. Vve do not want to see a repitition of the Stalinist­
Trotskyist battles that crippled the U.S. radical movement in the past -and 
prevented masses of people from fighting the true enemy -- the ruling c la s s. 

During the Christmas hiatus several serious developme nts have manifested 
thems elves in the Strike Support Committee. The coalition of forces that are 
supporting the TWLF a r:d BSU in their fifteen just demands has been suffering 
from the effects of internecine , sectarian warfare. We have seen ideological 
debate sink to the depths of vicious personal attacks at the e xpense of rational 
debate that is necessary to solidify support for victory . Our position is one of 
complete support for the Third V; orld Liberation Front and the Black Stud e nts Union 
in the i r courageous fight against the racist and class nature of San Franci sco 
State College . 

We in SDS s e e the necessity for making the university serve the needs 
of the people of the community -- the workers of this country who produce the wealth 
of this nation and yet are systematically denied the full fruits of their la bor. 
This wealth , in turn 1 is used to exploit, oppress and slaughte r the w orking class 
of this country every time they attempt to de termine their fate , e . g ., Wa t ts, 
Detroit, Newark . Racism is the chief tool of the ruling class to divid e black, 
brown, yellow and white working people from struggling against the class enemy. 
It is thi s reason why racism is the ke y issue in the strike . Racism is a n integral part 
of capita lism and we realii!-:J that to smash the former you have to smash the latte r. 

We recognize that even within the vanguard force of this struggle -- the 
TvVLf - - the re may be political differe nces among the various members . But this 
has not stopped them from providing strong, effective and revolutionary leadership 
during the strike . Any Strike Support Committee that would no t follow this example 
would be counter- revolutionary, i.e ., weakening the revolutionary thrust of the 
struggle. j 

It is our aim to e nd the s e c taria ni s m that has w ea ke ne d the Strike Committee 
and thus re-build it into a mass ive force that is fighting fo r the fifteen de mands 
to end racism and to make the univers ity serve the people and not the ruling class. 



. ... ._.p ~ 

PAGE 2 

SPEC IFIC C RITIC ISMS OF SECTARIANISM 

The poss ib i lity of formi ng a broad based s trike c omm ittee has be en 
hind e re d by c e rt a in se ctarian a ctions of a fa ctio n o f the Strike Committee , 
na me ly the Progress ive Labo r Pa rty cau c us . The reason for these sectarian 
a c tions i s that Progre s s ive Labor (PL) be lie ve s tha t TH EY ARE THE RE VOLUTION, 
and the re fore , it is ne ce s sa ry a nd tot a lly j u s tified t o i nt imida te a nd isolate 
a ll othe r individuals and grous (e •. g., a ll o the r le ft-wing groups a re c onside red 
co unte r-re volutionary). For exam ple , the pamphle t supposedly re pre s e nting 
the e ntire strike c ommitt ee , in fact , c o ntain s exclusive ly the po litics of t he 
PL caucus; including two le afle ts issue d by the Progressive Labor Party a nd a 
pos ition pape r by the PL factio n of SDS, ne ithe r of which w e re i s s uEd by the 
strike committee . Excluded from the -s trike Committee pamphle t was any me ntion 
of de partm e ntal organizing o r agit-prop theatre , becaus e PL did not wa nt to give 
credit t o other working groups in the Strike Committe e . In fact, PL ha s us ed 
the name and pre stige of the Strike Committe e to further the ir own political e nds. 
This u nprincipled action was accomplis hed by comple tely by-passing a ny 
DE JV10 CRATIC APPROVAL OF THE PAMPHLET and instead the pamphlet was 
"approved" by certain me mbe rs of the PL caucus . 

This is not the only tactic PL has us ed to intimidate a nd isolate a ll othe r 
po ints of view . PL has eve n re sorte d to vicious characte r assaults on political 
rivals and has coupled the se assaults with simplistic political distorti o ns. For 
e xample , an individual in SDS was accus ed of le aving his fe llow stude nts to figh t 
the cops. This same pe rson has als o be en accused of advocating "non- violence " 
or "te rrorism" whe n in fact the se w e re simplistic distortions of his pos i tion. In 
the PL frame work, c e rtain individuals and gro ups must be labe le d as the "class 
enemy", "c ounter-re volutionary", "racist" -- e v e n if that means comple tely 
distorti ng the politics of that individual or group . Also , any individual or 
group that atte mpts to expose the faults of PL is immediate ly labeled as a "red­
ba ite r", instead of de aling legitimate ly with the criticisms raised . 

Ano the r tactic tha t has be en used by the PL caucus is intimida ti o n o f 
stud e nts who have le gitimate que stions about specific tactics of the strike . 
For e xam ple , an individual active in the Strike Committe e propos e d at a mass 
mee ting t hat the Strike Support Committee should SUGGEST to the BSU-TWLF 
le a d e rs hi p that on a spe cific day a non-confrontation tactic (community organizing) 
s ho uld be us e d . She was attacke d as a "racist", when, in fa ct, the ne xt day 
t he BSU-TWLF us ed community organizing rathe r than confrontation . This is no t 
a n is o la te d e xample of intimidation--hundre ds of stude nts with le gitimate que stio ns 
a nd fe ars have bee n intimidate d into not re turning to mass mee tings . 

The practical re sult of PL's e xtre me unwillingne ss to work wi th anyo ne who 
w ill not a cce pt the ir single -minded phraseology, has bee n t o turn the Strike 
Committe e into a group that , inste ad of be ing the "voice of the strike rs" has 
be c ome only the voice of the PL caucus. The policie s o f the PL caucus have 
c ontribute d to the failure of the Strike Committee to e ngage and coo rdinate the 
a ctivitie s of ALL stude nts who support the struggle around the fifte en d e mands of 
the BS U - TVv LF . 

Vve would like to make it clear that this is not me ant as an a t tack o n 
s pe cific indiv iduals within the PL caucus, rna ny of whom have done exce lle nt 
w ork throughout the cours e of the strike . 

