
I NFORNATION FOR LEGAL DEFENSE 

If you are arrested, you should try to get out of jail on O.R., 
tha t is, on your own recognizance, without having to pay any bail. 

~he s taff from the San Francisco O.R. Bail Project will interview 
yoa and then the judge will decide whether he wants to let you out 
on O.R. 

In order for you to be considered for O.R., you have to give certain 
info to the Bail Project, then three references whom they can call 
to check the info you give. We can speed up the process by using 
names of people working on the strike, if we can find out when 
you've been busted. Then we call O.R. before they even interview 
you and give strike people as references. (It's also necessary to 
list three other reference people, in case we can't find out in 
time for the interview.) 

Give complete inform~tion, give only one address once, etc. 

Name: 

Present Address: 
How long have you lived there? 

\!-There did you live before and ho:w long? 

How long have you lived in the Bay Area? 

Who do you live with--
a. by yourself 
b. with friends 
c. parents or family 
d. husband or wife 

How long have you been at State? 

Job info: Do you have a job right now? 

a. Employer's name 

b. Employer's address and phone 

c. How long have you worked there? 

d. Where did you work before and how long? 

Just in case ---names, addres s es and phone numbers (must be some-
one with phone) of t hree other referen ce s }YhO qa.n __ _g i ve ___ same info. 

1. Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 

2. Name : 
Addr ess : 
Phone: 

3. Name: 
Addre s s: 
Phone : 

F 1 .., ,'J f' · f' ···-"' · r-t · - y er do ' 'C'J U. have some or ega~ ~ ~~ - ens e ~n o : ~~ you neec ~ ~-w · , J 

way of pay ~;_ ng f ·:; r p a rt c f co s t s ? 
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YOUR RIGHTS*THEIR WRONGS 

Remember, the law requires you to obey the orders of a cop even if those 
orders are unlawful. At the scene, the COP IS THE LAW, abstract principles - 
of justice and humane deci sions of the appellate courts remain abstract-
ions. 

Do not forget that the confrontation at State College is highly political. 
Decisions will not be the product of legal analysis. The Tactical Squad is 
being used as a political devi ce to erush a Movement. The criminal charges 
are political weapons; they are intended to: build favorable public opin
ion for the college administration, remove persons from the campus, fright
en others from comin g to the campus ~ and overcome the participating organ~ 
izations in the court proceedi.ngs through high bails, court costs and at
torney fees. For example ~ t he demoralizing felony charges have been made, 
not to prosecute individuals for the specific offenses honestly believed 
to have been committed , but ra-ther to jail them on high bails which will 
either keep them ttin " for an ex ~, ended period of time or will result in the 
equivalent of a h j.gh fine. Fe r "\vhen the individual pays the required ten 
percent to a bondsr. an, he will. n ot recover his money. rt is also intended 
by the-·police and prosecution that the f 8ar of a felony conviction will 
induce persons so charged ·~ o ncopn pleas to misdemeanor charges, in other 
words, a deal will be made and the case vrill be disposed o.f . wi.thout _a pub
lic trial. 

You have a right to peac efully picket or leaflet or speak on any sidewalk 
so long as you do n ot block the s i dewalk or cause it to be blocked. No per
mit is necessary fo r this type of free speech activity. 

If you enter a building or other property and are asked to leave by the·' 
owner or his duly authorized agent, you must do so or you are guilty of 
trespass. This is true even of publicl.Y_ owned bu1lilings...---- - ---- - -.._______ 

There is a possibilit y· that you wlll be arrested, regardless of contrary 
intentions. 

IF YOU ARE BUSTED~ 

1. Remain Ol'ganizedo 
584 7776 

2o Have the phone nunber of t he Defense Committee: 552 2811 
776 6865 

3· Shout your name ~o t he crowd around you when arrested. others will also 
call the Defense Committee. 

4. Get the name and/or badge number of the cop who actually arrested you. 
Remember as many details R S possibles names and/or identification of 

· witnesses o 

5. Rights in jail: (a ) ri ght to make 2 phone calls. 
(b) right 't',o con sult attorney of your choice. 
(c) r ight to remain silent, and we advise you to exercise 

tb.is rj_ghto Give current age, address and name. 

6~ bearn the names of persons busted with you and determine whether they 
have bail resour ces. C.o l l ect:ivel? get in touch with all contacts. 

· 7u As soon as possible ~ call the Defense Committee and give: 
(a) the names of all persons arrested. 
(b) t he bail re sources of those persons. 

.,/ 

(c) indication of where detained and on what charges. 
(d) t he amount at which bail is set., 

AFTER RELEASE~ contact the Def8nse Committee .. 

REMEMBER: The cops 9 prcsecutore , courts and laws are there to serve some
one's Lrrterest ru1d that s omeone will not be youJ 
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I wqs walking with the striking students who were leaving the campus on Thursday, December 12th. 
The l.ine of people stopped where a fellow demonstrator had been arrested at the side of the admi nistration 
building. After pointing out to the person next to me how frightened a couple of the police were in words 
that might hov~ been considered profane, one of the officers raised his club against me. After a short 
cho$~ they caught me and forced me to the ground. 

I was booked for profanity, trespassing, inciting to riot, resisting arrest and battery upon a police 
offic~tr. At my appearance in court I found that the only charge left was battery upon a police officer . 
This is ~:me of the charges I am definitely not guilty of. Mine is but another of the many false arrests 
mode upon the campus. 

I Qm a lesser oppressed member of the working class who so far have not gone to your campus in 
significant numbers to support your just struggle. 

Supporting the liberation movement of the Third World Students and trying to persuade my fellow 
workers that such was in the interest of all who work for a living got me fired from my job. 

A small but growing number of workers are beginning to see the logic as the movement of students 
and Third World Peoples slowly begins to make sense. 

It was no surprise to find that the police hod difficulty in believing that a white plumber would be 
involve~ in showing support for your just struggle. 

If you witnessed my arrest wi II you please call me soon. 

Stan ley L. Roberts. 
2020 Evergreen Drive 
Son Bruno, California 94066 
Phone 589-0271 



Pl e ::., 3 (•cmplete th"_·: f or rn in detail -.:her:Gve-: you wit r:.o ss any 
a rre ::; t or incid~:-r:\:; :::.' pol ice bru ta l i ty. Do so imme di ately whil8 
i t i s fl' e sh in :r ct.~r :nind. Re turn it to the Le ga l Defense Commi-::tee 
a t 5':1 6 F i llmore . ':""he phone numbe r s a re 863- 844 1 and 8G3- 8442. 

WIT NE SS STATEl\'JENT 

Nilll'iE OF liVI T NE SS 

Address : 
Phone: 
Major: 

NAI'i!E OF PERSON (S ) AKRESTED : 
( or des cription ) 

DATE OF ARREST: 

DETAILS OF I NCIDE1-!J' : 

l~CJ'llr;}i:,I'. RIF. 1NJ1JR1ES IF 1\b.'Y : 

NA1v1E (S) OF ADD1TlfJ\111'..L WITNESSES : 

PlACE: 

PUASE KEEP THIS FOBE vH 'l'H yuq AT ALT. TTI\~RS -- ---------- --- -- -- --- .. -- - . --

Date : 
Time : 

~L--------- --------



B rather or Siste r DeEA ndant 

The Legal Defense Committee is sorry that you were busted but that 

is now behind us N~w . • we must beg1n to prepare a legal defense 

that is suitable to getting you off with a minimum amount of penalty 

if any, and bring out . any kind of political imp lication or overtones, 

if you wish this. To do this as effectively as possible, we will need 

as much co-operation from you as is possible. Things that you must 

do to expedite our assignment of attorneys to you and to begin pre-

paring a legal defense for you are as follows: 

1. Complete in duplicate The Defendants Arrest Sheet with all the 

information as completely as possible. 

2. Obtain and bring to us a recent photograpq of yourself. 

3 •. Contact friends to find out possible witnesses to your arrest. 

4. Contact the Legal Defense Committee for any witnesses that we 

may have found for you. 

5. Contact all your witnesses and obtain from them witne ss state-

ments of exactly what he or she witnessing happening to you. B e sure 

you bring this inforrstion to us. 

