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China town is 3t once ronny things 
~ lP.ony eoop l e:- To thOUsands d i r nor
ont tcurists ,nd visit or s , it i s the 
closest thinJ! To vuit i r.rr "exotic" 
China •nd for w·tching th& at rnnge 
11 Chineso creot uroa" c.t work . For 
store-keepers , restuttrant eurs , 11 s \'tGQt 11 

shop nnd l and o>mers , i t is'o sure 
place-cor m3kinp ~money off the 
disodventoyed Chinese, cou~nding re~ 
spect of the poor , end mckinv- bcli evc 
lho t thoy nr e livin~ i n Chinn . For 
the !loy Ar eA rnidd le - e le.s s Chinese end 
Chinese c~llege studentS; it is • place 
for Chinese f TOcory ~nd oce~aion~l 
Chinese dinner s . aut , f~r ~ majo r 
ity of Chinot o•·n residents , csl1ec ia l 
Iy the rocent uuigrcnts, it is n con
centr~tion c~~p where they aust figiA 
for mini~um survival me~na end w.erc 
thei r >:oy of lifo is pove r ty end de(Z'r 3-
dnti on. . 
~~ !! unqucsti~nnbly a ghet

to !.!!. ~ery sense ~.~word. -CultU
re! ond lon~uogo bnrrie r s hove preven
ted tho ovcr-cro>~ded popule tion froc 
seeking employment outside of the con
fines or Chinetovn. High unemplo~ent 
end under-e~ploy~cnt r~tes provide fer
tile ground for s~all-time oppor tunist 
businoasmen to exploi t at will t he help
less " nd the poo r of their own r ece to 
the fullest exte~t. 75t per hou r and 
10-1; hours of "ork per dt y are conmon 
practices i n Chin11town. Substandar d 
hous inf , tuberculosis , suicide , ment-
al illness and luvenile delinquency 
are wideapre~d ina?ite of constant ef
forts to hide these phenomena and to 
discredit hnd so~ti~es violently su
ppress those who try t o expose t he pre
ble~• or.d seek rovern~cnt help . 

ilistorice.l inlustice con.tr.itt.ed a
gai nst the Chinese in the u.s., Chinese 
traditiOn<· lism and "thnocol"trisJ:> ere 
amonl.' the ~>ct.ora contributine: t o the 
existing deplor•,blc ghetto conditior.s 
in Chinatown. But the S<ci•l ex~ct
otion or _!:!l.!'_ _l'redcm~"2:n~hi i.~. ~o 'i.otJ 
also plnys_!__cru~i~l ro!£ in determir. 
ing the behavior end f a te or the Chi
nese in the U. S •. Chinese people h~ve 
o.lwaya been cono 1.dcrcd hord-~tnrkinf , 

i nscrut abl e , pa tient , quiet, non-mil
itRnt people with l e.sting endurance 
and self-respect. 

In shor t , Chinese ~ ex2ectod to 
be sup~an Bnd ~ the ~ !.!'. 
st r ide. This popula r Chinese myth is 
held b~ both the >~h ite and t he Chinese 
a l ike . The Chinatown estobl ishment 
especially uses it as a ~cans of sup
press i ng and ex) loiting the humble , the 
t~eok e.nd the meek ; Chinese college stu
dents use it os nn e xcuse for t olera
ting social injustice end for not as
serting their rignte ~ s U. S. citizens; 
~iddle-class Chinese enploy it as a 
self-righteous weepon nrainst those 
who protest socia l i njustice. In other 
\iC rda , tile desire to live up to t he 
p~pular ex?cctntion hcs crippled the 
entire Chinese popul ation, including 
the Chinese college studen ts , prevent
ing t he.u to think and act independent
ly .•• ~le Chinese act the wny we are ex
pected to e.ct . 