PL is no t the only facti o n which has us ed unprincipled tacti c s in orde r 
t o ex e rt the ir po litical he ge mony . The YSA (Young So cialists Alliance ) sh.owe d 
by the ir attempt t o us e the State wide Strike Support Comm~ttee t o pu s h the YSA 
line of "mass mobilizatio ns" without cle ar politics, that the y too will u s c 
political manipulatio n . In fact , the YSA de libe rate ly excluded peo ple with diffe re nt 
po li t ics from w o rking o n t he now d isbanded State wide Committ ee . If YSA had be e n 
i n a pos ition of po litica l le ad e rship w e probably w ould have had an e qua l a mo unt 
o f c riticism s of the m. 

/ 
I 
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PROGRAiv1 

The SDS Ind c pc ndc nt caucus bdie v c s tha t the S . F . StatE strike committ e e 
should ad o pt a five poi nt program . c onsis ting of the fo llowing : 

.@ l . Combe1ting raci s m and the clc s s nature of the: unive rs itY.:_ We belie v e 
that the problem of ra cism at SF State Co llege is i ns e pe ra bly bo und to t he cla ss l r 
natur of the unive rs ity , just as in the lc rgcr s oc ie ty the pro blc D of wci sm i s 1. ~'f'lo 
ins e perably bo und t o the nature of ca pita lism. It is i nadequa te , i n fa ct / _ -• -T( Jy-
impossible 1 t o organize a figh t a g e1 in st ra c i sm e1 t State Co lle ge w ithout ~-
~s-.irnlli-tca-ne ous-ly d ea ling with the cla S-S nature of educatio n und e r co:·porate -~" 

capitaiism. It is the duty of the strikE: support c ommittee t o take the lc c:d ~ 
among white s tud e nts in c om ba ting ra cism .. Vve re c ogni ze thu t Third V,·orld '2. <f ~­
people a re 1 by fa r , the mo s t o ppressed s e gme nt of socie ty . It i s our be lie f 
that white s t ude nts will o nly be orgunized effe c tive ly to c o:11bat rc. cism 1 howe v e r , 
whe n they hcv e bee n g iven a clec. r unde rsta nd ing of Whet rC1 CiSffi i s 1 why it 
exists, how it i s used by the rulers to d ivide c:.nd o ppr(;s s people of a ll c o lors , 
and why i t is in the white stude nt s own sdf·-ir.tert: s t t o fight ra c ism ., In orde r 
to d o this we must go be y ond the us e of catc h-words a nd rhe toric . Firs t, we 
must educate s tud e nts a s to the na ture of ra cis m. l\'1c ny s t udents sti l l t hink 
tha t ra ci sm c ons ists s olely of George Wa lla ce wea ring a white s hee t while 
lynching a bla c k c ivil rights worker . The y hav e this c on cE:pt be ca us e: h a t 
is what the ma s s media te lls the m thc. t ra cism is _ ·we must fi ght thi s " 

Se c ond ly 1 we must show white stude nts that fig hting ra c is m is in the ir 
self-inte re s t. In orde r to d o this w e have to ed uca te wh ite stud e nts a s to how the 
clc: ss nature of the unive rsity o ppre s se s the m - Ma ny s tudent s ha ve bee n brC1in-· 
washe d into be lie ving that the syste!Tl works for h im i ns tead \)f a oa ins! h im. Only 
a fter a white stud e nt rea lize s that he too i s o ppre ss ed b~· the same e neray tha t 
o ppre ss e s people o f the Third World will he unde rsta nd that it is vitcl for -him 
to fight racism . A pers on d oe sn ' t know he needs a llies until he rea li zes he has 
to fight. Unle s s students c le arly unde rs tand t he relatio nsh i p of racism to t he ir own 
lives they w i ll re late to the strike and ge ne ral a ppe c:ls to " fig ht racis m" out of 
motiva tions ste mming from chauvinism , libe ra l ra c e guilt and pe1te rnalism . 

2 . Dev e lo ping c ommunity support for the fight a ga i nst ra cism und the 
class nature o f the unive rsity. In orc!G for the strike to w i n it i s ne ce s s a ry tha t 
we de v e lo p the s t ronge st possible support within t he c ommunity at la rge , ~ s we ll 
c s the broade st possible support a mong the s t udent oody , In ord e r to d o th is we 
mus t rea ch the c omm unity a round the dua lity of the cla s s na ture of t he un ive rsity 
a nd ra cism . \Afe must d 0monstra t e to the community that t he univ e rs ity i s be i ng 
u s ed aga inst t he m, that, i n fcctr the rr: oncy thc t the y pay fo::- e:ducu t ion i s bei r.g 
us e d to kee p the m oppre ssed a nd E.:xploit e d . We must s how t he community that 
b la c k, brown a nd white strike r s a re trying to force the unive rsity to serve the 
working peo ple who pa y th12 taxe s , and it is the politica l leader s of t he sta te 
(ucting c:ls a tool of t he c orporatE: e lite ) who a rc t rying to maintuin the unive rsity 
a s an i ns ti tuticm pa id for by t he people but benefiting o nly the ru lers. We must 
prove t o the community that the fight a ga inst ra c i sm a nd the c orporatE: control 
of the educa tion s ys tem i s i n the ir i nt e rest. 

c5P 3. The need for d e partme nta l organizing . One of the ma jor points of stude nt 
oppre ssion i s the c la s sroom . B e re is whe n : t he libe ra l capita list id e o logy is impa rt­
ed. This ide ology d e c e iv e s Third VVorld a nd whi te stude nts a b out t he ir t rue 
histroy (not e that t he ra c ist history d e partm ent c:lso re fus e s to s 2t up 2 c ours e 
on labor his tory), t e a c hing them bourge o is life styles r grad ing the m o ne a gain s t 
the othe r, c onvi ncing the m in c. hundre d subtle c: nd not-s o-s ubtle wa y s t ha t the y I 
w ill graduate into fully- e mpowe red , profess iona l, de c ision-making , w orld-
running Ame ri cans . In a ctucl f'l c t r most stud e nt s will be comE worke rs the ms e lve s . 