6. Keep in touch with the Legal Defense Committee a bout your cou r -:; 

B.ppearance dates; who your lawyer is, how he is working ou t for you 

and what y ou feel about him; vTha t your situation as far as witnesso n , 

inve stigations, financial matters, etc. a re concerned 

Th e Legal Defense Committe e is locate d in the baseme nt of t he Sacred 

Heart Church Rectory at 564 Fillmore. The numbe rs at wh ich you can 

reach Legal Defense are 863-8 441 and 863-8442. A point to remember con-

cerning the function of the Legal Defense Committe is that it can only 

serve you effectively as you co-operate with us in providing us with 

the necessary information. In ot her words, we can onl,y he] p you if 

you help yourself first. 
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INFORMATION ON THE MASS ARREST 'i'RlALS 

(People arrested for partic~pating in a ially ~n the campus, 
Jan • . 23, 1969) 

TOTAL ARRESTED 435 

TOTAL TRIED SO FAR (As of Sept. 1) 167 

_CHARGES: 
· Al~ defendants are ch~~ged . with disturbing · the 

peace, · f 'ailure to dispe"rse and . unlawful assembly. 
·All charges are misdemea~or~. 

GROUP TRIALS 
All ·defendants are being tried in groups of 
from 5 to 12 people. 

ARBITRARY VERDICtS 
There is little consistency, if any, in the 
verdicts given those . tried so far for their 
participation in the rally. 

42 people: fully cleared : of all 3 charges; 
35 peo~le: received mixed hung jury and acquittal 

verdicts. Some have been retried, 
some - had charges dropped. 

31 people: convicted on 1 or 2 charges; 
66 people: c6nvicted on all 3 charges. 

INCONSISTENT SENTENCES 
There is a wide range of sentences for those 
convicted of 1 to 3 ·charges: 

30 days suspended sentence to one year in jail; 
no fine to $500 fine; 
no probation to 3 years probation. 

Furthermore, sentences have increased as the trials 
continue: .. 
Sentences in early June and beginning of July were: 

either 15 days in jail, 90 days suspende? 

or 
Sentences in 

· .e.i tJ.:ter 

sentence, and one year probation; ~ 
45. days in jail. · 
late July. and Auguest were: 
30-60 days in jail, 180 days suspended 
sentence, 2 to 3 years probation; 
6 months in jail. 











PROBATION DEPARTMENT POLICY: RECOMMENDATION OF 
~NDATORY JAIL TERMS 

According to the test~mony of probation office~s 
in Judge Calcagno's and Judge Reynolds•courts, 
Probation Department Supervisor Cavanaugh issued 
orders that ~11 probation officers must re6ommend 
jail terms for all the mass arrest defendants, 
regardless of prior records or the value of their 
work in the community. 

This is totally ·~nprecedented in . first ·conviction 
misdemeanor cases. 

REPRESSIVE USE OF BAIL 

Denial of O.R. 
Soon after the strike 
decision not to grant 
nizance to any people 

began, the judges made a 
release on their own recog
arrested in the S.F. State 

strike. 
Result: 
was over 

total bail for the 700 people arrested 
$70,000. 

High Cost of Appeal Bonds 
The usual cost of an appeal bond in a misdemeanor 
case is double that of the original bond. For the 
435 arrested on Jan. 23, bails were set at $350 per 
person, with the exception of some of the strike 
leadership. 

Appeal bonds ~or those convicted in the mass arrest 
trials have ranged from $1500 to $6250. 



3T~IK~: BULLETIN 

Court trials have been put off until r·1arch 24, for the 

reason of setting up peace talks. 

Campus hearings are still to be continued however talks 

concerning amnisty are still in progress. 

RETHNDER : 

He must never allow ourselves to be fooled by t he pig's 

tricknology--we should more than ever bring death bl 0ws 

to the beast because he is nearing extintion, while we 

are coming into B8ING. 

OUR SURVIVAL I S HO:t-.: NEGOTIABLE 
FIGHT ON 



LEGAL DEFENSE BULLETON 

If you have seen any of the 190 individual arrests oP if you witnessed 

the arrest of the 456 people on January 23rd, you ~y be carrying information 
;..; 

in your head that could free a brother or sister. 
'1 t _ _,\ 

Pecember, the first weeks of Hayakawa's rampage. 
f 

·: · I 

Re~all the first 'Weeks in 

It was during th{d time 

r.~at most of the felony arrests. were made. Ths problem is that we don't have 

~nough witnesses to counteract the police perjury. Almost all the felony 
~ 
pharges were filed as attempts to cover up unjustified beatings, so if you 
") 

;~aw anybody ~~aing hit, the chan$es are very good that he is facing ·trial on .. _, 
~aunts of assault on an officer (a felony). 
i 

~ The trials are just beginning and we need witnesses now! We also need • 
~any r>hotographs and film that have been taken at State. These don't need to 

~•how a.etual arrest~, because they can be used · to identify witnesses or dis-

~ount ,ali~e teltimony. For instance, the police version of the charge on 

:. the l,ibMJ'y .eteps is that they· a:lowly and ~~ful.ly .appl.ied ~ ~ the 
' 

.ePowd in o:rdal'l to d~t'ersoe -the · people.. 

Ji" you have witnes.-ed arr~t• -ol' iMidente of ~atiPJ.g~ '01- 1? you have 

_ pkototl'Qphf o• film, or- if you know of anyone who doee, 

CONTACT lMMEOL\TELY: 

LEGAL DEFENSE 
546 Fillmore Stpe@t 
San Franeieco 
863-8441 o~ 86J-S44Z 



LAWYERS NEWSLETTER #~ 

Surveys for classroom attendance were done by the Campus Communication 
Center, S.F. State, during the month of January. The communication 
center is an organization recognized as neutral by both the admini
stration and striking groups. The figure for "classes scheduled" 
was taken from the class bulletin and did not include classes which 
were not scheduled at the time of the publication of the bulletin. 
Attendance figures were done by a room to room survey in each building, 

_and an actual head count of people in those classrooms. This 
information was put in the communication newsletter and distr~buted 
to the campus. Below are reprints from some of those newsletters: 
Newsletter dated 1/13/69, attendance check between 1-2p.m. previous 
Friday. 
BLDG. CLASSES SCHEDULED CLASSES MEETING % ATTENDANCE 

CIJ~SSES MEETING 
HLL 41 22 56% 
BSS 27 14 69% 
SCI 27 13 50% 
PSY 10 2 41% 
ETI 12 12 44.5% 
ART 18 2 55% 
C . A. 22 1 20% 
Newsletter dated 1/14/69, attendance check between 1-2 that 
with the exception of C. A. Bldg. which was done at 12. 
HLL 52 29 19 .. 5% 
BSS 21 12 53% 
SCI 29 18 44.5% 
PSY 5 0 0 
ED 27 18 68.5% 
ART 15 l 84.5% 
C.A. 16 14 47% 

ojo ATTEND. 
APPROX. OVER. 

28% 
35% 
25% 

8% 
44.5% 

5% 
.5% 

Monday, 

11% 
30% 
28% 

0 
46% 

6% 
41% 

Newsletter dated 1/15/69, attendance check between 12:30-1:50 Tuesday. 
6% 
7% 
26% 
12% 
25% 
45% 

HLL 43 9 27% 
BSS 18 3 47% 
SCI 16 12 35% 
PSY 5 2 31% 
ED 18 14 33% 
ART 2 1 90% 
C.A. 13 2 20% 6% 

of the 
aih.d all 

Of a total of 115 classes scheduled, 43 were held; that is 37% 
classes scheduled on campus at t he surveyed time were meeting, 
of those were below 50% attendance. 
Newsletter dated 1/16/69, attendance check between 11-12, Wednesday. 
HLL 59 13 39% 9% 
BSS 21 16 50% 38% 
SCI 28 7 31 % 9% 
PSY 4 0 0 0 
ED 12 12 66% 66% 
ART 14 1 26% 26% 
C.A. 17 9 39% 7% 
The figures for the entire college % Attendance in classes held 40% 

% Attendance Overall 17% 
Newsletter dated 1/15/69, attendance check between 11-12, Thursday. 
HLL 53 14 41% 11% 
BSS 24 12 48% 24% 
PSY 5 2 27. 5% 11% 
ART 22 4 28% 5% 
CA 2 3 ? 5 1 % 13% 
ED 35 10 65% 19% 
Science: We did not get a full r eport on the Science building today. 
In the 2 classes which were surveyed, attendance was 70%. 
Figures for college, excluding Sicence are: % of attendance 46% 