As long as those who •made i t" main
t ain a hands- of! "Unclo Tom" at titude, 
the Chinese will continue to be exploi 
ted by our own •wer lorde' and tho an
jority white society, end Chinat own 's 
pr ob lerr.s >~ill fo r ever be neglected by 
the governmc~t . As for t he foreign
born Chi nese college students who take 
pr ide in so-cal led Chinese culture and 

" identity, • they had better r e- examine 
critically t he i r va l ues and attitude 
and star t t hi.1king on their own be
cauoe they are among those who a re per
petuating the Chinese mytr. &!"d destroy
in~ any opportunity for Chinatown to 
pull out of ite degrading conditions . 
The pr oblems in Chino.to>m are our prob
lems. •le r:ust f r ee ourselves frow the 
t.yranny Oi'this Chinese myth , to solve 
our problem...-- - - -
---Endur ance , wor king ha r d, patience 
nnd quietness e. r e good vi rtues in any 
society , e•r•ecis lly in China , but when 
thoy beco~ a license for exploi~atien 
end tovernmento.l neglitence, o.s we noH 
wi~ness in snn Froncisco, they ought t c 
be re- examined i n the li(ht of the nme r 
ie~n politieol , social and economic 
reality. 

( CO'T 11"\JE Cl' B .. CK CF THIS P.\PER. ) 



(The following pa r ag r aph is from the other side . ) 

Chines e people have much to contri
bute to t he i.mer icon society, but wha t 
good is it to t a l k a bout cultura l and 
scientific contributions if basic human 
needs a r e not being ~et and ou r people 
e re being subjected t o sub-human condi
tions'? 
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INTERCCLLEGI,;TE CHin;sE FCR S<'CI···.L :.CTIC'i" 

--Cfficia l Statement~
December 26, 1968 

San FranciscO State, a community colle~e , exists in a moral vacuum, oblivi
ous to the community it purports tc- serve. It does not "reflect " the p lura l 
istic society the t is San Fr ancisco; it does not begin to serve t he ~,000 

non- "rhi te people who live in this urban col:lmuni ty i n poverty , in ignorance c.nd 
in despa i r. ·T~e Chinese ghetto , Chinatown, is e case in point . 

l . Sen Fr ancisco State ha s a Ch inese Lan~uage Department that iso lates 
t he "Chine'se expe rience" as a cultura l phenoll.ena in a languag e that 8}~ of t he 
Chinese in the United States do not s peak . Realistica lly , we can expect thet 
a Ch i nese \.'oman , living in the ghetto , >tho speaks Cantonese cannot e xplain to 
the scho lar tha t she is dying- of tuberculosis because s he speaks a "street 
longuage", >~hila the scholar mutte rs clnssica l poetry in Mandarin . San Fran
cisco Sta te College does not teach Cantc-nese . 

2 , Chinatown is a GHETT\. In San Fra ncisco there are approximately 
8o, OOO Chi nese of V~hom the va st ma jority live in Chinatown. I t is an a rea of 
old buildings, na r r·o,. streets and alleys and the effluvia of a g reat dea l of 
peopl e pa cked into a ver y small space , At present , more than 5 , 000 ne>< Ch i nese 
i mmi g r ants streom into this overpopula ted ghet•o each year, an a r ea a lready 
b lessed vith a birth rate that is ris i ng , and ~<ill r ise mora . Chinato\in is 
·bas i ca lly a teneu.ent. Tuber culosis is e ndemic , rents a re high e nd constantly 
r ising , city services are inadequot~ to provide reasonab l e s an1tation , and 
s pace is at such a premium as to resemble the l•.althusia n ra tio a t its most ex
tren.e cone lus ion . · 

There are no adequat e courses 1 n any department or school at San Fran
cisco State that even begin to dea l with p rob,lems of t he Chinese people in 
this exclusionary and racist. envi ronment . 

"'e therefore sup;>ort the establishment of' a School of' Ethnic Studies 
and further submit (under separa te qover.) our provosal f'or the estab l i shment 
of' a Chi nese Et hnic Studies De p11rtment >~ithin tha t schoo l tha t will beg in to 
at~ack the pr oblems tha t exist i n the Chinese ColDl'l,unity and to address itse lf 
to t he problen,s of' accult uration and identity f e-r Chinese peoPle in the United 
St1a:tes . 

H'TERCf·LLC:Gli.TE CHI !'E:Z:lE FC'R j:CIAL .. CTICI' 
"I.C . S. ~\. 11 

San Froncisco State Coll ege 
1600 Ho,llo.:ey , Sa n Francisco , Califo rn ia , 941;2 

or Community Service Center at 7}7~ Cl ay Street 
Thi s open organization ;,elcomes all queetions . Fee l f r ee to 
conta ct for a l a r ge or small meet i ng . 
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