Therefore , we bc: li e::v~ thct s ome strike cn c; rgy shou ld be fu n ne lled into 
t he d e partments where w e sho uld w ork c. t two levels: First , and m.:)st importunt , 
t o c onvince white stud e nts t o support the fiftee n dcmcnds a nd to strike c.gc.inst 
racism . St: c ond ly , t o lc::y the groundw ork for cha lleng ing the c a pitGlist es s e nce 
b c:: hind the::. fa ca d e of libe ra l educc. t io n . Our e nerg ies , h ow c.: ve r , s ho uld not b <:: 
s pent i n any att e mpt to win such re formist d c mc:: nds as stude nt rc prc: s cnta tio n 
o n E RT c ommittee s as e nds i n the ms elve s , or any o th e r " stud e nt pow e r" demand s . 
This type of d e ma nd d oc s no t chdl (: nge the cluss nature of t he Ut1ivcrsity . 

Our d e pa rtme:nt s t ra t e gies s h ould lea rn from the Third Vvorld d e mc: nds 
for educatio nal s e lf-de t c rmine, tio n , a nd u l s o from th€ ins istenc e of the Third World 
that the purpos e of tha t s e lf-d e t e rmine: t io n i s to me et the n<:;e d s of t he ir people . 
Vi e cunno t , a nd d o no t w a nt, to build sociclism in o ne d e pc:: rtmc nt of the c o llege . 

4. The nGed fo r dire ct a ction a nd co nfro nta t io ns . The us e of ta c ti c s 
invo lvi ng d ire c t u c tion , e . g ., picke ti ng, cla ssroom e d u ca tion and c onfro ntat i on 
is ne c e ssary t o s e curE: the fifteen d e ma nds of the BSU and TVi LF . 

a . V\re une quivo ca lly rc:cognize the le ade rship of t he BSU c:md TV/ LF 
in the pre s e nt struggle . Vve be lie v e thut u ll confronta tions shou ld flow from a 
mass parti c i patory bus e of Third V. orld and white stude nts . We support ma ss 
c o nfront<1 tio n as a means of winni ng the fift ee n d e mands, ending r2 cism a nd 
challe ngi t1 g the class na ture of the ua ivc rs ity . 

b. The o nly way o ur d e mcmds c an be met is t o s top the fu nctioning of this 
institutiJn which pre s ently s e rves the intere sts of the ruling clc:s s a. nd fu nc tions 
t o o ppre ss t he muss e s of peo ple i n the communi ty. As c. t ool of the c c. pita list 
ruling powe rs , the unive rsity s e rve s as c:: fa ctory to produce the t e ch nicicns a nd 
c.polog ists fo r a syste m which works i n t he ia te re sts of these pow e rs . Dire ct 
c. ctio n and co nfro ntc. tion in c.n e ffort t o s top the fun c tioni ng ·.)f the u nive rs i ty is 
a dire ct t hre at t o the us e of the unive rsity c:l s such c: t ool. 

c. W e are not c. s na ive c. s to stutc that the closing of one c olle ge w ill 
i n its e lf thre uten th e stc:: bility of t he s yste m. Even w hen w e , · · 
win the d e ma nds the struggle c: gc::in st ru. cism, ca pite lism and impe riali sm must 
c ontin ue . 

d. It i s o ur position t ha t in this s t rugg le the rea l Vi :) lenc e hc:: s bee n 
pe rpe tra t e d a ga i nst people of c olor by sys t e mc: tica lly d enying t hem t he right 
t o d e t e rmine the i r own E:ducc:: tio nc: l d e stinie s. Vv e support the right of b lc:: ck, 
Third Vv' or ld and white student s t o us e any means ne c e s sa ry t o s e cure t he demu. nds 
und to end expbitation C'..nd o ppre ssio n . 

5. The need for building 2 ma ss bu.se . In orde r t o win the strike it is 
impe ra tive thc::t a mu. ss b2 s c of support be built. Any individua l or gro up who 
supports t he fifteen Third Vi orld d e mu nds u nd t he bc. s i c principles of s c: lf­
d e tcrminat io n fo r Third Vl orld peo ple , a nti - ra cism , a nd Uw c ha llenge t o the clas s 
nu ture of the un ive rsity s ho uld be a b le to tu k:e pa rt i n the Student Strike Commit tee 
without fear of intimidution , exclusion or scc tu rian c:: ttacks . 

H owe ve r, t he re c. rc many peo ple who a rc s upporti ng the s trike o n i s sues 
which compromi s e the Thi rd V/orld' s fifte en d e mund s c. nd pri nciples . Campus 
uutonomy, fre e s pe e ch, police bruta li ty , a nd c: c c:: d e mic freed om urc a ll issues 
which cc::n be w on from the pow e r structure of the s ta t e . But by meeting t he s e: 
issue s the pow e r structure still W:)Uld n:Jt be 2nswe ring t he bus ic is s ue s of the 
fifteen d e ma nds -- ra cism , se lf-detcrminution for Third vVorld pe ople . 

The Stude nt Strike Committee should d cdicU c it s e lf t o orgc:n izing 
a round the Thi rd V1orld posit ion. In t his wa y we fe e l u muss base c o uld be built 
for a prolo nged s truggle a ga i nst ra cism, for s c lf-de to rmi n~tio r. of the Third 
vvorld peo ple c:: nd to w in t he s trike . 

Signed: Jo hn Vve bb, Lc s Sogo l, Ca ndy Hucrli n , Hc:: rla n Gc: rbe ll , Cha rle s Rusmus sen , 
Dorothy Bricke r, Re nee Joh ns o n , Alex Fo rm u.n , Joy l\11u ge zi s , Ra c he l Ivia rch, lV1c lody 
Jame s , Andre a Snow, Joe Be re sford , Bob Bid e rman , Ro be rt Glick 1 Be rry Bidc rmc. n , 
Ste phanie lvi ine s, Bruce Ha rtford, Ke n Iv;,ilz . 

FOR INFORiviATIOi'IT PE01-JE 387- 493 5 or 346-8085 
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The seven week str\iggle at s. F. State College has opened a new chapter not only in 

the battle against the reactionary university and college system, but against the racist 
power structure at the root of the system. By demanding control over institutions 

\ . 
which affect their lives, BSU and TWLF students have served notice to the "man" that 
"either the college function in the interests of the people or not function at all." 