% of overall 14% 
Newsletter dated 1/20,69, attendance check between 12-1, Friday. 
HLL 47 26 40% 22f 
BSS 16 12 62. 5% 4 7% 
SCI 20 8 50% 20% 
PSY 2 1 8% 4% 
ED 20 8 50% 20% 
ART 3 2 2 5% 17% 
C.A. 7 6 29% 25% 
Attendance in classes held 42% % Overall attendance 24% 
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Newsletter dated 1/21/69, attendance check 
BLDG. CLJ~SSES SCHEDULED CIJ;.SSES r-1EETING 

HLL .37 9 
BSS 27 16 
SCI 27 21 
PSY .2 0 
ED 37 9 

• ART 17 5 
c.~. 26 10 
Overall attendance for the campus was 19% 
Newsletter dated 1/22/69, attendance check 
HLL 32 11 
BSS 19% 7 
MT 2 1 
PSY 3 G 
ED 28 8 
SCI 19 10 
C.A. 9 3 

page 2 

between 11-12, Monday. 
% l~TTENDJ~NCE % ATTENDJ~.NCE 
CLASSES MEETING APPROX. OVER 

59% 17% 
47% 28% 
46% 35% 

0 0 
59% 14% 
70% 20% 
65% 25% 

between 12:35-1:50, 
44% 
40% 
75% 

0 
61% 
56% 
82% 

Tuesday. 
15% 
14% 
38% 

0 
18% 
29% 
27% 

Attendance for classes held was 52% 
Overall a ttendance for the college was 19%. 
For further information contact the Communicat ion Center: 469-1100/* 
NOTE: These figures do not r ef lect attendanc e in Off-campus classes. 
In addition, the Newsletter dated 1/22 carried the following statement: 
RALLY 
The TWLF is offering to clarify the issues involved in the SFSC strike 
and urges all concerned students and citizens from the SF community to 
come to the rally at 19th Ave. and Holloway, lO:OOAN, Thursday, Jan. 23. 
NOTE: Can this be used to illustrate that public information was 
available on campus about the 1/23 rally at least one day in advance? 
Isn't it likely that the police saw the news~etter7 
Three courts not in session: 0 1 Gara, Maloney and Allen. 
In Low's court: 
Epting (cont.) 
1. Jury sees "evidence" of weapons collected on 1/23. Judge says it 
is circumstanmial, not direct, evidence. Jury to judge whether it is 
relevant. Epting testifies that evidence was handled by the booking 
officers--he was in charge of the ?area." Actually only 2 knives were 
brought to him. 
2. Said it was 3 minutes, approxima tely, from the end of the announce
ment to the arrest~ Testified tha t 40-50% of the crowd left. 
3. The period of time in which the crowd r emained "static," in which 
almost ne one was leavine , was 1! minutes. 
4. Testified that the crowd was defiant. His evidence : the rally, 
the speeches, continued. 
5. How far did the 300-400 people who left walk within the minute and 
a half? Epting said 475 feet. 
6. Defense pointed out that distance 75ft longer than a football 
field. 
7. Epting said he could walk 100 yrss. in 20 seconds. Defense pointed 
out that world's record was 9.2 for 100 yd. dash. Epting stuck to his 
statement. 
8. Said they'd arrested a deaf-mute, but let him go at Hall of Justic e . 
Defense asked why. Epting said that o~viously the guy ha dn't heard the 
announcement. 
9. When asked to tell ever))hing he did from time of announcement to 
arrest, Epting rambled on for 4 minutes. Another time he was asked to 
tell about everything he personally saw or heard--no speculations. He 
rambled on for 20 minutes. When allowed to ramble, the well-rehearsed 
quality of his answers comes through. 
10. Contradicted testimony Driscoll, from the TAC Squad gave. Driscoll , 
who arrested 58 people that day, s a id that before arrest he'd watch 
the 300-400 leave the area. Said that he had been in the right hand 
corner, and that the rear rank which he was in was usual}y pulled out to 
protect the front. He moved to left side, and was able to watch. 
(Douldn't s ee from where he wa s standing on right r ear because he's only 
5'9, whereas average height for squad is 6 1 1. Epting said that the 
rean had been standing at ease, in posmtion--refuting Driscoll's 
testimony. 
*No attendance r ecorded for 1/23 or any subsequent day. 
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In We lsh's court--now on d e f ense witnesses: 
Edith Roller, Se creta ry, Ac a d emic Senate , SFSC 
Academic Senate is a n ele cte d body (44 members) of 1 student, l admin
istra tor, 42 faculty emmb ers. She is sec~etary t o the cha irma n, Leo 
McCla tchy. 
1. On campus 1/23 shortly a fter 8 a. m. Stoppe d t o t a lk t o those 
striking senat ors who wer e on the precket line a bout d ocuments she 
normally delivered to the s t riking s en a tors. 
2. He ard there was t o b e a s tudent rally. Left offic e a t 10 to 
d~1iver the documents. Whm1 e she wa s gone she heard f:L om a s e cretary 
tha t a student was a rre st e d, 
3. Wa s a t her d e sk durrng t he n oon h our. She was obse rving from a n 
open window from 12-12:30. Could see the speake r s , couldn't hea r them. 
4 . Heard the announc ements. Thinks she r e c ognized t he vo i ce . The 
announc ement was simila r to othe r s that ha d b een ma d e on top of the 
Administra tion building b efor e . 
~. Usual rally time was a t no on. 
6. In the past, orders were r e ad 2 or 3 times to give students a 
chance to dispers e . This time poplice encircle d the group very 
quickly. 
7. Said she wa s sympathe tic to the student strike--felt that their 
aims were good. She had picke~ed during her lunch hour in the past. 
She told the Scho ol Personne l of f icer that she picke ted. 
8. Said that 90% of cla sses not meeting on campus a t that point, but 
the pros e cution ob j ection was sustaine d. She a lso refe rPd to the 
ca mpus Communica tion Cente r Newsle tt er's sarbeys. 
9. Express e d her beli e f in fre e dom of speech. 
10. Didn't know what authority the pre sident ha d to limit free spee ch. 
11. Saw incidents at the library--she was there a fter 1 p.m., after 
a rre st and encirclement. She l e ft her offic e at 1 w~th an EOP student 
who worked mornings only, and the y went to see the rally. 
12. D. A. aske d h e r if it wa sn't true that she was ''heading a movement 

- to have the Ladi e s Room in the Administra tion building unlocked." 
She said it wasn't a ma ss movement, but tha t she wa s opposed to having 
the rooms lo~ke d. P oint e d out tha t men's rooms wer e unlocked. 
13. Said she s aw groups coming down onto the c ampus b e for e noon. 
Saw them roming down qui e tly, a nd with banners. 
14. Couldn't estima t e how many were a t the Spe akers Pla tform. Assumed 
it t o be the numb er a rre sted. Se eme d to h e r that there were fewer 
outside the c~rlce tha n inside . 
15. Didn't know defendants. Thought on e might b e long t o the English 
Union. Was a ske d a b out who she knew in SDS. Only s a id she knew d e 
Ge r e ( a n editor of the ~at er .) Sa id she didn't know who ca lled the 
rally for tha t da y. 
16. Rolle r k ee ps a journa l, wh i ch she brought with h e r to r e fr e sh h e r 
memory. Sta t e s tha t she knew fr om d e Ger e a b out t he noon r a lly. Als o 
s a id she s a w fly e r a b out the rally. 
17. She had n ot picke t e d on campus tha t da y. 
David Lawsky (already t e stifi e d in O'Ga r a 's court) (se e newsle tt e r #6) 
1. Was 30-35 f e e t from Speak e rs Platform. Then mov e d clos e r to 
the pla tf orm, h e ld mike up to the bullhorn. Fina lly was on the 
platform. 
2. Wa s encircle d. Mov e d towa rd the e dge of the crowd, trie d to g e t 
out. Droppe d his pre ss pa ss, picked it up, but cou ldn't but it on 
hims e lf, s o h e ld it in his hand. He wa s with a UPI colleague . 
Police s a w them bnth a nd s a id "You d on't b e l ong t h er e " a nd took them 
out of the tight circle of a rreste es. 
3. Ta~e pla yed. Lawsky said on it "It's 12:2§, a nd we've just be en 
ordere d t o dispers e ." 
4 . At the end of the t a p e a v oic e tha t s ounds like Hare 's s a ys "Fuck 
the pigs" onc e . Crowd did not j oin in. (An offic e r h a d testifi e d 
that this wa s a crowd chant.) Shortly a fterwards the t a pe clicks off. 
5/ Didn't se e a nyone l eav e the crowd b e fore encirclement. 
6 . In Wa da's sp~e ch, you c a n hear the helicopt er throughout. 
7. Sa w n otic e a bout l/6letter in the S.F. Chronicle. 
8. Encirclement happent ~ quickly, they didn't know they were b e ing 
surrounde d until the circle wa s a lmost comple t ed. Saw the Tac Squa d, 
then the pa ddy wa gons. 
9. Sa id 1/6 letter ma y not h ave been in the Chronicle . But d oesn't 
r e call se e ing signs or p osters a bout illegal r a llie s. 
10. Sa id it wa s customa ry f or pe ople t o chant a ft e r spee ches were 
mad e , 
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10. On tape Lawsky says he saw someone throw a board a t the library. 
11. Showed pictures. Identified a solo 3 waeeler traffic officer as 
a part of the Tac Squad.~Then identified Tac Squad men. 
12. The administra tion announcement was made directly after Yuri 
Wada's speech. Knew something wa s being said. On the tape he says 
"They started shouting to drown out the announcerner ... t." 