Further, the BSU and Third World have reached out into their own communities and 
engaged broad layers of Third World people in the strike demonstrating to both the 
linguist puppet and his masters that there is Third World unity in the common struggle. 
vVhite students, organized under the direction and leadership of the BSU and TWLF, and 
in total support of their demands, have begun to reach into their communities, 
mobilizing th(;,usands of students and workers in solidarity with the .::Jtrike and in support 
of the demands. These successful efforts are unprecedented. Support continues to 
grow, forging the strongest weapon for victory. 

The recent controversy in the Strike Committee has, however, raised serious 
questions concerning the proper strategy in support of the strike and its demands. 
Accusations hurled at the Statewide Strike Support Organizing Committee -- which 
was seriously and actively engaged in the building of the strike -- as well as those 
aimed at the Young Socialist Alliance (YSA) -- whose members have not only been 
active in every aspect of the struggle, but some of whom have been arrested in the 
course of that struggle -- indicates that certain tendencies within the committee are less 
concerned with building the broadest support for the TWLF demands than with factional 
in-fighting, even when this narrows support for the strike. 

It is unfortunate when there is such a need for unity that we are forced to reply 
to d}visive and slanderous attacks. However, rather than replying in kind, we wish 
only to set the record straight on where the YSA stands. 

1. we unequivocally support the 15 demanqs of the BSU and TWLF 
2~ We are in full agreement that the direction and strike tactics remain in the 

hands of the BSU-TWLF 
3. We point out that the responsibility for violence rests solely on the state 

apparatus and -tts police agents 
4. We believe that the best strategy for winning is to build the broadest mass 

support in the community and among students on other campuses, based on 
the demands 

RACibM-; VIOLENCE AND THE 15 DEMANDd 

Racism as exemplified in the policies and structure of the university and college 
system is not just a product of the consciousness of individual men or groups of 
individuals. Rather, individual or institutional racism flows from a system, 
capitalism, which profits and perpetuates it. To expose the racist nature of the 
university, we must explain and explore the principle which can not only emash racism 
but in the long run, through revolutionary struggle, the system itself. That principle 
is the revolutionary right of all oppressed peoples to self-determination in all 
aspects of their lives, from education to the workplace. 

The right of oppressed people to self-determination is a central part of the world 
wide conflict with imperialism. That princP.le is as important at s. F. S.c. as it is 
to the revolutionary struggle of the peoples in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Nowhere 
is this stated as clearly than in "A Call to All Third World People," in the BSU news­
paper , BLACK FIRE : 

The Third World student strike at SFSC is based upon the principle of Third 
World people controlling their education and its direction -- self-determina­
tion in Third World people's educational destinies. The basis of the principle 
is need - - Third vVorld people need to determine for ourselves every aspect 
of our lives. Let us be clear on the basic necessity of self-determination in 
our lives. 

(Volume II, No. 4) 

Flowing from that principle, Third World people have the right to determine their 
own demands, their own strategies and their own tactics. The function of the Strike 
Committee is to build suppor t for the Third world demands. 

The YSA has been accused of "ducking" the question of violence by placing the 
responsibility for violence on the police and the state apparatus they serve. We ask 
this: where else should it be placed? The state is the primary initiator of violence 
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whenever and wherever it denies to the people the right to determ_~e their own lives, 
whenever and wherever is practices racism, maintaiil_s poverty-' and exploitation. The 
right of oppressed peoples to determine .their des~z-goes hand in hand 'M.th their 
right to defend themselves by whatever means nece.$~ary against a systein which 
oppresses and exploits them. .., . 

If any equate this right of defense wi~h. ~~~ violence of the state, let them s~y so. 
For by doing so . they are equating the e~pio.ited w,i~ _the exploiter, c.o~sing the 
revolutionary struggle for self-determbiatio~ - witlj. world wide imperiaJ.~sni i 

. ~ . . . 

THE CASE FOR MA&s MOBILIZATION 

What has prevented ihe administration from cru.shing the strike at State? C()ps 
have been mobilized from 12 municipalities, yet th.e, strike grows. OUr power _,to con­
tinue is the result of our ability to reach out i,ilto tili community and to the other 
campuses. Despite whatever political dtff~rencea · ~~t among Ron Dellums, -
Carleton Goodlett and the BSU. the BSO saw tha~ as" iong as these men speak out in 
support of the 15 demands, their participatlo~ i~ ~e· "$tr ike is \Yei~dhie. vVhlt~ students 
must likewise mobilize broad support; Tile' YSA wefcdines the AFt strike j knbwihg 
that their entrance will escalate the level df the lltr~e i .; Desplte olfr political 
differences with others, we pledge o\irselves tc;) \vofk_Wtth all groups who support 
the Third World demams. ' .· - :, 

The YSA believes that a mass movement' is· 4!~ ~e~t protection agahiat victimi­
zation. If there were only 50 strikers, the mov~.m~iit would have been crushed weeks 
ago. It is the mal\l~iv~ 'ciiaracter of the strike wl1ieb: iiaa enabled us to continue, and 
to preven~ demoralization within our own ranks. ~ :, ·, . · 

The YSA participated in the Statewide Strike Sdpp~rt Organizing Committee 
(SSSOC) because we saw that the oorohlitt~e, based _ d~ sup~on for the Third World 
demands, was capable of mobilizi~g thouaands of. high school ~~ c~llege students. In 
conjunction with Third World CommUnity week, which is designed to mobilize the 
Third World community, SSSOC worked to build 1) sdlidarity ralites oil campuses 
throughout the country and 2) the strike at s. F. State by urg~ caHfornia students to 
eo me to S. F' State: 

This week of solidarity, Jan. 6-13, is based on support for the principle of 
self-determination for all oppressed national minorities. We support the 15 
demands of the Black Students Union and the Third World liberation Front. 

(SSOC Call) 

Over lO, 000 leaflets were distributed in the two weeks of SSSOC's existence. vve 
believe that the work of SSSOC was a principled and necessary approach toward mass 
action and now should be continued within the Strike Committee. 

PAPER I.:>~UES OR REVOLUTIONARY TIGERS? . 