In Mana's court: 
f!:££. McCruly, Business Dept. (perhaps spelling is off) 
1. Was in class from 11-12:15. When students came in he had them 
drop the windowss blinds. His cla ssroom faced the central campus. 
It was on the west side of the BSS building. 
2. Heard the first announcement. 
3. Went to the pD~ch of the building, observed the central campus. 
Could see a meeting going on at the Speakers Platform, someonw was 
speaking through a small builhorn. 
4. He was with some students. He said something to them, the~ moved 
to the east door, he went with them. There were no police at the 
door. The door was unlocked. They stood at the door for several 
minutes. 
5. He heard 2 announcements. There was perhaps 10 minutes between 
them. Between 1 minute and 15 minutes, 
6. When he next looked, people were being surrounded. 
7. People were shouting, there were also a large number of people 
south of the Speakers Platform. 
8. This witness was dying to tell all kinds of stories about what 
took place on campus a fter the arrests. Defense asked one question: 
Did you hear a helicopt er tha t day. He said either "no" or "I don't 
know." 
9o Judge explained to witness that hearsay was not admissable. Also 
explained the difference bwtween a guess and an estimafe. Those are 
the "rules of the game 11 he said. 
Further notes about the court are not availabe, but will be added as 
we get them. 

The brief on the San Fernando Va llyy State College acquitals will be 
available Monday or Tuesday, We are in the process of colating them. 
We will get them to you c s quickly a s possible. 

For you informati on are listed the cla sses · that face west from the BSS 
building to the centra l campus during the noon hour on Thursdays: 
12:35-1:50 Soc. 180(2) Urban Soc. Miller BSS106 
12;35-1:50 Soc. Work 100,01(3) Comanor BSS218 
11:00-12:15 Bus. 124(2) Off. Sys. Yuen BSS204 
11:00-12:15 Bus. 128.2(1) App. Comm. Johnson BSS209 
11:00-12:15 Bus. 11.1(2) Intensive Typing McCleod BSS212 
11:00-12:15 Psy. 10,1(11) Personal Soc. Whitman BSS106 
11:00-;2:15 Bus. 195(4) Mgmt. Trull BSSllO 
11:00-12:15 Bus. 124.2(1) Office Sys. SicklebauserBSS214 
11:00-12:15 Eng. 50(1) Intra . to Lit. Stout BSS218 

Legal Defense is conc erned, as these trials come t o an end, that 
lawyers will be willing to appeal · those cases which result in 
conviction. We will be talking to you individually, 



SAN FRANCISCO STATE LEGAL 

DEFENSE C 0 M M I T T E E 

Sununer, 1969 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

THE STRIKE AT SAN FRANCISCO STATE IS OVER, BUT THE 
STRUGGLE GOES ON. 

A vital part of that struggle is being carried on 
by the San Francisco State Legal Defense Committee, a 
group of San Francisco State students and residents from 
the San Francisco communities who actively supported ~he 
recent strike at S.F. State. The primary objective of 
the Legal Defense Committee is the defense of our people: 
the 700 of our brothers and sisters facing political trials 
in the courts. The Legal Defense Committee has undertaken 
the task of recruiting over 80 lawyers willing to defend 
strikers free of charge, of gathering evidence for the 
defense cases, of educating the defendants about courtroom 
procedures and the strategy of waging a political defense, 
of spending hours each day in the courtroom with defend
ants, so that they won't feel isolated and alienated from 
the struggle, and, most important, of raising thousands 
of dollars for appeal bonds for defendants found guilty 
of actively supporting the principles for which we went 
on strike. 

In the face of the mounting repression which heralds 
an era of fascism in this country similar to the early years 
of Nazi Germany, it is mandatory that we who are the objects 
of this encroaching fascism band together to defend ourselves. 
An important part of that defense involves informing con
cerned people all over the country about the true nature and 
aims of the struggle we are involved in, and of the repress
ive forces that are attempting to eliminate the people 
engaged in that struggle. 

IT IS NO LONGER SUFFICIENT NOR IS IT VALID to use vague 
generalities to enlist support for the struggle going on in 
this country. Accurate information and an in-depth under
standing of the current situation is necessary if people are 
to join in a common struggle against oppression. 

546 fillmore st san francisco call f. 94117 tel: 863·8441, 863-8442 
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THE STRUGGLE TO IMPLEMENT THE 15 DEMANDS 

Last March, the leadership of the Third World Liberation 
Front at San Francisco Sta te officially called a stop to the 
4~ month long strike, the longest of its kind in the history 
of higher education in this country. TWLF announced that they 
had reached a satisfactory agreement with the Select Committee, 
chosen by acting president Hayakawa, and empowered by him to 
implement the 15 demands. Third World students vowed to renew 
the struggle for liberat i on in their communities, and to carry 
on the arduous task of e nsuring that the college would live up 
to the commitment agreed upon by TWLF and the Select Con~ittee. 

Despite Hayakawa's refusal to accept the terms of the 
agreement of his own selected committee, TWLF has been successful 
in its continued fight f or the implementation of the demands. 
There will be a Black Studies Department and a School of Ethnic 
Studies beginning in the fall of 1969, with courses developed 
by third world students and faculty, and with control of staffing 
an.d administration of the programs largely in the hands of third 
world organizations and their communities. 

However, one of the key demands of TWLF, open admissions 
for all third world students into the college, has by no means 
been granted. The Equal Opportunity Program, through the efforts 
of third world students and staff, provided an excellent educa
tional, tutorial and counselling program for ~28 third world 
students in 1968-69. Hayakawa has recently stated that the 
program will be able to admit only 150 third world students in 
the academic year 1969-70, which means less than 25 students 
from each of the participating third world communities. 
(In San Francisco, over 70% of the high school students are 
from third world f amilies.) On a state-wide level, Reagan has 
blue-pencilled a million dollar appropriation for the Equal 
Opportunity Programs for all the state colleges, thus effectively 
cutting off any real possibility for large numbers of third 
world students to receive a college education in the near future. 

Despite these temporary setbacks, the issues raised by the 
educational demands of t he Third World Liberation Front at 
S.F. State have been echoed by third world and white students 
in universities across the country , and institutions of higher 
education are slowly beg i nning to r ealize that the needs of 
third world _people must be met, if the institutions are to 
continue functioning. The S.F. State strike , aptly called 
''Marna Strike" by the Movement newspaper, has been in the 
vanguard of the struggle f or renovation of the educational 
system in the United States. 
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JHE PRINCIPLES OF THE STRIKE CHALLENGE THE EDUCATION FACTORY 

Education is a vital political force. It can be used as 
a means of continued indoctrination into the ideology that 
maintains and perpetuates the present political and economic 
system, or it can become an agent in the movement for liberation 
from oppression. The principles underlying the 15 demands: 
Ehe fight against racism, self-determination for third world 
reople, and power for the ~eolle to implement programs necessary 
or their survival, are pr1nc plea which are directing the 

struggles of oppressed people of all races throughout this 
country. 

These principles are a direct challenge to the corporate 
elite who control the political, economic and educational 
institutions of the country. At San Francisco State, these 
industrial rulers are embodied in the Board of Trustees, 
whose function is to ensure that the college system operates 
smoothly to produce docile workers for the major institutions 
of the state. These workers -- teachers, government employees, 
social workers and business managers -- must be well indoctrin
ated to maintain and strengthen the institutions that continue 
to oppress the people. 

When students begin to attack the fundamental objectives 
of the educational institution, their efforts must be repressed 
before the challenges which they raise gain strength and support. 
At S.F. State, strikers and strike-supporters have been subject 
to the combined repressive forces of the college, the courts, 
the State, and in the near future, the federal government. 

REPRESSION AT THE COLLEGE 

At the colleg~ , Hayakawa has instigated disciplinary 
proceedings against hundreds of students involved in the strike, 
and has appointed a new administrator in charge of "internal 
security" to carry on the disciplinary hearings. The hearings 
are a complete violation of due process and abrogate the 
defendant's basic legal right s as delineated in the Constitu
tion. Three faculty members, chosen for their opposition to 
the strike, sit in judgement over the student. The only 
evidence against the student is the police report, which often 
does not even mention the student by name, but only refers to 
a "noisy disturbance on campus," in which the student is alleged 
to have participated. 
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Although the student can have a lawyer with him, the 
lawyer is not allowed access to the college's prosecuting 
evidence against the student. The student is not permitted 
to call in witnesses on his behalf, and all his testimony 
can be used against him in his court trial. ~his is a clear 
violation of a defendant's protection against double jeopardy, 
and is used solely as a means of intimidating the student. 
In one court suit brought against the hearings, Federal 
Court Judge Zirpoli declared the procedures used to be invalid, 
and a class action against the procedures is presently being 
prepared. 

REPRESSION IN THE COURTS 

In the courts of San Francisco, the trials of striking 
students have been a mockery of any so-called "justice" 
in our judicial system. All of the judges involved have 
been warned by reactionary legislators and by Reagan that 
their jobs are in jeopardy if they don't come down with 
qonvictions and heavy sentences. So far, in 16 trials . of 
groups of up to lb people (all accused of exactly the same 
act: participation in a 25 minute rally on the campus), 
there have been 4 acquittals, 3 hung juries, 2 groups 
convicted of some charges and acquitted on others, and 7 
groups' convicted of all 3 charges: disturbing the peace, 
unlawful assembly and failure to disperse. The sentence~ 
for disturbing the peace have ranged from 15 days to one 
year, depending on how well known the defendant was for 
his activity in the strike. 

One Nigerian student has recently been convicted of 
attempted arson on the basis of witness testimony that a 
"black student was seen leaving a campus building with a 
briefcase" at the time of the Nigerian's arrest. (The 
inference being that all blacks look alike, and therefore, 
this one is guilty.) The Nigerian government has requested 
that the student be sent back immediately to N~geria; 
the judge has responded by sending the man to spend up to · 
five years in Vacaville penitentiary. 

For those of us who once believed that the First 
Amendment of the Constitution guaranteed our rights of 
free speech and assembly, we have come to realize that 
civil liberties are abrogated as soon as people speak 
out and assemble for their human ' liberty, in a struggle 
for the liberation of oppressed people. 
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REPRESSION BY THE STATE 

The Attorney General of the State of California has 
worked in close conjunction with the Board of Trustees of the 
state college system in an attempt to repress the educationa l 
and community action programs of third world and white student 
organizations involved in the strike. Recently, the Trustees 
revised Title 5 of the Educational Code of the State of Calif 
ornia in order to remove all vestiges of student sel f -govern
ment, by assuming complete financial and programmatic contro l 
of student government operations. Students at t he state 
colleges pay a mandatory student body fee at the time they . 
register for each semester. This money is appropriated to 
variou~ student organizations and activities by the student 
government immediately after it is elected by the students . 
Under the new provisions of Title 5 of the Educational Code, 
this money will be administered by the Chancellor's office 
of the Trustees, to be parcelled out as the Trustees see fit. 
The new ruling of the Trustees, therefore, effectively subjecto 
students to a "taxation without representation" which is a 
denial of one of the basic rights of a democratic government. 

The Trustees ruling also provides for the complete 
censorship of all cultural, educational and political activ
ities that run counter to the Trustees' interests . For 
example, the new Title 5 stipulates that student-run tutor ial 
programs need approval of the Trustees before they ca n buy 
art supplies for tutorial work; and that any film shown or 
play produced by a student organization has to have prior 
approval of the Trustees, in order to be able to use college 
facilities. Furthermore, all student organizations must be 
approved by the Trustees; if the Trustees disapprove of the 
organization's policies or activities, the group will be 
banned from the campus. (Athletic groups, fraternit i es a nd 
sororities are exempted from this provision.) 

To speed up the process of repression, the Attorney 
General has confiscated all student funds remaining from the 
fall and spring registration periods, and thousands of dollars 
presently lie in receivership in the Bank of America. The 
Attorney General has also sanctioned Hayakawa's declar ation 
that a student government election held last May is inva~id, 
because the election was won by a group of students who 
supported the strike and the educational and community action 
programs of the Third World Liberation Front. 

The Attorney General, the Trustees and Hayakawa are 
determined to crush the organizational work of the ~hird 
World Liberation Front by any means ~ecessary. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF FASCISM 

Recently, the federal government ha~ become overtly 
involved as an oppressive force against students demanding 
change. In an action reminiscent of the McCarthy era, the 
House Internal Security Committee (the new name for the 
House Unamerican Activities Co~nittee), has initiated a 
nation-wide investigation of students involved in protesting 
against the injustices of this society. Although the 
administration of San Francisco State has not yet publicly 
announced cooperation wi th the committee, it is well known 
that all the records of students ~nd community supporters of 
the strike are already in the hands of u.s. Attorney General 
Mitchell, and federal indictments in connection with the 
strike are expected by many in the near future. 

THE STRUGGLE GOES ON ·~~ 

The San Francisco State Legal Defense Committee has 
been organized to fight against this overwhelming repression. 
One of our major efforts has been to appeal the cases of 
people convicted for the i r participation in the strike. 
We believe that it is vital to appeal as many cases as we 
can for several reasons. First, and most important, the 
Movement is the people, and we cannot abandon our people 
to a law-enforcement system that is being used as a tool 
of oppression. Secondly,because of the evident prejudices 
of the judges, the methods of jury selection, the inequities 
of decisions and sentences, and the clear violation of 
First Amendment rights, many of our people have the possibility 
of being acquitted in the appellate courts. 

However, the cost of raising appellate bonds is 
astronomical. Str i kers convicted of one misdemeanor 
(e.g., disturbing the peace ) have had bonds set on them 
from $2000-$3000. Felony conviction bonds go from $5000 
to $10,000. Estimates show that we will need a total of 
either $100,000 in non-returnable bail premiums, or else 
$1,000,000 in returnable bail bond loans. 

In order to facilitate the administrative work of 
handling total bond loans, we are working with the Bay Area 
Movement Bail Fund, which has a CPA handling all accounts, 
and which guarantees return of all money loaned for bonds. 
Money donated in sums over $100 can either be designated as 
a loan for the bond (repayable at the time of the appellate 
court decision) , or as a gift toward the bail premium. Sums 
under $100 would go directly as donations for paying non-return
able bail premiums. 
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In addition to the cash arrangements, we are also 
negotiating with the judges to determine whether they will 
accept stocks and bonds and equity on property in lieu of 
cash payments for the total bond. (These would, of course, 
also be returned at the time of the appellate court decision. 
Further information will be available on request to the 
Legal Defense Committee.) 

We are requesting your support in carrying on our 
struggle, a struggle which belongs to all Americans fighting 
for the liberation of oppressed people, and for the right of 
all people to determine their own destinies. 

Power to the People, 

SAN FRANCISCO STATE LEGAL DEFENSE COM~ITTEE 

546 fillmore st san francisco call f.94117 tel:863-8441, 863-8442 
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tho •trike> 3re now goinR on ~nd will continuo through Juno. These trials 
should bo opposed and all ch~rses should bo droppodl N•noo ty •hould be 
granted !or t~o reasons. Tbe more t hAn 6oo arrosts during t he strike were 
aad~ because o! t~~ a~~nistration's, Re3~an • s, and Alioto ' s political 
oppos:ition to t he 15 Ce.unds not because of •AY "cr1N.nal" acts. !Ullies, 
picket lineo, l <"netinp h~' > occu~ · fr.:oucnt1y at State in t~o pas t. U h 
when t heto bop,.t.n to effectively b1lild a. IIU\SC mov.rocnt in opposi tion to t he 
Trustees :1nd t hoir busineos friends that they t··oC.ll tl'le '1crl11"11n.'ll" acts of 
"d1sturb1ne tho p¢aco'' . 11 1ncl tirlv, t o r 1ct'1 , 

11d \ sorderly oonductn . F\J.rthor-
aorc , t he ju~tness of th~ ti~ht 3Fainst r aci3" and t ho Trustee 's (corpor~te} 
control af tho college de"""~• thAt .,Msty be rrronted. !lot d...an<linr, "'~n .. ty 
and ac:eept inc t~e arrests al'ld C<JIIJrt ~etion arainst strik~rs 1:s to ~,..n ... , t~o 
fact th.3.t the arr ests • oN "OOUUCAl and \."t''n,!ly accepts the possib,le 
punishment.s t h.at rr.ay be viven u.5 by t he •no~ttral" court sv::tom. 