With the state apparatus concentrated in the hands of the corporate elite, we must 
use whatever handle we can to overthrow and expose those who seek to rule us. Some 
students sneer at democratic freedoms, seeing that they are largely illusionary 
right .. :. Yet one cannot s~ort-circuit history by demanding of people what they do not yet 
understand. Lenin, Malcolm X and Che have all utilized democratic freedoms as a 
meands of readying their people for revolution. We, who regard ourselves as revolu-

4 tionaries, see as healthy the tendency of people to assert their rights of freedom of 
speech, freedom to assemble, freedom to picket. But we realize that these freedoms 
are curtailed whenever those in power are in danger of losing that power. We use these 
guaranteed freedoms as another weapon by which we can expose the nature of the state. 

DEBATE AND THE COMMON STRUGGLE 

Most of the factional attacks on the YSA seem to come from those closest to the 
political position of the Progressive Labor Party. 

It is not secret that there are serious differences between PLP and YSA on many 
fundamental questions, ranging from Ocean Hill-Brownsville to the Cuban Revolution. 
Newill gladly debate these differences at the proper time and in the proper place. 
However, the Strike Committee in the middle of a common struggle is neither the time 
nor the place. 

But on the question of mass support versus the philosophy expresse.d byone PLer, 
i . e . , "all we need are 40 good rock throwers," we intend to discuss our views in a non-
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factional way in the strike committee. And we wlll not be threatened or intimidated 
by smoke screen charges of racism. 

In order to facilitate a broader, more unified support of the strike, we urge all 
who support the strike to become active participants in the Strike Committee. 
Specifically, those in Interdepartmental Caucuses, the Programs, Teaching Assistant s 
and other groups that have been formed during the strike. 

We call for the implementation of the following principles: 
1. Sectarian factionalism has no place in the support movement. 
2. Attempts to intimidate strike supporters by accusations. of'racism" can only 

narrow the support and weaken the strike, and have no place in the movement. 
3. An atmosphere must be created where all who support the strike can freely 

participate and express thefr ideas. 
4. Our structure should reflect the broadness of our movement. 

Howard Cohen 
Dianne Feeley 
John Hansen 
Paul McKnight 
Helen Meyers 

for the s. F. state College Young Slcialist Alliance members. 
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'\I . so\a...+e-ALIOTO • 

Last Friday Mayor Joe (Rice King) Alioto · made a big - deal speech about the 
SF State strike. Alioto's Big Deal was to offer all kinds of "recognition" 
"legitimacy " "approval" and ~~c oncessions" to stri ing students if only 
those stud e nts would agree to work wi thin the syst em to play ball with 
Alioto , and above all to break with the "hard core Maoists" . "Isolate the 
Maoist s " cri ed the Rice King Mayor . who only a month ago was hollering 
that "only a small minori ty" was on strike at State . 

Just ~ho are these Maoists? And why is the ruling c l ass so scared of them-­
what do Maoists have which is so contagious? 

The Maoists a r e the Progressive Labor Party and those forces in the Third 
World Liberation Front leading this strike who . have look~d to the example 
of the Chinese revolu t i on and have consistently maintained a principled · 
position or· no sell-out and no compromise with the ruling class on the 
basic fifteen demands , on amnesty for strikers , and on the fight against 
racism . 

And jus t what are the Maoists ideas which are so contagious and frightening 
so as to get Big Joe so flustered? First of all , we in PLP bel ieve that 
only a revolution which smashe s the present capitalist state apparatus and 
establishes complet~ and total ru le by t h e wnrking c lass (dictatorship of 
the · proletaria t) and its allies can finally end the racism injustice 
unemployment po lice brutality evictions , rotten scho ols and the big 
business bra i nwashing vvhich they call "education" at SF State College. The 
current strugg l e at State is moving more and more students in the direction 
of that revolution clearly understanding the statement often made that the 
15 deman~s are minimal rlemands . Just look at some of the spec i fic·issues 
and it's clear why Alioto is so scared : 

l . Racism - Raci sm is the main too l of the ruling c l ass to maximize 
profits through the supar- exploitation of Third World workers (the average 
v1age of Black and Brown vJorkers is 54% that of white workers) and to keep 
the wnrking c lass divided . Without racism capitalism could not survive . 
$22 bi llion ~ollars ext r a profit w0re made last year in the United State s 
off the super expl oitation of non - white peoples. Whe n ~a bism i s defeated 
am0ng students , intellectuals , and particularly working people we will then 
be able.to unit e the ent i re · working c l ass into an invincible a rmy to take 
state power . Alioto and his clas~ are fri ghtened · to death that the pco~le 
will see the primacy of defeating racism , so they along with some right 
wihg forces within the movement try to st~cr the strugg l e against racism 
and for · the fifteen deman<is into nne of l oca l control .... "if we· could have 
local control (local racism) everything W'"' Uld be okay . " Al i oto is up 
tight beca use the TWLF has refused t o grab at his neg~tiat i~ns offer and 
are cont inuing to expose racism and the r eby cha llenge the keystone of 
Alinto's syste m -- · profit from racist supP.r-e>xplnitation . 

2 . Wnrker-S tu~ent Alliance - Aliot n fearo the Manist positi o~ which 
arivocate r; a.mJ has put ,int o practir.c the need to unite with wnrking people 
and win them not only to support our fight against racism but t 0 fight 
against racism in the uni 0ns . Ali nt n nnd his cr~nies ~n the Central Labor 
Council are de 8perately trying tn use the AFT strike to split support of 
vJorking people fr om the struggle against racism and f or the fifte e n demands . 
The AFT must resist thi s ra e ist ploy by Alioto and the uni on bureaucra ts 
and take a position firmly su~port the fifteen demands of the TWLF . We 
firmly hold to the Maoist principle thn t students an~ workers must ally in 
order to build a movement capable of smashing capitalism. The increasing 
numbers of rank and file workers on the line indicates that thi s c onscious­
ness is !~creasing t n the wo rking class as well . 

3. Violence - "Political power grows 0u t of th~ barrel of a gun . " 
Aliotn wnuld like to believe h e is some sort of Ghandi and with his ambiti ~ us 
eye on the governorship he piously attacks Ronnie Reagan (I don't need your 
baynnet s my mace and clubs will do the job ); With the help of the revision­
ist so - cttlled "C ommuniC}t" party t he Young Socialist Al l iance anrl othe r 
fake radicals . as well as J . Racist Hoove r who warned about the "vio l ence 
prone Progressive Labor Party" Alioto is trying to fonl pco~le into believing 
t hat capitalism can be pe rsuaded to give up its racism and supe r -expl oita ­
ti on an~ that the only people who have a right to violence are his cops 
and goon s . We fi rmly take the position and support the position of the 
TWLF that pe ~ple have the right to d e f end themse l ve s from the ruling class 
and their pigs by vJhe.tever m-oans necessary . He further ~upport the right 
to re·olutionary violence against the ruling class r e cogniz ing that they 



\ \ \ . -·1 ; 
must be .debt'l;'oyed be:( ore. a ·working .'class state can be built . 

4 . On Settlement of the Strike - We firmly support the positi6n that 
the 15 demands are non- negotiable. Further , the statement that these are 
minimal demands should be taken seriously . We see it as a basis for 
beg inning of a sharper struggle t o smash racism . There is no que stion that 
the strugg le must go on to insure that the whole racist and bourgeois 
conteni of educ~~ion in this country is totally expdsed and de~iroyed . W~ 
are fully aware that because of the strength of the TWLF led strugg le the 
ruling class will have to give in to most , and if we continue to strugg le 
~ll ·of the de~and~. Ho~ever we are just as sure that the ruling cilas 3 will 
fi ght like hell to keep the same old racist , anti - working cla s s content . · · 
The Administration, having been forced to grant Ethnic Studjes departments 
will do its best to make them bourgeois Ethnic Departments as cipposed ~ to 
working class Ethn~c Studies . The Administration will try to hir~ bourgeois 
nati onalists who will push a reformist , Black Capitalist . anti - communist 
line. We musi fight for courses which - teach the real history of Third 
World wo rking people . the oppressive condi tions in the ghettoes and fa~toiies 
and the need for us as students to ally with the working class against the 
ruling i mperialist class. 

_ 5. Red - Baiting - Alioto and the rest - of his class are frightened to 
death that more and more students are considering revolution as the only 
alt~rnative to a system which is nothing by a thinly veiled dictatorshi~ 
of the very rich . represented at SF State by the Board of Trustees which 
makes la·ws only to enforce the power of its army and police over the mas ses 
of people . Many who don't agree with PLP and others who take a revolu­
tlo~~ry posttion on ~orne issues nori the less agree specifically around 
the need to hold firm on the strike . reject ~acifism and stand ub to 
police terror and resist racist and red - baiting plo~s. We must ~lsb b~ 
careful of those within the movement who try to submerge their political · 
d i ff e rences vli th cried of manipulati on and ''f oreign ide ology 11

• Some 
hold Mao in t he hand and at the same t i me red-bait PL'ers for bringing 
"out side politics 11 1nto the organization. As long as students ahd supporters 
c ohtin~e to hold firm aro0nd these specifics . Alioto ' s ranting ~ ill not 
help hirri a bit. 

~ n .. 4"\ 

Re'volat:i iTl-a:ry s e~ ano'" ±d-ea-!'l-earm'Jt quaran~ine ----=:.-

amount of press conferences on the rulirig class ~Van~ radio._ no ~m6unt 
of goon- squa:ds , Grand Juries . jails o-r brl he's .. -will isolate the g rowing 
rev olutionary movement. We consid~r Alio~ o's attack 6n the Maoists as a 
compliment to our 'Party and the int crriat1onal re-volutionary movement. Big 
J oe ~an sound nff all he wants ~~~~ntil it turns into the death rattle of · 
the capitalist class ~ - there is no way Alioto or· · anY of his. friends can . 
s top t he g,.rOwing _ co0sc io'usness or· the need for revolU:tinn in this country. 
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NUTIC!!,;a .i.W..!iT G Tl DI 3CUC.S ',g...; Rl C d!•l'Illu~"'l' vfi :.?· 1A'.L'"i!: FT-:11 . ·~ D:tSCUSSIUN 
(Jli' C u~L;)!I:A'L~:u ~)''i\{L£-iJILC ··, :\:'.T .. r !1..:;·~vsa.:;...;r.~ ~ -U'V,~ ~ . ...:f!'l' . J 0E HILL CAUCUS 
SATURD.U, APEIL ~6, 1969, 10 : ;o (L>ille 

OVer t he 1 sio yoe;;~, nnd. ee:pcoi oJ.l._v since t h" b .ag1nniug of the strike 
c:t San F:re.ncieoo c:-'tn.~Ge Coll"'t,-e, the movoonent lu>..s grmn'l si£,rnifioa.ntly both 
idao ogioall y and in t 1 d.eVC;lcmncnt of ne~ n.rcaa of rorko Sin OU%" 
suo G a dependo on tho ~u::clll'ncJ :r D1.1.::- nL~l ·s:i ., d on o aorrootnoas 
of ou:r ac ivity, thooo of u o ·mo : : .. ! boen ill\lv vod f. in that dewlopnent 
r:m.st continually evnl:.1 .te and · e .... 0 ··:.::.no:' e t iv degroe to ~ our i deas 
ha been al.othe:n i cated :S masa rt<..'ll: # 