Are the oout-ta rto."\lly neu tral ? The courts .t.ro only a.nothto~r tool o£ t ho 
ruling elite u::cd to squa.sh pl'ORr~tssive movo·ments . Th6 courts are beina 
usud by' t he adlr:inistration in the sa.mo wa.y t no cops and the news :uedia. aro 
being us•d - to break t he strike. &sentially, tne S3<"~e people control 
thf' courts, t.~at sit o·n tho t:o:;.rd of TrJst..us, t.~t run San }o\"a::'lcizoo and 
t.he:t bavo all had thoir hands in tho docis.ion l"'a"ine or t\0~ to defeat tho 
movt.~ent o! Third World and .:hito studt~tnt.s and ;.."'rking p-oople :.gJJ.in:st. 
racism. An example of how tho decision 1'1nkins po;;er i nterlocks is kayor 
Alioto ' s offer a fow wocks ago of a.onosty for t hose people vith misdenl"'enor 
ebargoo. Courts hove boon u•ed recently by toe business pc~ors loe~l1y 
to Qreak workers s trikes . Eoth the r ecent Kaiser HoSFital .or~er' s str1ko 
and the oU l-"'rker' s str1ko woro issued court ol'ders restraining the number 
of p~cketo and picket activity ( scabs wore net to be dealt •'1tl> proper ly) . 
The i~tondod effect was to disable t he otrikes . 

Tho eoprts Aro now offering people deals 1nvolv1nr. a suspol'!ddd sentence, 
probation, and a fino. \<hat t hey are tryin~ t o do is >,et ,,. invol•1od i n 
their ~.a."'e of legaliSl21 and individualioM. This is the aamo ~._,. toot otters 
a. big l'eward tor an ::ast e.y saba.teur but never batted an oye o.hen .an oil 
strike,. vao ldllod llfter beinP, b1 t by a scab t,..1ck. We e:~n not !'all into 
tho trap of isolation, wo Must stick to~ther Md fi~nt politi cally and 
collectively. 

Though tho strike is over the struggle a~o 1n!t r~eism ~nd oopr ession muat 
continuo and grow. Hayak&W4 and his racist cohorts c~n not co unchallen~ed. 
They JIIUst be defeated. 

1>emonstrC~Lte Frido.y 1/.'lO 

C)ty Ne-11 
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Please make checks payable to: 

San li'rancisco State Legal. Defense C()mmitt.ee 
P.O. Box. 31158 
SQnJ.'ranci~~~' CaJJ fornio ~131 

I would like to support the defendants at S.F. State in the 
following ways: 

l. I am enclosing a check for to be used as a 
DONATION to the S.F. State Legal Defense Corrrnittee . 

2. I am enclosing a check for which 1 want to loan to the 
S.F. State Legal Defense Committee-for payment toward the total. 
bond of e defendant. (Only sums over $l00, please.) I understand 
that the money will be . repaid to me after the defendant's case 
has been heard in the appellate court. 

A receipt will be sent to me as soon as the money I have 
loaned is received by the S.F. State Legal Defense Committee. 

3. I have the following stocks, b,".lnds or equ ity t.)n property which I 
---------would like tJ loan to the S.F. State Legal Defense Committee in 

lieu df cash. Please send me more information on details of the 
loan. 

a. stocks b. bonds c. property ----

b. name of stocks or bonds; number of shares and their velu•• 
total value available for loan: 

c. eq1..dty on property: kind and location of property, total value, 
amount or equity: 

Name (please print) 

Address 

City ----------· State ------------------
Zip -------

546 fillmore at aan francisco call f.94117 tel: 863·8441, 863-8442 
~D 
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INSANITY IN THE COURTS: 

THE STORY OF THE MASS BUST TRIALS OF THE S.F. STATE STRIKERS 

WHAT WE DID 
... 

Last January 23, a thousand strikers and strike supporters 
gathered .at a rally in the middle of San Francisco· State's police
ridden campus to hear the Third World Liberation Front talk about 
the 15 demands, and the principles upon which they were based: 
the fight agains~ ~acism, self-determination for third world people, 
and power for the people to implement thei~ demands. 

The rally lasted only 25 minutes when the police surrounded 
us. Half the people were able to get away. 435 of us were busted. 

WHAT THE COURTS SAY WE DID 

All 435 people are accused of three misdemeanor charges: 
disturbing the ~eaie, failure to disperse and unlawful assembly. 

HOW WE ARE BEING TRIED 

. Before the trials began, our lawyers filed motions for 
individual trials. The judges decided this would be too expensive . 
and time-consuming for the courts, so they bunched us into groups 
~f from 5 to 12 people. So far, about 20 groups have been on trial, 
with the same charges and the same evidence used against all of us. 

WHO SITS ON THE JURY AND WHY 

For each group, about 125 prospective jurors are ques
tioned • . :of · these, approximat~ly 8 are black, one a student, one 
a young ~orker under 25. Our juries are overwhelmingly white and 
over 35. They consist of skilled workers, usually supervisors, 
small businessmen, h~usewives, retired people, an~ managers in 
large corporations. 

Why can't we get tried by juries of our peers: third 
world people, poor people and youth? Three reasons: first, 
because jury lists are s~lected from registered voters, and most 
of our peers don't vote because they know the vote doesn't -bring 
them any real power; second, our peers can't afford to live off 
the $6 or $7 a day the city pays ~or jury duty, and few employers 
will compensate their workers adequately for performing their 
"civic duty;" third, because the D.A. excludes anyone from sitting 
on the jury who might have the vagu e st concern about educational 
problems, or the oppression of third world people. 

(*Note: All data in this pamphlet 
··- +· - ..1 .. , f · n. a ~· - f! C "-.... 1 ~ Q :\ 
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The list of organizations, membership in which . dis
qualifies a juror, according to the D.A., includes SANE, American 
Friends Service Committee, and the NAACP, as well of course as all 
the strike-support organizations and the Panthers • . To balance the 
list, the D.A. also includes the American Indepenue~t Party, the 
Minutemen, and the American Nazi Party. {The Commonwealth Club, 
made up of the chief capita l ists of San Francisco who gave Hayakawa 
a standing ovation, is not on the list. Neither is the Chamber of 
Commerce which supports removal of third world people from their 
homes through redevelopment.) 

• I 

Another basi~ for exclusion by the D.A. is association 
with a church-goer. If the prospective juror has a friend or 
relative who ever contributed to the upkeep of Glide Memorial Churc~, 
Sacred Heart Church, Fellowship Church or St. Peter's Church --
all of these churches permitted strike meetings to go on in their 
premises -- th~ juror is disqualified. He'd be pr~judiced in 
favor of the defendants, by remote control association. 

THE D.A.'S CASE AGAINST THE STRIKERS 

No ev.idence 
The D.A. isn't interested in proving that the defendants 

are guilty of the ac~ual charges brought against them. If his case 
was being based on evidence, he'd lose. The assembly wasn't "unlaw
ful," because the strikers had the proper administrative permission 
to use the Speakers Platform, and Hayakawa's edict banning rallies 
certainly hadn't force of law; it was simply administrative fiat. 
Nobody's peace was disturbed; even the D.A.'s chief witnesses, 
Business Department professors, testified that they kept teaching 
~heir classes throughout the rally. The strikers all testified 
that they couldn~t hear the words of the police order to disperse 
gLven over the loud speaker; besides which, they had nowhere to 
disperse to, since the police had them completely surrounded.· · 

Violence and law and order 
The D.A. doesn't need evidence to win his case. All he 

baa to do is rant about "violence" and "law and order~' Say it 
loud enQugh and long enough and some jurors begin to believe it, 
if the mass media hadn't convinced them of it long ago during 
the strike. 

The strategy that the D.A. uses to get his point across 
is to establish the "state of mind'' of his police and scab-faculty 
witnesses. They were all "apprehensive" during the rally because · 
they expected that after the rally all hell would break loose. 