The str:i.ke at San . ~mei o Sta~e ( "I.':.ema Strikou) a had and will 
continue o haw a. direot in.flueneo :m inourgont action in the Ba,y Area..., 
This inf'l.u~nce ehould bo c:ced::. te<l ~~= -~;1 to ·the f o:roe of the example given, 
and to the r:or k of State str:ilta.r.:J L;, .:::~:t.IJnding tho lessons ot the s trike 
i;o nsw oonetitua. cios. :.s •mr, ' ·· r>cen in the lack cO>!rnl ty (in the 
dovelop:1ent and t:Jt:re~thenir..g cf n::.{!h cc~t..: 1 ::·:;;'C s, . oat importantly at 
Poly B18hh in the Chinese Co:o.mwri: ;y ( th<3 ! SA, t ho Wah Chi.ng, a..'"ld tho 
H.ed Guard• odu ting a."1U. orq,-v.ni.zing t ho ocl!JDUllity, ocn ·~mting 1iho Board 
of .::G.uca.tion in eof.ii!JU :\. t t:.eutint~s and at Galile b h, ~isrupting the 
oppressively COmt:le:reial Chinese New Yanr elebrat on); :i.n t e chicano 
comounity (.Bl; YWD Be:::oGt o, TWLF, I.a Re.~ Unida, ~ ...... d loping a com­
munity base a...'l"Ct' tel the :l. tH3"Jes a t tiiuaion High Schc l); a..'lld with labor (the 
ABT strike ; the limited ooli dari ty with the hospital Ti'Orkers' etriko e.nd 
tho greater wlitla.ri t!' >r.t th tho uCA\~ !9t~kors in Richmond and. I:!artines). 
The i.ntluenoe of tho strike in the of f-campus p 'abi t o OOl:l!lU!Li.tios haa 
been negative, i n the absense of radie~l action in those comounities, the 
media have polarized those ,onu:nmi t ies ~nst us. 

The Bit u'Gion o.a.ll l'.l f or at l oast rudi!!:ont ary a_naly-sis. Firat, a 
fow assumptions. l r. s tating ~h ao H r:~ould be said t at I aD speaking 
primarily of those p of ua in ·the naaco~ch C.·:C"ga.ni21ing Cooperative, NoT181"8el, 
the 1-tovolutiono.ry Union, tb ... ') .Joe Fil.1. o :ucu and !he Movomente The 
wri tar is not eo woll a~quaintod with othe s from Liberation News Service, 
Leviathan and th Radical Student t:nion, but it i s und.oz·stood that at 
lean sections of theso group , if not IP.~tHtiJ these grou-pe entirely, 

abare theoe a s SU!Ilptions., fu1.s is net to nay that there ara no disagreements 
among us. Just that ot.r a.rgunout~ te1:ci. to fall incroaai;;gl1 within a 
common framewrk., This pspc:....~ h 2::; t1~': 'bosi e pul'f>Ose of stating .~hat these 
assumpti ons alone are basis o~1o g 1 ; , ..... u · t 0 begin to tro k toeether in a 
more ooordimt d f a .C..on ., 

The f ailux·c of t ho Prog;L~osaivo I.n.bor Party to axeroise proper leador­
sbip ln the strika--1 ta irnpro;;er ino,i te eaoenti clly ::=~l .:· ~agfil'&1d.itsing, 
roflc.x~like oritioi sm of all xroupo oth r than i ··sal f--h •. ~s, o.long uith 
other experiences, 1nd.icateo. o u e that ilJ..P doe s not i n fact function aa 
a rovolu tione.:cy orgo.nizatj.o • \Ia havo n"'vod to an un.dcrstand.ing tha~ the 
chief strugglc o no\1 be·' ng aged hot ."'e American im crialian and the 
opproased nations, intt-)rnal or eJtt . .::rr.al to the USA. ~f£ective oppoai tion 
to raci sm oust therefore i.nvt:lve s . ,Jpo..,.t .~. or the national liboration 
nti'Uggles, from the s truggle for bl. .e.< ibe:ration f lod by the Black tiber-

thor ~n.-t.J~ t o the Vi&trkiDr ae a rucgla , led by t he Nat ional Liberation 
.h"ronto Wo underst S&"'ld , z::~oreovc1~, thnt ue can best support these movements, 
and e specially 'the moa·li oppl'east;d el- sn~s ·· -:i thin the internal 9 black colo~, 
b;r i nvolVing ourselves i n I:lE.OL.; ~ :-.:>: ·:.- ;..:J o:-1.;; t he uh:i. te uorking olasa,. 
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resources !Jbich oo.n oo used as ·- ol :J or r:.::~;e.r.Cii.ng th r.1ovcrnen~ into area 

which bnve not rooeiwd sufficient atten·tion in tho ~st. 1'heoo reeouroes 

should not be seen as bud.noss cn~Gerprioos eking t l 'Cooan distribution 

and sales, but as tools for the orgml!z.ation ot rk. Distribution, 

then, becomes a question of strote37. l.t is neoea to sto.to tho major 

tasks of the 1!1oV9Ilent in the period tro are enteringa 

( 1) ON Tlll!; CAUroS - Consolidatior, of the etude " I:lOVement ill Northern 

Califo1".111a-porhaps invol ring the creation of ~.n SDS sS.on. It 1a c.ruoi.al 

thnt ae build a functional n~ttrork of re;voJ.utionaJ.7 a.p~s groups throu8hout 
tbis region, far the purposes of rooiprooal aid1 nutual development, an4 

collective action. It my be po::s:tble to develop unified campus programs 

llbioh seek to exnose the class na.ttu'e or the schools and attaok the ruli.Dg 

class. \Vo must travel to campuaos in ·~~-s region v.1 th these resources, 

and be sensitive to the felt needs o: ·,;he oampu.s grou.pe as they relate 

to retJional organisation, oonferilncea1 nepuJ.etter etc 

{2) IN ~ COIJMUNI'l'f - The moat significant prob ens the student 

movement is tryillg to deal \'lith ar-lse out or, or are latod t o, the td.ure 

ot the schools to servo the people. To recognize ~s is to recognize 

tho Deed and. the possibility or buildi.ng a cor.ltlllJd.ty se for the stc.ad.«l' 

movement. WOrking-ola.ao ooccunitiea m·e b1 necessity e oonstituenq 

hom tlhioh our campus pro~',Tmls cu.st grot~. \1o l!lllst rel to to existing ooe­

munit~ groupo (Pr.As, cotmnmity orgnniza.tion.a, high soh ol or{J8111zati.ons, 

neigbbomoocl groupo -ghero thoy o.xist ) with ".,; 1ese l.'eSO es1 as we T.IO:rlc 

~ build contruni ty or~mti.zationc of '.l. l 'C:Yol utiov..ar,y po itical naturo. We 

oan bogin to do this by engagi . cox:muni t~t people in di ssions over the 

olass nature or educat ion and of the student rowl~. ..lgain, t'/0 must be 

senaitivo to the possibilities of now nor.1 . .:.unity projeo sin areas stra­

tGgicaJ.ly i nportant. 

(') AT ~ YORK PLAC~, ~ · c l'olc or et;~dents 1!1\ st be defined in 

the emerging olass st:rugglcst it mst ab.a.rpen its (stu e .. fiis) relationabip 

to the 12aans of production. \.'bilo this is a problei!l r qui~:-ing an anal7sia 

Wich has not yet bean ouf ticiently done, it e.lso ind1 atea tho practical 

neoessit7 or bW.lding9 in functional t orms, solidarity \11th workers sUuggl.es. 

This implies not only strike support (piokat lines, leafletting, boycotts, 

building campus programs ags.in::st :rocru.i t nunt by tha corporations being 

J 



~ foUGht). It invol ves cduoa.t i on of ·'liud.,m·lia on he natu of class struggloo 

And it involvaa ·.; 1· ~-~~ iJ. .. i .uc; oz:runioation 'Citb uorkers on 

the nature ot t he student s t ruegles, oc:poc;..an:r those a.pccts which attack 

tbe class Dature of the schools and uhioh a:ttack the comr:ton enem;r, 1:10&t 

partioW.arly in the tight ~ainst re.oiao end il!l.per:lallem. \'!e oan cl&nlop 

oar eXisting tioe with wrkers (hospital \10rkore, oil \"JO:..:~cez·s, longahonmen., 

painters local 4t AiT looals, auw wrkars) to ohow Newsreel films, 

dist:d.bu'\e the ROC pcmphl.et, tho I.iovt.'J!lsnt , ba.va spsalw:oao 'l'hia 1B 1mme41atel7 
imponaot 1D the need to got out th3 stor:r of~ S-tate Strike. 

aoaa 110tee on diatributfton of Strike at Fl."ieco State, 81ll future oooporaUoll 

in use ot ag1 tprop ::t:esouroeso 

prolim:ll"&l7 ooomanf.sa ( 1) distribution should be prot ·i<ypH for fUture 
paapb~Jtt distrtbut.:.ons, \'lith apee.kero f:rot1 State, Ne\1sroel ehomnge, r.Ionaont 
paper diatriba.tiott. (2) general p speeti~ here is one or :roaohing 
oonatituenciea ~.al·;':IOnally and in an o:rgrurl.zed fashion, rather than throaeb 
"GZJOJVIIIOUS" di. ~tribution. 

Throe lewJ.s or distribution& 
1 . LOCAL (s~ · & east bay) intgll§.!_.vo. ~- m would buUd diroot contaote 

with t}-.J actual oonetituer.oiea ma mmt to reaeh~{t wor. rs, teacharst paronteo 
~ • State-Wide ( oonoidering oe.inl northe!'Il & central oalifor!d.aJ-:-W 

wu u. wrk in "'ieoo" fashion t1i t . othor C•"' .. ps (Joe W.ll 1 '1'\'.l.F, BSU, Nevsroel, 
:i.:o . (JI]J81l't) to promote the :ma.te·· ~:. als e. :e contacts on oampuaea e:..mare 
;.1 tho region. 

' • natioaal distrtbu:Uo~this ie a mailed distribution, baaioel.l7 
to mako mone7 to cover tor trea· local distribution were necessa17. 

LOCA.L-tbree cain seta of' cbamlclsa 
1. unions (f'ree distribution) 2. : .. :.zh schools (student groupe and J.FTs) 

3· eonrn.tni·cy organizations 

thought in tems or naki:nc pe:rsonal contac t 1ritb people '178 know ot a. ~ 
to a.rrangs joiut shotd..ngs of the liJ!.'\1SR.t<:!!J. .fliok & distri ution of the ~t. 
wh~rq possible, havo ~ta.to oolloce ei;uclants rap about s t :1Jte w1 th poople ialere. 



~ . 

I 

il.fAT..!inWill.IS D!ST .. Ul31/.i:'IvJl 
hoping tro c.'l.."l GOt o·'" or people to do the dnd o£ t :5 11ga >ra '11 bo doing0 

else\'Jhere in the state.. Joe Hill nnd/or TWLF mght be ble t o organise 
1ih1s. Would consist of using SDS/ AJJT/Bffi1/t:>·thor contact in school a t hrouih011t 
the sta~~ t:m4 lining up "tourau. hopefully" we oould ae~l moat ot the Jllllll­
pbl.eta thus diatribut od-thougb. ne don't tmllt that to impede dist ribuUOL 

both of these-l ocal end statenide-would be.ve the erraot, we 'C?OUld hope, 
ot buil4:1.Dg wrking relati~nships td:thi.n the movements bat-geen ue, lleva:reel, 
LIS, R5Ut SDS chapt ers$ Alll people working on st'dff'1 *nt st people ill 
lmiona. 

lQ'l.tONAL DISTHIBU'.riON-thia is .really ~tll 1nporsonal1 e s oriented. 
NO 1£ w oa.n got o::r.cerpta .f'"...-om pe..mrJllot printed by Guardian. NLIJ, 

LBS, w1 th our address, hov to got pamphlet . 
boota'tores that handle ,S£od .:m! ,9.I1d ;oyamen' 
'bookstores, M ands, oto the.t ue knol1 or eJsae'lhere i n wount17 mo 

wol4 aell eome 
li1r.rariee-Jane .&iJrlne:rman tro.rl:c in a Ubra171 ie willing to wrk 

~ J1j.atribution locally a!ld ets.t.e-aide for librariQs~ 
adftrlieoments in Movement no\1Sp:2.per. 

~ J.«Jt{ll.~ .-n (,n m:urosa 
ort print 5000 tor 1860-about 16¢ each. eoll th(;)m for 50¢, w break 

cmm at 1700 oopiea. 'l'd.U oerttdnly g~·i; mora mono7 f some poople thaD 
~. alao f'Und,..ra1sing, excess can cover fUture operati ns, as w ll aa. 
pnbapa PQing for prlntill6 5()0()¢ more. P~let distribution on oolloge 
oampuaee should, i n most cases, ba salos ~ at at lean 25tt, usual]Jr ~. 

I. !. 
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