Q. What kind of trouble did you expect? 
A. 111 broken windows, one chair overturned, 

one typewriter out the window, 3 bombs, 
4 fires ~nd 7 stuf f ed toilets. 
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Did tbe$e defendants do these things on Jan. 23? 
Bo. 
In the previous months of the strike? 
I couldn't say, I don~f ' riaember seein& their 
particular faces; but· ·"aoaef)o:dy did,'. _so it 
could have been thea. · · .: ·· 

' . l ; -~ ' 

I< The D,;A. treats the jur·y· to a trip 'to '"Keno·u'aah'• 
Hid·eavay," a ro,oa on the :.second floor of City·'Jiall in w.h.Jcb the 

·' ''· .·, D .A·• in c~arae 'of coordinating the S. F. State ita sa -btlst· 'p.rosecutions, 
·. -.• s =' Marty· McDonagh, has carefully laid out an-: a·r ·senal· ·of -~~~ . the veapona 
. :. · collected fro• arrestees and non-arrestee&"' ·o.ar· the -~:3rd · ~ .· Weapona 
· · · range fro• nail files to picket sticka, with ~b bjba~i~o•l pool 

ball. the D.A. doesn't alleae that any of the dafend4nta S!S! 
·' theae weapons on that day, only that ve •iaht · ha~e~ if the police 

hadn't broken up the rally. · · 
. -~ ... ; ; , -

Tiabt coordination 
The D.A. 'a have their prosecut.ion tightly coord:laatad. 

With ·as •any, aa se-ven trials going on at the aalie tiile, you can 
'walk' into ·any courtroom at a similar stage in t ·he trial aucl aae 

: ~t the •••• police witnesses (Sat. Epting of the Tactical Squacl baa 
· eeatified over 20 tiaes), bear the same fac~lty teatify how fr:labt

.; -·. :e'nacl the7 were, and bear the same sarcastic queations and . coaaenta 
: from all the D.A.'a. 

. ,· 

' Their prize parrot occurs during_ their aua~ation arauaeDt 
to the jury. A aenacins look, a shaking fin&eT waving at the 12 
nervous aen and women in the jury box, and out coaea, 

.. •,, 
".lf ·any of yo·u ·vote to acquit any of theae youna 
••ople of the charges for which they are on 
trial, you persoMlly will b.e : -reap~"•(~·~ .l.~~ .·.for 
any disorders that occur ·at s. 'F. ·s·ta'te: 'Cc)·l 'leaa 
next fall." 

Prosecution rests. 

OUR DIFEISE .... 
.-

Youns , · aoaetimes inexperienced lawyers -- unpaid 
Since we _have no bread to pay lawyers, {all the aoney we 

ean ' raiae go's int~ paying for appeal bonds of defendants convictecl) 
we've had~~~ ~f.ly ~~most entirely on j the public defend~r~a ~ffice, 

. aDd on young lawyers from large firms who've been .-dea:i&ll&tacl by 
their senior partners to use the State caaes to get aoao "trial 
experience." 

!2!~tical education of tbP. lawyers 
For the lawyers, that experience has blown aoae aincls. 

They've discovered what a political trial is all about. The court
roo• walla become a distorted mirror of the power struasle that 
went on at the campus. 
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All the defendants insist that their motivations for 
being at the rally ~- their ~upport of the 15 demands -- be 
explained to the jury and ' injected into the trial at every avail
able occasion. But the .defendant s a re sharply divided over the 
meaning of a "political defens e ." For the Progressive Labor Party 
defendants, and their allies from the Worker-Student Alliance, a 
"political defense" means. an all .o u t attack on the court system 
inside the cou t troom, a n d a commitme n t t o "rev olutionary honesty" 
which impels them to st a te on the t.J itness stand that they believe 
in the overthrow of the government by force and violence, and that 
they implemented this belief du r ing the strike by u sin·g ·any means 
available to attack police a n d dama g e c o lleg e buildings. 

· For the other defendants , a political defense means using 
all available means within the cour t room procedure to edu~ate the · 
jury about the politics of the strike, combined with striving to 
win their cases ·so they don't have to s pend 6 months in jail for 
the crime of attending a rally. 

The D.A. has cleverly placed at least one PL or WSA 
defendant in each group, knowing tha t their defense would be likely 

· t .cf . p-rejudice ;the jurors against all the d~fendan ts. The tactic 
has been extremely effective, difficult for the ~efense lawyers 
to combat. - ·. 

Pitted ag a inst -all the d e fend a nts ··and their ·lawyers, 
is the strong combin a t iop of t he e x tr e me fascists-- the D.A.'s, 
the police, the Busine s s a~ 4 Physi ca l Educat i on De partmertt f~cu~ty 
and the administrators -- a nd the pro t ecto r of the corporate 
interests of the Sta te o ~ Cal ifo r nia , the judge. The 6dds ar~ 
stacked, and cur lawy ers ra p i d ly l o se . a ny i l lus ion s they may have 
had about the i mparti a li t y Df t h e judic i ai system·. 

Winning lawyer s t o t h e nove~en t 
With some o f: t.~1eir i llu s ion s s wep t away -- misconcept

ions about the law nurt ure~ b y t h e i r class background, law school 
training, and aspirations to become ~caith~, r espected profeea 4 ~-~'
-- many of the young lawyers ha ve- be c~~e p ersonally committed to 
the people · they are d e fendin g, a n d p oli t ically comnitted to the 
principles for which we we n t on s t r ike . 

The S.F. Sta t e Le g a l Defense Committ e e · and the individual 
defendants have coope r at ed in th e ef fort t o bring these lawyers 

. into · th_e ; movement .. . He ope ra te on the philosoph y t hat lawyers and 
· defendants are in~blved i n a conm on s t r u g g le, a n d have to. work 

together to win . . 
Th e t'irs t aspe c t of that ·st r u gg le is the development c:: 

a new form of relation~hip , between lawyer and defendant. Instead 
of accepting the . usual attorney-client relationship in which the 
attorney makes all the de~isions about e burtrooo strategy. and 
tactics, while the clien t quietly sits back and awaits the verdict; 
we have maintained that the responsibility for the trial is a 
mutual one. 
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Our respon•ibility is to provide the lawyers with 
whatever legal and technical assistance they require: gathering 
evidence, getting witness depositions, subpoenaing films and 
tapes, doing research on jurors, keeping abreast of new D.A. 
tactics, and providing information on which judges allow what 
kinds of questions and evidence to be introduced into the trial. 

In return we ask that the lawyers be willing to share 
all their knowledge of the law and courtroom strategy with the 
defendants, and that all · decisions on strategy in the trials be 
decided jointly by defendants and lawyers. 

Although we have lost some lawyers vhose clas~ predil
ections could not permit them to accept this new kind of rela
tionship,on the whole, our strategy has been successful. Perhaps 
the most important outcome of the State trials will be that, 
in the future, many more lawyers will be willing to aciept, and 
take the consequences for, the defense of people in political 
trials. 

The elements of a political trial 
Broadly defined, all criminal trials of poor people, 

third world people and youth can be called political trials, for · 
two main re~sbns. First, because the life circumstances of poveity, 
humilia~~on .~nd oppression that these people suffer are the direct 
result of the political and economic institutions of a capitali~tic 
society. · Secondly, the decision to prosecute some crim~s and dis
miss others is a political decision. Bank presidents who make · 
policies which result in exhorbitant interest rates and consequent 
economic hardship for thousands of people ~re rarely, if ev~r~ · 
prosecuted for these criminal acts. Instead, third world youth 
from Hunters Point, Fillmore and the Mission districts of San 
Francisco, crowd the dockets of the court calendars. 

· In a narrower sense, · a political trial is one in which 
an individual or group is selected for criminal prosecution for 
actions that stem out of their political beliefs. Categorizing 
tpe charges as misdemeanor or felony is incidental to the political 
action; lbcai courts have no category for political crimes 
(except for conspiracy). The major differences between the two 
kinde of charges is that the jail penalty on a felony is much 
higher than on a misdemeanor, and that factual evidence in a 
felo .ny case tends to have mor'e relevance to the outcome of the ! · ' 

trial than in a misdemeanor case. · 
For example' i't is vitally imp or tan t that Bobby Seale Is ·

lawyer prove that Seale had no connection with the murder of the · 
Connecticut Panther. That evidence is vital to Seale's acquittal. 
On the other hand, in misdemeanor cases such as the State mass 
bust trials, evidence pertaining to whether or not the defendants 
participated in the rally for which they are on trial is of little 
or no consequence to their acquittal or conviction, since none of 

' the defendants deny their participation in the rally. 
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Stratesie• of political defense in the mass bust trials 
' For the majority of defendants, and all the lawyers, 

who do not base their strategy on an all-out attack on the court 
system, the overall strategy of the trials has been to attempt to 
educate the jury through a combination of factual evidence, some 
minimal reliance on first amendment constitutional arguments, and 
a heavy emphasis on establishing the motivations of the defendants. 
The relationship of these three elements depends on the decisions 
of each group of lawyers and defendants, on the tactical skill 
and articulateness of the lawyer, and the degree of overt prejudice 
expressed by the judge. 

The , p,roblem of factual evidence stems from a prbblem 
of· definition. We say our sole "crime" was participation in a 
rally; they say our crimes are disturbing the peace, failure 
to disperse, and unlawful assembly. Their definition, of course, 
prevails, so the defense has to prove our "innocense" of these 
crimes. We maintain, through cross examination of D.A. witnesses, 
and through testimony about the noise level of the rally, that 
no one's peace was disturbed because the rally wasn't unduly noi~y. 
We assert that we hadn't time to disperse because we were sur
rounded by the police, and that people could not hear the police 
order over the loud speaker telling us to leave the campus. We 
state that the assembly wasn't unlawful because, according to 
school tradition, we had a right to use the Speakers Platform 
for ~ssemblies, and that nothing in our conduct at this partic
ular assembly made it unlawful . ¥inute, boring testimony to 
support our claims goes on day after day, with D.A. 's and 
defense lawyers parrying and thrusting objections sustained and 
overruled. -

It has been virtually impossible for most of the lawyers 
to inject constitutional issues into the defense itself; any 
arguments on free speech and assembly can be squeezed in only in 
the summary argument to the jury. Its effectiveness is almost 

· entirely emotional. The judge says the jury cannot decide on 
a point of law, but many juror s have responded in spite of that 
admonition to t~eir deep-rooted beliefs about the guarantees 
of the Constitution. 

The mo it important aspect of the defense is the est
ablishment of the motivations o f the defend~s, since all admit 
they were willingly present at the rally. But this strategy is 
a tough one to pursue, b~cause the D.A. and the judge are lined 
up to prevent it. The D.A., as was mentioned before, bases his 
whole case on state of mind - - fearful professors, wary police 
and violent students. Our lawyers pit commitment to the strike 
against violence, and fear of the police against breeding terror 
in faculty hearts. But the D.A. 's object to this line of argu
ment at eve~y moment, and the judges almost always sustain their 
objections. The defense's sole hope rests on believing that 
the jury will remember what's been said, even though the judge 
strikes it out of the record. 
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The only times that we can assert our political beliefs 
in the court are when the defendants are on the stand, and in 
the defense summation. Our lawyers try to make the jurors view 
each defendant as an individually motivated, moral human being, 
rather than to accept the D.A. 's version of us an insane moQ, 
bent on destroying,the entire "fabric of democratic society." 

T.HE _...Y._ERD ICT S 

The verdicts in the trials so far have been, to say 
the least, inconsistent. Each of the 167 people tried so far 
has been accused of the same charges, with identical evidence 
brought against them by the D.A., and with similar evidence 
brought in their behalf by the defense lawyers. 

judge. 

42 people acquitted of all 3 charges; 
35 people received mixed lung juries and 

acquittals, some have been retried, 
others ,had charges dropped; 

31 people convicted of one or two charges; 
66 people convicted of all 3 charges. 

The missing link in this judicial charade is the 

Judges act as strike-breakers 
The San Francisco judges have played a key role in 

the State's repression of the strike. 
Two weeks after the strike broke out last November, 

t~e judges got together and decided that no people arrested at 
State would be granted O.R. (O.R., release on one's own recog
nizance, is supposed to work on a point system: so many points 
for residence in the Bay Area, attendance in school or a steady 
job, family ties nearby, etc. -- all to determine whether the 
arrestee can be expected to keep his court appearance. Only people 
accused of attempted murder or murder are refused O.R., because 
they are also refused bail.) 

On the night of the mass arrest, Judge Mana arbitrarily 
refused to releaBe anyone on O.R. 

The result: we dished out a total of $70,000 for our 
100 brothers and sisters arrested during the cour~e of the four 
and one-half months long strike. Very profitable for the insur
ance companies who get the lion's share of the bondsman's cut. 

According to a ~hronicle editorial of Feb. 6, 1969, 
all the judges were called t0 Sacramento by East Bay legislator 
Don Mulford, to "discuss" the State trials. The judges were 
warned that their political careers were in jeopardy if they 
didn't make sure that the trials resulted in convictions and 
heavy sentences. 
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~h~~~here's a conviction 
When a jury returns a conviction verdict late at night 

in C~ty Hall, the judges lock us in the courtroom for about a 
half hour after the jury leaves. Ostensibly, this action is to 
protect the jurors from t he onslaught of a potentially "violent" 
mob of about 50 dejected friends of the defendants who have been 
waiting all day in the courtroom for the ve rdi ct. Actually, this 
delay period gives the judge time to call the Tactical• Squad. 
When we are released from the courtroom, we walk out i nto the 
halls between two lines of Tac Squad police in full battle array. 
Just like the good old days on th~ campus. · · 

.Reman2-ing people it!to custody 
A couple of judges have gotten into the habit of 

remanding people into custody immediately after conviction, if 
the judges determine that the guilty ones are a menace to the 
community. This is totally unprecedented in misdemeanor cases. 
One such menace had a criminal record which consisted of having 
staged a peaceful sit-in wi th 5 other people on the steps of the 
Atomic Energy Commission back in 1961 to protest the U.S. use ~f 
the nuclear bomb. He was whi sked away into jail. 

The Sentences 
-----:g;veral--jurors who held out for acquittal have told us 

that they were finally convinced to vote for conviction, not be
cause they believed we were guilty, but because their conviction
bent fellow ju~ors told them that it wouldn't be fair to vote a 
hung jury , and make us go through another 6 week trial ordeal. 
Besides, the conviction-jurors argued, the defendants would get 
off with a few months probation and a small fine. No one would 
go to jail in a first conviction misdemeanor case. 

Some of these well-meaning jurors confessed that they 
~ried when they heard .the sentences. 

Back in June a nd early July, the judges came down with 
the followin~ sentences : 

eijjter 15 days in jail, 90 days suspended sen!ence, 
one year probation, 

or 45 d~s in jail. 

But as the trials go on, the judges evide~tly feel the need to 
increase the int i midation. In late July and August, the same 
judges were handing down these sentences: 

~i ther 30-60 days in ~ail, 180 days suspended sen
tence, two to th ree years probation, 

or 6 months in jail. 

The total range of sent~nces has been as follows: 

from susp e nded sentence to one year in jail; 
from no probation to three years probation; 
from no fine to $500 fine. 

Same acta, same charges,same verdicts, just different people. 
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Pro,bation Dept. says: everyone goes to jail 
Chief Probation Officer Cavanaugh has ordered all the 

probation officers to reco ... mmend mandatory jail senten ces for all 
people convicted in the mass bust trials, regardless of prior 
record or value of their work in the community. One p.o. rs job 
went on the line when she testified in court that, contrary to 
orders, she. was recommending rio jail terms for her defendant. 
The judge gave the striker 5 months in jail . The probation 
officer was immediately transfe rre d out of San Francis~o. 

ARE_4E_B 1 b_o n d J!. 
Tbe usual cost of an appeal bond in a misdemeanor case 

is twice tha amount of the original bail. Bail was set for most 
of the mass bust arrestees at $350 per person. 

The judges are setting the majority of appeal bonds 
at anywhere from $1500 to $6250, depending on how "dangerous" 
the judge decides the striker is. 

In spite of some well - grounded s~epti c ism about our 
judicial system, we intend to appeal these cases are far as we 
can . It '11 take hundreds of thous ands of dollars. Only 167 of 
the 43~ arrested in the mass bust have been tried so far . And 
we still have 135 individual trialR of people arrested throughout 
the strike starting in lat~ September , including all the felony 
cha rges, and all the leadership of the Third World L iberation 
Front. 

We need all the help we can get. The Movement is 
the people, and we cannot abandon the people to the repression 
of the state . . 

Power to the P eo ple, 

SAN FRANCISCO STATE LEGAL DEFENSE COMMITTEE 

Contributions can be sent to: 
S.F. ~ Legal Def e nse Committee 
P.O. Box 31158 
San Francisco, Cal . 94131 

.-
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